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NATALIA MACHADO reports on an adventure
to northern Canada and we preview the new
luxury hotels, gastronomy options and
adventure experiences opening up across
the country next year.

CONGRATULATIONS!

The winner of our recent
competition to win two return
economy tickets to Honolulu with
Hawaiian Airlines departing from
either Sydney or Brisbane and five
nights’ accommodation staying at
The Ritz-Carlton Residences, Waikiki
Beach has been drawn. The winner
is Amanda Selley from Escape Travel
– Elizabeth in Angle Vale, South
Australia. Thanks to all who entered
and look out for another great
giveaway in Traveltalk coming soon!

NEWStalk

IT’S AN
UNDERWATER
WORLD
SWITZERLAND TOURISM has announced
the opening of AQUATIS, the largest
freshwater aquarium-vivarium in Europe.
Located in Lausanne, the project
took 15 years to complete and is spread
over two levels. The space holds two
million litres of freshwater, is home to 20
different ecosystems, 300 plant species,
10,000 fish, 100 reptiles and amphibians,
and features 46 aquariums, vivariums and
terrariums.
The country’s first cultural destination
dedicated to ecosystems and sustainable
development, AQUATIS presents a
journey through the planet’s most
fascinating freshwater environments.
Visitors are taken on an immersive and
interactive voyage of discovery through
time and across continents using the
latest high-tech equipment, animation,
sound and lighting.
The AQUATIS complex, that opens
into town via a living space, has two
restaurants, a three-star hotel featuring
143 rooms, a wellness centre and a
conference centre.
■ aquatis.ch; myswitzerland.com

The hunt is back on

WIN A TRIP TO A FIJIAN
50TH BIRTHDAY BASH

TOBERUA ISLAND Resort Fiji is celebrating its 50th birthday in style
with six months of accommodation giveaways.
Twelve lucky couples will win an invite to the property’s birthday
celebrations in November next year. Winners will enjoy seven nights’
free accommodation in an oceanfront bure for two as well as the
week of birthday festivities.
You have two ways to win. First, simply ‘like’ the Toberua Facebook
page and fill out the entry form on the site. Alternatively, anyone who
currently holds a 2018 booking or makes a booking before June 30
will go in the draw to win.
Two winners will be drawn each month and announced on
Facebook for six months starting in January and ending in June.
Winners will be responsible for international and domestic flights,
transfers, meals and any paid activities they wish to participate in
during their stay.
■ toberua.com
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THE GLOBAL Scavenger Hunt, the world’s only real-life
international travel adventure competition, has announced the
dates for the 2018 edition of the championship.
Would-be Indiana Jones-types, adventurous Nellie Bly
hopefuls and Amazing Race wannabe’s can now submit their
applications for the around the world travel adventure that is
limited to 15 teams of two.
The 14th edition of the event will take place from April 13 to
May 5 and will match clever international travellers against each
other in a challenging circumnavigation of the globe over 23days visiting 10 countries.
“It took Phileas Fogg 80 days to travel around the world:
we do it in 23 days! And our
participants see and do more
than he ever did,” said William
D. Chalmers, Event CEO. “It is
indeed a highly hands-on and
transformative adventure with
a high wow factor for jaded
eyes and busy people.”
The event costs $25,000
per team to enter and that
includes all international
airfare, first class hotels, 40 per
cent of meals and special eventsponsored travel gear.
m Chalmers
Picture courtesy Willia
■ GlobalScavengerHunt.com

NEWStalk

NOVEL APPROACH EARNS
BYRNE SCHOLARSHIP AWARD
NAKITA BYRNE from TravelManagers has
been named the winner of the 2017 Avis
Travel Agent Scholarship at a gala dinner at
the Four Seasons Hotel in Sydney.
Nakita beat off competition from fellow
mobile travel consultants Amber Halleday,
Brigitte Kempf and Kim Mason in the final.
It was the first time four mobile consultants
had filled the final spots in the 21-year
history of the retail travel industry’s most
prestigious award.
“I feel really honoured and blessed to
win this award,” said Nakita, who earns a
prize package worth more than $40,000.
Nakita is based in Mount Arthur in New
South Wales.
This year’s Scholarship adopted a fresh
focus on innovation, with judges looking
for travel agents who were finding new or
novel ways to deliver exceptional customer
service. At the same time the celebrated
award program was expanded to include
New Zealand.
In her application, submitted as a series
of YouTube videos, Byrne demonstrated
a number of customer service initiatives.

Among them was her use of Instagram tags
to encourage customers to submit images
during their trips, which ultimately led to an
upsurge in endorsements, increased brand
awareness and new bookings.
“Consumers put a premium on
endorsements by people in their social
networks and Nakita has cleverly leveraged
those connections to build credibility and
trust,” said Kaye Ceille, Managing Director
Pacific Region, Avis Budget Group. “The
results have had a clear and positive impact
on her business.”
This year’s other finalists were Amber
Halleday, MTA Travel (Mt Gambier, South
Australia), Brigitte Kempf, New Zealand
Travel Brokers (Timaru, New Zealand),
and Kim Mason, TravelManagers Australia
(Sydney, New South Wales).
Among the many prize elements,
Nakita will travel on Qantas to the United
States, Europe or Asia next year to attend
a Phocuswright conference, where she will
hear from some of the travel industry’s most
visionary leaders.
■ avisscholarship.com

AUSSIE TOURISM SET FOR
WINDFALL AFTER YES VOTE

AUSSIES HAVE voted in favour of legalising
same-sex marriage but for those that work
in tourism, the YES vote is being hailed as a
double win.
Beyond the social ramifications of
the result, the YES return looks likely to
significantly boost tourism in Australia, both
from overseas and domestically.
John O’Sullivan, Managing Director of

Tourism Australia, said the YES vote would
help boost the country’s global reputation
beyond its already high standing.
“We already know from our international
research that one of Australia’s biggest
strengths as a tourism destination is the
positive reputation we enjoy for being a
friendly, warm and welcoming place to visit,
irrespective of race, colour, religious creed or

Nakita Byrne, 2017 Avis Travel
Agent Scholarship winner

sexual orientation,” he said.
“From a tourism point of view, the pink
dollar is big business and same sex marriage
tourism is on the rise.”
Mr O’Sullivan pointed to New Zealand’s
recent experiences to support the view.
“Nearly half of LGBTI couples who tied the
knot in New Zealand last year came from
other countries,” he said.
“Legalising same-sex marriage would
undoubtedly bring similar international
tourism benefits as well as domestically, with
the Australian LGBTI community no longer
having to head overseas to get married.”
According to Bloomberg, three in five (58
per cent) foreign same-sex marriages in New
Zealand involved Australians. And a 2015
ANZ Bank report suggested such ceremonies
in Australia could add $550 million to the
economy within a year of legislation.
“This announcement is great news for
our community and great news for tourism
and GALTA looks forward to helping drive
opportunities for our members in reaching
same-sex couples finally able to plan their
special day,” said Mario Paez, President of
Gay and Lesbian Tourism Australia (GALTA).
Nearly one in two (61.6 per cent) of the
nearly 13 million Australians that voted
in the voluntary postal survey supported
marriage equality.
T R AV E LTA L K S U M M E R 2 0 1 7 | 7
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DON’T LOSE ON YOUR CRUISE

The Australian cruise market goes from strength to strength so SureSave have put together a helpful
guide to getting the best travel insurance options when at sea.
THE MAJORITY of cruise claims received
by SureSave relate to medical expenses,
ranging from motion sickness and minor
slips to more serious conditions requiring
further medical treatment.
Some 13.4 per cent of claims relate
to luggage and lost property, such as
sunglasses and prescription glasses,
and for damaged goods such as phones
and cameras. The remaining claims are
for cancellations and delayed or missed
transport.
“It’s essential that travel agents explain
the importance of travel insurance, and
its benefits in real-life cruise scenarios, to
ensure customers are adequately protected
against the unexpected,” said Matt Endycott,
Head of Agency Sales at SureSave.

DOMESTIC VERSUS
INTERNATIONAL
While a domestic insurance policy can
provide cover for a range of other, nonmedical expenses, an international policy
can offer additional cover for medical
expenses incurred onboard a cruise ship
outside of Australian waters or overseas.
Although travellers might be cruising

in Australian waters, once off-shore they
may not be covered by Medicare, leaving
them to foot the bill if they’re uninsured.
This is also true regardless of whether the
cruise provider is an Australian or a foreign
company.
This is because cruise ships often employ
international doctors who may not be
registered to practice in Australia, meaning
any onboard treatment provided by them
doesn’t meet the criteria for Medicare cover.
So it’s worth checking whether Medicare
covers treatment onboard your ship.

THE COST OF
MEDICAL TREATMENT
While the average cruise claim is around
$800, expenses can run into the thousands
or even hundreds of thousands of dollars,
depending on the level of treatment
required.
One of SureSave’s most expensive cruise
claims came to more than $270,000, which
included transport from the ship to a
hospital at the nearest port, two months of
hospitalisation and expenses for treatment
overseas, then repatriation home with
medical escorts.

GETTING TO HOSPITAL
CAN BE A CHALLENGE

If a traveller needs urgent treatment that
can’t be provided onboard, it can be difficult
getting them to the nearest medical facility
from the middle of the ocean. Emergency
helicopter evacuations and treatment at a
foreign hospital tends to be very expensive
and can put travellers out of pocket quickly if
they don’t have insurance.

