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South Island 

newzealand.com

Top of the South Journey

Unwind and relax with an easy journey 
along stunning coastlines and beaches, 
to award-winning vineyards and the lush 
paradise of the Abel Tasman National Park 
before returning to Christchurch. 

With unique experiences around every corner, 
there’s no better way to explore the South Island 
than via a road trip. For a smooth and enjoyable 
driving experience head to drivesafe.org.nz, 
where you can find everything you need to know, 
from road rules to driving etiquette.

Learn more at drivesafe.org.nz

Inspired to 
road-trip the 
South Island?

Nature & Heritage Journey

Come closer and experience the real 
New Zealand with this journey through 
rich culture and natural wonders, from 
historic architecture to local penguin 
colonies, accompanied by a taste of 
Central Otago’s awarded wineries. Finally, 
make your way to Queenstown and take in 
the dramatic alpine ranges.

Find out more at  
newzealand.com

Alpine Lakes Journey

Journey from vibrant towns to 
spectacular mountain ranges with all 
kinds of adventure experiences along 
the way, from kayaking and mountain 
biking to scenic flights, winding up in the 
adventure capital of Queenstown.

Southern Scenic Route

This journey will lead you through the 
captivating lower South Island where 
you’ll uncover rare native wildlife, 
deserted beaches and the spectacular 
scenic beauty of Fiordland, before 
finishing up in Queenstown. 

TranzAlpine Journey

Discover a unique landscape around 
every corner, from the majestic Southern 
Alps to the ancient forests and giant 
glaciers of the rugged West Coast, ending 
your journey in Queenstown.

Christchurch

Christchurch

Christchurch

Christchurch

Christchurch
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WORLD’S BEST
CABIN CREW
2014 2015 2016

Continuing to Achieve
    Worldwide Recognition
         Through Our Spirit of Dedication

 

Garuda Indonesia continues 

to achieve worldwide recognition, 

recently winning the title of “The World’s 

Best Cabin Crew” for a third consecutive 

year at the Skytrax World Airline Awards 

2016 and the popular vote of  “Most Loved Airline”.  

Garuda Indonesia also maintained 5-Star Airline 

status, the global benchmark of aviation industry 

excellence, for a second consecutive year. 

garuda-indonesia.com
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Satao Elerai Camp in Kenya.  
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Cab Audited 
Distribution 7,897
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CONGRATULATIONS! TWO LUCKY winners have walked away with fabulous trips to 
Canada and Singapore, thanks to your favourite travel news magazine and our friends at 
Rocky Mountaineer and Village Hotels & Residences. Melanie Heaphy from Flight Centre in 
Randwick in Sydney will be jetting off to Canada with a friend for a luxury journey on Rocky 
Mountaineer. Meanwhile Denise Bradbury from Nambucca Heads in New South Wales will 
be packing her suitcase for a trip to Singapore with a mate. We’ll have another fantastic prize 
in our bumper December issue. Don’t miss it!
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Larrybane.tif

BENCH INTERNATIONAL is collaborating with 
Nat Geo Live to give Australians the chance 
to experience Thomas Peschak’s award-
winning photography of marine biology in a 
series of talks.

To Peschak, sharks aren’t a reason to get 
out of the water – they’re a reason to get 
in. Following his lifelong obsession, he’s 
kayaked alongside Great white sharks in 
South Africa, swum among hundreds of 
manta rays in the Maldives and kept pace 
with whale sharks in the Arabian Sea. 

In his talk, the marine biologist–turned–
National Geographic photographer takes 
audiences around the world with his award-
winning images and his engaging take on 
the ocean’s charismatic creatures.

Peschak is an assignment 
photographer for National Geographic 
and the Director of Conservation 
for the Save our Seas Foundation 
(SOSF). He is a senior fellow of the 
International League of Conservation 
Photographers and has been named 
as one of the 40 most influential 
nature photographers in the world.

Show dates are as follows: Concert 
Hall, Sydney Opera House, October 
13; Heath Ledger Theatre, State 
Theatre, Perth, October 16; Her 
Majesty’s Theatre, Adelaide Festival 
Centre, October 19; Hamer Hall, Arts 
Centre Melbourne, October 27.
■ benchinternational.com.au

A NEW $13 million ride has just been unveiled at LEGOLAND Malaysia, 
incorporating cutting-edge technology never before seen in any theme park 
around the world.

Inspired by the popular line of toys and the TV series, LEGO NINJAGO: The Ride 
will see visitors ‘train’ as ninja warriors under the guidance of NINJAGO character 
Master Wu. They will get to vanquish a legion of enemies including snake tribes, 
ghosts, skeletons and the Great Devourer.

Manufactured by Triotech, a global leader in media-based interactive 
attractions, the new 4D indoor ride features Maestro hand gesture technology. 
This enables guests to control the outcome of their adventures without the 
use of a hand-held device. They will be able to throw lightning bolts, move 
shockwaves, send ice soaring and emit fire balls with just a wave of their hands.

Set to open in November, LEGO NINJAGO: The Ride will be housed in a new 
section of the park called NINJAGO World. The new attraction represents the largest 
and most significant infrastructure investment in the resort since its launch.
■ malaysiatravel.com

WILD SEAS,  
SECRET  
SHORES

Legoland builds ground-breaking ride
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OSCAR WINNING filmmaker James Cameron 
has stepped in front of the camera to host 
a new video promoting tourism to New 
Zealand.

The man who directed such blockbusters 
as The Terminator, Titanic and Avatar chose 
New Zealand as his second home four years 
ago following his first visit in the mid-90s.

“I came as a stranger, I knew very little 
about New Zealand, and I left in love with 
it,” Cameron said. “Not just the beauty of 
the land that is very seductive, but the 
dynamic spirit of the people. I had never felt 
a connection to a place that strongly before. 
And I never really lost that dream.”

In collaboration with Tourism New 
Zealand, Cameron and his wife spent four 
days filming, taking in the natural wonders 
of the South Island. The couple walked 
on the Tasman Glacier, kayaked through a 
Dart River canyon and took in the views of 
Blanket Bay by helicopter. They hiked on 
the alpine Routeburn Track, cycled beside 
Lake Pukaki and visited Mount Alfred in 
the Glenorchy area near Queenstown. The 
Cameron video will roll out in Tourism New 
Zealand’s key markets around the world.

Cameron, who divides his time between 

California and New Zealand, has a coastal 
estate north of the capital city, Wellington, 
where he is immersed in the development of 
the next Avatar movie. 

“There is so much to see and experience 
and you can do it all because everything is 
so close together. We go on hikes, cycle the 
incredible trails, kayak in the ocean and walk 

through the forest. If you enjoy the outdoors 
and you enjoy a sense of adventure, you’re 
not going to be able to beat this place 
anywhere in the world.”  
■ To view the video, head to  
youtube.com and search for ‘100% Pure  
New Zealand’.

AUSSIE CHEF Curtis Stone has unveiled 
his new restaurant in Hollywood in 
one of the most anticipated culinary 
openings of the year.

Gwen Restaurant is a joint 
collaboration between Stone and his 
brother Luke. Set in a 1920s building, 
the elegant 80-seat fine dining 
establishment pays homage to the 
original character of the space with 
one-of-a-kind furnishings. The launch 

of the restaurant follows the recent opening of Gwen’s world-
class, European-style butcher shop.

The five-course degustation menu created by Stone and his 
executive chef, Gareth Evans, showcases a mix of individually 
plated and shared dishes, including charcuterie from the 
butcher shop. There are classic and innovative vegetable and 
pasta dishes, and meats prepared with primitive fire-cooking 
methods over the in-house fire pit and asador.

The opening of Gwen is a decade-long dream realised for 
Curtis and Luke. While both brothers worked in butcher shops 
as their first jobs, it was while Curtis was working in London 
under famed British chef Marco Pierre White that he fell in love 
with the quality and craft of European butcher shops. 

The restaurant is inspired by their maternal grandmother 
who lived on a farm outside of Melbourne. It was on Gwen’s 
farm where the brothers were first exposed to livestock 
farming, which instilled in them great respect for the process of 
raising animals for food.
■ GwenLA.com

STAR DIRECTOR IN TITANIC TOURISM VIDEO

Stone rolls onto Sunset Boulevard

Behind the scenes on the Tasman Glacier.  
Photo courtesy Alistair Guthrie

Custis Stone. Photo 
courtesy Ray Kachatorian

Every agent has a reason to join
Total freedom, flexible hours, better work life

balance & higher commissions

MEMBER

Call 1300 682 000
or visit join.mtatravel.com.au

MTA gave me more than I expected when I decided to become a part of the team 
and rediscovered the time I needed for my kids. I found I no longer had the restrictive 
commitment of a 9 to 5 job which allowed me to do the small things that I really enjoy 
about being a mum, like chauffeuring the kids to sports and picking them up after school. 
So, if you’re like me and want to be a full-time Mum with the benefit of an income, then 
it’s time to join the club.
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NEWStalk: Special feature

AN AUSTRALIAN duo is leading the way 
in the responsible travel movement by 
promoting fair, ethical and sustainable 
harvest tours.

The unique concept is the brainchild of 
Belinda Shillcock and Kristen Briggs through 
their company Soulful Concepts. They offer 
eco-friendly companies the opportunity 
to create ‘Sustainable Harvest Tours’ to 
destinations where their products are grown 
and produced. 

Tours focus on highlighting the corporate 
social responsibility of a company. By 
engaging consumers at a grassroots level 
they can make informed decisions about the 
products they buy and better the farmers’ 
livelihoods by supporting companies with 
an ethical supply chain. 

Such tours also connect consumers with 
the farmers who produce their favourite 
products. Whether it’s coffee, cocoa, cotton 
or another commodity, Soulful Concepts 
help ethical companies showcase their 
supply chain and create transparency about 
how their products are produced.

“Soulful Concepts was born out of the 
desire for travellers to explore and enjoy the 
world with a social conscience,” Belinda told 
Traveltalk. “Kristen and I had led thousands 
of people on holidays around the globe. We 
noticed a pattern emerging with the same 
comment prevalent: ‘if only I could give 
back and contribute to the community and 
environment in a sustainable way.’

“This got us thinking about the 
importance and demand for responsible 
travel experiences. By offering travellers the 
opportunity to have a holiday and at the 

HOW TO MAKE A 
SUSTAINABLE
SOULPRINT

same time financially contribute to a social 
or environmental project, we are able to 
create awareness and connect individuals 
on an even deeper level – ultimately 
contributing to help create a more 
sustainable future.”

Travellers participate in special 
immersion programs, interacting with 
local communities to learn more about 
harvesting techniques and production 
processes. These are invaluable learning 
experiences not only for the visitor 
but also for the local farmers as they 
gain understanding about consumers’ 
preferences and society’s rising concerns for 
sustainably harvested products.

Soulful Concepts is also committed to 
growing the movement of sustainable 
living through responsible and eco-
friendly consumption. They have created 

an online community hub where socially-
conscious companies and consumers 
can explore and contribute important 
information by visually sharing their 
Pinterest boards. The company also works 
with Australian and international charities 
creating tailor-made Charity Engagement 
and Charity Challenge Tours. 

“The tourism industry is a trillion dollar 
industry; the amount of tour operators and 
hoteliers currently focusing their resources on 
responsible and sustainable tourism certainly 
needs to grow. I believe Travelife and other eco 
tourism certifications will help to spread the 
message this is now the norm, not a trending 
minority within the sector,” said Belinda.
The UN has announced that 2017 will 
be the International Year of Sustainable 
Tourism for Development.
■ soulfulconcepts.com
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NEWStalk: Special feature

The hands-on tour where you make a difference
SMALL GROUP tour operator Hands On 
Journeys has announced an expansion of 
the number of tours it will operate in 2017.

The company’s main focus is on 
Cambodia and Vietnam as a combined 
destination, offering a tour of 16 days 
and 15 nights. Guests will visit Siem Reap 
and Phnom Penh in Cambodia and Ho 
Chi Minh and Hoi An in Vietnam, with 
extensions available to the popular 
destinations of Hanoi and Ha Long Bay.

Travellers will visit historic and natural 
sites with highlights including Angkor Wat, 
the Killing Fields, CuChi Tunnels and sailing 
on the Mekong Delta. They will experience 
an overnight stay in a traditional Khmer 
village and have true interaction with 
the locals, supporting local community 
projects with a focus on empowerment 
tourism. Guests tour in small groups with 
like-minded travellers willing to give back 
and contribute to a community.

“This is different to voluntourism,” 
said Simla Sooboodoo, Owner and 
Founder of Hands On Journeys. “It’s about 
empowering the locals and teaching them 
skills and knowledge to undertake work 
themselves.”

Each project is thoroughly researched 
and relevant to the need of the particular 
community. Some 10 per cent of the 
tour cost goes towards project work, 
such as sanitation, water filters, facilities, 
education, conservation and creating job 
opportunities. The new skills attained 
helps the village community sustain and 
support itself. 

The tour is priced from $2,900 per 
person and includes accommodation 
for 15 nights, transfers, local guides, 
a domestic flight, breakfast daily, 12 
lunches, 10 dinners and entry to 26 
attractions. There are departures in 
October and November still available this 
year, with tours scheduled for January, 
February, April, June, September, October 
and November in 2017.

“The unique focus of these tours is on 
making a difference to the communities 
that travellers visit. The motto is to live 
today to shape tomorrow while travelling,” 
added Simla. ‘‘Hands On Journeys is an 
opportunity to create meaning in this 
otherwise chaotic world and above all, to 
discover oneself.”
■ handsonjourneys.com.au

    Big savings on 
Aussie holidays

Dave  Travel Director

For more information or to book  
call 1300 556 100 or visit aatkings.com
*Conditions: AAT Kings Early Payment Discount of 10% is available on Guided Holidays in Australia. Refer to AAT kings 2017/18 
Australia Brochure for full details and conditions. ATAS No. 10527 11636a

Save your clients 10% Early Payment Discount on AAT Kings’ Guided Holidays in Australia when paid in full by  
28 November 2016. AAT Kings’ 2017/18 Australia Brochure is full of holidays for every taste and budget. We’ll share the 
very best that Australia has to offer and our friendly Travel Directors and Driver Guides will bring each destination to life. 

10% off 
earlybird deal 

ends 28 Nov 

2016*
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NEWStalk

AUS TOURISM 
PARTNERS KISS 
AND MAKE UP
SOME FOUR years after Qantas abruptly 
terminated their previous longstanding 
marketing relationship, Tourism Australia 
and the flying kangaroo have signed a new 
agreement to promote Australian tourism.

The three-year, $20 million deal will see 
the partners focus on luring more visitors 
from Asia, the U.S., UK and Europe, with 
an emphasis on digital marketing. Trade 
activities and social media will feature in 
the joint campaigns, as will an anonymous 
data sharing arrangement to reach those 
interested in visiting Australia.

“Both Qantas and Tourism Australia want 
the same thing – a strong tourism industry 
that makes Australia the first choice for 
people all over the world,” said Alan Joyce, 
Qantas Group CEO. “With tourism both to-
and-within Australia on the rise, it’s the ideal 
time for us to join forces once again.

“Qantas has always been the biggest 
private sector supporter of Australian 

MORE THAN 70 per cent of Australians 
view travel agents as a trusted source of 
travel and safety advice.

That is the major finding uncovered 
by the annual SureSave 2016 Travel 
Insurance Index, which is an independently 

commissioned research study by the 
travel insurance brand involving 1,000 
respondents. The figure represents a 15 
per cent increase since 2012.

The report also shows that 36 per cent 
of Australians booked their last overseas 

leisure trip with a travel 
agent, either in-store or 
over the phone, making 
it the most popular 
method of booking 
travel in the country.  

The SureSave Index 
measures Australian 
travellers’ behaviours 
and opinions on 
booking travel and 
travel insurance 
policies.

“Agents have 
become a more trusted 
source of advice for 
travellers since we 
began our annual 
research four years 
ago,” said Talbot 
Henry, National Sales 
Director at SureSave. 
“We believe this is 
due to travellers 

desiring higher service when it comes 
to general travel and travel insurance in 
particular.  

“In 2015, we saw the large impact that 
natural disasters can have on Australian 
travellers, notably in Nepal and Bali. This 
has led to an increase in the value that 
travellers place on the knowledge and 
expertise of travel agents, seeing a move 
away from the perceived advantages of 
price and convenience from purchasing 
online.”

Forecasts by Tourism Research Australia 
(TRA) predict that outbound departures 
will grow by 3.4 per cent to 9.9 million by 
2017. The 10-year average growth rate is 
forecast at 3.3 per cent, which will result 
in outbound departures reaching 12.8 
million by 2024-25.

The research also shows that 27 per 
cent of respondents find out about their 
travel insurance policy from their travel 
agent, which was by far the most popular 
answer followed by a search on Google.

“The role of the agent is crucial and 
we’re passionate about ensuring that 
they are well-equipped to advise their 
customers to choose the right travel 
insurance policy for them,” added Talbot.
■ suresave.com.au

STILL PUTTING YOUR TRUST IN THE EXPERTS

tourism and we will continue to focus on 
growing visitor numbers.”

With marketing deals in place with most 
Aussie states and territories, Qantas invests 
more than $80 million in directly promoting 
Australia to the world. The airline flew more 
than three million international visitors to 
Australia in the past year.

“When you consider the nature of our 
respective businesses, this is a deal which 
just makes sense – for Tourism Australia, 
for Qantas and, most of all, for Australian 
inbound tourism,” said John O’Sullivan, 
Managing Director of Tourism Australia.
■ qantas.com
■ tourism.australia.com

Alan Joyce, Qantas Group CEO (left)  

with John O’Sullivan, Managing  

Director of Tourism Australia



Reserve Now      Staymsa.com

MASCOT

Touch down at Sydney Airport’s newest full-service hotel 
accommodation. Meriton Serviced Apartments Mascot is 
the first apartment hotel in the area to have a fully functional 
arrivals lounge. Freshen up with a shower after your long-haul 
flight, enjoy a coffee or tea, connect to the complimentary  
Wi-Fi or simply relax in the lounge. 

Each of the 386 over-sized suites feature two flatscreen TVs 
so you can enjoy your favourite shows in the living area and 
bedroom. Including access to Foxtel sports, movies and news.

Be warmly welcomed 24 hours a day by our professional 
and friendly Guest Services team. Marvel at the beautifully 
polished interior as our on-site porter assists with your luggage 
and prepare to indulge in maximum comfort and luxury as you 
stay with us. Nestled within the Mascot Central Retail Precinct, 
our guests are able to experience a vibrant marketplace 
atmosphere. A short walk away is Mascot Train Station, with 
regular services to Sydney CBD and the Airport.

To discover more, or to make a reservation, please call our 
Australian based guest care hotline on 1800 214 822.

Just Landed

Sydney Airport
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SOME TRAVELLERS are happy just to be 
on the road, reconnecting with nature, or 
observing other cultures and lifestyles in 
far-flung corners of the world. These people 
take great joy in the simple pleasures of 
travel: exotic food, a memorable sunrise, 
making new friends. 

Others take a more ‘extreme’ approach 
to their travels. We convinced some ATAS-
accredited travel agents to spill the beans 
on the craziest travel requests they’ve ever 
fulfilled for their clients, including celebrities 
with delusions of royal grandeur to black-
belt shoppers (don’t go getting any ideas, 
now…).

Of course, it’s hard to go past the 
reputation of certain mega-stars and their 
outrageous mega-demands when they’re 
travelling the world in unrivalled style 
and luxury. Scott Campbell, Travel Agency 
Owner and Manager (italktravel Hillarys) 
recalls one particular world-famous celebrity 
whose list of demands for his hotel suites 

and dressing rooms while on tour around 
Australia (and its top luxury hotels) included 
not only specially sourced bottled water 
from Japan – at over $200 a bottle – but also 
a throne. Yes, a throne.

“A few days before the star arrived I 
received an ‘SOS’ call from the Australian 
promoter asking for urgent help,” said 
Campbell. “His team was able to get the 
hotels to help with everything on the star’s 
extensive wish list bar one thing. The throne 
was causing a huge problem.”

Thinking outside the box, the team came 
up with a novel solution. “Finally, we came 
up with the idea of contacting a department 
store in each city and asked if we could hire 
their Santa chair. The superstar was delighted 
and never knew that he was sitting on Santa’s 
chair rather than a king’s throne!”

Ross Pulbrook, Travel Marketing Manager 
and Tour Conductor (Inca Tours), has fielded 
a range of out-there requests in his time 
(including the geographically impossible: 

taking a bus from mainland Ecuador to the 
Galapagos Islands!), but says one takes the 
cake: organising a VIP wedding in South 
America’s desolate Atacama Desert. 

“The bride was born in Chile and much 
of her family, including her parents, still live 
there,” said Pulbrook. “About half of the 
guests were from Chile and the rest were 
from Sydney.” 

For a price tag of around $200,000, 
Pulbrook and his team were able to pull off 
a white wedding against a striking backdrop 
of the red desert sands: think white 
tablecloth-covered tables, candles, modern 
and traditional Chilean music, and the 
setting sun replaced by a night sky dazzling 
with stars. 

Of course, there are many things that 
money can buy – as one well-heeled 
couple’s high-end travel request proved. 
“We had clients doing a first class, whirlwind, 
‘round the world’ trip – 12 days visiting 
Milan, Paris, London and New York,” said 

 YOU’RE SO 

Here, we lift the lid on some of the outrageous requests 
travel agents have faced to please their clients.

DEMANDING
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Campbell. No expense was to be spared on 
first-class flights, five-star hotels, presidential 
suites and stretch limos. 

The highlight, however, came in Milan. 
“The husband wanted his wife to go on 
a shopping spree at a number of the top 
designers’ high-end boutiques. However, 
as it was over the Christmas period, the 
boutiques were closed.”

Campbell’s team stepped in and after 
enlisting the head concierge at the Grand 
Hotel (located within Milan’s ‘Golden 
Quadrilateral’, the city’s high-end fashion 
precinct), the doors to six top boutiques 
swung open for the couple to embark on a 
private shopping spree. “The client loved it 
and from what I can gather, spent a fortune 
on new clothes,” said Campbell. Happy wife, 
happy life, right? 

Of course, you don’t need to be a 
millionaire or a megastar to have ‘ambitious’ 
travel desires. “I once quoted a lady 
who would only book with me if I could 
guarantee she would meet the man of her 
dreams while away,” said Beth Sternbeck, 
Travel Centre Supervisor (Hunter Travel 
Group/helloworld Green Hills). “She didn’t 
mind which destination she travelled to – 
her main request was palm trees and ‘Mr 
Right’.” Unsurprisingly, Sternbeck wasn’t 
able to help. 

But sometimes, out-there travel requests 
can be for the good of others rather than the 

person making them, as James Thornton, 
Managing Director of the Intrepid Group, 
discovered when a Sydneysider named Chris 
contacted his team after returning from a 
tour with them in Cambodia. 

Chris had visited the village of Sambor 
Prei Kuk and his guide had mentioned that 
he taught English to local children there. 
When Chris had asked the guide whether 
he needed any help, the guide said that he 
would appreciate an English-Cambodian 
dictionary.

“When Chris returned to Australia he 
found an English-Cambodian computer 
learning program and knowing that the 
school didn’t actually have a computer, he 
went several steps further to help the locals 
who had left such an impact on him,” said 
Thornton. 

Chris ended up donating a computer, 

the computer program and a projector. “He 
then put together a complete ‘user guide’ 
and posted it to YouTube before contacting 
us for help to get the goods to the village.” 
Considering it too risky to send the goods 
via courier, Thornton sent an email to his 
1,600 staff asking if anyone was travelling 
from Sydney to Cambodia in the near future.  

“We managed to co-ordinate a relay-style 
team effort to transport the computer from 
Sydney to Melbourne, from Melbourne to 
Ho Chi Minh, from Ho Chi Minh to Phnom 
Penh and on to Sambor Prei Kuk and the 
local school.” 

The marathon effort took about four 
months in total, but the smiles on the 
children’s faces made it all worth the while. 
What better reason to push the boundaries 
of what’s possible in travel? 
■ atas.com.au 

I once quoted a lady who would 
only book with me if I could 
guarantee she would meet the  
man of her dreams while away.

“ “

SHE BOOKED WITH AN

ATAS 
ACCREDITED 
TRAVEL AGENT

Quality, trustworthy, experienced, 
industry accredited travel agents 
can be found at ATAS.com.au
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The pool at the 
Taj Lake Palace, 
Udaipur

EXPERTS ARE predicting that almost two 
million Australians will decide to head 
abroad alone next year as the solo travel 
trend shows no signs of slowing down.                                    

In 2015, 13 million Aussies travelled and 
more than 1.7 million of those decided to 
go it alone. Last year’s figures represent a 3.5 
per cent jump on 2014 with experts tipping 
2016’s number to be higher still, particularly 
among the 18 to 25 age bracket.

With so many young Australians jetting 
off in search of the freedom and flexibility 
solo travelling can bring, Allianz Global 
Assistance (AGA) has compiled ‘The 5Cs 
For Solo Travellers’, a guide to ensure single 
travellers stay safe.

“The past 10 years have shown a steady 
increase in the popularity of solo travel 
among Australians of all ages,” said John 
White, Allianz Global Assistance General 

Manager of Travel and Medical.
“When travelling solo, the safety net of 

travelling with friends or family is non-
existent so it’s important to remain vigilant 
and prepare adequately ahead of a trip. 
We advise travellers to ensure they have 
the basics, such as a mobile phone to stay 
connected, cash in case of emergency, some 
basic knowledge of the local language and 
of course, travel insurance.”

Here are the five tips to enjoy a safe and 
adventurous solo trip abroad.

CONNECT
It is important for travellers to stay 

connected while travelling. Having a mobile 
phone and a SIM card with mobile roaming 
will ensure family and friends are just a 
phone call away if needed. It will also allow 
access to valuable tools like maps, internet 
banking and social media.

GOING SOLO 
IN SAFETY

COMMUNICATE
Being able to communicate effectively 

when alone in a foreign country is a must. 
Travellers should aim to learn one or two 
key phrases of the local language before 
they visit. And if you feel you have no time, 
the Speak & Translate app translates any 
message into your preferred language.

CASH
There are plenty of options for travellers 

today when it comes to carrying money, 
including dedicated travel money cards 
and credit cards with contactless payment. 
While these methods are convenient, solo 
travellers should always carry some cash on 
their person or hidden in their luggage in 
case of emergency.

CHECK
Meeting people and arranging plans 

is inevitable as a solo traveller. If possible, 
do a background check on those you are 
planning on travelling with – check out their 
social media profiles to get a sense of who 
they are, who they associate with and any 
other details that can help provide a sense of 
character.

COVER
According to research commissioned 

by AGA, just 10 per cent of Australian 
travellers consider travel insurance to be a 
holiday essential, yet it’s one of the most 
important items for travel. The average cost 
of an insurance policy is $114.75 (based on 
policies sold between January 1, 2015 and 
December 31, 2015) – an extremely small 
price to pay when considering the potential 
consequences of being caught in an 
unfortunate situation without cover.
■ allianz.com.au

Unique tours on 
the cutting edge
INDEPENDENT BOUTIQUE operator Travel 
Directors has introduced five new offerings 
in its recently released Adventures of a 
Lifetime 2017/18 tour brochure.

An impressive inclusion to the repertoire 
is ‘Epic Rail Odyssey’, a 34-day train journey 
from Moscow to Singapore which passes 
through Russia, Kazakhstan, China, 
Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand and Malaysia, 
with multiple night stays in each country 
along the way.

Another major addition to the 
company’s 70-plus destinations is a 30-day 
itinerary to the northern part of South 
America. The tour, entitled ‘South America: 
The Top End’, begins in French Guiana then 
heads west through Suriname, Guyana, 
Venezuela and Colombia. 

Both itineraries are in keeping with 

Travel Directors’ tradition of providing high 
quality, cutting-edge tours to more remote 
and lesser-known regions of the world. 

Other new itineraries are ‘Mozambique, 
Zanzibar & the Great Migration’ which visits 
culturally diverse Mozambique before 
spending eight days viewing scenery and 
wildlife in Tanzania and finally concluding 
in Zanzibar. There’s also ‘Gateway to the 
Balkans’, a 29-day itinerary to Bulgaria, 
Serbia, Slovenia and Croatia, and ‘Indian 
Essence’, a 21-day tour of the sub-continent 
which spends time in the northern golden 
triangle and Kerala in the south.

Helen Power, Marketing Manager for 
Travel Directors, said the company had 
received clear messages from its past 
guests that they wanted adventurous tours 
to less-visited destinations. She added 
that the popularity of Travel Directors’ 
all-inclusive itineraries has led to increased 
input from travellers seeking to broaden 
their experiences of remote regions.

“We pride ourselves on providing a 
discriminating section of the Australian 
market with well-structured and 
adventurous tours to areas in which most 
people need guidance and leadership from 
expert tour leaders,” she said.
■ traveldirectors.com.au
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A GREAT APP-
ORTUNITY FOR 
TRAVELLERS
TRAVEL COUNSELLORS has launched its 
first consumer app, developed to further 
strengthen its core principles of customer 
care. 

The independent travel company 
has partnered with leading mobile app 
developer Apadmi to develop ‘my TC’, 
which is available from the Apple Store 
and Google Store. It provides leisure 
and corporate customers with instant 
access to travel information, itineraries 
and travel documents, as well as offering 
constant contact with the customer’s Travel 
Counsellor if required, reflective of the 
company’s focus on making the experience 
as personalised as possible. 

“Travel Counsellors is synonymous with 
high levels of personal service and that 
unique selling point has been encapsulated 
through a digital medium with the launch 
of this app,” said Rob Snelson, IT Director at 
Travel Counsellors.

“Using the very best technology 
combined with a caring heart to connect 
people is fundamental to our business 
and that is brought to light with this latest 
development.”

The app also allows a Travel Counsellor 
to personalise booking information with 
imagery, names and trip notes on each part 
of the journey, as well as giving a countdown 
of upcoming trips. Customers will also have 
the ability to share details of their trip via 
e-mail and social media. 

A soft launch saw the app released to 80 

Travel Counsellors across the company’s 
seven global operations, with 350 corporate 
and leisure customers also trailing the 
initiative. The app has been accessed 1,300 
times and viewed in 25 countries so far.

“My customers love the new app,” 
said Julie Moore, a Victoria-based Travel 
Counsellor. “I have had feedback that it 
makes such a difference to them when 
they’re on the move, as they can get in 
contact with me at the touch of a button and 
can access all their documentation wherever 
they are in the world, even without Wi-Fi.  

“It definitely won’t replace the personal 
relationship I have with them, but I think it’ll 
actually enhance the service I provide. There 
are clear benefits for my business too – with 
the sharing functionality, customers can 
easily pass on my details and post on social 
media about their fantastic experience.”

Snelson added that this was merely 
the first phase in an ongoing program of 
development for the app, with further 
features and functionality planned for roll-
out over the coming months.
■ travelcounsellors.com.au

For full details and to inquire about our chauffeur drive airport transfers,  

call 1300 792 195  |  AUSales@collette.com  |  www.gocollette.com
*Offer valid on new bookings only and can expire earlier due to space or inventory availability. Savings amount will vary by tour and departure date, and is only available on select departures. Space is on a first come, first served basis.  

Offers are not valid on group, existing bookings or combinable with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. Promotional pricing may remain in effect after the expiration date. ABN: 32 600 161 671 I AFTA Allied Member

america
Set Out to Explore

The Best In Worldwide 
4-Star Escorted Touring

guided by travel

Save Up to $200 per person!*
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SEABOURN IS launching new pre-cruise 
experiences taking guests to the South 
Pole on select Antarctica and Patagonia 
itineraries during the 2016-17 season. 

Guests bound for the ‘Great White 
Continent’ aboard Seabourn Quest can 
extend their adventure with two new 
travel packages that feature UNESCO 
World Heritage sites, including Polar 
Quest, Patagonia, Tierra del Fuego and 
Iguazu Falls. 

“Seabourn has made its reputation 
for offering guests astonishing 
experiences in places that are beyond 
the ordinary, and there are few travel 
opportunities less-expected or out of 
the ordinary than a visit to the South 

Pole,” said Robin West, Seabourn Senior 
Manager Expedition Planning and 
Operations. “These experiences will be 
the icing on the cake for guests bound 
for Antarctica aboard Seabourn Quest 
over the season ahead.” 

Both of the pre-cruise packages 
include a trans-Antarctic flight and 
landing at the South Pole as well as stays 
at Union Glacier Camp in the southern 
Ellsworth Mountains, one of a few private 
seasonally occupied camps in Antarctica. 

Operated by renowned land-based 
tour operator Antarctic Logistics and 
Expeditions (ALE), the full service camp 
offers spacious, double occupancy 
sleeping tents, freshly prepared gourmet 

QUEST FOR ICE GOES 
TO NEW HEIGHTS

RIVER CRUISING specialist Beyond Travel has 
added two new Christmas market river cruise 
itineraries to their range for the 2016 season.

Starting from $995 per person, the 
new four-day ‘Advent on the Rhine’ cruise 
departs Cologne in Germany on November 
26, 29 and December 2, with stops at 
Koblenz, Boppard and Rudesheim. Stroll 
around their local Christmas markets with a 
warm gluhwein while listening to the carols 
and sampling tempting Xmas treats.

Several other Christmas cruises are 
available on the Rhine in November and 
December with a six-day cruise from Basel 
in Switzerland to Cologne priced from 
$1,955 per person twin share with stops in 

cuisine and the setting for activities from 
scenic excursions to technical climbs and 
ski tours.

Seabourn’s intimate ships offer 
spacious, thoughtfully-appointed suites, 
many with verandas, dining in a choice of 
venues, complimentary bars throughout 
the ship, fine wines poured at lunch and 
dinner, award-winning service and a 
relaxed, sociable atmosphere that makes 
guests feel right at home. 

The ships travel the globe throughout 
the year, sailing to many of the world’s most 
desirable destinations, including marquee 
cities, UNESCO World Heritage sites and 
lesser-known ports and hideaways.
■ seabourn.com

These cruises are just Christmas crackers
Strasbourg, Speyer, Mannheim, Rudesheim 
and Koblenz.

Solo travellers are not forgotten either 
with single supplements available from 
only $95 on the four-day cruise or $195 for 
the six-day itinerary for sole use of a twin 
share river view cabin.

Cruises include accommodation in 
a river view deluxe cabin, all onboard 
meals, complimentary wine with dinner, 
services of a multi-lingual cruise director, 
cultural highlights, port charges, arrival and 
departure transfers, and comprehensive 
sightseeing focused on the Christmas 
markets held over the winter season.
■ beyondtravel.com.au

South Pole plane excursion.  
Picture courtesy Seabourn/Rory Martin
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Schedule is 
packed with 
possibilities
AN ARRAY of sea, river and land 
adventures on offer around the world in 
2017 and 2018 have been unveiled in a 
new brochure from Azamara Club Cruises.

Featuring more than 100 cruises, 200 
destinations and 900 land discoveries, 
the brochure also boasts a range of 

new additions, such as Australia’s Whitsunday Islands and Portimao 
in Portugal. New special events and cruises are revealed, including 
the Cannes Film Festival, Monaco Grand Prix, a World War Two 
Remembrance Voyage to Normandy and a New Year’s Eve party in the 
heart of Sydney Harbour. 

Azamara’s hotly-anticipated ‘World Journey’, which departs from 
Sydney on the newly-revitalised Azamara Journey in 2018, will take 
guests on a round-the-world trip calling at destinations in 29 countries. 
The company’s range of shore excursions is also showcased: ‘Insider 
Access’, ‘Nights and Cool Places’, and ‘Cruise Global, Eat Local’. These 
‘Destination Immersion’ experiences ensure guests delve deeper into 
the cultures, attractions, food and nightlife of the places they visit. 

Complimentary ‘AzAmazing Evenings’ are also on the menu, 
including a classical concert among the ancient ruins of Ephesus and a 
performance beneath coconut palms in Ho Chi Minh City. 

Azamara Club Cruises will return to Australia for a third season in 
2018 and the new brochure details experiences available closer to 
home when Azamara Journey returns to our shores, including new 
ports such as Hamilton Island, Port Arthur and Kaikoura.
■ cruisingpower.com

The pricing is right
ITINERARIES AND prices are now available for Norwegian Jewel’s 
inaugural Australasian season, comprising 15 sailings from 
October 2017 to March 2018.

Prices for Jewel’s inaugural five-day ‘Tasmanian Sampler’ 
cruise range from $1,147 per person for an inside stateroom to 
$2,825 per person for a courtyard penthouse with balcony suite 
in NCL’s exclusive enclave, The Haven. All fares include access to 
a wide range of entertainment and dining options, ranging from 
teppanyaki to Brazilian churrascaria.

“Norwegian Jewel will deliver a new level of freedom and 
flexibility never before seen in Australia,” said Steve Odell, Senior 
Vice President and Managing Director Asia Pacific for Norwegian 
Cruise Line Holdings.

The ship’s inaugural local season will commence with a 
39-night combination cruise departing from Vancouver on 
October 3, 2017, and disembarking in Sydney on November 12, 
2017, visiting Hawaii and the South Pacific, which is also available 
as three sectional sailings ranging from 10 days to 17 days.
■ ncl.com.au 

CALL 1300 028 502 visit www.msccruises.com.au or see your travel agent
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King Penguins in 
South Georgia. 

Picture courtesy 
Michael S. Nolan

THIS PRINCESS WILL BE 
QUEEN OF THE SEAS
THE COUNTDOWN is on for the arrival of 
the biggest ship in the Princess Cruises fleet 
to be based Down Under this summer.

The 3,082-guest Emerald Princess will 
sail into Sydney Harbour on November 15. 
Stretching 290 metres, the superliner will 
introduce a range of new dining, shopping 
and entertainment offerings to Australian 
waters.

Emerald Princess will make her Australian 
debut in Fremantle on November 8, before 
visiting Busselton, south of Perth, on 
November 9 and Melbourne on November 13.

She will begin her inaugural five-month 
season from Sydney, sailing on 13 roundtrip 
cruises to destinations in the South Pacific, 
New Zealand and around Australia. Fares 
start from $1,199 per person twin share for 
an 11-night South Pacific cruise departing 
Sydney on January 21, 2017, and visiting 
five ports in New Caledonia and Vanuatu.

Highlights include SHARE by Curtis 
Stone, a 125-seat restaurant overlooking 
the aft decks and featuring offerings from 

the award-winning, internationally-known 
Australian chef. The restaurant is one of 
more than a dozen dining options on the 
superliner, which also features Princess’ new 
Salty Dog pub, serving up gourmet small 
dishes developed with renowned U.S. chef 
Ernesto Uchimura, and whiskey flights.

Emerald Princess will house new 
entertainment offerings, including the 
much-anticipated onboard musical Magic 
to Do from Oscar and Tony award-winning 
Broadway composer Stephen Schwartz. 
Cruisers can also enjoy the new Voice of 
the Ocean competition, which brings TV’s 
popular international singing competition 
to the high seas.

Guests can choose from more than 
1,500 rooms, including nearly 900 balcony 
staterooms, and take advantage of eight 
showrooms and lounges, two nightclubs, 
four swimming pools, a child-free 
sanctuary, poolside ‘Movies Under the Stars’ 
and the Lotus Spa.
■ princess.com

UNIWORLD BOUTIQUE River Cruise 
Collection is celebrating the release of its 
2017 Europe brochure with a fly free offer 
for Aussies travelling on cruises of 13 days or 
more next year.

The promotion applies to any cabin type 
on any European departure in 2017 and is 
subject to availability. Flight offers are only 
valid for new bookings made by October 
31 and full payment is also required by that 
date.

For itineraries lasting 12 days or less, 
guests can take advantage of economy 
airfares of $899 per person. Upgrades are 
also available with business class airfares of 
$3,999 per person for itineraries of 13 days or 
more and $4,299 per person for voyages of 
up to 12 days.

In addition to existing luxury itinerary 
favourites, the 2017 brochure showcases 
two new all-inclusive itineraries and the 
new state-of-the-art super ship, S.S. Joie de 
Vivre, to be based on the River Seine. There’s 
also a revamped onboard offering with the 
introduction of 24-hour room service and 
concierge services.

“We are thrilled to offer Australians the 

chance to experience our truly luxurious 
2017 river cruise itineraries by providing 
complimentary air travel to Europe with our 
quality airline partners,” said Fiona Dalton, 
Managing Director Uniworld Australia. “We 
also know that our agency partners will 
value this opportunity to assist clients that 
may have been dreaming about a Uniworld 
luxury river cruise experience to turn that 
dream into a reality by offering them a fly 
free option.”

Uniworld’s new 10-day ‘Rhine-Main 
Discovery & Munich’ itinerary features an 

NEW BROCHURE 
COMES WITH 
FLY FREE OFFER

in-depth exploration of the Jewish heritage 
of Germany. The 10-day ‘Paris & Impressions 
of the Seine’ delves into France’s artistic 
heritage with a focus on the Impressionists 
reflected in its onshore excursions, including 
visits to Monet’s Giverny gardens and the 
gardens of Versailles.

The S.S. Joie de Vivre will sail the company’s 
popular ‘Paris & Normandy’ itinerary and will 
dock in the heart of Paris, allowing guests to 
step off the ship right into the centre of one 
of the world’s best cities.
■ uniworld.com
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DEFINITELY 
NOT SLEEPLESS 
IN SEATTLE
ROYAL CARIBBEAN is offering 
travellers a unique opportunity to 
take a 24-night cruise from Seattle to 
Sydney via Hawaii and the Pacific. 

As the cruise season in Alaska 
ends, Explorer of the Seas will make 
her way Down Under for the summer 
sunshine of Australia. Departing from 
Seattle in Washington on October 8, 
Explorer will call at Honolulu and Maui 
in Hawaii before crossing the Pacific 
Ocean. 

The megaliner will then visit the 
tropical ports of Suva and Lautoka in 
Fiji – including an overnight stay in 
Suva – then on to Mystery Island in 
Vanuatu, Lifou in the Loyalty Islands 
and Maré in New Caledonia, before 
arriving in Sydney. This trans-Pacific 
voyage is priced from $1,959 per 
person.
■ royalcaribbean.com.au

DARE TO ENJOY FRENCH FLAIR
PONANT HAS released a comprehensive 
brochure featuring an extensive range of 
itineraries exploring the Asia and Pacific 
regions during 2017 and 2018.

Seven cruises onboard the modern 
luxury expedition ship L’Austral will reveal 
the highlights of Asia, featuring 16 UNESCO 
World Heritage sites. Itineraries include 
Japan, Vietnam, Philippines, Indonesia, 
Sabah and Papua, plus inaugural voyages to 
and from Myanmar. 

In the Pacific region, a further seven 
voyages on L’Austral and sister ship Le Boréal 
explore from Hawaii to French Polynesia, 
the Marquesas Islands, Easter Island, the 
Solomon Islands and Noumea, as well as 
the fiords and sub Antarctic islands of New 
Zealand and the east coast of Australia. 
These itineraries feature no less than 14 
World Heritage sites.

Easily accessible departure and arrival 
points such as Cairns, Bali, Manila and 
Wellington belie the many rarely-visited 
remote destinations included in this 
range of enticing voyages. Five voyages 
are designated ‘Expeditions’, appealing to 
adventurous travellers who enjoy exploring 
in absolute luxury.

Once-in-a-lifetime itinerary options range 
from exploring the remote islands of the 

sub-Antarctic to viewing the archaeological 
enigma of Easter Island’s giant stone Moais 
and the thousand-year-old petroglyphs of 
Fatu Hiva. In Vanuatu and Solomon Islands, 
meet members of the John Frum Cargo 
Cult, climb an active volcano and snorkel in 
waters renowned for World War Two wrecks; 
while Borneo provides the opportunity to 
see the ‘man of the forest’, our cousin the 
orangutan, in his natural habitat.

“If you are planning to travel with us in 
2017 or 2018 we encourage you to book as 
early as possible in order to secure the best 
possible fares and accommodation options 
onboard,” said Monique Ponfoort, Vice 
President, PONANT Australasia.
■ en.ponant.com

save up to

50%

Contact Discover travel shop on 1800 oCeaNs (623 267)  
or visit au.voyagesofdiscovery.com
*Terms & conditions apply, subject to availability at time of booking. Contact Discover Travel Shop for details.
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TAKING THE 
SCENIC ROUTE

Scenic Eclipse. Inset: Michelle 
Black,  

GM Sales and Marketing

EXPLORE FOUR MORE 
ENTICING OFFERS
HOLLAND AMERICA’S popular Explore4 promotion is back with four 
offers on select cruises from January 2017 through to April 2018. 

Travellers looking to book a cruise or ‘Land+Sea Journey’ for next 
year or beyond can take advantage of the benefits, which include 
complimentary beverages and specialty dining onboard, as well as 
reduced deposits and fares for friends and family. Suite bookings 
feature an internet credit and prepaid gratuities.

The Explore4 promotion for guests booking any category 
stateroom includes a ‘Signature Beverage Package’ valued at up to 
$US2,400 (approx. $AU3,160), dinner in the Pinnacle Grill, reduced 
cruise fares for friends and kids in the same stateroom and 50 per 
cent reduced deposits. Bookings must be made by November 18.

“Cruisers are early planners and our popular Explore4 promotion 
encourages our guests to book their vacation now while rewarding 
them with some exceptional bonuses,” said Orlando Ashford, 
President of Holland America Line. 

“By making their reservations during Explore4 guests have more 
itinerary and stateroom options for next year and the value of a 
cruise vacation increases even more.”  

The ‘Signature Beverage Package’ includes wine, beer, spirits, 
cocktails, sodas and coffee. The beverage offer is only applicable on 
the cruise portion of Alaska Land+Sea Journeys. (Beverage package 
value is based on a 24-day cruise and will increase based on days if a 
longer cruise is booked.)

The award-winning Pinnacle Grill highlights steak and seafood 
dishes like filet mignon and Alaska king salmon while also including 
favourites like roasted pumpkin risotto and grilled lamb chops.

Guests looking to take advantage of the Explore4 program can 
choose select itineraries to nearly all of Holland America’s global 
destinations, including Alaska and Alaska/Yukon Land+Sea Journeys, 
Asia, Australia/New Zealand, Baltic, Bermuda, Canada/New England, 
Caribbean, Europe, Hawaii, Mediterranean, Mexico, Panama Canal 
and South America.
■ hollandamerica.com
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Having a wine old time
APT WILL continue its successful series of wine-themed 
journeys in 2017, having once again secured the support of 
some of the leading figures from the Australian industry.