CANCELLATION COVER:
TIMING IS EVERYTHING

Purchasing insurance at the same time
as booking a cruise could protect travellers
should they need to cancel a cruise prior to
their departure, or should they need to cut
their trip short.
However, cancellation claims don’t just
happen pre-trip. If a traveller has to cut their
trip short, potentially missing out on pre-paid
tours or shore excursions, then insurance
could also help recover some of these losses.
“The value of travel insurance is not only
financial; it’s about the reassurance of having
a support team on hand at all times,” added
Endycott.
■ suresave.com.au

SureSave’s international policy covers a broad range of events that
apply to cruising including:

*
*
*
*
*
*
*

flight delays and getting to your cruise on time,
a cruise line becomes insolvent,
a cruise is delayed from leaving due to mechanical problems,
formal wear is lost, stolen or damaged,
policy holder is made redundant prior to embarking on a cruise,
missing a shore excursion due to a cruise delay, or
medical evacuation from a ship.

SureSave Pty Limited ABN 82 137 885 262 AR 339902 is an authorised representative of Cerberus Special
Risks Pty Limited ABN 81 115 932 173, AFS Licence No. 308461. This is general advice and you should
consider if this product suits your needs. Before you buy, please read the Product Disclosure Statement
available from www.suresave.com.au. This insurance is underwritten by certain underwriters at Lloyd's.
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Available
in-store
now

BOOK IT NOW: Special Report

SO HOW SAFE IS EGYPT?

DELLA POPPINS was among a group of 45 travel agents invited on
a 10-day famil to Egypt hosted by Bunnik Tours recently. She writes
exclusively for Traveltalk about the experience.
EGYPT. THE land of Pharaohs, pyramids,
temples and the mighty Nile River. Talk to
most people about touring Egypt these days
and the first question they ask is “Is it safe?”
We were about to find out for ourselves
exactly how safe a trip to Egypt feels right
now.
Our journey began in Cairo with
accommodation at Le Méridien Pyramids
where we were met by Marion and Dennis
Bunnik, our hosts. The third family member,
Sacha, joined us later in Luxor.
Cairo’s overcrowded streets and chaotic
traffic were an experience. Public transport
is minimal and with a population the size
of Australia’s, distance is measured in time,
not kilometres. Depending on the day of
the week and the time of day it can take
anywhere from 30 minutes to two hours to
reach your hotel.
But it was well worth it when we saw the
view from our room. Where else can you
open your curtains and gaze upon one of
the ancient wonders of the world, the Great
Pyramid of Giza?
Over the ensuing days we were treated
to all the magnificent sights that Egypt has
to offer. We saw the earliest pyramids dating
from 2575-2465 BC and the modern-day
engineering marvel, the Aswan High Dam.
We walked through the Valley of the Kings
and entered King Tutankhamen’s tomb.
We shopped in the bustling Khan el Khalili
Bazaar in central Cairo. Abu Simbel amazed
us, along with so much more including
10 | W W W . T R A V E L T A L K M A G . C O M . A U

the temple of Queen Hatshepsut and the
Colossus of Memnon.
We were treated to the same small groupstyle arrangements that Bunnik offer all their
clients with a maximum group size of 20 in
Egypt and a wonderfully knowledgeable
Egyptologist on each coach.
Our experienced guide, Manal, kept us
informed and entertained along the way
with just the right amount of information.
Travelling with this vibrant, warm Egyptian
national was also extremely handy when
navigating our way through crowds, looking
for clean bathrooms and finding a bargain
or two at the many market stalls that can be
found in most areas you will visit.
A pleasant one-hour flight took us
to Aswan. After an overnight stay in the
Mövenpick hotel we boarded the Royal Lily,
a Nile River cruise boat owned by the hotel
chain for a three-night cruise. With only 240
kilometres between Aswan and Luxor we
stopped to visit temples at Kom Ombo and
Edfu as well as just spending some time
relaxing in order to recharge for the next few
busy days.
Tourism is rising slowly again and today,
happily, there are 112 boats once again
running between Aswan and Luxor.
In exploring Egypt’s wonders, we visited
markets, bartered for treasures and trinkets
with local hawkers and shopkeepers, saw
mosques and temples, rode around Luxor in
a horse and carriage and much, much more.
Never at any time did I hear any member of

Dennis Bunnik with Della Poppins

our party say they felt unsafe or threatened
any more so than anywhere in today’s world.
We were welcomed into Egypt so very
warmly; schoolchildren especially loved
seeing us and thanked us graciously for
visiting. We all loved the shopping and while
some members of our group contributed
fairly generously to the Egyptian economy,
I think each of us also took a little piece of
Egypt home in our hearts.
■ bunniktours.com.au
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BOOK IT NOW

TIME TO GET YOUR BACKSIDE
TRACKSIDE AT ROYAL ASCOT
LATITUDE 33 is offering racing fans the
chance to experience one of the world’s
greatest events with an exclusive tour to
Royal Ascot next year.
Departing Australia in June, this ninenight luxury itinerary includes staying
at Dorchester Collection hotels and
experiencing corporate hospitality at
its best. Begin with a two-night stay at
Raffles Dubai including all the club room

privileges before your stay at the prestigious
Dorchester Hotel in London.
For the main event, spend five nights
at Coworth Park Hotel, a luxury countryhouse property just a short ride from Royal
Ascot and adjoining Windsor Great Park.
You will receive entry to both the Royal
enclosure and the Queen Anne enclosure
while spending the royal meeting in prime
position just before the winning post. You’ll

also enjoy a five-course luncheon with all
beverages at Trackside restaurant.
For Ladies Day, enjoy a Champagne
reception on arrival and a four-course
luncheon at the award-winning, glass
fronted fifth-floor restaurant offering
panoramic views of the racecourse to
watch the royal procession enter through
the Golden Gates at the beginning of the
straight mile.
This tour is strictly limited to 20 guests
and is priced from $13,699 per person twin
share. Also included are return economy
airfares from Australia, desert dune safari
and dinner in Dubai and all transfers.
■ latitude33.travel

Not one but two ancient
lands ready to explore
TRAVELMARVEL HAVE announced that due to the success
of this year’s Egypt tour, they will be adding Jordan to their
2018 product for the very first time.
The company’s 2018 Egypt and Jordan brochure details
the distinct destinations and highlights the exclusive
experiences guests will enjoy while exploring these
ancient lands.
The 16-day ‘Treasures of Egypt & The Nile with Hidden
Jordan’ tour encompasses the famous monuments and
the hidden gems of both countries, such as the Pyramids
of Giza, the Great Sphinx and The Valley of the Kings, once
a royal burial ground of Pharaohs.
Along with visits to the Karnak Temple, the largest religious building ever constructed,
guests will also experience Luxor, a city with an unparalleled archaeological heritage and a
former Egyptian capital. The tour also includes the Temple of Edfu, the massive sandstone
construction dedicated to the falcon god Horus.
The Jordanian leg of the journey takes guest to the heart of the country’s culture with a visit to
the UNESCO World Heritage-listed Petra, which was forgotten for centuries, hidden deep within
the desert. There’s also a trip to the capital Amman, a city of diverse contrast and character, and
the Dead Sea, sitting at the lowest point on Earth.
The trip also includes a four-night cruise along the River Nile on Travelmarvel’s recently
refurbished premium ship, the MS Sunray. The tour is priced from $7,995 per person twin share.
■ travelmarvel.com .au
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IN BRIEF///
ANANTARA MEDJUMBE Island
Resort in Mozambique has just
launched ‘Naturally Exclusive’, an
opportunity to enjoy the property
with a hand-picked selection of
your friends and loved ones.
A 45-minute helicopter
ride from Pemba International
Airport, guests enjoy complete
privacy on the untouched onekilometre long island set in the
Quirimbas Archipelago. The island
accommodates a maximum of only
24 guests in 12 beach pool villas,
each with its own private plunge
pool with views across the Indian
Ocean.
Personal chefs look after the
catering while team members
arrange everything from sunset
cruises to sailing lessons and scuba
diving. It costs $12,900 per night for
a minimum three-night booking.
■ medjumbe.anantara.com

BOOK IT NOW

DOUBLE UP ON
SCANDINAVIA
FOR 2018

Swimming with whales.
Picture courtesy Grant Thomas

HAVE A WHALE OF A TIME
MAJESTIC WHALE Encounters have just
launched their new ‘Whale Swim and Yoga
Retreat’ package for 2018.
The Australian eco-tour operator
has unveiled an eight-day itinerary for
September next year, which comes with
an early bird booking saving.
A highlight of the new package will
be four days spent swimming with
humpbacks in Tonga, while maintaining
safe, non-invasive guidelines set by the
‘Responsible Whale Watching’ code.
Guests will stay six of the eight nights
at an eco-resort on the ‘off the grid’
island of Ha’apai, where they can choose
between glamping-style tents or luxury,
wooden fales, which have ocean views
along with a personal pathway to the
beach. The whale-watching boat will
depart each day from the front of the
resort.
Daily yoga will take place in a purpose-

built pavillion, while beach yoga will also
be on offer, providing the perfect setting
to stretch and meditate as the sun sets.
Guests will also have access to kayaks and
paddle boards as well as a nearby reef to
snorkel in.
Starting on September 11, the ‘Whale
Swim and Yoga Retreat’ package costs
$3,700 per person twin-share, or $3,800
per person for the luxury wooden fales
if booked before December 15. This
represents a saving of $300 per person, or
$600 per couple. Rates after December 15
will be $4,000 per person twin-share, or
$41,00 per person for a luxury fale.
Included in the price is six nights’
accommodation at the eco-resort, one
night at the airport hotel, all main meals,
four days swimming with humpback
whales, daily yoga and inter-island flights.
Flights to Tonga from Australia are extra.
■ majesticwhaleencounters.com.au