Four ambassadors will play host to guests on this 
dedicated cruise series, all of whom represent members 
of Australia’s ‘First Family of Wines’, a collective of 12 of the 
country’s leading multi-generational winemakers.

The four are Scott McWilliam of McWilliam’s Family 
Winemakers, Peter Barry from Jim Barry Wines, Cherry 
Stowman, Senior Brand Ambassador for Taylors Wines, and 
Bruce Tyrrell of Tyrrell’s Wines. Each will bring a personal 
selection of their own wines for tasting sessions and special 
hosted dinners onboard. They will also lead excursions 
to wineries to meet local vintners, explain the nuances of 
traditional wine-making techniques and educate guests on 
European wine heritage and traditions. Each ambassador will 
travel with guests for the duration of their cruise.

Scott McWilliam and Jim Barry will travel on the 15-day 
‘Magnificent Europe Wine Series’ cruise on both July 23 and 
November 11, 2017, departures. It is priced from $6,495 
per person twin share and features three Royal Signature 
Experiences, including the chance to explore Namedy Castle 
before enjoying a lavish banquet. 

Cherry Stowman plays host to guests travelling on the 
18-day ‘Wonders of Bordeaux and Rhône’, priced from $12,995 
per person twin share and departing September 19, 2017. 
The 15-day ‘Romantic Rhône & Seine’ combines both rivers 
and is priced from $9,695 per person twin share. It departs on 
August 17, 2017, and is being hosted by Bruce Tyrrell.

“Tasting and being guided by some of Australia’s most 
knowledgeable wine experts is a special addition to the APT 
Collection,” said Debra Fox, APT’s Executive General Manager, 
Global Sales and Marketing. 

“As a proud Australian family owned and operated 
business that next year celebrates a heritage of 90 years, 
we are particularly pleased to partner with Australia’s First 
Families of Wine, of which all our ambassadors are members.”
■ aptouring.com.au/WineSeries

The Zell vineyards in Germany  
Bottom: From left to right: APT Wine Ambassadors  
Scott McWilliam, Peter Barry, Bruce Tyrrell and Cherry Stowman



Uniquely A merican
R iver Cruises 

*TERMS & CONDITIONS: All fares are in US dollars, per person, twin share based on lowest available category & include all promotional savings & offers & port taxes (correct as of 9 Aug 2016). Prices are based on Outside Staterooms with Open Veranda  Cat C, Deluxe Outside 
Staterooms with Private Veranda Cat A & Superior Outside Staterooms with Open Veranda Cat AA. Valid for new bookings only, can't be combined with any other offers. All offers are capacity controlled and can be withdrawn or modified at any time without notice. Cancellation 
penalties & conditions apply. Solo occupancy is subject to availability and one selected cabin categories, details and fare available on request. Prices based on payment by cash or cheque only. Travel agent service fees not included. American Queen Steamboat Company reserve 
the right to change, correct errors, withdraw from sale any or all fares, itineraries, excursions & fees. For full terms & conditions visit www.aqsc.com.au or visit your local preferred Travel Agent.

INFO@AQSC.COM.AU | WWW.AQSC.COM.AU

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT 
OR CALL 02 9959 1355

INCLUSIONS
•  Deluxe hotel stay before your voyage – includes breakfast, taxes, porterage  

and transfers to the American Queen
• Signature Hop-On Hop-Off Shore Excursions included in each port of call
• Complimentary wine and beer with dinner
•    Complimentary cappuccino, espresso, bottled water and soft drinks throughout your voyage
• Daily lectures by the Riverlorian, our onboard history and culture expert
• Acclaimed nightly entertainment worthy of Broadway
• Themed voyage entertainment and events
• Exclusive City Tours in St. Louis and Memphis
• Priority check-in and pre-boarding on embarkation day
• Complimentary laundry service

2017  
BROCHURE 
OUT NOW

Travelling on the Mighty Mississippi and its tributaries aboard the American 
Queen, you will be transported back in time, to an era of leisurely and romantic 
travel. There is no better way to see America than from the perspective of the 
river, for the river played a tremendous role in shaping of this beautiful country 
and the lives of the people who inhabit it.

Outside Stateroom  US$9,128*
Deluxe Outside Stateroom  US$10,128*
Superior Outside Stateroom  US$10,428*

Stateroom US$From

2017 FARES  
august 13 – september 4

THE MIGHTY MISSISSIPPI
22 Night/23 Day  - Grand Voyage
MINNEAPOLIS TO NEW ORLEANS
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For this reason the award-winning 
cruise line Voyages to Antiquity made the 
innovative decision to choose a premium 
class 350 berth ship, Aegean Odyssey, in 
order to provide a diverse range of carefully 
selected and really unique high value small-
ship itineraries.

AWARD-WINNING CRUISING
Winners of ‘Best for Enrichment’ at the 

2016 World of Cruising Wave Awards, as 
well as Cruise Critic Editor’s Pick and ‘Best 
Specialist Cruise Line’, Voyages to Antiquity 
have been voted for by their own customers 
for a very good reason.

A TRAVELLER OR A HOLIDAYMAKER
For those who like to be informed, having 

a guest speaker on board who is an expert in 
their field, providing knowledge and context 
on upcoming destinations, can really add 
breadth to a trip. This is something Voyages 
to Antiquity do on every one of their cruises.

Itineraries can be chosen based on 
heritage themes, but the flexibility of a smaller 
ship’s route allows plenty of time for the 
holidaymaker as well as the traveller in you to 
flourish. Informal, all-inclusive dining, inclusive 
shore excursions, pre- and post-cruise hotels 
and other gratuity essentials come as standard 
in all Voyages to Antiquity packages.

CRUISEtalk: Advertorial

WHEN CHOOSING a cruise line package, your 
destination might well be the first thing you 
decide upon, but there is something else 
that is just as important to consider when 
picking an itinerary: your ship.

Terms like megaships, tall ships and super 
yachts might seem self-explanatory, but have 
you ever wondered why they put so much 
focus on the size of the ship? Just what exactly 
does size mean for your actual experience?

SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL
Small-ship cruising is a relatively recent 

phenomenon which focuses on a more 
intimate experience. It may seem counter 
intuitive, but bigger ships, while great for 
many occasions, can struggle to reach 
certain destinations, whereas a smaller ship 
can get you right into the heart of those 
other interesting places lying just off the 
beaten track.

THE PATH LESS TRAVELLED
In the Mediterranean, for example, where 

there is a wealth of inlets, islands and coastline 
to explore, all of it rich in sunshine, beauty 
and history, there is enormous scope for new 
horizons. Here and elsewhere, river cruising 
is also more accessible, taking you inland to 
destinations you may never have considered 
possible on a water holiday before.

WHERE DO YOU WANT TO GO?
It’s a good time to begin thinking 

about your destination and your ship. The 
advantage of so much choice is that you 
can pretty much go in any direction, even 
choosing a Cruise Tour or Fly Free Grand 
Voyage option. 

Voyages to Antiquity offer an all-inclusive 
experience, including the following in your 
cruise fare:

• Expertly-planned itineraries

• Included pre- and/or post-cruise  
hotel stays

• All meals on board 

• Complimentary wine, beer or soft  
drinks with dinner on board

• Experienced guest speakers on  
every cruise

• Included sightseeing tours

• More time to enjoy ashore with  
longer port stays

• Included gratuities

• Transfers, port taxes and baggage 
handling overseas

SMALL-SHIP CRUISING:  
what exactly does it mean? 

This month Voyages to Antiquity release details of their competitively priced 2017 
cruise tour program, upping the stakes in their range of destinations with some 30 new 
ports of call, including maiden visits to the Orkney and Shetland Islands, Iceland for the 
Northern Lights and Olbia in Sardinia.

The new itineraries also allow guests to stay for two nights in Edinburgh, Liverpool, 
Dublin, Cannes and Marseilles, so they can really get under the skin of these ports. Mid-
cruise land stays will also be available in France and Morocco, with river cruising in Spain 
and France, allowing guests to thoroughly explore more of these destinations in the way 
that only a small-ship experience can allow.

FREE AIR TRAVEL Book a Grand Voyage and enjoy FREE return flights from Australia to 
Europe. Conditions apply.
■ au.voyagestoantiquity.com



INCLUDES: Pre- & post-cruise hotel stays • All meals onboard • Complimentary wine, beer or soft drinks  
with dinner onboard • Sightseeing excursions • Experienced guest speakers on each cruise  

• Gratuities & port fees • Transfers & baggage handling between overseas airports hotels and the ship+

2017 VOYAGES ON SALE!

*TERMS & CONDITIONS: All fares in Australian dollars, per person, twin share based on lowest available category & include all promotional savings & 
offers, onboard gratuities, air & port taxes (correct as of 5 Aug 2016). Cruise only voyages based on Cat L for 11 May 17 voyage and Cat K cabins for 27 Jun 
17 voyage. Fly Free Grand Voyage based on cabin Cat J. Valid for new bookings only. All EBD Offers, including any % discount offered at time of booking, 
are capacity controlled and can be withdrawn or modified at any time without notice. All fly free offers are capacity controlled and can be withdrawn or 
modified at any time without notice. Offers are capacity controlled & may be withdrawn at any time without notice & can’t be combined with other offers. 
Cancellation penalties & conditions apply. ^FLY FREE offer is subject to availability. Airfares, cruise & accommodation prices based on specified booking 
classes, airlines, routings & departure dates. Valid for flights to/from Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide & Perth. Solo occupancy is subject to availability 
and one selected cabin categories, details and fare available on request. +Pre & post hotel accommodation & transfers from airport/port/hotel offered 
on dates specified on itinerary only, ask for details. Prices based on payment by cash or cheque only. Travel agent service fees not included. Voyages to 
Antiquity reserve the right to change, correct errors, withdraw from sale any or all fares, itineraries, excursions & fees. For full terms & conditions visit  
www.voyagestoantiquity.com.au or visit your local preferred Travel Agent.

GRAND ICELAND &  
THE BRITISH ISLES

LONDON TO EDINBURGH 
32 DAYS – 27 JUNE 17

Highlights: London (Tilbury), Rosyth, Kirkwall, 
Heimaey, Reykjavik, Isafjordur, Husavik, Torshavn, 

Lerwick, London, Gurnsey, Falmouth, Isles of  
Scilly, Dublin, Liverpool, Douglas, Isles of  Arran, 

Stornoway, Scrabster, Oban, Greenock/Edinburgh

 • FREE economy class airfare from Australia^  
to London, returning from Edinburgh  

• 2 night hotel stay in London • 27 night cruise 
aboard Aegean Odyssey • 2 night hotel stay in 
Edinburgh • 22 included tours in 5 countries

$14,950* per person 
twin share

FLY FREE ̂

$14,495* per person 
twin share

HISTORIC SPAIN,  
SICILY & ITALY
SEVILLE TO ROME 

19 DAYS - 11 MAY 2017

Highlights: Seville, Cadiz, Malaga, 
Cartagena, Trapani, Valletta, Syracuse, 

Taormina, Palermo, Sorrento, 
Civitavecchia/Rome

• 2 night hotel stay in Seville • 14 night 
cruise aboard Aegean Odyssey  

• 2 night hotel stay in Rome  
• 11 included tours in 3 countries

$14,950* per person 
twin share

ICELAND FAROES  
& SHETLANDS

LONDON TO LONDON  
17 DAYS – 27 JUNE 2017

Highlights:  London (Tilbury), 
Rosyth, Kirkwall, Heimaey, Raykjavik, 

Isafjordur, Akureyri, Husavik, Torshavn, 
Lerwick, London

 • 2 night hotel stay in London  
• 14 night cruise aboard Aegean 

Odyssey • Included shore excursions

$14,950* per person 
twin share

$5,986* per person 
twin share

 info@vta.net.au 
www.voyagestoantiquity.com.au

BROCHURES:  02 9959 1345
TO BOOK: See your preferred travel agent

Standard Outside Cabin from 

$4,595* per person 
twin share

Premium Inside Cabin Premium Inside Cabin

CRUISE TOUR * CRUISE TOUR *

DISTINCTIVE
VOYAGES

May to October 2017

MEDITERRANEAN • AEGEAN • GREEK ISLES

BRITAIN • IRELAND • ICELAND • MOROCCO

22 CRUISE-TOURS

ON SALE
• FREE Return Airfares to Europe

• FREE Shore Excursions

• FREE Hotel Stays pre or post-cruise

BOOK THIS SPECIAL OFFEER NOW - WHEN IT’S GONE, IT’S GONE!

REQUEST  
A BROCHURE

TODAY

MEDITERRANEAN • AEGEAN • GREEK ISLES • BRITAIN • IRELAND • ICELAND • MOROCCO

VTA-3924 Travel Talk.indd   1 9/08/2016   11:29 am
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First pictures of Sir 
Richard’s new son

THE FIRST images of the 
newly-opened villas on the 
Son Bunyola Estate have 
just been released, part 
of Sir Richard Branson’s 
privately-owned collection 
of hotels and retreats.

The estate covers more 
than 280 hectares and is 
located between Esporles 

and Banyalbufar on the northwest coast of Mallorca in Spain. 
The two villas are the five-bedroom Sa Punta De S’Aguila and 

the four-bedroom Sa Terra Rotja. Both have their own heated 
swimming pools and offer accommodation for 10 (Sa Punta) or 
eight (Sa Terra) adults. 

Rates for Sa Punta start from EUR21, 825 (approx. $AU31,900) 
for a seven-night stay or $3,190 per person based on 10 adults 
staying. Prices for Sa Terra Rotja, which translates as ‘red earth,’ 
start from EUR17,460 (approx. $AU25,500) for a seven-night stay 
or $3,200 per person based on eight adults staying.

Included in the price is accommodation for seven nights, 
all drinks including wine, beer, spirits, soft drinks and Spanish 
sparkling wine, breakfast, lunch and dinner including a local 
restaurant reservation one night, a concierge service to take 
care of activities and restaurant bookings, wireless internet, 
daily housekeeping and pool servicing.
■ virginlimitededition.com

GUESTS STAYING at a new five-star hotel 
on the doorstep of Sydney Airport can take 
advantage of a special opening rate.

The 386-suite Mascot (Sydney Airport) 
Hotel opened for business on August 22, 
offering direct links to the international 
and domestic terminals via a train station 
200 metres away. The special offer of $149 
a night for a one-bedroom modern suite is 
available for a limited time for stays before 
September 30, after which the price will rise 
to $199.

“The plane spotters and airport 
enthusiasts will be able to book our 
premium suites, named Aero Suites,” said 
Matthew Thomas, General Manager of 
Meriton Serviced Apartments. “The Aero 
Suites are on the higher floors and occupy 
the corner of the building that boasts direct 
runway and terminal views. We also have 

Landmark  converts into a hotel
ONE OF the most iconic buildings in London is being restored and 
converted into a 100 bedroom hotel, spa, private residences and 
private members’ club. 

Previously used by Sir Winston Churchill, Lord Mountbatten and 
James Bond creator Ian Fleming, Admiralty Arch now has 12 of the 
world’s top hotel groups expressing interest in running the hotel.

Located on The Mall and regarded as the gatehouse to 
Buckingham Palace, Admiralty Arch was built in 1910 as a working 
monument to the British Navy and a memorial to Queen Victoria. 
It was designed by Sir Aston Webb who was also responsible for 
renovating the façade of Buckingham Palace. Indeed, the Arch once 
helped to link Buckingham Palace, The Mall and Trafalgar Square.

“The decorations are more colourful and more in keeping with 
late 20th century and early 21st century taste,” said David Mlinaric, 
the renowned interior decorator overseeing the restoration. “The 
furnishings are a mixture of antique and contemporary for reasons 
of styling and comfort. In this way, it will be quite unlike any other 
London hotel.”

Up to four exclusive serviced residences are being created and 
available for sale. All residents will have access to the luxury amenities 
offered by the hotel inside Admiralty Arch, including a 24-hour 
concierge service and security, private off-road valet parking service, 
private entrance and lift 
to the residences, and a 
lifetime membership to the 
private members’ club.

The operator of the hotel 
is expected to be chosen 
in 2017, now that building 
work and the restoration of 
Admiralty Arch is underway.  
■ admiraltyarch.co.uk

OPENING OFFER IS 
JUST PLANE SAILING

a rooftop outdoor observation deck for all 
guests to enjoy.”

All suites at the hotel include free high-
speed Wi-Fi, coffee pod machines, Foxtel and 
exclusive METIS skincare bathroom amenities. 

“The hotel will have a pre-arrival lounge 
for guests on early flights and an internet 
hub featuring Apple iMacs. Anyone wanting 
to fire up their metabolism before or after a 
flight will be able to swim laps in our indoor 
heated pool and enjoy a spa or sauna. They’ll 
also have 24-hour access to our gym.” 

Other facilities include easy access to an 
on-site Woolworths, BWS bottleshop, Priceline 
pharmacy, a Coffee Club and many other 
cafes and restaurants. A round-trip shuttle bus 
service to the terminals is also available. 

“We are also offering ‘Park, Sleep and Fly’ 
packages where guests can leave their car at 
the hotel for a small additional fee after they 
stay and while they are away travelling,” said 
Thomas. “The package includes return-trip 
shuttle bus transfers to either terminal.”
■ meriton.com.au
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PROPERTYtalk: Review

WHEN CELEBRATING a significant 
anniversary, it is prudent to book 
appropriate accommodation, particularly 
if the celebratee happens to be your other 
half, writes Jon Underwood.

So when my wife had reason to raise her 
bat for a sterling half century recently, it was 
vital that I find somewhere our family could 
mark this important occasion in style. The 
Sebel Hawkesbury Resort & Spa in Windsor, 
New South Wales, was everything I could 
have hoped for… and a little bit more.

Arriving for our five-day visit, I was 
immediately taken with the stylish nature of 
the place. The lady at reception was friendly 
and courteous, booking us into the three-
bedroom Bilpin Suite with the minimum 
of fuss and economy of time. Our three 
children felt like celebrities when we walked 
into the two-storey suite, particularly when 
they saw the size of the massive flat screen 
TV in the living room. 

The Bilpin Suite was just perfect for our 
family of five, with a main bedroom for the 
adults, a double bed for our 15-year-old 
daughter and two singles in another room 
for our sons. The bathroom was large and 
featured a deep spa bath, while a shower 
and toilet downstairs prevented any rows 
about the bathing roster. The modern 
kitchen contained everything we needed 

to concoct the occasional family meal, 
although nearby Windsor has an eclectic 
range of pub dining, restaurants, take-aways 
and supermarkets for any essentials.

But the beauty of The Sebel from our 
point of view was the facilities, with the 
Rum Barracks golf club no more than a 
gentle 9-iron away, tennis courts, a pool, 
gym and sauna. The relaxed atmosphere of 
the Barracks Bar was a great place to have 
an adult beverage over a game of snooker 
while listening to the sounds from the 
authentic juke box. In short, plenty to keep 
the kids and the adults amused.

For us grown-ups, the highlights were 
undoubtedly the adjacent Villa Thalgo 
Day Spa, where my wife enjoyed what she 
described as the best massage she’s ever 
had. It was the perfect first course for her 
birthday dinner, which took place at the 
hotel’s acclaimed Harvest Restaurant. 

Think rillettes of Berkshire pork or 
butter poached tiger prawns followed by 
pan seared bream or lamb shank curry. 
Dessert was intriguing: the snowball was 
Belgian white chocolate mousse with 
white chocolate dirt while my wife had the 
tiramisu, which resembled a deconstructed 
trifle. Reasonably priced and totes delicious, 
it was the perfect meal to round off a great 
week… if only we all turned 50 every year!

Sebel Hawkesbury Resort and Spa is the 
only four-and-a-half star hotel located in 
the Hawkesbury and Nepean regions of 
New South Wales. It has 105 rooms and 
suites and is an easy 45-minute drive from 
the Sydney CBD and an hour’s drive from 
Sydney Airport.
■ sebelhawkesbury.com.au

SETTLING IN AT THE SEBEL

BEST RIVER CRUISE
OPERATOR
2015-2016

BEST INTERNATIONAL
TOUR OPERATOR

2014-2015

BEST DOMESTIC
TOUR OPERATOR

2012-2016

*Conditions apply. Prices are per person (pp), AUD, twin share and include gratuities and sundries. Prices are inclusive of Early Payment Discount. Prices are correct as at 10 August 2016, but may fluctuate due to changes in availability, surcharges, fees, taxes or exchange rates. 
Prices based on: UTUW17: 16 September 2017. ALL OFFERS: All offers are valid until 30 November 2016, unless sold out prior. Subject to availability, not combinable, available on new bookings only and may be withdrawn at any time. A limited number of offers are available on 
selected itineraries and departures. DEPOSITS & FINAL PAYMENTS: A non-refundable deposit of $1,000 pp is due within 7 days. A second non-refundable deposit of $2,000 pp is due by 30 November 2016. Final payment is due 100 days prior to departure. EARLY PAYMENT 
DISCOUNT: Save up to $400 pp on holidays of 16 days or more. Tour must be paid in full 10 months prior to departure date. This offer is combinable with applicable airfare offer and Travel with Friends discount. AIRFARE OFFERS: Subject to availability of airline and booking 
class. Once booking class sold out surcharges apply. Flights must be booked by APT. All airfare offers are in economy class (S class) with Qantas, or an airline of APT’s choosing. Airfare offers are available from selected capital cities. FLY FOR $995 PER PERSON: Offer includes 
return economy class airfare, with air taxes up to the value of $200 pp. Offer available when booking UTUW17 on May to September 2017 departures.. Australian Pacific Touring Pty Ltd. ABN 44 004 684 619. ATAS accreditation #A10825. APT4688

Discovering USA’s  
striking natural  
wonders is the best. 
It’s official! Once again, APT has been named the Best at the  
2016 AFTA National Travel Industry Awards. And there are so many 
reasons why, from the places we go, to our dedicated team and of 
course our valued guests, people like you. To celebrate them all, 
we’re offering the best deals across all the best destinations.

APT’s Best Celebration Savings are on for a limited time.   
Don’t miss out. 

Visit aptouring.com.au/USA2017

San Francisco to Las Vegas 
17 days from $13,595* pp twin share  

 FLY FOR $995*

CALIFORNIA

UTAH

ARIZONA

LOS ANGELES 
(HOLLYWOOD)

SAN
FRANCISCO
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UTUW17

Western Wonders

BEST CELEBRATION SAVING
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Jessie J flies in for plane gig
POP STAR Jessie J raised the temperature at Sydney Airport 
recently with a summer party-themed gig aboard 
a British Airways aircraft.

The 28-year-old judge of TV’s The Voice staged 
a special acoustic show for celebrity guests, VIP 
customers and 10 competition winners.

Lucky fans watched her perform three of her 
biggest hits including Bang Bang, Pricetag and 
Domino – plus a cover of the late singer Prince’s 
1984 hit Purple Rain – inside a cabin decorated 
like a traditional summer street party, complete 
with bunting and bright balloons. And at the same performance British Airways announced 
their latest set of summer flight packages to more than 100 European destinations.

“This is the first time I’ve ever sung onboard an aeroplane and it was brilliant,” said Jessie. “The 
audience really got into it and the cabin actually had terrific acoustics. Maybe next time we’ll 
take off!” 

British Airways has been flying to Australia for more than 80 years and currently operates a 
daily service between Sydney and London Heathrow via Singapore with return fares starting 
from $1,477.
■ ba.com

Three in a row
GARUDA INDONESIA has been 
awarded ‘World’s Best Cabin Crew’ 
for the third year in a row by the 
Skytrax global rating agency.

The award was given based on a 
Global Customer Satisfaction Survey 
of more than 18 million passengers 
conducted by Skytrax, the global 
benchmark of airline excellence.

“I believe that this award will 
serve as further inspiration for 
Garuda and its employees to remain 
committed and even improve 
further,” said Mr Arif Wibowo, 
President and CEO of Garuda 
Indonesia.
■ garuda-indonesia.com

HOLLYWOOD ACTRESS Anna Faris and Kiwi 
actor and comedian Rhys Darby are the stars of 
the latest safety video from Air New Zealand. 

Shot at Warner Bros. Studios in Los 
Angeles, the video explores several different 
Hollywood film genres as Darby tries to 
convince the star of the hit TV show Mom 
and the Scary Movie films to play a role in the 
airline’s new video with him. It’s the second 
time the airline has partnered with Warner 
Bros., which helped to produce the airline’s 
Hobbit in-flight safety videos.

Some of the locations featured in the 

‘Safety in Hollywood’ video have been seen 
in movies such as Jurassic Park, Casablanca, 
War of the Worlds and the TV series True Blood. 
More than 20 extras were also involved, 
including Chester the chihuahua, who has 
appeared in Transformers and Grey’s Anatomy.

“Our in-flight safety videos are now world 
famous and we know people anticipate their 
release,” said Jodi Williams, Air New Zealand 
Head of Global Brand. “The interest in them 
has been phenomenal and collectively 
they’ve attracted more than 83 million views 
online.”

Anna Faris follows in the footsteps of 
Emmy Award and Grammy Award winner 
Betty White, the All Blacks and the cast of 
The Hobbit in the safety video series.

“I really wanted to be part of this 
project because Air New Zealand has really 
redefined safety videos with its fun and 
creative approach,” said Ms Farris. “It’s so easy 
to tune out when watching a traditional 
safety video, so it comes as such a delightful 
surprise when you get something that’s 
really fun and funny.”
■ airnewzealand.com

MOVIE STAR PLAYS SAFETY ROLE



Offering more choice to your 
customers is as easy child’s play

Expect MORE from Lufthansa Group

More destinations. More partners. More connections.
More gateways. More hubs. More flexibility. More comfort.

www.lufthansaexperts.com
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BALI

ROMANCE IN THE HEART OF SEMINYAK
WITH ITS proliferation of beach clubs, bars, restaurants, cafes, spas and high-end boutiques, 
the Seminyak region is understandably popular among young couples. But although it’s 
hectic, you can still find some romantic respite.

At Amadea Resort and Villas you can enjoy all the region has to offer, then escape to a tropical 
oasis at the end of the day. Located on the famous ‘Eat Street’, the property is close to the action 
yet set off the busy road, making it ideal for those looking for relaxation and romance. 

The resort is currently offering a ‘Romantic Escape Package’. Starting from $US325 plus taxes 
(approx. $AU430) for a three-day, two-night stay, the package applies to all room categories and 
includes return airport transfers, daily buffet breakfast, an intimate three-course dinner at nearby 
Bistro Batu Kali and an indulgent 60-minute massage 
at Ambiente Spa. Honeymooners will also receive 
romantic bed decoration on arrival. 

Guests can also book the ‘Bali Getaway Villa’ 
package. Priced from around $AU1,070, the three-
day, two-night offer includes accommodation in 
a two-bedroom villa, return airport transfers, daily 
international buffet breakfast at Bistro Batu Kali or in 
the villa, one full-day car charter to explore the island, 
six pieces of clothing per person laundered free per 
day and unlimited Wi-Fi. 
■ arvs.pphotels.com

LONG RECOGNISED as one of Bali’s leading 
family-friendly properties, Bali Dynasty 
Resort is fully integrated with six restaurants, 
five bars, three swimming pools and a 
dedicated kids’ water fun zone. 

There’s a spa, exercise room, beach club, 
kids’ club, kids’ playground, teens club, trapeze 
school, a complimentary hospitality lounge 
and free Wi-Fi throughout the property.

For stays until March 31, 2017, the resort is 
offering a range of deals and early bird rates 
when booked by October 31. Among them 
is the ‘Deluxe Hot Deal’, which is priced from 
$US343 plus taxes (approx. $AU455) and 
includes three nights’ accommodation in a 
deluxe room, daily breakfast for two adults, 
return airport transfers, free kids activities 
across the resort and free buffet meals for 
every child dining with a full paying adult.

The ‘Family Adventure Package’ starts 
from $US786 plus taxes (approx. $AU1,040) 

OODLES OF 
VALUE FOR 
FAMILIES
LOCATED JUST steps from one of Bali’s 
most famous stretches of sand and 
with direct walking access to the new 
Beachwalk shopping precinct, Harris 
Resort Kuta Beach offers families a 
tropical oasis in the heart of bustling 
Kuta. 

The four-star resort is well suited 
to energetic sun-seekers and families 
with young children, but for those 
also interested in pampering, the 
property is currently offering a spa 
promo. For IDR150,000 nett (approx. 
$AU15) guests can experience the 
healing effects of a 60-minute Balinese 
massage, combining long kneading 
and rolling strokes with palm pressure 
techniques to relieve tension. 

While parents are receiving some 
well-deserved R&R, kids can play safely 
at the resort’s Dino Kids Club, which 
is free for those aged from three to 12 
years. Here they’ll enjoy egg painting, 
treasure hunts, origami, water games 
and other supervised fun. Located 
right in front of the club is a dedicated 
kids pool with a waterslide and a 
playground with swings.

From Monday to Saturday families 
can participate in free cooking classes, 
learning how to whip up authentic 
Indonesian fried rice or noodles. On 
weekdays, guests can also purchase 
waffles and pancakes with ice-cream 
for just IDR40,000 nett (approx. $AU4) 
a serve. On Saturdays the resort hosts 
a barbeque dinner featuring Balinese 
dancers. The dinner costs IDR190,000 
nett per person (approx. $AU$19) and 
is free for guests aged 12 years and 
under (up to a maximum of two kids).
■ kuta-bali.harrishotels.com

and caters for two adults and two children 
aged under 12. It includes three nights’ 
accommodation in a family studio room, daily 
breakfast, return airport transfers and free 
entrance to neighbouring Waterbom Park.

With a variety of function spaces within 
the resort’s tropical gardens or on the 
beachfront, Bali Dynasty also caters for 
weddings and vow renewals. Until June 
2017, packages can be western or Balinese 
in style and start from $US1,200 nett for 
weddings (approx. $AU1,600) and $US660 
nett for vow renewals (approx. $AU875).

All resort guests can join the new loyalty 
program, Dynasty Rewards. For every night 
booked and each time they spend in the 
on-site restaurants, bars and spa, guests 
earn points which can be redeemed on 
their return visit against food, drink, spa 
treatments and even room nights. 
■ bdr.pphotels.com

The early bird catches the worm
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GO NORTH AND GLAMP
THE NEW Menjangan Dynasty Resort, Beach 
Camp and Dive Centre threw open its doors 
last month.

Located on an isolated peninsula on 
more than 16 hectares in North Bali, the 
resort is surrounded on three sides by ocean 
and boasts a calm lagoon with a white 
sandy beach, making it the best ‘glamping’ 
(glamorous camping) experience in the region.

The resort features 25 beach camp tents 
and four one-bedroom and two-bedroom 
safari-style cliff villa tents with their own 
private infinity pool. All come with flat 
screen TVs, a mini bar, safe deposit box 
and an ensuite with bathroom amenities 
including a high dryer. Every tent also 
enjoys uninterrupted views of the ocean, 
Menjangan Island, the surrounding national 
park and an impressive backdrop of Mt 
Raung, Mt Ijen and Mt Baluran on East Java.

Other resort facilities include a large 
infinity-edge swimming pool, the Pasir Putih 
Beach Club & Bar, a Dive Centre, spa with 

private waterfront treatment rooms, exercise 
room and a bamboo wantilan (traditional 
Balinese meeting pavilion) offering a unique 
space for weddings and events.

Bali’s north-west coast is becoming 
increasingly popular among visitors looking 
for authentic local experiences and unspoilt 
natural surroundings. Within the resort 
area attractions and activities include 
diving and snorkelling at Menjangan Island 
(a 15-minute boat trip from the resort), 
the Atlas Pearl farms, the quiet village of 
Pemuteran, trekking, cycling, horse riding, 
local hot springs and secret waterfalls. 

The four-day, three-night ‘Glamping 
Adventure’ starts from $US1,109 (approx. 
$AU1,470) including one night at Bali Dynasty 
Resort, Kuta, two nights in a beach camp tent 
at Menjangan Dynasty Resort, daily breakfast, 
all transfers, a cultural tour enroute from 
Kuta to north Bali and a candle-lit dinner and 
afternoon tea at Menjangan. 
■ mrd.pphotels.com

Get the skinny on lipo
THE COSMEDIC Centre at BIMC Nusa Dua is popular with 
visitors looking for non-invasive treatments such as body 
contouring, laser hair removal and Botox. 

Staffed by a large team of internationally trained 
physicians and boasting state-of-the-art equipment, 
the hospital is also gaining popularity among medical 
travellers seeking surgical procedures.

Among the most popular is liposuction. Also known 
as lipoplasty, the cosmetic procedure effectively removes 

deposits of excess fat from specific areas of the body, including the face and neck, and 
can slim hips and thighs, flatten the abdomen, shape the calves and ankles, or reduce a 
double chin. 

The procedure is often ideal for localised and frustrating fat deposits that do not 
respond to diet or exercise and can be performed on several areas of the body at the 
same time with permanent results (results vary from person to person). Patients are able 
to return to work in just a few days after surgery and resume normal activities usually 
within one or two weeks. 

At BIMC’s CosMedic Centre the surgical procedure is performed by certified plastic 
surgeon, Dr. Suka Adnyana. Interested visitors are being offered complimentary 
consultations throughout September.
■ For further information, contact cosmedic@bimc.com; bimc.com
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WHERE LUXURY 
AND CULTURE 
COMBINE
SINCE IT was first made popular by artists 
in the 1930s, Bali has evolved from a 
little-known bohemian enclave into a 
chic destination full of world-class resorts, 
restaurants, spas and designer boutiques.

Despite this explosion of development, 
many Balinese manage to continue the 
traditional rituals of village life. Some 
properties, like Four Seasons Jimbaran 
Bay, also try to honour the island’s culture 
through design, educational programs and 
ceremonies. 

Following the January unveiling of the 
resort’s new one-bedroom villas, the five-star 
property has now completed a major upgrade 
of its two-bedroom garden, Jimbaran Bay and 
premier villas. It is also inviting travellers to 
rediscover Bali’s original authenticity through 
new on-site cultural experiences.

Offering the ultimate luxury for families 
or groups of friends, the fully-renovated and 
redesigned 370-square-metre, two-bedroom 
premier villas enjoy panoramic ocean views 
and privacy. Each bedroom has an ensuite 
and is located either side of a spacious 
common living, lounge and dining area with 
direct access to the private pool, sundeck 
and dining bale perched on the cliff’s edge. 
From wall carvings and wooden flooring 
to thatch-roofing and original artworks, 

the villa décor pays homage to traditional 
Balinese design.

Recognising Bali’s arts community, the 
resort has launched the Ganesha Cultural 
Centre, an interactive and experiential space 
for exhibitions and workshops in traditional 
art, music and crafts. The centre’s mission is 
to actively support local artists and enable 
them to connect with an international 
audience through resort guests.

“We believe it is our responsibility – as 
well as our honour – to give guests the 
opportunity to personally meet and learn 
from Bali’s talented artists, who are hand-
picked and invited to share their knowledge 
and skills,” said Uday Rao, General Manager 
of Four Seasons Resorts Bali. “Guests can take 

a lesson in woodcarving, painting, dancing, 
making offerings for ceremonies, or weaving 
fine songket.” 

Guests can also explore Bali via their 
palate through three newly-launched 
dining experiences. Exclusively available for 
only one booking per night, the ‘Culinary 
Tour de Force’ is Bali’s first progressive 
dining experience within a five-star resort 
and features four courses in four different 
locations. 

There’s the new ‘Sunset Cruise’ around 
Jimbaran Bay featuring canapes and 
champagne and ‘Bali’s Longest Brunch’, held 
every Sunday between 11am and 5pm at the 
resort’s Sundara beach club and restaurant. 
■ fourseasons.com/jimbaranbay

The people  
have spoken
FOR THE second consecutive year, Oberoi Hotels & Resorts 
has been voted ‘World’s Best Hotel Brand’ in Travel + Leisure 
USA’s World’s Best Awards.

Based on a readers’ poll, the awards are considered 
among the most prestigious in the travel industry, with 
voters rating their experiences based on rooms and 
facilities, location, service, restaurants, food and value.

Two of the company’s best resorts are located on Bali and 
nearby Lombok. Set within six hectares of mature tropical 
gardens on fashionable Seminyak Beach, the Oberoi Bali 
is one of the island’s most iconic properties. Its cluster of 
14 luxury villas and 60 large lanai rooms complement a 
resort swimming pool, dining venues such as the Kura Kura 
Restaurant, Frangipani Café and Kayu Bar, and a resort spa.

On the island of Lombok, the resort is located on Medana 
Beach on the north-west coast, directly opposite the Gili 
Islands. Comprising 20 villas and 30 pavilions, the Oberoi 
Lombok also boasts a swimming pool, additional decorative 
pools and a choice of dining venues including the Lumbung 
Restaurant, Sunbird Café and Tkek Bar. 
■ oberoihotels.com

A luxury villa at 
the Oberoi Bali
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Are you tough enough?
THOUSANDS OF people will converge 
on Bali to face the ultimate test of 
physical strength, teamwork, stamina 
and mental grit when worldwide 
extreme event Tough Mudder makes its 
debut in Asia from October 1 to 2. 

Founded in 2010 and known as one 
of the toughest events on the planet, 
Tough Mudder is a 16 to 20-kilometre 
obstacle course that challenges 
participants to work as a team and 
overcome both physical and mental 
hurdles.

Taking place within Jimbaran in 
Bali’s south, the event will pass through 
pristine forests, scenic flatlands and 
across cliff tops, making the location 

one of the most picturesque and iconic 
on the Tough Mudder circuit. 

“We’re thrilled to bring the Tough 
Mudder experience to Southeast Asia 
for the first time with our debut event in 
Bali,” said Will Dean, CEO and Founder, 
Tough Mudder Inc. “Since the beginning, 
Tough Mudder has always been about 
creating life-changing experiences and 
as a company we are committed to 
bringing that experience to thousands 
of new Mudders.”

Registration for Tough Mudder Bali 
is now open, so build a team with your 
friends, family and colleagues or go solo 
and make new mates at the event. 
■ toughmudder.id

A TALL ORDER 
IN SEMINYAK
AUSTRALIAN HOTEL management 
company, StayWell Hospitality Group, 
recently announced it will open and 
manage the new Park Regis Seminyak, 
the company’s second property in Bali.

Due to open in July next year, the 
hotel will be the tallest in the area and 
boast a rooftop bar with 360-degree 
views. There will be 110 generously-sized 
guest rooms and suites, three swimming 
pools, a spa and gymnasium, all within 
walking distance of Seminyak’s upmarket 
shopping, entertainment and restaurants. 

“We are very proud of our expansion 
in Bali – a strategic move to cater for the 
growing tourism market,” said Simon Wan, 
StayWell Hospitality Group CEO.

“The Park Regis Seminyak is one of our 
group’s most recent acquisitions and we 
are very excited about the opportunity 
to partner together with an experienced 
entrepreneur (owner) Mr Eddy Arifin to 
build our international network.” 

The opening of the Park Regis 
Seminyak will bring the StayWell 
Hospitality Group’s portfolio to more than 
35 hotels worldwide. 
■ staywellgroup.com
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SAIL AWAY 
WITH ME
SAILING AROUND Bali is becoming 
increasingly popular among visitors to the 
island however, according to Indonesian 
Island Sail (IIS), the activity is much more 
than a passing trend. 

Amanda Zsebik, the Australian owner 
and Cruise Director of IIS, said with 70 per 
cent of Indonesia’s more than 17,800 islands 
uninhabited, travellers – especially sailing 
enthusiasts – are realising the endless 
opportunities to be had off Bali’s main coast. 

She offers sailing holidays on small 
traditional phinisi (traditional Indonesian 
two-masted sailing ships) and is determined 
to lure more Aussies who enjoy small group 
sailing holidays away from the masses.

“As one of only three sailing boats out 
of the 500-plus that offer non-diving sails 
in the region, it has become evident that a 
gap exists in the market when it comes to 
catering to other special interest groups,” she 
says. 

“Since launching the business in 2014, 
we have added a number of special interest 
itineraries based on customer feedback. 
Along with our original program of sailing 
to West Nusa Tenggara, we are extremely 
pleased that our yoga and ‘cruise fit’ 

itineraries, which combine sailing, water 
sports, yoga and cross fit, have proven 
popular among travellers.”

For 2017, the company has added a 
seven-day cooking itinerary teaching guests 
the techniques to create classic Indonesian 
dishes and a seven-day golfing itinerary 
where guests can improve their skills with 
the help of a PGA pro. All sailing itineraries 
include snorkeling, visits to marine life 
sanctuaries and isolated islands.

Indonesia Island Sail operates its 
tours onboard the Al Iikai, which can 
accommodate up to 15 guests in a mix of 
twin, double and bunk rooms. 
■ indonesianislandsail.com 

The customer is always right
GARUDA INDONESIA has proven itself a firm customer favourite 
for in-flight service.

The national airline of Indonesia was named the ‘World’s Best 
Airline Cabin Crew’ for the third consecutive year by Skytrax, a 
London-based independent global rating agency. In its Global 
Customer Satisfaction Survey, Skytrax interviewed more than 
18 million passengers making it the airline industry’s most 
authoritative customer satisfaction gauge.

This particular category measures the highest all-round 
performance of an airline’s cabin staff including techniques, 
efficiency, attention, staff enthusiasm, attitude, friendliness and 
overall hospitality.
■ garuda-indonesia.com

Two-for-one cruising
SPEND TIME in Bali this summer with Cruise and Maritime 
Voyages’ generous two-for-one fares aboard the cruise ship, 
Astor. Fares are available for two itineraries – the 11-night 
‘Christmas in Bali’ and the 10-night ‘Bali Escape’.

Departing on December 19, the ‘Christmas in Bali’ round-trip 
from Fremantle costs from $2,549 for the first person in an interior 
cabin (the second person is free). It arrives in Bali on Christmas Eve 
then departs again late the following evening. On its journey back 
to Perth it passes the immaculate Abrolhos Islands.

The ‘Bali Escape’ itinerary departs Fremantle on January 16, 
2017, and is priced from $1,979 for the first guest. It arrives in Bali 
on January 11 giving guests the day to explore the island before 
setting sail once more. Astor arrives back into Perth in the early 
hours of Australia Day (January 26, 2017). 
■ cmvaustralia.com

BALI
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ANOTHER REASON to head to Canggu is the new Finns Beach Club.
Some 15 minutes north of Seminyak and boasting ocean frontage, 

the club overlooks the famous Berawa Beach surf break and offers 
visitors sophisticated facilities including a 30-metre infinity-edge pool 
with a swim-up bar (a must-have for many Aussies) and underwater 
speakers. 

There’s also a range of single and double day beds, a Surf Bar – 
the prime spot to watch surfers carve up the waves – a casual yet 
sophisticated dining area and a second storey Sunset Lounge, the 
perfect place to soak up the sunsets. Come sundown, specially 
designed floodlights illuminate the waves so visitors can enjoy the 
surfing at night.

Finns Beach Club opens between 9am and midnight daily and entry 
is free. Single day beds cost around $25 per person while double day 
beds cost around $50 for a maximum of six people. All prices include 
towels and DJ’s play from 4pm daily. 
■ finnsbeachclub.com

LATE DEPARTURES at the end of your vacation can be quite 
inconvenient. There’s your luggage to store, a whole day to kill and 
nowhere to freshen up before boarding the arduous flight home.

In Bali, travellers can make their last day one of the best with the 
Canggu Club’s ‘Departure Day’ package. Available to anybody on 
the island, the offer includes use of all the club facilities including 
the Splash Water Park and the Cubby House Kids Club – both firm 
favourites with children. 

For adults there is an air-conditioned, state-of-the-art fitness centre, 
a 25-metre lap pool, tennis centre, indoor sports courts, the Body 
Temple Spa and dining options including Bistro C, Splash Poolside Bar 
and a sports bar. Then, before the flight home, refresh with a steam, 
sauna and shower in the male and female change rooms.

The package also includes free Wi-Fi and can be tailored to include 
private car transfers from the club to the airport, VIP fast track 
departure service and airport lounge access including snacks and free-
flow alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages. 
■ Email reservations@cangguclub.com for prices or visit  
canguuclub.com to check out the facilities.

LIFE’S A BEACH CLUB

KILLING TIME IN TRANSIT

BALI
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islands
E X P L O R E  T H E

In the following pages, we look at several ways to get the most out of a visit to Hawaii.  
First, JON UNDERWOOD takes giant strides across the Big Island.

Sunset at Halii Kai.  
Picture by Jon Underwood
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YOU HAVE to hand it to the Hawaiians. When 
they were looking for a catchy name for the 
largest island in the archipelago, they didn’t 
muck about. And so Hawaii Island became 
known as ‘the Big Island’. The coiffured 
American king of self-promotion, Donald 
Trump, would no doubt approve.

While it’s the big boy on the block in 
Hawaii, being more than twice the size of 
all the other islands combined, it is only 130 
kilometres across and you can drive from 
Kailua-Kona on the west coast to Hilo on 
the east coast in about 90 minutes. But the 
journey will be memorable simply because 
of the diverse terrain you will be crossing. 

At times authentically Hawaiian, at times 
reminiscent of New Zealand and at times 
unlike any terrain I have ever seen, the Big 
Island houses a multitude of ecosystems.  I’m 
not sure there are too many places on the 
planet where you can encounter tropical 
rainforest, snow-capped mountains, volcanic 
activity, barren desert, green meadows and 
palm-fringed sandy beaches all in one day.

Hawaii Island is significant for several 
reasons: it has some of the earliest examples 
of Polynesian settlement and was where 
Captain Cook met a sticky end at the hands 
of some unfriendly natives. Thankfully the 
locals are much more welcoming now so 
in the spirit of exploration and in Cook’s 
honour, I decided to spend a day uncovering 
a little of what the Big Island has to offer.

My journey from Waikoloa in the west 
to Hilo in the east would take me right 
through the heart of the island, but sadly 
not far enough south to the famous Hawaii 
Volcanoes National Park. Here you can 
witness the active Kilauea volcano in action, 
with its lava flow still carving swathes 
through the landscape. The present eruption 
started in 1983 and experts don’t know how 
long it will continue to flow or when the next 
eruption will take place.