EVER-INCREASING demand has led Beyond
Travel to expand its range once more with
25 pages dedicated to Scandinavia in its
recently released 2018 Russia & Beyond
brochure.
“Forward bookings and enquiries for
2018 has been overwhelmingly positive
and with good feedback from agents on
new products and services introduced
in 2017,” said Bryce Crampton, General
Manager Sales and Marketing.
“This response has encouraged Beyond
Travel to offer an even wider choice of
hotels, tours and sightseeing options for
2018. The surge of interest in both escorted
and independent travel prompted us to
add five new escorted tours and five new
tailor-made packages across Scandinavia,
including specially designed winter tours.”
New for 2018 is the 12-day ‘Grand Tour of
Iceland’ escorted tour, which currently comes
with a $700 discover more travel voucher
per couple when booked and deposited by
December 29. There are eight departures
across June, July and August, with prices
starting from $8,695 per person twin share.
Also new is the nine-day ‘Intimate
Norway’ tour, which is a great value option
for independent travellers. The package
includes four-star hotels, ferry, coach and
rail tickets and features six nights in the
Fjord region plus Bergen and Oslo. Priced
from $3,040 per person, the tour departs
daily in summer. Book by February 28,
2018, and receive a bonus $200 per couple
discover more travel voucher.
■ beyondtravel.com.au
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CELEBRATE A MAGICAL

Christmas in Scandinavia
Here, IVY THOMSON from 50 Degrees North suggests an alternative
venue for your next Christmas party.
CHRISTMAS IS special no matter how or
where you celebrate it, but nothing beats
the serenity of a white Christmas.
For Australians, a snow-covered Christmas
is like something out of a fairytale. So
what better gift to give your family than a
traditional Nordic Christmas celebration,
complete with Santa, reindeers, elves and
exciting winter activities?
A Scandinavian Christmas is wonderful
for so many reasons, but for all of us at 50
Degrees North, it represents fond memories
from our childhood. Our Christmas tours are
designed to share that joy and traditions
with our Australian travellers.
Our speciality is Christmas experiences
off the Nordic beaten path: we choose quiet,
countryside locations, staying in boutique
accommodation. But we never go past the
Scandinavian capitals for a quick dose of

pre-Christmas cheer.
With short daylight hours and long
evenings, the city streets are lit up by
thousands of Christmas lights, decorated fir
pines brighten up the main squares and you
can go ice-skating with the locals on the city
ice rinks.
The Nordic capitals of Helsinki, Stockholm,
Oslo and Copenhagen also host a range of
beautiful Christmas markets in December.
We recommend combining our Christmas
tours with a city stay to soak up the seasonal
excitement. It is a great way to recover from
long-haul flights and the Nordic capitals are
easily explored by foot or public transport.
There’s no better way to get in the holiday
spirit than visiting a local Christmas market.
With a selection of traditional flavours from
the region you can eat, drink, sample and
shop for artisanal produce, handmade crafts
Above right: Røros, Norway
Below: Visit Helsinki
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and keepsake decorations before heading
north for your Christmas celebrations.
Here’s what you can expect from our
crafted Christmas tours.
Part of the Christmas magic is the fresh
powder-snow. The world seems extra quiet
during and after fresh snowfall and the air
is crisp and cool. We suggest you do like
Scandinavian kids: go out to play! Create
snowmen, snow angels, ski and walk the
forest in snowshoes.
Did you know Santa lives in Finland? Your
chances of meeting Santa and his elves
are pretty good if you celebrate Christmas
here. While this is the busiest time of year
for Santa, he still takes time to meet with
visitors, big and small. It’s an experience you
and your kids will treasure.
We can’t mention Santa without giving
credit to his hardworking reindeers. We’ll
take you on a safari to local reindeer farms
to meet these gentle animals of the North,
or organise an evening sleigh-ride under
the stars. If you are lucky you’ll see Aurora
Borealis dance across the horizon from the
cosy comfort of your sleigh.
Unlike Christmas in Australia, the days are
short and the nights are long in December,
but it’s part of the Nordic Christmas charm.
The hour when the sun sets (around noon)
is referred to as ‘the blue hour’ thanks to the
shade of blue on the snow-covered landscape
as the brief daylight comes to an end.
Our Christmas tours also include a range
of exciting winter-activities. Husky-farms,
reindeers, snowshoeing, guided Northern
Lights tours, bonfires, snowmobile rides
and private Santa visits are just some of
the things you can experience during your
Scandinavian Christmas holiday with 50
Degrees North.
■ fiftydegreesnorth.com

Discover a

Magical Christmas
in Finland

Spend your next Christmas in a
snow-covered village where streetlights
are turned off in the afternoon so that
you can see the Northern Lights.
This beautiful small village is your home for the week; shop
with the locals, feed reindeers outside the supermarket
afterwards and then have hot chocolates in the cafe on your
way back to your cabin.
You will stay in cosy log cabins, each with their own
fireplace and sauna. Enjoy great local food and join in
some exhilarating winter activities like husky and reindeer
sledding, ice fishing and snowmobiling.
On Christmas Eve we will visit a Lapp Village where the day
is spent enjoying winter activities and making gingerbread
biscuits and Christmas decorations. The highlight of the day
is when each family receives an invite for a private visit to
Santa’s cabin, travelling through the snowy forest by sleigh.

We’re locayolsu!

Let us show
s
the hidden gem
.
of our region

Contact us to discover your own magical family Christmas in Lapland
1300 422 821

info@fiftydegreesnorth.com

fiftydegreesnorth.com

CRUISEtalk

Extend yourself
in north America
VIKING CRUISES has announced two new
cruise extensions to its popular ‘Alaska & the
Inside Passage’ ocean itinerary.
The first extension is the eight-day
‘Canadian Rockies’, which lets guests discover
the natural beauty of the mountains, glacierfed lakes and vibrant communities of the area.
Travellers will explore Banff National Park
and the canyon walls, waterfalls and forest
of Johnston Canyon in Jasper. Spot deer,
bighorn sheep, mountain goats and bears
before exploring the history and local culture
of Vancouver.
On the ‘Pristine Alaska’ extension, a tram
ride takes guests to the summit of Mt.

Alyeska and stops in Anchorage for a brief
city tour of its historic downtown en-route to
Talkeetna. On a jet boat into the wilderness,
visitors will learn about the lives of the
earliest settlers.
Flightseeing, fishing, hiking or learning
about mushing are some available options.
Deep into the Denali National Park, learn
about some of the park’s residents – moose,
caribou, Dall sheep and more. In Fairbanks,
meet the locals, who will share their heritage
through traditional stories.
“We recently launched our shorter threeday Anchorage extension and the six-day
Denali Explorer with Anchorage & Talkeetna

extension, and we have been overwhelmed
by their popularity,” said Lubica Sibikova,
Product Manager Viking Cruises Australia and
New Zealand.
The 11-day ‘Alaska & the Inside Passage’
cruise from Vancouver to Seward (or vice
versa) sails between May and August 2019
and is priced from $6,695 per person. Guests
who book before December 31 this year can
save $1,000 per couple.
The eight-day ‘Canadian Rockies’ extension
is priced from $5,339 per person while the
seven-day ‘Pristine Alaska’ is priced from
$4,939 per person.
■ vikingcruises.com.au

A FULL DANCE CARD

PONANT HAS opened bookings for its
2019 summer season, with more than 70
departures to Northern Europe, Central and
South America, the Indian Ocean, Oceania
and the Mediterranean.
Offering luxury small ship expedition
cruises, the company will have nine ships
in 2019, including four new PONANT
Explorers. Advance purchases on some
departures currently offer savings of up to
30 per cent.
The ‘Great Lakes of North America’ is an
itinerary being offered for the first time.
Crossing four of the five Great Lakes, the
cruise is timed to capture nature full of the
colours of autumn. It is an itinerary created
for limited capacity ships which combines
landscapes with cultural visits.
Nine departures on the new ship Le
Laperouse will also be available during
her inaugural season in the Kimberley,
Australia’s vast wilderness region. This will
enable passengers to discover its unique
biodiversity and marine environment, which
are among the most preserved in the world.

Some 11 new itineraries will be offered
in total in 2019, along with around 30 new
ports of call. These include Gytheio and
Igoumenitsa (Greece), Syracuse, Brindisi and
Reggio de Calabre (Italy), Piran (Slovenia),
Ibiza (Spain), Kinsale (Ireland), Fishguard
(United Kingdom) and La Rochelle (France).
To be launched in mid 2018, Le Laperouse
is scheduled to be positioned in Australian,
Melanesian and New Zealand waters as part
of its inaugural season of voyages in 2019.
“This will provide Australians and New
Zealanders with the opportunity to sail on
one of the world’s newest ships featuring the
very latest in maritime technology, safety
and environmental sensitivity... important
considerations for voyages in remote
areas such as the Kimberley,” said Monique
Ponfoort, Vice President Asia Pacific.
The only French-owned cruise line and a
world leader in luxury expeditions, PONANT
was created in 1988 by Jean Emmanuel
Sauvée and a dozen officers of the French
Merchant Navy.
■ au.ponant.com

FROM PONANT

Image courtesy Sterling Design International
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PICK YOUR GIFT WITH
MSC Seaside will be named in Miami on
December 21. This innovative ship will be
sailing in the Caribbean taking you and
the MSC Cruises fleet towards the future of
cruising.
MSC Seaside is the first in the new Seaside
class of ships, setting new standards for
the industry in comfort, safety, onboard
entertainment, environmental friendliness
and almost every other aspect of modern
day cruising.