I still saw plenty of signs of volcanic 
activity on the drive to Hilo, which was itself 
the victim of two violent acts of nature, 
suffering from devastating tsunamis in 1946 

 North Kona. Picture courtesy Big 
Island Visitors Bureau/Kirk Lee Aeder

Volcanic activity. Picture courtesy Hawaii 

Tourism Authority (HTA)/Tor Johnson

Hilo. Picture courtesy  
HTA/Tor Johnson
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and 1960, which decimated the local sugar 
industry. Now tourism is an important 
source of revenue and a refurbished hotel 
is scheduled to open next month to cope 
with the expected demand (see break out 
box).

I liked Hilo. The city has a laid-back, Byron 
Bay, arty kind of feel to it, with brightly 
coloured buildings, curio shops and trendy 
cafes. It’s a hip kind of place where life slows 
down to a snail’s pace and you can just sit 
and watch the world go by. With the decor 
of the buildings you could almost be in 
the Caribbean and the city has that same 
insouciant ambiance.

Appetite to explore truly whetted by 
what I had seen so far, I decided to return 
to Waikoloa via the coastal road which runs 
north from Hilo and across the top of the 
island. Half an hour later, I was pulling up 
at the Akaka Falls State Park, a 26-hectare 
rainforest famous for two of the state’s best 
waterfalls and chock full of trees, exotic 
plants and towering bamboo. 

This place is an all out assault on four 
senses: the smells, the colours, the sounds 
and the textures all around you are truly 
extraordinary. I half expected to see a 
dinosaur (hopefully of the omnivorous 

variety) come trundling through the tangled 
vegetation to munch on the canopy above. 
A truly special place and a highlight of my 
trip to Hawaii Island.

Another hour up the road, I turned my 
Avis hire car off the highway to take in 
Waipio Valley, described in my guide book 
as the ‘spiritual heartland of ancient Hawaii’ 
and the local version of ‘the Valley of the 
Kings’. Needless to say, this massive valley 
that extends some 10 kilometres inland is a 
sacred place, lovingly maintained by the few 
remaining residents. 

The views are impressive and you can 
walk down to the black sand beach below, 
which will also place you in some celebrity 
footsteps. The final scenes of the largely 
forgettable movie Waterworld were filmed 
here, when Kevin Costner and his rag-tag 
bag of survivors finally discovered ‘dry land’. 
But with daylight fading, it was time for this 
adventurer to make the hour-long drive back 
to Waikoloa.

Some 10 hours after leaving my hotel, 
I arrived back, having satisfied my inner 
explorer with some truly memorable and 
diverse experiences. Never mind Donald 
Trump – I’m sure Captain Cook would have 
approved.

AT A GLANCE
SIZE: Hawaii, commonly called the 
Big Island, has an area of 10,430 square 
kilometres and is the third largest island 
in Polynesia after the two islands of New 
Zealand.

CAPITAL CITY: Hilo.

POPULATION: 175,784.

AVERAGE TEMP: 23 to 29°C.

HIGHLIGHTS: Hawaii Volcanoes 
National Park, Historic Kailua Village 
(Kailua-Kona), Hilo, Waimea and 
Holualoa.

RESORT AREAS: The Kohala Coast, 
Historic Kailua Village (Kailua-Kona) and 
Keauhou, both in Kona. There are also 
hotels and accommodations in Hilo and 
Puna on the east side.

GETTING AROUND: Rent a car 
at Kona International Airport or Hilo 
International Airport. Other options 
include tour buses, shuttles, taxis or city 
buses. avis.com.au

AIRPORTS: Kona International 
Airport (KOA) in Kona on the west or 
Hilo International Airport (ITO) in Hilo 
on the east. Direct connections are 
available from Honolulu.

 A waterfall in the Akaka  
Falls National Park.  

Picture by Jon Underwood
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WHERE TO STAY
Ask Debi Bishop why people still love 

exploring Hawaii and she has a very simple 
answer.

“Because it’s one of the most beautiful 
places in the whole world.”

Of course, Debi might be somewhat 
biased, being as she is the General Manager 
of the excellent Hilton Waikoloa Village 
(HWV). Built in 1988, this 25-hectare resort 
on prime oceanfront land was way ahead of 
its time and maintains that advantage with 
constant renovations and innovations. 

There’s a large and impressive art 
collection, you can travel to dinner via tram 
or on lovingly-maintained mahogany boats 
via the canal system that snakes through 
the resort, there are three pools and an 
ocean-fed lagoon offering some of the best 
snorkelling anywhere in Hawaii. Add to this 
the Kohala Spa, 14 restaurants and bars, 
resort shopping and 1,240 quality rooms and 
you can see why HWV has been a go-to on 
Hawaii Island since it opened.

“You could probably never build a resort 
like this nowadays,” adds Debi. “It has 
everything you want and you never have to 
leave it. When it was built it was one of the 
most spectacular things in the world and 
everybody wanted to come. I’ve never seen 
anything like it.”

And then, of course, there are the 
dolphins, the ‘koalas of the sea’. Guided 
by marine experts, the ‘Dolphin Quest’ 

experience allows guests to swim with, 
touch and even plant a kiss on a dolphin 
while learning more about their existence 
and their habits. My wife and daughter both 
took part in one particular swim session and 
said it was an experience of a lifetime.

Of course, some will say that wild animals 
belong in the wild and their argument is valid, 
but most of the dolphins at HWV were born 
in captivity. Here, they are safe, extremely 
well cared for and are educating generations 
about maintaining and preserving the oceans 
and the species. My daughter immediately 
decided she wanted to be a marine biologist 
following her close encounter with these 
magnificent mammals.

“Businesses spend millions of dollars to 
find that one strategic thing that makes 
them special, that no-one else has. The 
dolphins have done that for us. People 
come here just to see and interact with the 
dolphins and then they ask about them for 
years after,” added Debi.

Not that you can’t have authentic 
experiences on land at HWV. The Legends 
of Hawaii Luau is, well, legendary in these 
parts, offering all you would expect from 
this vibrant and colourful music and dance 
extravaganza. Expect fire dancers, drums, 
kalua pig, fresh fish and tropical fruits, all 
while learning about kapa stamping and 
coconut husking.

Hilton Waikoloa Village 

HAWAII
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AQUA-ASTON Hospitality is relaunching the 
Grand Naniloa Hotel Hilo after a $20 million 
restoration project. The iconic property will 
re-emerge as a Hawaii Island destination, 
offering a waterfront restaurant, poolside bar, 
fitness centre, retail shops, cultural activities, 
entertainment and complimentary golf on 
Hilo’s only nine-hole course. 

These improvements will lead to the 
property being flagged a DoubleTree 
by Hilton. Guests will enjoy newly-
renovated rooms, a brand new lobby, 
historical installations that tell Hawaii’s 
cultural history and an ongoing schedule 
of entertainment like weekly Hulu Hula 
Karaoke and ‘Thirsty Thursdays’ with iconic 
musical performer, Willie K. It is due to  
open in October.
■ doubletree3.hilton.com

For a more relaxed and intimate holiday 
experience, drive three minutes up the road 
to Halii Kai, a large estate of well maintained 
and modern two- and three-bedroom villas 
that allow you to set your own pace, with 
self-catering and laundry facilities. Tastefully 
furnished and extremely quiet, the villas are 
a great place to unwind and refresh after a 
day sightseeing or down on the beach.

The rooms are large and spacious with 
extremely comfy beds and some units come 
equipped with barbecue facilities for a cook-
out, Hawaiian-style. For me, it was a real home 
away from home, the kind of place that you’d 
be happy to live in back in Australia. They also 
have a couple of tennis courts on site and the 
Waikoloa golf course is just one of several that 
are close by, catering for those of us who like 
a little sporting activity while travelling.

Another great reason to stay here is the 
Ocean Club. Situated on an outcrop of land 
surrounded by the Pacific Ocean, it offers the 
chance to swim in total comfort and relax 
without hordes of people disturbing the 
peace and quiet. They also have a gym here 
which looks straight out to the ocean to take 
away some of the pain from your workout. 

An impressive new bar made from the wood 
of a single mango tree has just been installed 
and the chef prepares fresh local meals at the 
Ocean Club Bar and Grill. There’s locally-caught 
seafood on the menu from Monday to Sunday 
and delicious pupus (appetisers) to go with 
your early evening cocktail. 

But the absolute clincher is the sunset, 
which from this vantage point is nothing short 
of spectacular. All I can say is thank goodness 
for modern digital cameras because I would 
have gone through 10 rolls in the short time 
I was there. The sun dips down right in front 
of the pool and with the oil lamps burning, a 
local elder blowing the traditional conch and a 
crowd gathered, there’s no finer place to round 
off another day in paradise.
■ gohawaii.com/big-island

GETTING THERE: Hawaiian Airlines 
offer daily flights from Sydney to Honolulu 
and four times a week from Brisbane. The 
airline says it is also considering a direct 
Melbourne service in the future. The airline 
is famous for its warm and friendly Mea 
Ho‘okipa hospitality and flights which land 
mid-morning so you can be on the beach 
by afternoon.  
hawaiianairlines.com.au

ACCOMMODATION: The Hilton 
Waikoloa Village offers 1,240 rooms and 
suites in a variety of combinations set 
across three low-rise towers (Lagoon, 
Ocean and Palace). Dolphin Quest offers 
a variety of packages, ranging from 
The Encounter (30 minutes) to being a 
trainer for a week. Prices start at $US210 
(approx $AU276) for The Encounter 
(ages 10 and over). The Legends of 
Hawaii Luau takes place on Tuesday, 
Friday and Sunday.  
hiltonwaikoloavillage.com

Halii Kai is located at the world-
famous Waikoloa Resort and offers 192 
well-appointed two- or three-bedroom 
luxury villas. Accommodation comes 
with a fully-equipped gourmet kitchen, 
complimentary high-speed internet 
and Wi-Fi access, large screen cable 
TV, private lanais and laundry room. 
haliikairesort.com

WHAT TO DO: 
Hilo. Local attractions include gardens, 
waterfalls, beach parks and fish ponds. 
There’s a farmers’ market (Wednesday 
and Saturday), the Pacific Tsunami 
Museum and Mokupapapa Discovery 
Center. 

Akaka Falls State Park. The 26-hectare 
park is about 17 kilometres north of Hilo 
and is famous for the Akaka Falls (134 
metres) and Kahuna Falls (30 metres). It 
is open daily.

Waipio Valley. The largest of seven 
valleys along the coast, it is 1.5 
kilometres wide at the sea and extends 
nearly 10 kilometres inland.
■ For more information, gohawaii.com

FAST FACTS//
Waipio Valley 

The Grand Naniloa Hotel Hilo VISITORS NOW have access to a one-
stop-shop mobile reference guide to the 
Hawaiian Islands with the launch of the 
GoHawai’i app.

The app offers fast, accurate and 
trustworthy information, plus some Hawaii-
inspired emojis that users can share.

“Helping visitors experience Hawai‘i 
safely is a significant aspect of the 
GoHawai‘i app, which contains important 
advice for ocean activities, hiking and 
weather conditions on each island,” said 
Kerri Anderson, Country Manager for 
Hawaii Tourism Oceania.

“Visitors are outdoors all the time in 
Hawai‘i and this app helps keep them safe 
while they enjoy the beauty of our islands.”

The app has travel tips for all six major 
islands along with essential websites and 
phone numbers. It is free to download in 
the Google Play Store and Apple iTunes 
Store. It has been launched on the back of 
latest figures which show visitor numbers 
for 2016 are up 2.8 percent on 2015 and 
Australians are spending more while in the 
islands.
■ hawaiitourismauthority.org  
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WITH NEARLY 50 properties throughout the 
islands, Aqua-Aston Hospitality is perfectly 
positioned to help travellers discover that 
it’s not only possible to visit the Aloha State 
for less, but you don’t have to make huge 
sacrifices to do it. 

1. BRUSH OFF YOUR SHOULDER 
SEASON. The ideal time to travel is in 
shoulder season when hotel rates and (often) 
airfares are lower and the holiday crowds 
have gone home. In Hawaii, this typically falls 
between late March and May, and September 
through November. In addition to savings, 
shoulder season travel means better access 
to popular restaurants, more hotel availability 
and shorter lines to local attractions.

2. ENJOY A HOME-COOKED 
MEAL. Booking a hotel room with a 
kitchen is a great way to offset the expenses 
of dining out. Many properties throughout 
the islands feature fully-equipped kitchens 
and several hotels offer delivery through the 
Island Grocery Service, allowing guests to 
find a balance between home-cooked and 
restaurant meals during their trip. 

3. FREELOADING ISN’T ALWAYS A 
BAD THING. Evening cocktails tend to be 
a part of a holidaymaker’s daily routine, but 
this can start to add up. By booking a hotel 
that offers a weekly Manager’s Reception, 
travellers can save on drinks, snacks and 

Here, Aston-Aqua Hospitality provides eight tips on how to save money on your next visit to Hawaii. 

GRATEFUL
THE

entertainment while also meeting other 
travellers and locals.

At Luana Waikiki Hotel & Suites, there’s 
live Hawaiian music and hula dancing 
alongside complimentary wine, cheese 
and local hand-crafted beer every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. Other hotels have 
signature cocktails, like ‘The Sway’ at Aqua 
Palms Waikiki and ‘The Bamboozle’ at Aqua 
Bamboo Waikiki, offered on Wednesday and 
Thursday nights, respectively. 

4. STAY ACTIVE. While Hawaii offers 
a wealth of activities and cultural events, 
travellers can save by booking a hotel with 
on-site activities that allow them to have 
authentic local experiences without the 
added price tag. 

At Aqua Kauai Beach Resort, traditional 
activities include lei making, hula lessons, 
feeding koi fish and the Poolside Hula Show 
on Tuesday nights. The Surfjack Hotel & Swim 
Club features DJs spinning vinyl, tastings with 
a sommelier and flower crown and lei making. 
Free yoga sessions are on offer at Lotus 
Honolulu, Luana Waikiki Hotel & Suites and 
Kauai Shores, while golfers can play a free daily 
round offered by Grand Naniloa Hotel at the 
adjacent nine-hole Naniloa course. 

5. GO STRAIGHT TO THE SOURCE. 
From free Wi-Fi to dining credits, hotels often 
offer perks to travellers who book direct. 

Aqua-Aston is currently giving daily Starbucks 
gift cards to guests at all Lite Hotels, while 
properties such as Kauai Shores, Aqua Hotel, 
Aqua Waikiki Pearl and Ilikai Hotel & Luxury 
Suites are providing free incentives like a 
Hawaiian snack basket or car rental. 

6. BE WHEELIE FLEXIBLE. Some 
travellers book a rental car for the entire 
duration of their trip. You can save money on 
rental and parking fees by booking for the 
days you know you will need a car. Visitors 
can also take advantage of free shuttle 
services throughout Waikiki when staying 
at Aqua properties like Lotus Honolulu, Park 
Shore Waikiki Hotel, Oasis and Pagoda Hotel. 

7. SNOOZE-N-CROOZE. Another 
alternative for tourists who want a car is 
to book a hotel package that includes a 
free rental. Aqua-Aston’s ‘Snooze-N-Crooze’ 
package includes a 24-hour compact car 
rental daily.

8. BE A PEDAL PUSHER. 
Complimentary bike rentals offered at hotels 
are great money-saving tools, providing a 
healthy way to tour your surroundings. The 
Surfjack Hotel & Swim Club, Lotus Honolulu 
at Diamond Head in Waikiki, Kauai Shores and 
Volcano House, the only hotel located inside 
Volcano National Park, are among some of 
the properties offering this perk to guests.
■ aqua-aston.com

All pictures the Surfjack  
Hotel & Swim Club, Honolulu
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REACHING OUT 
AT OUTRIGGER
OUTRIGGER RESORTS offers an array of 
amenities and cultural programs for guests 
to immerse themselves in the unique 
sense of place at each of their beachfront 
destinations.
LOCAL ARRIVAL GREETING. A heartfelt 
local greeting, cold towel and refreshing, 
locally-inspired beverage welcomes each 
guest to Outrigger Resorts. A special 
welcome gift such as a single fragrant flower, 
shell lei, cultural song or dance performance 
will be presented to make every guest feel 
that their arrival has been embraced like 
family.
WELCOME IN-ROOM AMENITY. Upon 
arrival into their rooms, guests are presented 
with a welcome gift (e.g. reusable beach 
tote) to enjoy throughout their stay.
LOCAL FAREWELL AMENITY. To express 
the gratitude of the resort, a locally-inspired 
gift unique to each property is presented to 
guests upon departure, wishing them a safe 
and happy journey home.
CULTURAL ACTIVITIES. Every property 
in the Outrigger Resorts stable offers a 
variety of complimentary cultural activities 
or exclusive off-site excursions for guests to 

interact with the local community. Some of 
these include:
Cultural Displays. Including photos, books 
and traditional artifacts, as well as hosted 
tours and/or self-guided collateral, provides 
guests with an opportunity to immerse 
themselves in local heritage.
Vow Renewal Ceremony. A complimentary 
locally/culturally-inspired beachfront vow 
renewal ceremony is available exclusively for 
Outrigger guests.
Local Sunset Ceremony. A traditional 
cultural presentation during sunset, such as 
a torch lighting, chant, blessing, conch shell 
blowing or dance for guests to enjoy.
Local Cultural Celebrations. Unique 
experiences/events at the property that 
celebrate the cultural holidays unique to 
Hawaiian communities.

OUTRIGGER 
EXPERT AGENT
AGENTS WHO become an Outrigger 
Expert Agent will receive valuable 
benefits for booking Outrigger 
properties, such as:

• Reward points on bookings 
redeemable for cash or gift certificates

• Complimentary client  
welcome amenity

• Famil trip opportunities 

• Extra reward points for completing 
additional education courses

• Monthly promotions to help you earn 
reward points quicker and easier

• Exclusive cash booking bonus offers

• Outrigger Expert Agent exclusive rates
For more details, visit OutriggerAgent.com

THE MANAGER’S RECEPTION. An ocean 
view Manager’s Reception for invited guests 
to mingle with one another, interact with 
their hosts, share experiences and create 
lifelong connections. (A minimum night stay 
may be required for some properties. Some 
exceptions may apply. Subject to change 
without notice.)
■ outrigger.com

Opportunity knocks
EXPLORE THE excitement of Oahu in one of Hawaii’s best 
locations. Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach Resort and Spa features 
an award-winning spa, retail shopping, cultural activities, 
cuisine from celebrated chefs and, being just steps from the 
beach, offers memorable views of Waikiki.

The newly-remodelled guestrooms are some of the largest 
on the island and are the perfect retreat to watch the sunset 
from a private lanai. Close to 
Honolulu attractions such as 
the USS Arizona Memorial at 
Pearl Harbor, Iolani Palace and 
Diamond Head Crater, the hotel 
is the ideal solution for those 
who want it all.

For busy families, the property 
offers ‘Sunshine on Sale’ as the 
perfect package. Pay for three 
nights and every fourth night is 
free with daily buffet breakfast 
for two and kids stay and eat free 
(rules and restrictions apply). 
This is a great way for everyone 
to make lasting memories by 
experiencing an extra day of 
surfing, jet skiing, boating, 
swimming or hiking. After all, 
the opportunities are endless in 
Hawaii.
■ waikiki.regency.hyatt.com

 



A NAME THAT LIVES UP 
TO HOW YOU’LL FEEL

The Royal Collection 

Expansive 3-bedroom suites 
on Kaanapali’s North Beach

The Royal Collection at Honua Kai Resort & Spa is reserved for those 

seeking the highest level of luxury accommodations on Maui. Three 

distinct suite types carry thoughtfully chosen Hawaiian names that 

represent the pinnacle of island prestige – Alii, Piilani, and Kamehameha. 

Each luxuriously appointed three-bedroom suite features an expansive 

fl oor plan, indulgent bathrooms, plush furnishings and exclusive 

amenities fi t for island royalty. Additional luxuries and personalized service 

will only enhance your vacation. And make you feel, well, royal.

HonuaKai.com/RoyalCollection

855.703.3465

AAA Four Diamond Resort
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CULTURE ON  
THE BEACH
LOCATED ON four hectares of tropical 
gardens, the Kaanapali Beach Hotel offers 
guests the chance to explore Hawaii’s rich 
traditions and experience the aloha spirit at 
its best.

Visitors can immerse themselves in the 
daily cultural activities, such as hula lessons, 
ukulele classes, cultural garden walks and 
Ōlelo Hawaii language classes, as well as 
enjoying the complimentary Hawaiian 
entertainment.

Tiki Terrace Restaurant serves Hawaiian 
regional cuisine prepared by award-winning 
Chef Tom Muromoto and is home to the 
hotel’s famous Sunday Champagne Brunch. 
For light meals, opt for the poolside Tiki Bar, 
Tiki Grill and the new Grab N Go stop for 
busy people on the run.

Also new to the property is the Hale 
Huaka`i Beach Activity Center, providing 

Keeping  
it real
ON THE white sands of Kaanapali’s 
North Beach, you’ll find a 
condominium resort where services 
are first class and the Maui activities 
are as they should be. Authentic.

Welcome to Honua Kai Resort & 
Spa, where there are currently even 
more reasons to book. Choose a 
spacious studio, one-, two- or three-
bedroom suite for a minimum stay 
of four nights and enjoy the resort’s 
‘Fall 4 Maui’ package.

This includes great 
recommendations on authentic 
island activities from their experts, a 
$400 activity credit and oceanfront 
breakfast for two at Duke’s Beach 
House for four days. You’ll also 
receive a welcome amenity kit 
complete with four Honua Kai logo 
items.

Available for stays from now 
until December 22, the ‘Fall 4 Maui’ 
package is priced from $US392 
(approx. $AU510) per night.
■ honuakai.com

genuine aloha and true Hawaiian hospitality 
out onto the beach and into the ocean. Led 
by the hotel’s Beach Alaka`i, who are all 
highly experienced Maui watermen, it offers 
guests truly memorable and safe ocean 
experiences. 

The hotel, which fronts world-famous 
Kaanapali Beach, also accepts the kuleana 
– a privilege and responsibility – of being 
stewards of Hawaiian culture, the ocean 
and all of its creatures. Hale Huaka`i is 
open from 7am to 5pm from Monday to 
Sunday and offers conch shell blowing, 
stand-up paddle board lessons and rentals, 
snorkel gear and boogie board rentals and 
a cabana and umbrella service.

At Kaanapali Beach Hotel, guests will 
experience the time honoured values of 
Ho`okipa (hospitality), Po`okela (excellence) 
and Kōkua (helpfulness). It’s little wonder, 
therefore, that the property has been 
acclaimed as Hawaii’s ‘most Hawaiian hotel’ 
for more than 25 years. 
■ kbhmaui.com
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ADVENTURE TRAVEL: Africa

SOMETHING DIED just before lunchtime. We 
arrived 10 minutes late. The hippos saw it 
and a couple of other guests, but we missed 
all the action.

A kill – yes, a real stomach churning, hair-
raising kill – the like of which I would love to 
have seen. As hideous as it sounds, I would 
like to witness a real kill because in all of my 
safari shenanigans I haven’t seen one yet.

The lion caught the warthog, we were 
informed just as we arrived at the Karen 
Blixen Camp on the Mara River in Kenya. You 
don’t even need to get in the safari truck to 
see the action here – you can see it all unfold 
from your delightful al fresco dining table in 
the shade of an acacia tree.

It was my first trip to Kenya and as one of 
my top five movies of all time is Out of Africa, 
written by Karen Blixen, I was very excited to 
be staying at the camp named after her.

As we came into land in the small Cessna 
plane it was already apparent that the wildlife 
was in abundance. We spotted giraffe, zebra 
and impala from the air. What took me by 
surprise was the scenery – the beauty of 
which threatened to surpass the animals.

I could see why Karen fell in love here.
The camp itself reminded me of 

yesteryear and those early safari pioneers 
with their pith helmets and long boots. Any 
minute Robert Redford was going to appear 
all khaki-ed up and ready to take me bush!

It was colonial, rustic, chic and I was 
enchanted by our tent on the riverbank. The 

There’s fresh blood on the ground and JENNY ROWLAND  
is in hot pursuit of a killer in Kenya.

MURDER  
staff was super friendly and knowledgeable 
and full of wonderful tales of the river right 
in front of us. As we sat down for lunch I 
wondered what nature’s wonderful cinema 
had in store for us: little did I know that I was 
in for one of the most spectacular nights of 
my life!

 I was travelling with Charlie, a ‘safari 
virgin’. I told him not to expect too much on 
his first game drive as what you see is the 
luck of the draw and part of the fun is the 
eager scanning of the bush and anticipation. 
Well, Charlie hit the jackpot that night and 
we were treated to a blockbuster. 

With towering escarpments as the 
backdrop, we witnessed a searing sunset 

while the thunderclouds were gathering. The 
lightning arced across the setting sun and 
the landscape was like a painting appearing 
before my very eyes. I really didn’t think it 
could get any better...and then came the 
lions. One particular lioness climbed the 
tree right in front of us. The phrase ‘died and 
gone to heaven’ came to mind.

The combination of the scenery, 
the weather and the wildlife had my 
hairs standing on end and provided an 
unforgettable night’s entertainment. Add to 
that the fabulous food, wonderful comfort 
and hospitality at the camp and you’ll have 
that bucket list item ticked off handsomely.
■ benchinternational.com.au

IN THE MAASAI MARA
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A TOP PICK FOR AUSSIES

ADVENTURE TRAVEL: Africa

I WAS told to sleep with my flaps open.
This would enable me to see the sun rise 

over Mount Kilimanjaro, so after my first 
day at the Satao Elerai Camp, I duly bedded 
down in my cosy tented room with flaps 
open dreaming of daybreak.

The camp’s location in the foothills of 
Africa’s highest mountain is beautiful. The 
en-suite tented rooms are large, luxurious 
and look straight out to the majestic 
mountain. Watching the sunrise from my 
bed with my early morning cuppa was 
indeed a magical experience.

Situated just outside Kenya’s Amboseli 
National Park, Satao Elerai has a cosy 
restaurant and bar with a roaring fire and 
an infinity pool from where you can see the 
odd gazelle or waterbuck. We were lucky 
enough to get a visit from two elephants 
and if you love these creatures then this is 

the place to come as Amboseli is ‘trunk city’.
The wildlife was everywhere and 

every game drive with our fun and very 
knowledgeable guide, Benson, brought 
new sightings of buffalo, zebra, giraffe, 
hyena and heaps of different antelope, 
especially my favourite, the elegant kudu. 
There was also prolific bird life and I was 
mesmerised by a colourful kingfisher 
trying to swallow a fish half the size of its 
own body weight. 

On our last night, ‘Benson’s secret surprise’ 
took us up high on a hill where we were 
greeted by a Maasai tribesman, a campfire 
and a bottle of champagne to watch the 
African sunset. This was the perfect way 
to end a day at Satao Elerai before being 
tucked up in bed with a hot water bottle.
■ benchinternational.com.au;  
■ magicalkenya.com

A view to a Kili

KENYA HAS reported a positive 18.9 per 
cent growth in Australian visitors year 
on year for the first six months of 2016 in 
the latest figures released by the Kenya 
Tourism Board (KTB). 

“We are thrilled with the positive 
visitor figures and feel there is strong 
potential for even further growth from 
the Australian market,” said Bart Druitt, 
a KTB representative. “Aside from being 
the home of the original safari with 
some of the best game viewing in the 
world, what many Aussies don’t realise 
is that Kenya also has a unique culture, 
strong conservation initiatives, incredible 
adventure activities and a broad range of 
accommodation options.

“KTB Australia remains committed to 
the Australian market and will be hosting 
a group of wholesale product managers in 
October to attend the sixth annual Magical 
Kenya Travel Expo to help develop the 
Kenya product available to Australians.”
HOW TO GET THERE: Kenya Airways 
won ‘Best Airline in Africa’ and ‘Africa’s 
Leading Airline-Business Class’ in the 
World Travel Awards 2016. 
■ kenya-airways.com
■ magicalkenya.com

CALL 1300 AFRICA (237 422) 
visit benchafrica.com.au

or contact your travel agent

BENCH AFRICA
The Africa travel experts since 1969

Tailor-Made Safaris | Honeymoons | Luxury Train Journeys | Small Group Tours | Family Safaris | Adventure Safaris | Specialist Safaris | Escorted Tours

We set the benchmark for African safaris.
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Why not make ‘One Day’ today...

        Africa Awaits!
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ADVENTURE TRAVEL: Africa

SCENIC BUILDS GREAT EXTENSION
SCENIC HAS launched its Wild 
Wonders of Africa 2017 brochure, 
including a new extension to 
Mozambique.

Comprising a five-day tour from 
Johannesburg, ‘Mozambique Escape’ 
brings guests to Bazaruto Island, 
a haven of tropical wildlife on the 
Indian Ocean. Guests will stay in 
Anantara Bazaruto Island Resort 
& Spa, an institution known for its 
luxury and world-class service. 

Here, a range of activities are 
available from relaxing in a luxury 
beachfront villa to horse riding along 
the beach. This independent extension 
can be added to any itinerary from 
Johannesburg on any date.

“We are always looking for new 
and exciting destinations to complete 
our guests’ bucket lists,” said Aleisha 
Fittler, GM Journey Design. “The 
Bazaruto Islands are by far the most 

beautiful islands in Southern Africa, 
and I wanted to give our guests 
a relaxing extension in a pristine 
location.

“The resort is the ultimate luxury 
experience, making it perfect for 
our guests – and they can add it to 
any Southern Africa itinerary. After a 
record year in 2016 we look forward 
to building on the popularity of this 
amazing destination among our guests.”

Scenic is offering a number of 
early bird offers for bookings made 
by December 31, including ‘partner 
fly free’ to Africa on the 31-day ‘Grand 
African Expedition’ or the 24-day 
‘Grand African Safari’ with savings of 
up to $2,000 per couple including 
taxes up to a value of $800 per 
person, and savings of up to $1,500 
per couple on any journey to Africa of 
12 days or longer.
■ scenic.com.au

UNIQUE IS a word often used inaccurately 
and definitely far too frequently in travel 
writing. It needs to be saved for special 
occasions, writes Jenny Rowland.

Giraffe Manor in the Karen suburb of 
Nairobi is one such occasion.

I had heard so much about this special 
place and its lanky lodgers, who like to 
share your brekky or a spot of afternoon 
tea, and I couldn’t wait to check it out.

After 10 days of safari adventures in 
South Africa and Kenya I had been lucky 
enough to see plenty of these long-

legged larrikins. But getting up close and 
personal and sharing a slobbery kiss was 
completely different to watching them 
through a pair of binoculars.

This was indeed a genuinely unique 
experience, feeding the giraffes and 
enjoying the luxury and hospitality at the 
manor, which is filled with giraffe pictures, 
books and memorabilia.

Once you’ve finished feeding the long 
necks you get the chance to experience 
the fine food and hospitality at the 
hotel. This is one of Nairobi’s most iconic 

buildings, reminiscent of a grand English 
stately home, and where dinner is an 
event in itself. It’s a communal affair with 
10 other happy guests served in a very 
elegant dining room. You can guess what 
the conversation is about.

Just a day here wasn’t nearly long 
enough and I promised my new slobbery 
pal Daisy I’d be staying much longer the 
next time I was in town!
■ safaricollection.com
■ benchinternational.com.au

Breakfast with Daisy

New name, new 
brochure
THE LAUNCH of a new 
brochure for 2017 has 
also prompted Bench 
International to re-emerge as 
Bench Africa.

Available now, the 
brochure introduces new and 
exciting product, including 
a 29-day ‘Highlights of 
Africa’ experience, additional 
walking safaris in Zambia, 
more exotic safaris in Rwanda, as well as locally-
escorted safaris in Namibia and Ethiopia.

The 2017 Bench Africa brochure also features 
hand-selected tours and properties that the company, 
founded in 1969 by Charles Bench, is proud to 
recommend, adding that on average prices have 
remained the same as they were in 2016.
■ To request a brochure, e-mail  
info@benchafrica.com.au
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Feel alive amid the big five
SOUTH AMERICA was previously considered a once-in-a-lifetime destination, 
but no longer do people pack their bags only once to tick the continent off 
their list. 

Nowadays people travel back time and again to enjoy new and exciting 
experiences with every trip. Here, Chimu Adventures list their big five bucket 
list suggestions.
Machu Picchu. Infused with history and contemporary culture, Machu Picchu 
and the mountainous surroundings are for the lovers of authentic experiences 
and memorable landscapes.  
The Galapagos Islands. Formed from volcanic activity off the coast of Ecuador, 
this archipelago of islands is a must-see for lovers of wildlife and enigmatic 
geography.
Rio de Janeiro. A vibrant city, Rio beats to its own drum: from the beaches of 
Ipanema to the vistas of Corcovado, this throbbing metropolis is alive in every 
sense of the word.
Iguassu Falls. This phenomenal force of water pours over the borders of Brazil, 
Argentina and Paraguay, carving out a site to behold that takes travellers at 
least two days to explore.
Patagonia. A landscape etched from the force of the earth’s core, the newly-
formed mountains of Patagonia are yet to be significantly eroded and thus 
display a vista unique to this part of the world.
 chimuadventures.com

• Double the size of Australia

• A population of more than  
380 million

• The largest river by volume 
(Amazon River)

• The largest rainforest (Amazon) 

• The longest mountain range  
(the Andes)

• The highest commercial navigable 
lake (Lake Titicaca) 

• The most southern city in the world 
(Ushuaia)

• More than 50 UNESCO World 
Heritage sites

WHAT’S IN A CONTINENT? Big savings on luxe trip to Chile 
CONTOURS TRAVEL is offering a special deal 
on a luxury South American holiday that could 
save visitors more than $3,000 per person.

The 12-night package includes 31 gourmet 
meals, beverages and excursions at four 
hotels in Chile. The five-star properties 
include three exclusive Relais & Chateaux 
hotels – Awasi Atacama, Lapostolle and Vira 
Vira – as well as The Singular in Santiago. Each 
one showcases Chile’s diverse natural beauty.

Guests will enjoy four nights at Awasi 
in the Atacama Desert, three nights at 
Lapostolle winery and four nights at Vira Vira 
in the Chilean Lake District. A stopover night 
with breakfast is also included at The Singular.

This exclusive Relais & Chateaux package 
is available from $10,644 per person twin 
share, which represents a saving of $3,211 (30 
per cent) off normal rates. Meals, beverages 
and excursions at Awasi Atacama, Lapostolle 

and Vira Vira are included as well as transfers 
between airports and the properties.

Flights from Australia and domestic 
flight connections in Chile between the 
hotels are extra but can be booked through 
Contours Travel. The deal is available for 
travel until September and from May to 
September in 2017.
■ contourstravel.com.au

Machu Picchu

Awasi Atacama
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MAKE THE MOST 
OF THE COAST
WITH MORE than 11,000 kilometres of 
coastline, Brazil boasts some of the world’s 
best tropical beaches and most interesting 
cities. 

Tempo is offering an expedition along 
this diverse and exciting coast, uncovering 
the mix of friendly people, samba music, 
culture and nature. Landings and excursions 
to landmarks and the Amazon rainforest are 
an added bonus.

Travelling on a Hurtigruten vessel, 
the ‘Discover the Green Coast of Brazil’ 
voyage departs from the old coastal town 
of Fortaleza, which is filled with markets. 
Travellers will have time to experience this 
before boarding the MS Midnatsol.

The journey will take visitors through to 
Salvador, which is said to be an attack on 
the senses – from the food to the buildings 
to the music and vendors you hear on the 
street. Travellers will then move onto Ilheus 
where they will experience a more relaxed 
approach with a bird watching excursion, a 
visit to cacao plantations, or just a full day 
on the beach.

GLOBUS HAS unveiled its biggest selection 
of holidays in Latin America, including 
new tours in Brazil designed to capture the 
spirit of Rio after this year’s Olympics.

The newly-released Globus 2017 South 
& Central America brochure features 12 
different itineraries throughout Latin 
America, in addition to eight top-value 
tours from sister brand Cosmos.

On sale now, the tours are available with 

free air credits of $100 per person when 
booked by September 13. Globus tours are 
also available with a 10 per cent discount 
when booked by November 29, while 
Cosmos tours are available with a two-and-
a-half per cent discount when booked and 
paid at least four months before departure.

New itineraries in the program include 
‘Globus Brazilian Getaway’, a seven-
day tour combining Rio de Janeiro and 

Bustling Rio de Janeiro is next on the 
itinerary before another adventure awaits 
in Parangua, where guests can go on 
excursions into mountainside terrain, 
venture into the rain forest and take a bath 
in crystal clear streams, before sailing to Rio 
Grande do Sul, Brazil’s southernmost state. 
This is not only a paradise for bird lovers, 
with national parks full of forest-covered 
canyons and cascading river valleys, it’s 

also the most culturally distinct. Being 
among the Gauchos, the cattle herders, and 
experiencing their ‘cowboy culture,’ is the 
perfect way to end this Brazilian adventure 
before disembarking in Montevideo, 
Uruguay.

Sailings depart on October 12, 2016, and 
October 9, 2017. Prices start from $2,200 per 
person twin share for this 15-day voyage.
■ tempoholidays.com  

Salvador Beach

Iguassu Falls. It is priced from $3,238 per 
person twin share (including 10 per cent 
discount). There’s also ‘Globus Vineyards of 
South America,’ an 11-day journey among 
the great wine regions of Argentina and 
Chile, priced from $5,769 per person twin 
share (including discount).

Priced from $3,814 per person twin 
share, ‘Cosmos Best of Brazil’ is an 11-day 
adventure combining Rio de Janeiro 
with the city of Salvador and the Amazon 
jungle. And ‘Cosmos Costa Rica Escape’ is 
an eight-day circuit from San José visiting 
jungles, mountains, volcanoes and hot 
springs. It is priced from $1,329 per person 
twin share.

Other tours take in the sights and 
colourful cities of Latin America, across 
Peru, Ecuador, Chile, Argentina, Brazil, 
Uruguay, Costa Rica, Guatemala and 
Mexico.
■ globus.com.au; cosmostours.com.au

Enjoy some latin love
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ADVENTURE DESTINATIONS have released 
a range of nine different South America 
itineraries from classic highlight tours to 
extensive options combining multiple 
countries.

With fixed, guaranteed departure dates 
on a minimum of two passengers and with 
English speaking local guides throughout, 
they offer peace of mind touring and 
something for everyone. 

The 18-day ‘Highlights of South America’ 
tour reveals the cultural and scenic diversity 
of the continent, focussing on the iconic 
sights. Crossing the Andes through Peru, 
travellers visit Machu Picchu and Lake 
Titicaca before the journey continues to  
La Paz and then south to cosmopolitan 
Buenos Aires and the Iguassu Falls, 
concluding in the exotic Brazilian city of  
Rio de Janeiro. 

It is priced from $8,749 per person ex-
Australia including airfares, accommodation, 
touring, breakfast daily and taxes. 

Other itineraries include ‘Andes & 
Amazon’, ‘Peru & Ecuador’, ‘Best of Chile’, ‘Best 
of Ecuador’, ‘Best of Peru & Argentina’, ‘Peru 
& The Amazon’, ‘Fascinating Colombia’ and 
‘Peru & Colombia’.

If a fixed itinerary is not suitable then the 
company’s travel experts can also design an 
itinerary to suit individual needs.
■ adventuredestinations.com.au

YOU WANT ADVENTURE?  
WE’VE GOT THE DESTINATION

Iguassu Falls

Web: www.chimuadventures.com               Email: australia@chimuadventures.com             Phone: 1300 678 909

Visit our website, email or call us for more information

*Conditions: Tour prices are correct as at 22nd August 2016 and are subject to change, availability and currency fl uctuation. Contact us for more  information and further conditions. 

Chimu Adventures create 
personalised journeys 
and match small ship 
cruises to suit all travel 
styles. 

Our destination specialists 
have expert on the ground 
knowledge, we even have our 
own operations across South 
America. Discover diverse 
cultures, rich history and 
awe-inspiring scenery. 

With us, your itinerary is as 
you want it to be – we work 
around you. So stop dreaming 
and live for today!

Australia’s Latin America 
and Antarctica travel experts!

 So stop dreaming 
SOUTH AMERICA

 FROM ONLY

12,990$ *AU

Tantalise your senses on a journey to South America. On this 
24-day fully escorted small group tour you will leave no stone 
unturned. Includes international fl ights and internal fl ights 
within South America. Choose from a range of departure dates.

ENCHANTING

ANTARCTICA 12,995$ *US

Discover South Georgia, the Falkland Islands and the Antarctic 
Peninsula on this 18-day luxury voyage. Indulge in fine dining, 
enjoy elegant decor and admire the breathtaking landscapes 
from the comfort of a 5-star vessel.  Contact us today!

 FROM ONLYSHACKLETON’S
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STRETCHING FROM Kashmir and Ladakh 
in the north to Arunachal Pradesh in the 
east, the Himalayas offer some of the best 
opportunities in the world for adventure 
seekers.

Trekking, mountaineering, white water 
sports, skiing, snowboarding, paragliding, 
motor sports and mountain biking are just 
some of the activities visitors can find across 
the various Indian states.

Along with the adrenaline rush, these 
activities give travellers the opportunity 
to traverse off-the-beaten-path routes and 
passes, take in memorable views, enjoy the 
varied flora and fauna, and experience the 
local culture and traditions of the Himalayan 
people.

JAMMU AND KASHMIR
Often called the ‘crown’ of India, Jammu 

and Kashmir is India’s northernmost state 
and, arguably, the country’s most beautiful. 
The state is divided into three regions - 
Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh – each with 
its own distinct topography. Guests are 
encouraged to indulge in delectable cuisines 
and exquisite handicrafts.

Jammu lies in the foothills of snowy 
peaks, is dotted with Hindu temples and is 
surrounded by scenic places like Kishtwar 
and Bhaderwah. The valley of Kashmir, 
with its pristine meadows, lakes and 
gardens, is known as ‘paradise on earth’. 
The moonscapes of Ladakh, with its ancient 
Buddhist monasteries, high-altitude lakes, 
cold deserts and mountain passes, make 
it one of the top holiday destinations 
internationally.

Trekking
The season runs from May to October/

November when the days are crisp, the 
nights are cool and the upland stretches 
are not yet rendered inaccessible due to 
snow. Jammu and Kashmir has visibly varied 

Here, we look at what’s available for the adventurous traveller in two of India’s Himalayan states: 
Jammu and Kashmir, and Himachal Pradesh.

THE GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH

terrain with contrasts in nature and trekking 
options range from short, day-long walks 
on mountain slopes to visiting palaces or 
monastic settlements. For seasoned trekkers 
there are long, trans-mountain adventures 
involving weeks of walking and camping in 
the wilderness.

Some of the most popular treks in the 
region are the 10-day Markha Valley trek, 
the 11-day Lamayuru-Padum traverse and 
the four/five-day Stok-Kangri round trip. 
Parts of the Ladakh range have also opened 
up for trekking in recent years, while the 
most thrilling and demanding adventure 
is the Chadar trek. This is done between 
December and February on the frozen 
Zanskar River and requires both an expert 
guide and nerves of steel.

What’s to see?
Alchi Monastery in Ladakh has some of 

the best and oldest Buddhist art in the world, 
while Hemis draws locals and tourists to its 
colourful festival held in June every year.

Rafting
The Zanskar River cuts a deep, dramatic 

canyon through the Zanskar range, offering 
rafting addicts an adventure to remember. 
Both the Zanskar and the Indus are the 
primary white water rivers for the season, 
which runs from mid-June through to mid-
September.

The most popular rafting points on the 

Indus are from Phey to Nimo (Grade II/III), 
from Upshi to Kharu, or from Upshi to Nimo 
(Grade II/III). The stretch between Padum 
and Nimo is Grade IV with one portage 
of a Grade V at the entrance of the gorge 
below Hanumil. The other popular section 
is from Chiling to Nimo (Grade III/IV), while 
the shorter runs between Upshi and Phey 
(Grade III) are perfect for beginners and 
intermediates.

Experienced rafters may want to try 
the more challenging lower Indus route 
between Alchi and Beema, which takes in 
the kilometre-long series of rapids at Nurla, 
the Khaltse rapids and a series of Grade IV 
and two Vs of consistent high grade white 
water for a 100-kilometre long stretch. The 
challenging, 120-kilometre long stretch of 
the upper Indus from Mahe Bridge to Karu 
via Upshi is a continuous ride of Grade IV 
and some Grade V’s. 

Rafting has recently started on the Shyok 
River, north-east of the Khardung La Pass. 
A 45-kilometre canyon section of Grade III 
white water between Agyam and Hunder, 
this is a unique way to experience the lesser-
visited Shyok region in the Karakoram range. 
Rafting is also organised on the fast waters 
of the Sindh at Sonamarg in Kashmir Valley 
and Lidder River in Pahalgam. Both rivers 
have numerous stretches of white water, 
suited for both amateurs and the more 
experienced.

Lamayuru Monastery, Ladakh.  
All pictures courtesy of India Tourism



India Tourism Sydney, 
Level 1, 133 Castlereagh Street (Accessible from 210 pitt Street) 
Sydney, NSW 2000    Ph: +61 2 9267 2466    
Website: www.incredibleindia.org      email: info@indiatourism.com.au
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Skiing & snowboarding

Generous snowfall in winter covers the 
landscape with fine, deep-powder snow, 
turning Gulmarg into India’s finest ski/
snowboarding resort. The 4,200-metre Mt. 
Apharwat boasts one of the longest and 
highest ski slopes in Asia and is perfect for 
natural, wild, backcountry and off-piste 
skiing for intermediate to expert level skiers 
and snowboarders.

Gulmarg is relatively free of crowds 
and the rates are low. Tree skiing is a great 
attraction here and there are three ski-lifts 
to take enthusiasts up the mountain in the 
peak season (December to March). The town 
also boasts one of the world’s highest cable 
cars that takes skiers to a downhill run of 
more than five kilometres from a height of 
4,267 metres.

Heli-skiing has recently been introduced 
here by the J&K government, giving 
powder-junkies access to virgin turfs that are 
otherwise out of bounds. The Indian Institute 
of Skiing and Mountaineering (iismgulmarg.
com) conducts professional courses in 
skiing, apart from organising various other 
adventure activities. 