MSC CRUISES

This ship has rewritten the design rules,
blending indoor and outdoor areas to
connect you with the sea like never before.
Circling the entire ship as low as Deck 8
is a breathtaking waterfront boardwalk
dotted with places to eat, drink, shop, swim
and sunbathe. MSC Seaside has earned the
nickname “The ship that follows the sun”.
Based in Miami, MSC Seaside will delight
you with itineraries of seven and 14 nights
that take you to Ocho Rios, George Town,

Cozumel and Nassau, in the Bahamas, or St
John’s and Charlotte Amalie, Virgin Islands
for one of the best Caribbean experiences
on offer. Prices start from $799 per person
for a seven night cruise departing Miami on
November 17, 2018.
MSC Seaside joins the tropical line up of
MSC Divina, MSC Fantasia, MSC Armonia and
MSC Opera.
MSC Divina will inspire you over 11-nights,
calling at Jamaica, Columbia, Panama, Costa
Rica to Mexico and the Bahamas.
MSC Preziosa will depart from Forte de
France in Martinique and from Pointe-a-Pitre
in Guadeloupe to discover the West Indies.
She will call at La Romana and Basseterre,
or Trinidad and Tobago and Barbados and
is priced from $999 per person for a seven
night cruise.
MSC Armonia and MSC Opera will
continue to sail to Cuba and the Caribbean
islands, exploring Havana, Belize City and
Cozumel.
Treat yourself and head to MSC Cruises’
sunny destinations. Book now and Pick Your
Gift! Your choice includes onboard credit, 2
for 1 all-inclusive drinks package or Streamer
Wi-Fi package.
Check out all of the fabulous itineraries on
offer at mscruises.com.au or call 1300 028
502 and Pick Your Gift!

IT’S NOT JUST ANY CRUISE, IT’S AN MSC CRUISE
Our fleet of 16 ships offer affordable luxury sailing year-round in the Mediterranean, Caribbean & Cuba.
Seasonally in Northern Europe, Arabian Peninsula, South America, South Africa & Repositioning cruises
BEST VALUE IN CRUISING YEAR ROUND - WITH UNBELIEVABLE PRICES!
7 & 14 NIGHT CRUISES - COMBINE & SAVE ON SECOND CRUISE.

NORTHERN EUROPE; 7NIGHTS from AU$1,199pp*
3 ships seasonally, departs Saturday & Sunday,
Copenhagen (Denmark) & Kiel (Germany)

MEDITERRANEAN; 7NIGHTS from AU$699pp*
8 ships year round, departs every week
FREE transfer 14nt Grand Mediterranean

CARIBBEAN; 7NIGHTS from AU$849pp*
2 ships year round, 5 seasonally,
weekly departures, Havana (Cuba), Cozumel (Mexico) & Miami (USA)

Discover a ship within a ship.
Indulge in the luxury of MSC YACHT CLUB
An exclusive haven of refinement!
(Available on 8 ships)

MSC SEASIDE THE SHIP THAT FOLLOWS THE SUN

Cruising the Caribbean from December 2017

TO BOOK: CALL 1300 028 502 visit msccruises.com.au or see your travel agent
*All details correct as at 15 Nov, 17. Northern Europe 7nts based on MSC Magnifica 31/3/18. Mediterranean 7nts based on MSC Meraviglia 17/11/ 18. Caribbean 7 nts
based on MSC Armonia 2/3/19. Combine & Save on selected cruises saving $100 per person off second cruise. Must be booked within six weeks of each cruise with the
same booking number, for first two adults only. Free transfer 14 or 21nt Grand Med only, by coach between Genoa and Venice (or vice versa). One way only and is free for
first two adults. Children, 3rd and 4th adults must pay transfer cost one way (AU/NZ$150pp). Itineraries & departure ports subject to change at any time without notice.
E&OE MSC Cruises (Aust) Pty Ltd ABN 55 003 526 725. General Sales Agent for MSC Cruises S.A | ATAS Accredited No. A10954.
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UNIQUELY AMERICAN river cruises
THERE HAS never been a better time to
explore America and the American Queen
Steamboat Company has the perfect way to
discover the heartland of this vast country.
Sail aboard one of the gracious and
elegant steamboats along the Mississippi,
Ohio, Tennessee, Cumberland, Columbia and
Snake Rivers on an inclusive river cruising
experience.
Combining a unique blend of American
beauty and history, acclaimed cuisine and
lively showboat-style entertainment, you’ll
discover a side of North America that few
ever see.
What is unique about the American
Queen Steamboat Company is its
steamboats which include the American
Queen, the American Empress and the newly
launched American Duchess.
The largest steamboat ever built, the
grand American Queen is a gracious and
elegant triumph of American ingenuity,
the American Empress is the largest, most
elegant riverboat in the Pacific Northwest
and the American Duchess, which sailed for
the first time in September 2017, is the first
all-suite paddle-wheeler on U.S. rivers.

Signature benefits
•

One-night pre cruise deluxe hotel stay –
includes breakfast, taxes, portage
and transfers

•

Included Hop-On Hop-Off
hore excursions at every port

•

Dedicated fleet of luxury coaches

•

All on-board meals which are regionally
inspired throughout the regions
of America

•

Complimentary wine and beer
with dinner

•

Daily lectures by the Riverlorian, an
onboard history and culture expert

•

Broadway-style entertainment
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Destinations
Mississippi river cruise itineraries will
pique the interest of nature lovers, history
buffs and culture enthusiasts and let you
delve into beauty and adventure on an epic
scale.
This is America’s Heartland, envisioned
by Washington and Jefferson, celebrated by
Mark Twain and stitched into the very fabric
of a nation. The Lower Mississippi River has
the rich history and cultural diversity of the
Old South and is like taking a step back in
time.
From the sidewalk cafes and jazz clubs
of New Orleans’ French Quarter to the
barbecue hotspots and soulful blues of
Memphis, the Lower Mississippi region
is a beautiful celebration of modern day
attractions and timeless southern traditions.
River cruises on the Columbia and Snake
Rivers present a wealth of natural, aweinspiring beauty and iconic destinations that
will leave you breathless.
Cruise the Ohio River through Tennessee
and discover untouched nature and history
that brings back stories of the Cherokee and
Chickamauga tribes. Explore small towns,

sights or big city attractions or explore
nature and immerse yourself in the culture
and feel the history aboard one of our luxury
paddle-wheelers.

Themed voyages
Every voyage includes a unique theme
which features special entertainment
creating a river cruise experience unlike
any other. A selection of themes offered
include Thanksgiving Festival, The Civil
War, Bourbon, Mark Twain, Music of
America, Antebellum South and Christmas
Markets.
Whether you seek to explore inviting
destinations of the True South or wish
to embrace breathtaking views of the
great Pacific Northwest, prepare for
an unforgettable journey from the
indescribable perspective of the river.
Authentic America is out there just
waiting to be discovered and it is unlike
anything you have ever experienced before.
■ For more information, or to request the
2018 American Queen Steamboat
Company brochure, call 02 9959 1355,
email info@aqsc.com.au or visit our website
www.aqsc.com

er Mississippi on the new
Sail the Low

- AMERICAN DUCHESS Experience authentic Southern culture as you journey through living history & soak in
the romantic spirit of the Antebellum era

MEMPHIS

WHAT’S INCLUDED
• 1 night pre cruise hotel stay

MISSISSIPPI DELTA
NATIONAL HERITAGE
AREA

• Hop-On Hop-Off shore excursions
• Bottled water, coffee, tea & soft drinks
throughout your voyage

GREENVILLE

• All onboard meals

VICKSBURG

• Wine and beer with dinner
• River history by our Riverlorian

NATCHEZ
ST FRANCISVILLE

• No formal wear required
• Broadway-style entertainment

GREENVILLE

NEW ORLEANS

3 JUNE & 17 JUNE
- DEPARTING 2018 -

$2,878

- FARES FROM -

us

PER PERSON
TWIN SHARE

Request your 2018 brochure today:
02 9959 1355 | info@aqsc.com.au
www.aqsc.com
*TERMS & CONDITIONS: All fares are in US dollars, per person, twin share based on Category IS, includes port taxes and earlybird discount 2 valid until 31 December 2017 (correct as of 17 November 2017).
Gratuities are additional. Valid for new bookings only and cannot be combined with any other offers. All offers are capacity controlled and can be withdrawn or modified at any time without notice
and subject to availability at time of booking. Cancellation penalties & conditions apply. Prices based on payment by cash or cheque only. Travel agent service fees not included. American Queen
Steamboat Company reserve the right to change, correct errors, withdraw from sale any or all fares, itineraries, excursions & fees. For full terms & conditions visit www.aqsc.com or contact your
local preferred Travel Agent.
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A World of Adventure

AWAITS
ROYAL CARIBBEAN International has
announced its 2019-2020 deployment plans,
including some of the first-ever Quantum
Class ship to visit Alaska, four new ports of call
in Europe and unrivalled Caribbean voyages.

ALASKA JUST GOT WILDER

Making her U.S. debut for the 2019 Alaska
season, Ovation of the Seas will homeport
in Seattle, Washington during the Northern
Hemisphere summer.
Only on Ovation will guests glimpse the
Northern Lights and other Alaskan wonders
from the North Star, the ship’s signature
glass observation capsule with panoramic
views from 90 metres above sea level – the
best views possible without taking flight.
Guests will also have the chance to
skydive, surf and swim alongside glaciers
from the comfort of the ship’s thrilling
indoor SeaPlex sports complex, Solarium
and indoor or outdoor pools.
Ovation will sail seven-night itineraries to

Charlotte Amalie, St Thomas
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Above: Radiance of
the Seas, Ketchikan
Bald Eagle, Rainforest
Sanctuar y, Ketchikan

destinations from Juneau to Victoria, British
Columbia, showcasing Alaska’s natural
treasures and luring adventure seekers with
stately spruce forests, island-studded waters,
native wildlife and awe-inspiring glaciers.
Ovation will join Radiance of the Seas in the
Alaska market, which sails seven-night openjaw itineraries between Seward, Alaska and
Vancouver, British Columbia. Alaska itineraries
will be available to book from December 11.

A SWEET REUNION

Adventure of the Seas has made her long
awaited return to St. Thomas, the first time
the cruise line has visited the destination
since the Caribbean was impacted by
hurricanes in September.
Royal Caribbean partnered with the
government of the U.S. Virgin Islands to
restore Magens Bay, one of St. Thomas’ most
popular tourist attractions. A grand reopening of the destination was held during
Adventure’s visit last month.
“We are very excited to get back home
to our friends in St. Thomas,” said Michael
Bayley, President and CEO, Royal Caribbean
International.
“The Caribbean is our family, having
cruised there for nearly 50 years, and the
long-standing relationships created in all this
time are unwavering.”
In addition to St. Thomas, Royal Caribbean
has committed to returning to San Juan in
Puerto Rico and St. Maarten. Freedom of the
Seas became the first ship in the fleet to call
at San Juan on November 30, while Grandeur
of the Seas will arrive in St. Maarten on
December 17.

Kayaking, Juneau

NEW NORTHERN EUROPE AND
MEDITERRANEAN ADVENTURES

In 2019/2020 Royal Caribbean will
introduce four new European ports of call for
the line.
Travellers can now visit Visby in Sweden,
the world’s best preserved medieval city
and a UNESCO World Heritage site. In Zadar
in Croatia, explore national parks, waterfalls
and Roman-era history, or discover the
glamorous, picture-perfect fishing village of
Portofino on the Italian Rivera. There’s also
the breathtaking scenery steeped in history
in Porto, Portugal.
Oasis of the Seas will spend the northern
hemisphere summer season in Europe,
sailing from the iconic port city of Barcelona.
Oasis will sail seven-night itineraries, visiting
Palma de Mallorca in Spain, Marseille in
France, and Florence, Rome and Naples in
Italy. Europe itineraries will be available to
book from December 11.
■ royalcaribbean.com.au

THIS IS NOT
A CRUISE
THIS IS A
R O YA L C A R I B B E A N
CRUISE

BEST CRUISE

BEST CRUISE

AFTA National Travel Industry Awards

AFTA National Travel Industry Awards

LINE
2017
INTERNATIONAL

LINE
2017
DOMESTIC

CruisingPower.com.au

CRUISEtalk

Kotor in Montenegro

THE CAPTAIN
KNOWS BEST

Here, two captains from Azamara Club Cruises reveal their
favourite European ports and offer some insider travel tips to
help Aussies choose their next cruise.
events like the Edinburgh Festival which is
the biggest arts festival in the world.
Walk up the Royal Mile and you’ll see a
whole range of wonderful, historical sights,
like the Palace of Holyrood House and the
new Scottish Parliament buildings. At the
top of the mile sits Edinburgh Castle, an
absolute must-see, offering incredible views
over the city.

Captain Magnus Davidson
AZAMARA JOURNEY
Favourite European port: Edinburgh
(Leith), Scotland. Our ship docks right next
to the Queen’s former Royal Yacht Britannia
and from the port it’s a short distance to the
centre of Edinburgh – which is, in my view,
the most beautiful city in the UK.
Do: From the port, it’s a 10-minute drive to
the centre of Edinburgh. During the summer
months when Journey visits, Edinburgh is a
hive of activity, with the city gearing up for
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Eat: The area of Leith – known simply as
‘The Shore’ – is a five-minute walk from
where the ship docks. Here you have a
variety of dining options from the Michelinstarred establishments of ‘The Kitchen’ and
‘Wishart’s’ to other less opulent but equally
delicious choices such as ‘The Ship on the
Shore’ – my favourite seafood restaurant,
where the Shetland mussels are always my
first choice.
Secret insider tip: Prepare yourself for the
one o’ clock gun fired from the castle each
afternoon – it has been known to scare the
daylights out of visitors (and occasionally
long time residents!).
Best travel advice I’ve been given: Leave
the guidebook at home. Sometimes it’s best
just to wander and get ‘lost’ in a city.
Cruise: Fares start from $9,229 per person
for a 15-night ‘Journey to the North Cape’
cruise on Azamara Journey, departing
Edinburgh (Leith) on July 24.

Captain Carl Smith,
AZAMARA QUEST

Favourite European port: Kotor in
Montenegro has been my favourite port
ever since I visited for the first time some 15
years ago. There’s nothing quite like sailing
into the beautiful fjord-like Bay of Kotor and
the old-world atmosphere of the town is
breathtaking.
Do: I love the hike up to St John’s Fortress at
the top of the hill. Dotted with old churches
and war-time ruins, the walk is rich in history
as well as beauty. And the view at the top
looking out upon Kotor Bay is out of this
world.
Eat: I love the pizza with Njegušk prosciutto.
Montenegro’s crisp sea and mountain air
apparently give this cured meat its flavour.
Secret insider tip: Visit ‘The Lady of the
Rock’ opposite Perast – this beautiful church
sitting atop a man-made island is teeming
with maritime history and mythology, and is
considered a guardian angel to all sailors –
and cruise ships – that pass by.
Best travel advice I’ve been given: Pack
everything you think you will need – then
remove 20 per cent from the case. You’re
always bound to pick up keepsakes of your
travels along the way so you want to leave
room in those suitcases, if catching a flight
back to Australia, post cruise.
Cruise: Fares start from $5,429 per person
for a 10-night ‘Adriatic and Med Treasures’
voyage on Azamara Quest, departing Venice
on July 16.
■ azamaraclubcruises.com

EXPERIENCE THE NEWEST ADDITION
TO OUR FLEET IN

Europe

2018 & 2019 VOYAGES ON SALE NOW

WHAT MAKES AZAMARA CLUB CRUISES® DIFFERENT
FROM EVERYONE ELSE CRUISING EUROPE?
It’s our focus on making sure you can experience each destination in-depth, and embark on
some of the most extraordinary adventures on Earth, to places you’ve always dreamed of.
Or only just heard about.
Longer stays and more overnights
in places you’ll love

All-inclusive with house beers, wines,
spirits and more

Beautifully crafted itineraries that
open the door to maiden ports like the
charming enclave of Seyðisfjörður, Iceland

Friendly and intuitive service from
our wonderful crew

TO BOOK CALL US ON 1800 754 500, VISIT AZAMARACLUBCRUISES.COM.AU
OR CONTACT YOUR TRAVEL AGENT

CRUISEtalk: Advertorial

I HAVE A DREAM
Dream Cruises have just launched World Dream, their latest luxury cruise ship, at her
homeport of Hong Kong. Offering new itineraries to Vietnam and the Philippines, World
Dream promises to be one of the most spacious and luxurious cruise ships in the region.
THE NEWEST addition to the Dream Cruises
fleet, World Dream has been conceived as a
high-end integrated resort at sea.
The debut of World Dream will further
enhance the cruise line’s capacity to offer
a broad spectrum of multi-generational
programs and facilities for guests,
highlighted by exemplary, heartfelt Asian
hospitality and a market leading crew to
guest ratio.
The ship will transport guests on a tropical
and cultural journey taking in sun-drenched,
popular destinations, offering six-day/fivenight cruises to Manila and Boracay in the
Philippines. Consistently voted by the cruise
industry as one of the best islands in the
world, Boracay is famous for its magnificent
coastline and white sand beaches.
From there, World Dream will alternate
with six-day/five-night journeys to Ho Chi
Minh and Nha Trang in Vietnam to provide
tantalising options for international guests.
Dream Palace, the signature, exclusive
ship-within-a-ship experience across
the Dream Cruises fleet, will be offering
additional suites exclusively for World Dream
guests to meet the growing demand for
more luxurious accommodations.
Ensconced in elegantly spacious interiors,
all Dream Palace guests will enjoy dedicated
Palace Concierge service orchestrated by a
team of attentive Dream Butlers.
Taking the concept of a European-style
butler service from Dream Cruises sister
brand Crystal Cruises, the Dream Palace
all-inclusive experience will also deliver a
host of complimentary privileges including
set menu meals in all Dream Palace outlets,
set meal credit in five specialty restaurants,
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premium beverage package, city shuttle
transfers and much more.
On the dining front, guests can look
forward to the new Vintage Room private
food and wine chef’s table showcasing
Dream Cruises’ preferred relationship with
Penfolds wine makers and their extended
vineyards globally to provide the perfect
spot for an exclusive dinner experience.
Two new world class restaurants will
include an upscale steakhouse for meat
lovers and a seafood concept featuring
a fresh market display counter to entice
passengers. Celebrity guest chefs will further
tantalise taste buds as World Dream looks to
host her very own ‘Wine and Dine’ festival
at sea catering to intrepid gourmands from
across the region.
Leisure and entertainment options will
be further boosted by a new outdoor plaza

in the pool area, the largest indoor virtual
reality and game area at sea with state-ofthe-art Vesaro car racing simulators and a
dazzling laser show that will further enhance
the ground breaking fireworks display at sea
first established by Genting Dream.
Exciting entertainment options include
the new stage extravaganza, Sogno®,
which will transport guests to an illusory
dreamscape to experience a wondrous world
that will inspire exploration of the senses.
With the finest Asian and international
dining, exceptional service, enthralling
entertainment and inspirational experiences,
World Dream aims to redefine vacation travel
with a transformational journey at sea.
Dream Cruises currently is offering 50
per cent off launch fares for World Dream’s
inaugural season. For bookings and further
information, visit dreamcruiseline.com