Best of the rest
Sonamarg, Gulmarg, Harwan, Bhaderwah 

and Sanasar provide excellent wind 
conditions for paragliding, which can be 
enjoyed from May to June and September 
to October. Jeep safaris around Ladakh and 
to the remote land of Zanskar are available, 
or grab a bike and take a challenging cycle 
ride from Khardung La (5,359 metres) to Leh 
along the world’s highest motor-able road. 
This route is also popular with motorbikes 
as it passes quaint Himalayan villages and 
monasteries.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
From the beauty of Lower Kinnaur to the 

stark austerity of Lahaul-Spiti, Himachal 
Pradesh draws travellers with its landscapes 
and friendly people. It is a land of mountain 
peaks and glacial lakes as almost all the 
major Himalayan ranges pass through 
the region. It has a distinctly Buddhist 
identity, acquired from the Tibetan rulers of 
neighbouring Ladakh.

Trekking
The season runs from April to June and 

from mid-September to mid-December. 
With more than 200 defined trails through 
snowbound recesses, green pastures and 
forests rich with flora, Himachal Pradesh 
is a trekker’s delight. Paths weave through 
paddy fields before giving way to hills 
covered with pines, oak and deodar, and 
further ahead to wastes and swift rivers of 
the arid Trans-Himalaya, accessed through 
mountain passes that were once known only 
to migrant shepherds and traders.

Bara Shigri Glacier in the Chandra Valley of 
Lahaul is the largest in the state and second 

longest (11 kilometres) in the world. The trek 
to Bara Shigri is popular for its views and in 
particular the journey through the Pin-
Parvati Valley of Spiti. Chandra Tal, a glacial 
lake in Spiti, changes colour through the 
day and is a popular destination for trekkers, 
who come from Batal and Kunzum La Pass 
from late May to early October. 

In the Pabbar Valley, trekkers pass 
through apple orchards with traditional 
houses made of wood and bamboo. Baspa 
Valley, a tributary of the Sutlej River, offers 
some of the prettiest walks anywhere in the 
Himalayas.

Some of the easier treks in the region 
include the six-day Kareri Lake and Minkiani 
Pass from Mcleodganj, the four-day Deo 
Tibba from Jagatsukh and the four-day 
Malana Village trek from Naggar. The 
13-kilometre Monastery trek negotiating 
Kye and Komic from Kaza is the best way 
to enjoy both the landscape and the 
monasteries of the region.

Wildlife enthusiasts will enjoy trekking 
to the Pin Parvati National Park, Rupi 
Bhabha Sanctuary and the Great Himalayan 
National Park, while experienced walkers 
can undertake the popular five-day Kinner 
Kailash Circuit trek from Thangi.

Rafting
Paddling trips on the Beas River can 

be arranged starting from Pirdi, three 
kilometres downstream from Kullu. There is a 
14-kilometre stretch of Grade II and Grade III 
rapids between Pirdi and Jhiri, while rafting 
on the 20-kilometre stretch between Shamsi 
and Aut is a thrilling experience.

The 20-kilometre stretch between Luhri 
and Pandowa on the Sutlej River offers 
a great section of white water action for 
intermediates all the way to Tattapani. From 
here, another 40-kilometre stretch through 
a lower section of the Sutlej (Grade III) takes 
you to the Harnora Dam, near the main 
Chandigarh-Manali highway at Salaper. The 
National White Water Rafting Championship 
is held on the Sutlej every year in April.

Skiing
The slopes near Shimla, at Narkanda, Kufri 

and Mahasu ridge are well-suited for skiing. 
Narkanda has a range of slopes, including 
a beginners’ run, an advanced slope and 

a slalom run. Solang Valley, on the way to 
Rohtang Pass, and Chamba are also popular 
skiing destinations. Heli-skiing is offered 
near Manali, where a 10-minute ride carries 
guests to the top of a 4,267-metre slope.

Best of the rest
Some 29 kilometres from Palampur in 

Kangra, Bir is regarded by international 
paragliding groups as the second best site 
in the world for the sport (after Lake Como 
in Italy). The launch point is approximately 
2,400 metres up in a meadow on top of a 
ridge at Billing, 14 kilometres north of Bir, and 
the landing point is at the western edge of 
the Tibetan Colony in Chowgan. Experienced 
pilots can bring their own gliders while 
beginners can take tandem flights.

The Paragliding World Cup Association 
organises the annual Pre-World Cup 
competition at Bir-Billing in October. This 
aero sport can also be enjoyed at Bundla 
Dhar near Bilaspur, and Solang Valley near 
Manali. Hang-gliding is also offered at Billing.

With its varied topography, Himachal 
Pradesh offers opportunities for both 
beginners and experienced rock climbers, 
particularly around Manali. The Beas 
Kund region, Hanuman Tibba, Manali and 
Shitidhar peaks, and Deo Tibba in Kullu are 
popular sites. 

Tour operators organise regular jeep 
safaris to Manali, Kibber in the Spiti Valley, 
Kasa and other locales. Travellers can visit 
the Kye Monastery or explore the Pin Valley, 
abode of the elusive snow leopard. Further 
ahead, the village of Nako is dotted with 
age-old Buddhist temples, decorated with 
intricate stucco work and murals.

The lower regions of the state – Kangra, 
Una, Hamirpur and Bilaspur – offer gentle 
routes for cycling. Or test your stamina by 
biking up the Trans-Himalayan tracts of 
Lahaul-Spiti and Kinnaur.
■ incredibleindia.org

 Pangong Lake,  
Jammu and Kashmir 

Pin Valley National 
Park, Himachal Pradesh



BOOK BY 30 SEPTEMBER TO SECURE EARLYBIRD TOHOKU JAPAN SPECIALS

Naeba is best known for the piste runs, the groomers in 
particular, with an even spread of terrain for beginners, 
intermediates and advanced riders. The closest ski resort 
to Tokyo by bullet train and a shuttle bus.

INCLUDES:
• 5 Nights at the Prince Hotel
• Return transfers from Joetsu bullet train station to Naeba
• 4 Day Ski Pass – KIDS FREE – 3 resorts

Superfine snow maintained to perfection.
INCLUDES:
• 5 Nights at the Grand Hotel
• Breakfast Daily
•  Return transfers from Morioka bullet train station 
• 4 Day Ski Pass at Appi
• 1 Day Ski Pass & Onsen at Shimokura – transport incl
• Night Tour of local rural town Hachimantai

Hotel Grandeco is nestled amidst the beautiful mountains 
and all that Mt. Bandai has to offer.

INCLUDES:
• 5 Nights at the 4 star Hotel Grandeco
• Breakfast & Dinner Daily – Japanese or Western style
•  Return Transfers from Koriyama bullet train station
• 4 Day Ski Pass
•  Half Day Tour to Tsurugajo Castle Tour & Japanese 

‘Sake’ Brewery Tour

Zao is a very traditional Japanese onsen town, with diverse 
and interesting terrain suitable for beginner, intermediate 
and advanced skiers/boarders. You can catch the gondola 
at night to view the ice monsters light up during winter 
– only in Zao Onsen.
INCLUDES:
• 5 Nights at the Lucent Takamiya
• 200m to the ski lifts
• Breakfast Daily
• 4 Day Ski Pass

Naeba Resort
ONLY 2 HOURS FROM TOKYO 
1 NIGHT FREE & KIDS SKI FREE

APPI Resort
BE HAPPY IN APPI 
WHITE CHRISTMAS SPECIAL

Grandeco Resort
BANDAI HIGHLANDS 
POWDER SNOW PARADISE

Zao Onsen Resort
HOME TO THE “ICE MONSTERS” 
TRADITIONAL ONSEN TOWN
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ONSEN

ONSEN

Early Bird 
Specials

JAPAN 2016/2017

All pricing is per person as stated with children aged 12 years & under. Child rate applies when sharing with min 2 adults. Pricing is subject to 
exchange rate and early bird pricing valid to 30 September, 2016. 5 night pricing is for mid week stays (Sunday-Friday). Travel date restrictions apply.

snowscene.com.au
Family run and operated since 1984. Proudly 100% Australian owned.

TRAIN TRAVEL IN JAPAN IS QUICK AND EASY
Simply add a Japan Rail Pass on to any of the above ski bookings with Snowscene.

SPEND CHRISTMAS IN TOHOKU, JAPAN WITH SNOWSCENE

Family 4 Share
FROM 

$2095
PER ADULT 

FROM 

$1540
PER CHILD 

2 Share
FROM 

$1095
PER ADULT 

Family 4 Share
FROM 

$910
PER ADULT 

FROM 

$525
PER CHILD 

Family 4 Share
FROM 

$920
PER ADULT 

FROM 

$730
PER CHILD 

Family 4 Share
FROM 

$955
PER ADULT 

FROM 

$520
PER CHILD 
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KOREA
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Nozawa Onsen
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Myoko 
Kogen

Madarao Ski Resort

Naeba

Hokkaido

JAPAN NATIONAL TOURISM ORGANIZATION
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Looking for a getaway with your 
significant other? JESSICA ZOITI  
has some ideal suggestions.

THE PICK OF THE BEACH BUNCH
PHUKET IS a long-time favourite among 
honeymooners and couples looking for a 
romantic rendezvous. There’s no shortage of 
tropical beach resorts here, however, for great 
value you can’t go past the current offer at 
Movenpick Resort Bangtao Beach Phuket.

The three-night package includes 
accommodation in a one-bedroom 
residence, daily buffet breakfast for two 
at The Palm Cuisine restaurant, an in-suite 
breakfast once during your stay, a welcome 
drink, fruit basket and floral arrangement 
on arrival, complimentary chocolate hour 
from 4pm to 5pm daily (this alone is worth 
the stay in our opinion!), a candlelit dinner 
for two including a bottle of sparkling wine, 
20 per cent discount at The Blossom spa and 
round-trip airport transfers.

Private and intimate, the property has just 
40 luxury residences including penthouses and 
one-, two- and three-bedroom suites. All blend 
classic Thai and contemporary design, and offer 
free Wi-Fi, spacious living and dining areas, fully 
equipped kitchens and oversized balconies.

Other resort facilities include restaurants, 
a spa, pool and fitness centre while activities 
include golf and direct access to Bangtao 
Beach.

The ‘Honeymoon and Anniversary Package’ 
is priced from THB 24,900 (approx. $AU951) 
until October 31, 2016; THB 38,900 (approx. 
$AU1,485) from November 1 until December 
20, 2016; and THB 39,900 (approx. $AU1,500) 
from February 6 through to March 31, 2017 
(conditions apply). 
■ movenpick.com

TABLE FOR 
TWO, PLEASE
A FORMER fishing village turned mecca 
for water sports, Mui Ne is renowned as 
southern Vietnam’s sunniest spot. One of 
its most romantic properties is the award-
winning Anantara Mui Ne Resort.

Guests can indulge in the property’s 
‘Dining by Design’ concept – a private 
dining experience tailor-made for couples. 
Menus are prepared by a personal chef 
and served at a candlelit table for two 
in the beachside location of the guests’ 
choice, including inside a traditional 
Vietnamese fishing boat known as a 
‘thung’. These bamboo, basket-shaped 
boats dot the shore and are still used by a 
number of local fishermen.

Cuisine options cater to all tastes 
and range from authentic Vietnamese 
through to barbecue and vegetarian 
fare. Local specialties include shovelnose 
lobster, chargrilled Phan Thiet scallops 
and traditional Mui Ne shrimp rolls 
with local herbs. While guests dine, the 
resort’s sommelier is on hand to present 
a selection of wines and champagnes, 
carefully chosen to match each dish.

Accommodation at Anantara Mui 
Ne Resort ranges from premier rooms 
through to one- and two-bedroom 
beachfront pool villas. Other features 
include four restaurants, bars, a tropical 
swimming pool, wide range of water 
sports, fitness centre, kids’ club, the 
Anantara Spa and wedding facilities.

‘Dining by Design’ prices start at 
VND1.6 million plus taxes (approx. $AU95 
plus taxes) per guest depending on menu 
options. Reservations in advance are 
required. 
■ mui-ne.anantara.com

A VEGAS DATE WITH A DIFFERENCE
IT’S THE city of bright lights and high rollers, but beyond 

the cocktails and croupiers there’s plenty of romance to be 
found in Las Vegas.

With its European architecture and five-star dining options, 
the Paris Las Vegas is slightly reminiscent of the city after which 
it’s named. The accommodation is inspired by the opulent suites 
of Versailles and the dining experiences range from Gordon 
Ramsay’s famous dishes to fine wine with a view at Mon Ami 
Gabi. You can even tie the knot in one of the hotel’s chapels, or 
atop the replica Eiffel Tower Observation Deck.

For those who think dinner and movie dates are passé, 
the Rio All-Suite Hotel & Casino offers lovers a high octane alternative. Known mainly for The 
Chippendales and World Series of Poker, Rio has plenty more to offer. Work up an appetite at 
KISS by Monster Mini Golf, fire things up at Guy Fieri’s Mexican restaurant, El Burro Borracho, 
then rock out to the 80s-inspired, feel-good musical, Rock of Ages. And for something truly rock-
star, immortalise your love for one another at the neighbouring Count’s Tattoo Company. 
■ Find more on all these attractions and hotels at caesars.com

HOLIDAYS
romantic

Dining by Design at 
Anantara Mui Ne Resort
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ROMANTIC HOLIDAYS

CUDDLE UP 
FOR SOME 
SPRING LOVING
IT MAY be the first month of spring but 
traditionally the southern half of the 
continent continues to freeze during 
September. Couples looking to find a slice 
of summer early will find it in Exmouth, half 
way up Western Australia’s immaculate coast.

Here you can famously swim with whale 
sharks, snorkel the northern end of the 
World Heritage-listed Ningaloo Reef, explore 
the rugged canyons in the Cape Range 
National Park or simply kick back on wide 
unpopulated beaches.

Novotel Ningaloo, the only resort on 
Exmouth’s Sunrise Beach, is the gateway to 
it all and is unsurprisingly a favourite among 
honeymooners and travellers looking for 
romance combined with adventure. 

Located in the Exmouth Marina, it offers 
68 luxury apartments, one- and two-
bedroom bungalows, the award-winning 
Mantaray’s restaurant, swimming pool, 
event and conference facilities (why not 
get married here then stay on for your 
honeymoon?) and gymnasium. 

Travellers can take advantage of a year-
round romance package. Priced at $450 per 

night (subject to availability) it includes three 
nights’ accommodation in a one-bedroom 
beachfront bungalow, daily breakfast for 
two, gourmet antipasto and cheese platter 
on arrival and a bottle of sparkling wine.

Enjoy Novotel Ningaloo’s romance 
package between now and the end of 
October and you’ll have the opportunity 
to swim with humpback whales while 
you’re there. In addition to the cost of the 
accommodation, visitors can book a small 
group whale encounter for an intimate 
yet exhilarating experience. Previously 

endangered, humpback whale numbers 
along the Western Australian coast are now 
the largest in Australia. 

Catering to a maximum of 10 swimmers 
(with only five allowed in the water per 
humpback), the tours start at around 10am 
with pick up from Novotel Ningaloo Resort 
offered by town-based tour operators. Priced 
from around $290 per person, most tours 
are full-day and all-inclusive. The resort’s 
tour desk can help guests make a suitable 
booking. 
■ novotelningaloo.com.au

Call 08 9949 0000 or email reservations@novotelningaloo.com.au
novotelningaloo.com.au

With an enviable location right on Sunrise Beach in the Marina Village, the 

stylish base for visitors to explore the World Heritage-listed Ningaloo Reef and Cape 
Range National Park.
Built just metres from the waterline guests can enjoy the swimming pools, a 
gymnasium, private balconies and Gold Plate Award-winning Mantaray’s restaurant.
An ideal venue for weddings, conferences, workshops and employee incentives, 
Novotel Ningaloo Resort is the perfect place to getaway, anytime of the year.

$179 
Nov 1 – Mar 31

Rooms from

*conditions apply

*
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EUROPE: Switzerland

ZURICH IS quite often the starting and 
ending point on a trip to Switzerland, but 
it offers a lot more than meets the eye. The 
wider Zurich region is often neglected, yet it 
offers memorable cultural experiences.

Boasting historic castles, contemporary 
art, modern architecture and picturesque 
medieval towns, regional Zurich’s ‘Cultural 
Route’ exposes travellers to specially selected 
attractions and experiences that are slightly 
off the beaten path.

Below is a list of 10 insider tips on some 
cultural highlights for the discerning traveller.

SCHIFFBAU. Located in trendy Zurich 
West, this industrial building was where 
ships were once built. Today, it’s a venue for 
culture, cuisine, theatrical performances and 
live music.

CABARET VOLTAIRE. The birthplace 
of the Dada Mythos, the Cabaret Voltaire 
is celebrating its centenary this year. Here, 
visitors will learn about the history of 
Dadaism, which was born in 1916.

SECHSELÄUTENPLATZ. Located 
between Bellevue and Zurich’s Opera House, 
this is one of the largest city squares in 
Switzerland. Visitors come here to appreciate 
the architecture and greenery, while taking a 
break in between tours.

BRUNO WEBER PARK. This is an artistic 
dream world with a garden full of mythical 
creatures and characters. Here, the fantasies 
of sculptor Bruno Weber are brought to life. 
The park is only a 14-minute train ride from 

tips for top touring
Here, we look at the famous 
Swiss city of Zurich and the 
surrounding area.

Zurich and encourages full interaction with 
the sculptures, making it fun for visitors of 
all ages.

LIMMAT CULTURE TRAIL. This trail 
presents a delightful interplay between art 
and nature, where walkers will experience 
contemporary Swiss art up close. Some 26 
pieces by prominent Swiss artists decorate 
the Limmat riverbanks on both sides. The 
circular trail goes from Wettingen Abbey to 
the Historic Museum Baden.

LAUFEN CASTLE. A 1,000-year-old 
medieval castle set on a rocky spur above 
the thundering Rhine Falls, the largest 
waterfall in Europe. Most visitors stroll 
through the inner courtyard of the castle to 
the viewing platform for the best views of 
the falls. Laufen Castle is less than an hour’s 
train ride north from Zurich.

KUNSTMUSEUM WINTERTHUR. 
Home to one of the best modern art 
collections in Switzerland, the museum’s old 
building houses an overwhelming number 
of French impressionist masterpieces as 
well as works from other movements. 

Here visitors can enjoy works of art by 
famous names including Monet, van Gogh, 
Kandinsky and Picasso.

ENEA TREE MUSEUM. Featuring more 
than 50 trees from more than 25 species, 
the Enea Tree Museum is located in Upper 
Lake Zurich in Rapperswil-Jona, about a 
40-minute train and bus ride from Zurich. It 
combines landscape, botany, architecture, 
art and design for the enjoyment of nature 
and tree lovers.

UFENAU ISLAND. Also called Ufnau or 
the Monastery Island, this is a nature reserve 
on Lake Zurich. The island makes for a great 
day excursion where visitors can learn about 
the settlement that dates back to the second 
and third centuries. The nearest train station 
to Ufenau is Pfäffikon, which is 27 minutes 
from Zurich.

ZUG OLD TOWN. Found on Lake Zug, 
this area features renovated buildings, 
narrow winding streets and colourfully 
decorated façades of former stately homes 
and well preserved traditional guesthouses. 
Zug is a 24-minute train ride from Zurich.

Exploring Zurich and the wider Zurich 
region can be done easily and conveniently 
with a Swiss Travel Pass. It provides travellers 
with unlimited access to the country’s 
public transportation network of boats, 
trains and buses, up to 50 per cent off 
mountain railways and entry to more than 
490 museums around the country. Children 
under 16 years of age travel for free when 
accompanied by a guardian using the Pass.

■ For more information on Zurich 
and Switzerland, visit zuerich.ch and 
myswitzerland.com

Left: Laufen Castle, Zurich Region
Below: Zug Old Town, Zurich Region

Schiffbau in Zurich West. All pictures 
courtesy Switzerland Tourism

10
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HIDDEN ITALY is offering two guided walking 
tours of the great gardens of Piedmont and 
Tuscany next year.

The ‘Gardens of Piedmont’ itinerary takes in 
the UNESCO-listed royal palaces and gardens 
in and around Turin. The tour also visits one 
of Italy’s finest wine-producing areas at Le 
Langhe, which is also UNESCO-listed for its 
unique landscape and traditions. There’s also 
the high altitude gardens in the foothills of 
the Alps, the luxuriant gardens of Stresa and 

the Borromeo Islands on Lake Maggiore, the 
most romantic of the Italian lakes.

Guests on this tour spend three nights 
in four different places: a chic four-star 
hotel in a historic building in one of Turin’s 
best residential areas; a vineyard estate 
belonging to an ex-president of the Italian 
Republic in the Langhe; a restored former 
Carmelite convent high in the Alps; and 
a family-run hotel on an island on Lake 
Maggiore, whose previous guests have 

included Toscanini, Hemingway, Prince 
Charles and Lady Diana.

In Tuscany, the tour visits the famous 
hidden, classical and modern gardens 
that form the true heart of the region. The 
trail also visits two national parks, one of 
Italy’s finest vineyards and a cutting-edge 
biodynamic farm.

Travellers will stay in an elegant hotel 
on the ‘left bank’ of the Arno River, a short 
walk from the Ponte Vecchio; a 16th century 
estate set in parklands outside Lucca; a 
restored ‘borgo’ surrounded by olive groves 
with views of the sea; and self-contained 
apartments in the pedestrian centre of one 
of southern Tuscany’s most charming towns.

Both tours last for two weeks and will be 
for small groups of seven to 15 people. The 
guide will be Paul Blanchard, an art historian, 
landscape gardener, author (Blue Guides to 
Italy) and Florence University lecturer. 

‘Gardens of Tuscany’ departs from 
Florence on May 5, 2017, and ‘Gardens of 
Piedmont’ departs Turin on May 20, 2017. 
Both are fully guided and priced at $7,700 
per person twin share inclusive of 12 nights’ 
accommodation, all breakfasts, most lunches 
and dinners, all transfers, taxes, service 
charges and paid admissions. 
■ hiddenitaly.com.au

FILM LOCATIONS PUTTING BUMS ON SEATS
EUROPEAN CITIES and countries that 
have made it to the big screens continue 
to play a significant role in attracting 
travellers from Australia. 

That’s according to Rail Europe, the 
world’s largest distributor of rail passes 
and tickets, who say there is no doubt 
the upward trend in rail bookings to 
certain destinations is due to their direct 
involvement in major blockbuster movies 
or TV series.

“While film-induced tourism 
considerably influences our booking 
numbers, when combined with the 
increased accessibility and affordability to 
travel to Europe, numbers can skyrocket,” 

said Ingrid Kocijan, Manager Australasia of 
Rail Europe.

“This year, for example, we can report 
that countries including Spain, Austria 
and Switzerland, all of which have 
been involved in major motion pictures 
recently, enjoyed a healthy increase in the 
number of train travellers from Australia in 
the first half of 2016.”

Austria provided a number of filming 
locations for Spectre, the 24th movie in 
the long running James Bond franchise. 
Switzerland was featured in Eddie the Eagle, 
the true story of British ski-jumper Eddie 
Edwards, and the critically acclaimed UK 
mini-series of The Night Manager. 

The fifth and sixth season of American 
fantasy TV series Game of Thrones took place 
in the southern region of Andalucía and 
Navarra in northern Spain. Part of the latest 
Bourne franchise, Jason Bourne, was also 
filmed in Spain, specifically in Barcelona.