PROPERTYtalk: Advertorial

A REMODEL OF

PERFECTION
MERITON SUITES has just completed a full
remodelling project of yet another one of its
hotels in Sydney’s CBD.
Meriton Suites Campbell Street,
positioned in a prime location within the
city’s vibrant Chinatown, has been revitalised
with a new stylish interior in the promise
of delivering a next-level accommodation
experience.
The second to have undergone a new
generation of stylised design this year, all
247 suites at the Campbell Street hotel
feature stylish, designer-inspired furniture,
which incorporates sleek tones and
sophisticated, modern interior details to
reflect the expectations that inbound hotel
guests have throughout their travels.
“We see so many international travellers
arriving via Sydney, more so now than ever
before. With these travellers come higher
expectations that we, as one of Australia’s
largest hotel chains, are always striving
to exceed,” said Matthew Thomas, Group
General Manager.
Meriton Suites Waterloo, residing in the
midst of Sydney’s suburban, inner-city
neighbourhood, is the next hotel to undergo
an interior reinvigoration of its suites.
Scheduled to commence in January, all 184
suites at the Waterloo location will feature
a new quality of furnishings, consistent
to its recently reimagined sister hotels at
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Campbell Street, and Pitt Street, which had
been completed earlier in September.
Not only is Meriton Suites chasing new
levels of quality and service at their existing
hotels, but the brand also has plans to kick
start 2018 with a grand new opening on
Coward Street, Mascot; located only 850
metres away from Sydney Airport.
“With the overwhelming success of our
first Airport hotel at Mascot Central, we have
decided to open the doors to another, which
is due to be the first in the area to feature
configurable three bedroom suites,” added
Thomas.
“Considering that such a diverse

demographic travel to Sydney, both
international and domestic visitors are coming
in bigger numbers and larger groups, so we
want to establish a conveniently located
accommodation option that will cater to these
guests and their needs.”
Due to open the doors to Sydney Airport’s
newest 179-suite hotel in February, Meriton
Suites is set to raise the bar in its supply of
premium suites, with the brand standard
of high quality modern facilities equipped
in each, while select suites will also feature
stunning views of Sydney’s city skyline for an
exclusively luxury experience.
■ meritonsuites.com.au

PROPERTYtalk

AUSTRALIA’S FIRST CURIO

is heading West
CURIO COLLECTION by Hilton has
announced the signing of its first hotel in
Australia, due to open its doors this month.
The 182-room, new build West Hotel
Sydney in Sussex Street promises to have
its own distinct character appealing to
the curious traveller seeking an authentic
Sydney experience.
“As the first Curio Collection hotel in

IN BRIEF//
■ A $50million Rydges hotel
with a rooftop bar and viewing
deck will open at Gold Coast
Airport in 2019. The four-star
property will include 192 rooms
and suites over seven storeys
with views over Kirra Beach
and across the runway to the
hinterland. The hotel will also
have a restaurant, resort-style
swimming pool, function,
conference and meeting
facilities. rydges.com

Australia, the signing of West Hotel Sydney
is an exciting achievement for us,” said Mark
Nogal, Global Head, Curio Collection by
Hilton.
“Sydney has an eclectic and diverse mix
of people, cultures and experiences – all of
which are reflected in this property.”
Apart from the guest rooms, the property
will have four suites, a restaurant and bar, a

fully-equipped gym and a private meeting/
dining room. Deep tones and marble
accents with a strong botanical theme run
throughout – from the open-air central
garden atrium and the white waratah flower
motif in the lobby to the floral-inspired
carpet design in the rooms.
Located close to the new leisure and
commercial Barangaroo precinct on the
western corridor of Sydney’s CBD, West Hotel
has easy access to local landmarks as well as
various shopping, dining and commercial
precincts.
One of the company’s 14 brands, Curio
Collection by Hilton is a global, upscale
collection of distinctive hotels and resorts
that offer guests one-of-a-kind experiences,
each unique to the destination they call
home.
■ curiocollection.com

NEW HOUSE FOR MICKEY MOUSE

DISNEYLAND RESORT in California is set to welcome its first new hotel in almost two decades.
Slated to open in 2021, the hotel will transform the west end of the Downtown Disney District and
anchor a new gateway to the Disneyland Resort. Construction is scheduled to start in summer 2018.
The 700-room property will feature a sophisticated design with extensive landscaping and water
elements, showcasing nature on every level. Located close to the monorail, the hotel will have a
dedicated platform inside for direct transport into Disneyland Park.
Rooms, public spaces and gardens will offer views of the Downtown Disney District while an
upper-level restaurant and lounge will provide a vantage point for the popular Disneyland Park
fireworks.
■ disneyland.disney.go.com
Artists impression
courtesy Disney

■ The Art Series Hotel Group
has just opened their eighth
hotel, named after and
inspired by Chinese Australian
artist Zhong Chen. Located
in the Melbourne suburb of
Box Hill, The Chen features
100 suites, a rooftop pool
and entertainment deck,
restaurants and gym. Amenities
include art tours, artist
documentaries and art libraries.
artserieshotels.com.au
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NEW Product

GIFTS THAT KEEP ON

GIVING

Stuck for an idea for that special someone? You might find it
here in our guide to some of the latest products on the market.

THIS CAMERA
WILL REALLY CLICK
NIKON AUSTRALIA has announced
the next generation in full-frame,
high-resolution, high-speed digital
SLR cameras: the highly anticipated
Nikon D850.
The Nikon D850 will be a
formidable tool for creators
who refuse to compromise on
exceptional image quality and
versatility, including aspiring and
professional photographers, as well as
enthusiasts who capture landscapes, commercial
sports, fashion, weddings and multimedia content.
The D850 will be the successor to the D810, which was highly praised
by photographers for offering extremely sharp and clear rendering, and rich tone
characteristics.
This powerful new FX-format digital SLR camera will be engineered with a range
of new technologies, features and performance enhancements that are a direct result
of feedback from users over the years who demand the very best from their camera
equipment.
The D850 will exceed the expectations of the vast range of photographers that
seek high resolution and high-speed capabilities that only a Nikon of this calibre,
complemented by NIKKOR lenses, can offer.
Further information regarding the release of the Nikon D850 will be announced at
a later date. mynikonlife.com.au

A WHITE
CHRISTMAS SPECIAL
FOR THE first time, a Victorinox pocket knife
is being launched with a special, tactile
surface structure on the scales.
Thanks to relief printing techniques, users
can feel as well as see printed snowflakes
on the Victorinox Explorer White Christmas.
Together with the inlaid steel Cross and
Shield, this elegant knife is a real eyecatcher. In total, 15,000 pieces of this special
edition pocket knife will be made available
worldwide, making Christmas 2017 extra
special for collectors.
The new printing technique will be used
in future to add exclusive accents, allowing
companies to get their message across using
all three dimensions. The gift packaging is
also white and offers a front and back view
of the pocket knife.
RRP: $139. victorinox.com

CHILLY TOWEL IS SO COOL
LAUNCHED IN 2015, the Chilly Towel uses unique, hyper-evaporative fibres to keep the user cool
when suffering from sweats or overheating. The towel becomes cooler than ambient air when
wet, which enables it to maintain a temperature that feels cool to the skin. The fibres retain water,
which provides cooling relief while staying dry to touch for hours.
The Chilly Towel was sourced and labelled by Melbourne mum Tara Lock, who was
diagnosed with cancer and experienced constant overheating through chemotherapy.
“Being diagnosed with and beating cancer has given me strength to strive for something
positive in my life,” said Tara. “My dream is to share this fantastic, affordable quality product
that can assist so many people who are going through similar experiences.”
Tara believes the towel can have multiple uses and can help those who suffer from fevers, hot
flushes, medical conditions, bad circulation, menopause and sports and heat stress. It would also
make a great Christmas gift for those who like to travel, keeping fliers cool on long flights and in
hot countries.
Machine washable and reusable, the Chilly Towel is stocked in selected pharmacies and
gift stores throughout Australia and is also available online. A percentage of sales also go to
supporting the National Breast Cancer Foundation.
RRP: $27.50 plus postage. chillytowel.com.au
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NEW Product
PASSENGERS BOARD THE LUGGAGE TRAIN
TRAVELLERS ARE simplifying their baggage transportation by turning their suitcases
into a luggage train.
Using the new CONX CASES, you can connect your luggage together to make a
rolling train of cases, which can include carry-on and checked-in luggage in any order.
This new way of transporting luggage was developed in Australia. It makes it easy for
families to move multiple cases through airport terminals, train stations and hotel lobbies.
You can easily transverse over gutters and single steps by lifting the first case onto
the step then pulling forward and all the other cases will follow smoothly along behind.
When your train of cases is ready, simply pull your luggage along using just one hand.
The connections are universal on all CONX CASES so you can connect as many
together as you want. The product is simple to use and the case to case connections
have no moving parts. To connect together simply slide the back of one case against the
front of another and the link is complete.
CONX CASES are made from PC+ABS and come with all the best features
like dual wheel spinners, expanding zipper, soft padded handles and TSA
locks. The product is designed for families or social groups that travel
together and is currently selling at around $200
for a set of three cases.
conxcases.com

SAY GOODBYE TO PAIN
AUSTRALIAN BORN global business
PainPod has developed drug-free, pain
relief technologies that can harness the
body’s bioelectrical system to moderate
and manage pain levels, accelerate
recovery and increase performance.
The range includes PainPod Mi and
the PainPod 3 Physical Therapy Device
as well as a range of accessory hand
and feet applications. It is available
online, at leading pharmacies and from
physiotherapists and chiropractors. RRP is
$479 for PainPod3 and $99 for PainPod Mi.
thepainpod.com

Great eco-friendly,
affordable, re-usable
Christmas gift!
Instant Cooling Towel
CHILLY TOWEL IS SO COOL!
Chilly Towel cools to 30 degrees
below average body temperature.
Stays chilled for a lengthy time
and is dry to touch.
To refresh just re-wet, wring
and shake in the air.
RRP. $27.50
Refre
s
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For each Pink Towel sold, a percentage
of sales go to supporting the National
Breast Cancer Foundation.

Available in selected pharmacies
& gift stores. To Purchase online, visit
www.chillytowel.com.au
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BALI

THE WORD
on the street

Pssst! Did you hear the latest news from Bali? From resort
openings to hip new dining hot spots, rooftop bars and great
value packages, here is all the goss from the island of the Gods.
By JESSICA ZOITI.
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Creature comforts
The first five-star hotel in Komodo
National Park will open next year when
the Ayana Komodo Resort, Waecicu Beach,
welcomes its first guests.
Located a one-hour flight from Bali,
Komodo National Park, which was declared
a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1991,
comprises dozens of small islands with
the largest being Komodo – home of the
famous dragon. The new resort is situated
on the island of Labuan Bajo in West Flores,
considered the launching point for trips to
Komodo.
The resort will offer 12 suites and 189
premium guest rooms, an exclusive pier, a
rooftop sunset bar, a Japanese restaurant and
a seafood restaurant, three swimming pools
(including one just for kids) and a spa.
In addition to the new resort, Ayana will
also launch a 54-metre, nine-bedroom pinisi
sailing ship. Guests can book a room aboard
the luxurious vessel or charter the whole ship,
then sail around the island on day trips or
on two- to three-night expeditions. Both the
resort and ship will launch in summer 2018.
■ ayanaresort.com

BALI

Australian chef Paul Lewis in Salazon

Satisfy your salty cravings
A chic new restaurant is bolstering Seminyak’s reputation as Bali’s best culinary
destination.
With an emphasis on wood-fired, cured, smoked and grilled meats and fish,
Salazon is located in the Envie lifestyle hub in the heart of Seminyak and is a 96-seat
industrial-style restaurant and bar.
The name refers to the method of curing meat with salt and, appropriately,
everything served in the restaurant is cured and made on-site, including the saltcured and dry-aged meats, charcuterie, relishes, ice cream, vinegars – even the
sourdough bread and the butter served with it.
Australian Paul Lewis is the Executive Chef and some of his favourite dishes include
the chopped tuna, a dish of dry-aged loin, cheek and belly meats that have been
smoked and come served with tattie scone and sea urchin, and the dry-aged beef
tartare featuring four different cuts of beef infused with cured beef fat, salt, pepper,
chives and then served with eggplant crème, pickles and seaweed crackers. Delish!
■ envielane.com
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Rooftop walks in the park
Above Eleven Bali is a new rooftop bar
and restaurant at Mövenpick Resort and Spa
Jimbaran Bali. Here you’ll enjoy the unusual
combination of Peruvian-Japanese food, a
park setting and striking sunset views over
Jimbaran Bay.
From the entrance, diners are led through
a maze to a spacious restaurant enhanced

by lush greenery. From the main restaurant,
a green garden tunnel opens onto a funky
offshoot space called Gramercy Park, a chic
area housing a food truck-style cocktail bar.
The menu offers a fusion of flavours that
reflect Japanese influence on Peruvian food
while the cocktail list provides a mix of both
classic and tropical creations.

“Since the opening of the resort earlier this
year, the aim has been always to welcome
guests to experience a stay that is fresh,
interesting and enjoyable. Above Eleven Bali
has all of these elements rolled into one,” said
Horst Walther-Jones, General Manager of
Mövenpick Resort and Spa Jimbaran Bali.
movenpick.com

Five-star family fun

A three bedroom pool villa at Karma Jimbaran
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Who doesn’t love a little luxury, especially
when it comes at a bargain price? Karma
Jimbaran is a family-friendly, five-star pool
villa resort located among tropical gardens
and just steps from the beach.
The property is currently offering a threenight package from $US433 (approx. $AU566)
including accommodation in a three-bedroom
pool villa, daily breakfast at the on-site Karma
Lounge, free access to Three Monkeys Kids’
Club and complimentary dining for children
who are accompanied by a parent.
The package also includes a 75-minute
‘Intuitive Balinese’ massage for up to six
people at Karma Spa, resort credit valued at
IDR1,000,000 net (approx. $AU95) per stay
and VIP access to the resort’s sister property,
Karma Kandara’s award-winning beach club,
Karma Beach Bali.
The package is subject to service charges
and taxes and is valid for travel until July 15,
2018. Some blackout periods apply.
■ karmagroup.com

BALI

New resort is a
dream come true
With its dramatic limestone cliffs, white
sandy shoreline, world-class surf break and
memorable sunsets, Dreamland Beach on
Bali’s southern Bukit Peninsula certainly
lives up to its name.
Little wonder then that this is the location
chosen by the Wyndham Hotel Group
to open a new resort later this month.
Wyndham Dreamland Resort Bali is set
alongside an exclusive collection of luxury
breach clubs, resorts and golf courses.
The 190-room property will offer 28 villas
with private swimming pools, 162 studio,
one- and two-bedroom apartments, two
adults-only swimming pools, a kids’ pool,
poolside café, open-air speciality Indonesian
restaurant, tranquil gardens, meeting
facilities and a casual bar.
Wyndham Dreamland Resort Bali will
join the group’s other hotels in the region,
including Ramada Bali Sunset Road Kuta,
Wyndham Tamansari Jivva Resort Bali
(which opened late last year), Wyndham
Garden Kuta Bach Bali, Ramada Bintang Bali
Resort and Ramada Encore Bali Seminyak.
■ wyndhamworldwide.com

More reasons to get back to Bali
While most of us associate a Bali getaway with stress relief rather
than pain relief, that’s exactly what travellers with chronic back issues
can find on the paradise island.
Back pain is one of the most common reasons people seek medical
attention. In fact, about 80 per cent of all adults experience lower back
pain at some stage in their lifetime with both men and women affected
equally. Often the pain is debilitating yet in the past, patients have
been told to simply learn to live with it.
According to Bali International Medical Centre (BIMC) this no longer
needs to be the case. BIMC now provides a dedicated facility focused
on the comprehensive evaluation, diagnosis and multi-disciplinary
treatment for various types of pain, including chronic pain. Here, they
offer interventional pain management treatments using needles and
electronic devices to provide complete or partial pain relief to patients.
People who are unsuitable for surgery, have two or more chronic
diseases or conditions, or can’t tolerate oral pain medications might
consider minimally invasive steroid injection treatments that deliver a
powerful anti-inflammatory solution directly to the source of pain.
Another alternative is a neurotomy injection, a procedure that uses
a needle to insert a probe into the sensory nerve just outside the back
joint, effectively paralysing it. Theoretically, by deadening the sensory
nerve it stops sending pain signals to the brain’s pain centre. Typically,
up to 50 per cent of patients undergoing neurotomy will experience
significant pain relief for up to two years.
Like any medical procedure, it’s important to talk with the BIMC
doctors about the risks and benefits associated with each treatment.
Consultation appointments with the centre’s anaesthesiologist, Dr
Cindy Nasrani, can be made by contacting reception on +62 361 3000
911. The BIMC Pain Clinic is open from Monday to Friday at 9am-7pm.
■ bimcbali.com

bimc hospital

@bimchospital
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HAWAII

Get your

SURF ON
Top surfers from around the world flock to Hawaii every year to ride the big waves, watched
by thousands of spectators. Here’s a guide to catching all the main events, plus a look at some
other popular water sport competitions.
SURFING WAS born in Hawaii and is deeply
intertwined with its history and culture. If
you dream of riding the waves, there’s no
better place to watch the pros, then learn
how to surf and truly connect with the
ocean.
It was back in the 1950s that surfers
began to ride the towering, powerful
waves of Makaha on Oahu’s west shore and
Waimea Bay on the North Shore. Big wave
season now happens between November
and February when large winter swells are
generated on Hawaii’s north shores and
spectators gather at viewer-friendly spots
such as Waimea Bay, Sunset Beach and the
Banzai Pipeline.

Competitions
The first international surfing contest in
Hawaii was held in 1954 at Makaha on the
Picture courtesy Hawaii Tourism Authority
(HTA)/Mark Kushimi
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west side of Oahu. The Makaha International
Surfing Championship ran annually in
November or December until 1971 and was
dubbed the unofficial world championship.
While Makaha introduced competitive
surfing to the world with its primetime
coverage in the early 1960s on ABC’s Wide
World of Sports, the shortboard revolution
was just beginning to take hold. Surfers
began looking toward the faster, hollower
waves on Oahu’s North Shore. By 1970, tube
riding became the new benchmark of highperformance surfing.
In 1971, former world champion surfer
Fred Hemmings staged the first Pipe
Masters event (originally called the Hawaiian
Masters). All he had was a card table, 10
folding chairs, six surfers and $1,000 in prize
money. Despite these humble beginnings,
Hemmings realised the potential that

the North Shore had to offer the sport of
professional surfing and decided to create
a series that would test surfers’ abilities at
Pipeline and two other challenging, worldclass waves.
Hemmings organised the first Triple
Crown of Surfing in 1983, creating a separate
professional title to set apart the three
Hawaii events – the Pipe Masters, the World
Cup of Surfing and the Hawaiian Pro – from
the established international professional
surfing circuit. The idea was to honour the
best male surfer in Hawaii’s big and powerful
waves, and that tradition continues today.
You can watch amateur surfers on every
island but some of the best competitions in
the world are held on Oahu’s North Shore
in November and December, including the
biggest them of all, the Vans Triple Crown of
Surfing (VTCS). If you’re planning to watch
the pros in action during these events, be
sure to get to the North Shore early because
traffic can be heavy.
Now in its 34th year, VTCS continues a rich
heritage of progression, high-performance
and power surfing. It is a series where
careers are made, reputations are forged
and mistakes can have dire consequences.
The prestigious VTCS title is a professional
milestone, one that rivals that of world
champion of the World Surf League.
This year, Vans Triple Crown of Surfing
runs from mid-November to December
20. With the sport tracing its origins back
to pre-contact Hawaii, it’s fitting that the
North Shore of Oahu remains the Mecca of
professional surfing to date.