“Often, film tourism can help put lesser 
known destinations on the radar for 
travellers, while increasing visitor numbers 
to major urban hubs,” added Ingrid. 
“For a continent like Europe, this works 
tremendously well for train travellers as 
the rail network is extremely wide, highly 
efficient, convenient and importantly for 
many travellers, cost effective.”
■ raileurope.fr

Güell Park, Barcelona
Left: The Bernina Express

TAKE A WALK ON THE ITALIAN SIDE

A walk through the Barolo vineyards in Alba



The G Difference
G Adventures partners travellers up 
with small groups of like-minded 
adventure-seekers from all over the 
world, bringing people face-to-face 
with fascinating cultures, breath-
taking landscapes, awe-inspiring 
wildlife and history as it happens. 
In our view, getting there should 
be just as much fun as being there, 
wherever and whatever you there is. 

> 100 % Guaranteed Departures

> Lifetime Deposits

> 24/7 Service

Europe Earlybird Sale 
Book now and save up to 15% off tours

Best of Greece | 15 days
Athens to Santorini from $2124 SAVE up to $375

Ultimate Italy | 14 days
Rome to Venice from $2549 SAVE up to $450

Eastern Europe, Croatia & The Balkans | 29 days 
Berlin to Split from $4036 SAVE up to $712

Visit gadventures.com.au/europesale for full list of 
eligible tours and departures 

1300 796 618
gadventures.com.au
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THE VALUE of ‘football tourism’ to the UK’s 
visitor economy could be in for a boost 
following Leicester City’s historic Premier 
League win, with Britain in the global 
spotlight as the ‘home of football’. 

Football is the number one sporting 
draw for international tourists to Britain and 
Leicester is hoping for a visitor boost with 
the city now firmly on the global football 
tourism map.

“Leicester City’s fantastic win is truly the 
stuff of legends and has thrust the players, 
the fans, the city and Britain as the ‘home of 
football’ into the global spotlight,” said Patricia 
Yates, VisitBritain Director.

“Football has mass international appeal 
and a global fan base of billions and we 
know that people like to visit the home of 
their sporting heroes. We encourage visitors 
from all over the world to travel to Britain 
and enjoy a Barclays Premier League football 
match with our  ‘Football is GREAT’ campaign, 
as part of our drive to get tourists out 
exploring more of regional Britain.”

Why football 
is a premier 
attraction

And Leicester City’s win could also be a 
boost for football tourism to Britain in some of 
the international players’ home countries with 
the world-famous team boasting players from 
Denmark, Germany, France and Japan among 
others.

VisitBritain’s 2015 report – Football tourism 
scores for Britain – highlighted the valuable 
role of the Premier League as a global draw 
for visitors to Britain and its importance in 
attracting visitors outside the peak summer 
season. 

The report showed that in 2014, 800,000 
international visitors went to a football match 
during their trip, almost one in every 43 
visitors, and seven per cent up from 2010. 
Visitors who attended a football match as 
part of their trip spent £684 million (approx. 

$AU1.3 billion), an average of £855 (approx. 
$AU1,652), compared to £628 (approx. 
$AU1,213) for visitors who did not attend a 
match. 

Overall, Leicester received 155,000 
international visits in 2014 with numbers 
showing steady increases in recent years, with 
130,000 visits in 2012 and 145,000 in 2013.

Last year set a record for overall inbound 
tourism to Britain with 35.8 million visits, 
four per cent up on 2014. Comparing growth 
over the last five years shows that there were 
six million more visits in 2015 than 2010, an 
increase of 20 per cent. 

Inbound tourism is worth more than £26  
billion (approx. $AU49 billion) to the UK  
economy.
■ visitbritain.org/football

Old Trafford, home of Manchester United

RESEARCH HAS shown that 65 per cent of 
people who travel for sport have travelled 
specifically for football in the past year.

So where can you experience football at 
its best? According to data from booking.
com, the following cities are the most 
popular for football in their respective 
countries. 
Barcelona, Spain. Whether you visit during 
an international tournament or when 
the city’s team, FC Barcelona, is playing 
at home, you’ll notice the Catalonian city 
is brimming with excitement. Even if you 
don’t have tickets to the colossal Nou Camp 
stadium, sitting al fresco at a Spanish bar to 
catch the game is an equally atmospheric 
experience.
Munich, Germany. Home of FC Bayern 
Munich, this city is known for both 
its football and its beer. German fans 
appreciate being with other fans so 
Munich is ideal for mixing with locals. 
Allianz Arena is Munich’s big stadium but 
its picturesque Bavarian streets are great 
to wander in between matches and boast 

a buzzing nightlife and cultural scene.
Milan, Italy. Football is a massive part of 
Milan’s identity. Even if you’re not supporting 
AC Milan or Inter Milan, a visit here that 
takes in some football will guarantee you’ll 
get swept up in the local fervour. After the 
match, celebrate or commiserate over some 
delicious Italian food – the Milanese do a 
mean buttery risotto.
Manchester, England. Colourful and 
culturally-rich, Manchester is a great city 
break destination, with red brick house, 
a canal system and a lively, hedonistic 
nightlife. It also has two football teams, 
Manchester City and Manchester United, 
the latter having boasted football royalty 
including David Beckham, Cristiano 

Ronaldo, George Best and Eric Cantona. 
Expect to get a real taste of Mancunian life 
whether you head to the Etihad Stadium 
or cheer from a pub.
Lens, France. As a host city in the recent 
European Championships, Lens was in the 
travel spotlight. A former coal-mining town, 
it’s now heralded as a multi-cultural place 
with the Louvre-Lens, an outpost of the 
revered Paris museum, stationed here. This 
is beer country, so you’ll find lots of tasty 
brews to enjoy with local French cuisine. 
And, of course, a thriving football culture.
* The data was taken from a survey of 7,921 
respondents aged 18 or older across eight 
markets who had travelled at least once in 
2015. 

FUN FACTS ON  
FANATICAL  
FLYING FANS



SAVE $200
Per couple Second Tour Discount*

SAVE $200
Per couple Airfare Discount*

EARLYBIRD
DEALS

SAVE 10%
Early Booking Discount*

SAVE 5%
Repeat Traveller Discount*

Was $3,193
Now From 2,874 
per person, twin share (31/03/17 Departure)

Rome, Capri, Sorrento, Taormina, 
Agrigento, Palermo

SOUTHERN ITALY & SICILY 
16 Days  |  Rome to Rome

FROM

$180
PER DAY

Was $4,326
Now From 3,894 
per person, twin share (10/12/17 Departure)

London, Amsterdam, Rhineland, Lucerne, Venice, 
Rome, Florence, French Riviera, Carcassonne, 
Barcelona, Madrid, Bilbao, Poitiers, Paris

THE GRAND EUROPEAN 
23 Days  |  London to Paris

FROM

$169
PER DAY

Was $999
Now From 899 
per person, twin share (02/03/17 Departure)

Dublin, Belfast, Sligo, 
Ennis, Killarney, Tramore

IRISH EXPLORER  
9 Days  |  Dublin to Dublin

FROM

$99
PER DAY

HURRY - MUST BOOK & DEPOSIT BY 13 SEPT 2016 TO SAVE UP TO $1,192#

 PER COUPLE

2017 UK & EUROPE PREVIEW

*Terms & Conditions: All care is taken to promote correct pricing at time of printing, is dependent upon availability, and will be confirmed at time of reservation. All 2017 itineraries are based on 2016 and will be confirmed in September 2016. From $69 per day is based on Grand Tour of 
Turkey departing 19/02/17 and includes 10% Early Booking discount. #Save up to $1,192 per couple based on European Masterpiece departing 16/09/17. Discounts applicable on new 2017 Europe preview tours booked by 13 September 2016. Only the following offers are combinable 
- they may not be combined with any other offer: Save 10% Early Booking discount, Second Tour discount, Journeys Club discount & Airfare discount. 10% Early Booking Discount is based on land-only portion of core tour on twin share price, not including extra night accommodations, 
extensions, taxes/fees, tips and supplements/reductions. Second tour discount may be applied when multiple tours are booked at the same time for travel within the same calendar year. Airfare discount applies to international air ticketed through Cosmos reservations/air desk. Final 
air payment deadlines will be advised at time of booking. 5% Journeys Club repeat traveller benefit (must be a Journeys Club member and present member number at time of booking and before full payment is made). Discount is based on land-only portion of core tour on twin 
share price, not including extra night accommodations, extensions, taxes/fees, tips and supplements/reductions. A non-refundable deposit of $250 per person per tour is required within 7 days or by 13 September 2016 (whichever comes first) to secure reservation. Offer reliant on 
space availability. Offers not applicable to group bookings. Offers applicable to singles – single supplements apply. Full cancellation penalties will apply. Additional restrictions apply. For full terms and conditions refer to the 2017 Cosmos Europe Preview brochure. Licence 2TA00637.

$ 69PER
DAY*

TOURS FROM JUST

GUARANTEED BEST DEALS OF THE YEAR

For bookings & more information, 
Call 1300 130 134  |  Visit CosmosTours.com.au

160817_CEU17_Travel Talk_A4.indd   1 17/08/2016   9:18 AM
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1. MUSEUMS
Try Glasgow’s dynamic Riverside Museum 
with historic vehicles funkily displayed in a 
triumphant Zaha Hadid building, Tate Britain 
in London with its unmatchable collection 
of work by JMW Turner or the Merseyside 
Maritime Museum for a dose of British 
seafaring history.

2. CEREMONIES
Book ahead to see the Ceremony of the 
Keys at the Tower of London or head down 
to Buckingham Palace to see Changing the 
Guard every day. If you want a glimpse of 
the Queen, line the Mall to see Trooping the 
Colour (in June) or attend the State Opening 
of Parliament.

3. PARKS AND GARDENS
In London, Greenwich Park has terrific views 

Whether you’re looking for music, museums or markets, who can resist a freebie? 
So stash your cash and discover some UK activities that won’t cost you a penny.

Money for nothing
across the river to Canary Wharf, Regent’s 
Park boasts fragrant rose gardens and 
Richmond Park guards ancient trees and 
roaming deer. Or head to the Royal Botanic 
Garden in Edinburgh for a huge range of 
native and exotic plants, mature trees and 
outdoor sculptures.

4. CONCERTS
Get down to the Wales Millennium Centre for 
free lunchtime and early evening concerts 
or the Southbank Centre in London for 
regular gigs covering everything from jazz to 
classical, dance and rock. You’ll also find that 
pubs and clubs up and down the country 
often have free gigs for all to enjoy – so 
keep your eyes and ears open and check 
local listings. In Scotland you can’t beat an 
impromptu folk session in a pub, with whisky 
flowing to get you in the mood.

5. STREET THEATRE
Head to Edinburgh in August as the Festival 
kick-starts a manic program of entertainment 
that often spills onto the Scottish capital’s 
streets. Larger shows in the Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe are also often free and you 
might just catch the next big thing. In 
London you can enjoy street entertainment 
year-round at Covent Garden or on the South 
Bank near the London Eye.

6. PUBLIC ART
Antony Gormley’s Angel of the North near 
Newcastle has become an iconic figure 
with his stirring Another Place at Crosby 
Beach not far behind. Andy Goldsworthy’s 
Striding Arches, a series of stone sculptures 

in Dumfries and Galloway in Scotland, are 
an impressive sight. To find out more about 
public art in the UK visit Public Art Online.

7. CARNIVALS, FESTIVALS  
AND PARADES
Britain has a packed calendar of free events 
throughout the year celebrating everything 
from food to flowers. Cardiff Big Weekend 
hosts the biggest names from pop, the 
Notting Hill Carnival in London is a weekend 
of non-stop partying Caribbean-style and 
Bonfire Night in November sees firework 
displays up and down the country.

8. PREHISTORIC MONUMENTS
In Britain you can’t go far without bumping 
into something really ancient. The Avebury 
stone circle in Wiltshire is thought to be 
more than 4,000 years old, and wandering 
freely among the stones is a magical 
experience. The Cerne Abbas Giant, a huge, 
naked figure etched in chalk on a hillside 
near Dorchester is also shrouded in mystery 
and the Uffington White Chalk Horse is 
equally awesome in scale. For more details 
on Britain’s free ancient monuments visit the 
National Trust website.

9. TAKE A WALK
There’s no better or cheaper way to explore 
Britain’s beautiful countryside than on 
foot. No fewer than 15 National Trails 
pass through some of the most diverse 
landscapes in England and Wales and offer 
clearly marked long-distance walking 
routes. Check out the equivalent long 
distance routes in Scotland, too.

■ Information and pictures supplied by 
VisitBritain. visitbritain.com

 Left: The Riverside Museum in Glasgow 
Below: The Notting Hill Carnival

Greenwich Park in London



The Millennium Centre in Wales.  
Right: Harrods

EUROPE | ASIA | USA & CANADA | SOUTH AMERICA | AFRICA | INDIA | RUSSIA | AUSTRALIA

Rail Plus offers a wonderful collection of Great Train Journeys. 
Each itinerary has been carefully selected by our team of rail experts to 

deliver you with the finest in luxury rail travel. 

Contact our dedicated Luxury consultants for further enquiries:
P: (03) 8779-4828  E: GreatTrainJourneys@railplus.com.au W: railplus.com.au

Great Train Journeys

Venice Simplon-Orient-Express
Step aboard and experience truly elegant 

travel, wrapped in timeless romance.

Venice Simplon-Orient-Express



LET US SHOW 
YOU THE WORLD

› Worldwide Car Hire 
› European Leasing 

› Motorhome Rentals 
› Motorcycle Tours

To book call 1300 363 500 or  
visit www.driveaway.com.au

DRIVE HOLIDAYS: Advertorial

DRIVING IS one of the best ways to 
experience any country you plan to visit, 
whether it’s simply getting from A to B or 
epic multi-stop road trips that last a few days 
or a few weeks. 

When it comes to a self-drive holiday, 
there are two types of people in the world; 
people who like to plan every detail of their 
road trip and people who prefer to be more 
spontaneous. 

Here at DriveAway, we can assure you that 
falling into either one of these categories is 
all okay, and still makes the drive incredible 

no matter which way you approach it.
For those that like to plan their road trips, 

know that it takes time, patience, knowledge 
and excitement to include everything that 
you wish to see. Those who don’t like to 
plan so much will find themselves winging 
the driving, and this is how they enjoy the 
journey. The amazing thing about self-drive 
holidays is that they can be fully customised 
and personalised around your tastes and 
interests, at your own pace – in your own 
time.

The self-drive experience enriches any 

Don’t hold back from your next self-drive experience.

Planning your 
road trip with 
DriveAway

traveller and takes you on a journey of 
different roads, whether you’re travelling 
throughout the alpine regions of Switzerland 
or along the dramatic coastlines of France 
or Italy. 

We are here to support any traveller, 
whether they are couples honeymooning 
in Hawaii, a family of five driving vast 
landscapes of the USA in a motorhome or 
the grey nomads discovering small quaint 
villages throughout Europe in a NEW 
Peugeot vehicle, we will have your wheels 
covered!



LET US SHOW 
YOU THE WORLD

› Worldwide Car Hire 
› European Leasing 

› Motorhome Rentals 
› Motorcycle Tours

To book call 1300 363 500 or  
visit www.driveaway.com.au

DRIVE HOLIDAYS: Advertorial

DriveAway provides a wide range of 
products, from worldwide car hire, European 
leasing, and motorcycle rentals in Australia 
and the USA. Or if you are looking for an 
all in one transport and accommodation 
solution, perhaps a motorhome rental is 
more your style. 

DriveAway Holidays are here to assist you 
each step of the way and provide you with 
peace of mind knowing that all the details 
are being handled by our professional 
team. So no matter what kind of traveller 
you are, organised, spontaneous or last-
minute, discover the DriveAway difference 
and experience the ultimate freedom and 
flexibility of a self-drive holiday today!

1. Get to know some of the road rules 
of the countries you’re visiting. 

2. Take note of whether they drive on 
the left or the right side of the road.

3. Consider hiring a diesel vehicle 
(where available) as a more 
economical option.

4. Consider leasing for long-term 
European rentals e.g. from 21 up  
to 175 days.

5. Take photos of the vehicle when 
you collect it for evidence of its 
condition.

6. Don’t get lost! Know the importance 
of a navigation system (GPS or maps).

7. Make sure you have a valid credit  
card to present on collection.

8. If you are travelling to a non-English 
speaking country, make sure you have 
an international licence.

WE EVEN HAVE SOME GREAT AND HANDY TIPS FOR YOUR SELF-DRIVING HOLIDAY:
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DRIVE HOLIDAYS: New Zealand

1. TRANZALPINE EXPLORER. 
Experience Christchurch, West Coast, 
Wanaka and Queenstown, enjoying alpine 
experiences, glaciers, native forest and 
waterways (lakes, rivers and waterfalls).

Drive coast-to-coast in half a day, or set 
a glacial pace. Travelling through forests, 
farmland and over the majestic Southern 
Alps, this is a memorable way to see the 
country on one of New Zealand’s great road 
trips.

2. TOP OF THE SOUTH. Refresh yourself 
in Christchurch, Kaikoura, Marlborough 
and Nelson with a trip encompassing 
coastal experiences, wildlife, food, wine and 
relaxation.

Ocean, beaches, vineyards and gourmet 
fare sit side by side. Discover the diversity 

SOUTH ISLAND TOURING

of Christchurch, just a three-hour flight 
from the Australian eastern coast. Then take 
an easy two-and-a-half hour drive along 
the scenic coastline to Kaikoura for some 
dolphin and whale watching. 

Next stop, wine country. Linger in the 
picturesque Marlborough region, enjoy a 
sauvignon blanc or two and relax in the 
waterways of the Marlborough Sounds. 
Explore the artisan haven of Nelson and the 
world-famous Abel Tasman National Park. 
On the way back to Christchurch unwind in 
the spas of Hanmer Springs.

3. NATURE AND HERITAGE JOURNEY. 
Connect Christchurch, Dunedin, Central 
Otago and Queenstown, enjoying history 
and heritage, food, wine, cycling and 
waterways (lakes and rivers).

South Canterbury and Central Otago 
showcase New Zealand’s heritage as much 
of modern New Zealand had its beginning 
in the South. Explore historic gold-mining 
areas and wander through grand Victorian-
era country houses, or a rambling Scottish 
castle, and uncover nature in Mt Aspiring 
National Park.

4. ALPINE LAKES JOURNEY. Take an 
adventure through Christchurch, Wanaka, 
Queenstown, Canterbury and Mackenzie. 
You’ll find alpine experiences, native forest, 
short nature walks and waterways (lakes and 
rivers).

There’s a lot to love about the alpine 
lake region of Central South Island as it has 
every travel experience covered. Encounter 
a bounty of fresh local produce, mountain 
ranges, glassy lakes and boutique wineries.

5. SOUTHERN SCENIC ROUTE. Connect 
and refresh in Queenstown, Fiordland, 
Southland and Dunedin with coastal 
experiences, wildlife, fiords, nature walks and 
mountain biking.

Take the 600-kilometre route through 
some of the world’s most dramatic 
landscapes, making your way from diverse 
Christchurch to charming Dunedin, 
exploring the heritage buildings along the 
way before starting the Southern Scenic 
Route. Take the road along the Otago 
coastline, filled with native wildlife on 
deserted beaches. 

Visit Nugget Point with its amazing 
views and discover the raw beauty of the 
Catlins with leafy forests and waterfalls. 
Then venture along the Southland coast 
to Te Anau, gateway to Fiordland – the 
sightseeing and walking capital of the world. 
Take to the waters of Milford Sound before 
finishing in Queenstown with a drive along 
the banks of Lake Wakatipu.
■ newzealand.com

NEW ZEALAND’S South Island hosts the purest natural landscapes you’ll ever experience. 
From wildlife to wineries, glacial valleys to star-filled skies, nature flourishes best against a 
palette of dramatic scenes. 

There is no better to time to hit the South Island than in autumn. So round up a group 
of friends and hit the road and you’ll be met by friendly locals, epic landscapes, fiords and 
glaciers. Here’s a look at some suggested itineraries that will leave you with memories that 
will last a lifetime.

Nugget Point, Southern Scenic Route

Alpine Lakes, Matukituki Valley, Wanaka. 
Pictures courtesy Tourism New Zealand

Fox Glacier, Tranz Alpine Journey
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A Britz campervan offers the ultimate 
freedom to discover New Zealand and 
roam. No other method of travel offers 
such freedom, with a campervan affording 
almost the same reach as a car with the 
convenience of your own ‘home’ on board.

Spring time is the perfect time to get your 
road trip started! Travel where you want, 
when you want, with loved ones through 
ever-changing landscapes with new sights 
and activities along the way.

Outside of the busiest spots in peak 

BETTER IN A BRITZ
season, campsite bookings generally aren’t 
required, allowing you to follow a flexible 
campervan route at your own pace.

On a Britz campervan road trip, getting 
there isn’t just half the fun, it’s all the fun. Grab 
the family, unpack once, settle into cruise 
mode, and discover the scenery for which 
New Zealand is famous. Deserted beaches, 
rolling farmland, deep-green forest, cascading 
waterfalls and epic mountain vistas.

Immerse yourself in these stunning 
landscapes by wandering along easy 

walkways, or set out on more challenging 
hikes for epic views. Tag on some two-
wheeled travel with Britz Bikes and take a 
spin along the country’s easy cycle trails. Get 
an adrenaline buzz on a bungy jump, skydive 
or jet-boat trip. Explore provincial museums, 
galleries and boutique shops, and replenish 
your stores at farmers’ markets, cafes and 
restaurants. Sound like a great New Zealand 
holiday?

Savour every moment of it, free from the 
hassle of finding a meal in the middle of 
nowhere or worrying about where to stay. 
Travel at your own pace, lingering when the 
time is right, and heading in the direction 
your mood takes you. Eat, sleep and drink 
on the hop – making the most of your 
campervan kitchen – and stop for the night 
when you’re ready. 

With each stop comes the opportunity to 
explore new territory, get a fresh perspective, 
whether you’re just taking an evening amble 
around the campsite, or setting off on 
adventures further field. It’s amazing what 
you can see through the campervan window 
– drive a Britz campervan, and watch the 
views come to you.

New Zealand is campervan travellers’ 
paradise. Come and see why.
■ Contact your travel agent or call 1800 331 
454 for a quote.

DISCOVER NZ
#GoByCamper

It’s time for the self-drive 
adventure you’ve always
dreamed of!
Right now Britz are offering amazing deals 
for travel during New Zealand’s Spring 
season - between October to December. 
With branches throughout New Zealand,  
we have campers suitable for two, or  
with enough room to fit the whole gang. 
Experience the freedom and flexibility 
of a campervan road trip, and explore 
New Zealand your way. Grab your family 
and friends and book now!

For further information contact your 
preferred travel agent or call 1800 331 454

Campervan. 4WD. Car Rentals

BRI0541_Britz August Advert_185x130mm.indd   1 4/08/2016   2:52 pm



A visit to Ireland – at the rugged edge of 
Europe is like an epic journey through 
an ever changing landscape and history, 
the perfect beginning or end to any 
European trip. Peel back the layers of 
time on Ireland’s Ancient East, a land 
like no other, where 5,000 years of 
history is brought to life by some of the 
best storytellers in the world.

Wander through 5,000 years of history 

Ireland’s 
Ancient East