HAWAII

An outrigger canoe in Waikiki.
Picture courtesy HTA/Tor Johnson

Picture courtesy HTA/Daeja Faris

Other water sport
competitions

Picture courtesy HTA/Tor Johnson

Molokai to Oahu (August)
In 1996 the sport of paddleboarding was
making a comeback. Once the domain of
only the most hardcore of watermen and
big wave riders in the 50’s and 60’s, the
sport found a new set of acolytes on the
North Shore of Oahu and in Honolulu at the
Outrigger Canoe Club.
At that time Hawaii’s top paddler
was Dawson Jones. After completing
the 51-kilometre Catalina Classic from
Manhattan Beach to the island of Catalina,
Jones returned to Hawaii inspired to
establish a race across the Ka’iwi Channel.
He called on his trusted training partners,
Garrett Macamara and Mike Takahashi,
to discuss the possibility of starting a
paddleboard race between the islands of
Molokai and Oahu. The men agreed Jones
had hit on a great idea and a year later
Molokai-2-Oahu was born.
Molokai Hoe (October)
Three Koa outrigger canoes were
launched through the surf at Kawakiu Bay
on Molokai’s west side in 1952. Powered by
six paddlers, each of the canoes was bound

for Oahu across more than 60 kilometres of
ocean in the Ka’iwi Channel.
Eight hours and 55 minutes later, the
Molokai canoe, Kukui O Lanikaula, landed
on the beach at Waikiki in front of the
Moana Hotel. Thus began the world’s
most prestigious outrigger canoe race, the
Molokai Hoe.
Since then more than 260 canoe clubs
have participated in this annual test of
strength, endurance and teamwork. Crews
from all over the world have come to Hawaii
to compete in this rugged event. Teams from
California, Oregon, New York, Pennsylvania
and other states have joined paddlers from
Australia, New Zealand, England, Germany,
Japan, Hong Kong, Tahiti and other
Polynesian Islands.
The Molokai Hoe continues one of
Hawaii’s most important cultural traditions
and honours canoe paddlers everywhere. It
is a test of physical and mental endurance,
determination and teamwork, while battling
nature’s extreme elements.
It has been claimed that the Ka’iwi
Channel is one of the most treacherous
spans of ocean in the world and the current
record time for the difficult passage is just
under five hours.
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GEE, IT’S TIME FOR

AN ADVENTURE
G ADVENTURES HAVE released their new
‘Classic’ style trips for 2018, featuring 34 new
itineraries including tours to Hawaii.
The operator’s first-ever Hawaii program
explores The Big Island, Maui, Oahu and
Kauai, and is perfect for travellers looking for
a more adventurous and cultural experience
beyond big bus tours and resort vacations.
“For years our travellers have been asking
for trips to Hawaii. We’re incredibly excited

to introduce the new program and show
travellers another side of Hawaii,” said Scott
Fuller, North America Product Coordinator, G
Adventures.
On the new tour, ‘Hawaii Adventure
– Oahu & Kauai’, guests will discover the
rugged coastline and colossal cliffs of Na
Pali State Park, sail into the setting sun along
Waikiki Beach, savour pineapple at the Dole
Plantation and visit the Kualoa Ranch Nature

Reserve where more than 50 movies have
been filmed, including Jurassic Park and
Godzilla.
Kauai is a nature lovers dream with
mountains, waterfalls, red-rock canyons and
some of the best beaches in the world. The
tour is priced from $3,599 per person for an
eight-day trip from Waikiki to Kapa’a with
departures from July to December 2018.
■ gadventures.com.au

Advertorial

It’s time to live
your bucket list
STEPS FROM the crystal blue waters
and soft sands of Waikiki, Hyatt
Regency Waikiki Beach Resort and
Spa offers magnificent personalised
services and luxurious amenities.
Features include world-class
dining, award-winning spa,
interactive cultural activities, 24-hour fitness center, swimming pool
overlooking the Pacific Ocean, Hawaiian Music & Dance Hall of Fame
Historical Exhibit, Farmers Market showcasing artisanal food products,
Aloha Friday performance, and more than 60 on-site boutiques.
With 2018 quickly approaching, now is the best time to look at your
bucket list and book Sunshine on Sale at Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach
Resort and Spa.
Pay for three nights and every fourth night is free with daily buffet
breakfast for two and kids stay and eat free (rules and restrictions apply).
This is a great way for everyone to make memories that will last a life time.
Use the extra day however you like – surf in Waikiki, visit Pearl Harbor,
hike Diamond Head or simply enjoy an additional day of shopping. The
opportunities are endless in Hawaii and at Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach
Resort and Spa, you’ll be connected to what matters most to you.
With a reputation for being a property where guests find it is good
not to be home, Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach Resort and Spa is the
perfect place for those who want to make the most of their island
experience and connect with the heart of Hawaii.
■ For more information about Sunshine on Sale, please visit
waikiki.regency.hyatt.com
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HONUA KAI RESORT & SPA:

The Ultimate Kaanapali, Maui Getaway
LOCATED ON world-famous Kaanapali North
Beach, Honua Kai Resort & Spa provides the
perfect blend of luxury accommodations
and first-class service and amenities.
Offering plenty of room for gathering and
entertaining, the resort is ideal for people
who love to travel together. Each suite has

a “great room” feel that opens fully to a
generous lanai and gorgeous views.
Kitchens are fit for gourmet chefs with
top-of-the-line Bosch appliances: a fullsize refrigerator, range, microwave and
dishwasher. An in-suite washer and dryer,
wireless Internet, and flat screen TV’s

round out the amenities. Every other day
housekeeping is provided, as well as a fullservice concierge.
On-property dining includes the casually
elegant and oceanfront Duke’s Beach House,
and’Aina Gourmet Market, offering a casual
environment for breakfast, lunch, dinner or
snacks.
Here, you’re always steps away from a
stroll on the pure, white sands of Kaanapali
North Beach, a dip in the sea, or a snorkel
expedition. Or, simply sit in awe of the giant
humpback whales playing right off the
beach.
Spread out over 15 tropical beachfront
hectares is an imaginative aquatic
playground, featuring a network of pools,
five hot tubs, a meandering lazy river, and
more.
Ho`ola Spa provides opportunities for
added relaxation. And a complete Fitness
Center provides top-of-the-line equipment
for a variety of workout needs.
And, when you feel the desire to venture
out and explore, there are activities for
everyone nearby, including shopping, golf,
hiking, zip lining, ocean adventures, cultural
activities, and much more!
■ honuakai.com

There’s no place like home. Away from home.
855.703.3465

HONUAKAI.COM

Honua Kai Resort & Spa on Maui’s Kaanapali North Beach is known for its incredibly spacious studio, one,
two and three-bedroom suites with all the comforts of home. A full gourmet kitchen. In-room washer/
dryer. Large lanai (balcony). And a private bath in each room. But unlike your home, there’s a 3-acre
aquatic playground with towel service. A luxurious spa. Housekeeping every other day. And assistance
from the front desk or concierge is just a phone call away. If only home was this amazing.
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Left: Aston Kaanapali Shores
Above: Aston Waikoloa Colony Villas
Pictures courtesy of Aqua-Aston Hospitality

ALL THE NEWS YOU NEED

Aussie travellers have a lot to look forward to when they stay with
Aqua-Aston Hospitality’s managed hotels and resorts. Here’s what’s new and
noteworthy from one of Hawaii’s largest hotel and resort-condo operators.

HAWAII

There’s no better way to experience the
Island of Hawaii than to get in the driver’s
seat and explore at your own pace.
Aston Waikoloa Colony Villas is currently
offering a free daily car rental package in
partnership with Alamo Rent-a- Car. The
offer runs until December 31 and guests are
able to upgrade from compact to a full-size,
convertible, minivan, or a four-door Jeep.
The villas are set within the exclusive
Waikoloa resort area and offer views of
Mauna Kea and the Island’s world-famous
lava fields.
astonwaikoloacolonyvillas.com

KAUAI

Looking for somewhere to stage your
next business meeting or a family function?
Aqua Kauai Beach Resort’s versatile indoor
meeting spaces, conference facilities and
pre-function areas have recently undergone
a sparkling refresh.
The property’s 800 square metre Jasmine
Ballroom features moveable air walls and
reconfigures to three flexible function rooms
while also offering 162 square metres of prefunction space. The overall refresh features
new carpeting throughout, wallpaper,
chandeliers and ceiling treatments, as well
as a dynamic colour LED system that creates
a unique atmosphere and décor fit for every
event.
If you’re attending a work retreat,
conference, wedding, or family reunion,
Aqua Kauai Beach Resort is offering exclusive
savings on group accommodations of 10
rooms or more.
kauaibeachresorthawaii.com
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MAUI

From November to May, humpback
whales can be seen off Maui’s Kaanapali
Coast, making them one of West Maui’s most
popular attractions.
Guests are encouraged to travel with
binoculars when staying at Aqua-Aston’s
three- and four-star Kaanapali properties:
Aston at The Whaler on Kaanapali Beach,
Aston Kaanapali Shores, Aston Mahana at
Kaanapali, Aston Paki Maui, Aston at Papakea
Resort and Maui Kaanapali Villas.
Offering multiple beachfront, ocean
view and garden view condo-style living,
these properties allow guests to experience
whale watching from every angle. They are
also conveniently located near other whale
watching attractions such as The Whaler
Center of Hawaii and the Pacific Whale
Foundation, which offers a roster of ecofriendly activities. aqua-aston.com

Crocodile Bay Resort

OAHU

For families holidaying in Hawaii, the
Lotus Honolulu at Diamond Head provides
an assortment of goodies for children of all
age groups.
Toddlers receive a new ‘Infant Amenity
Package’ complete with infant-safe sunscreen,
fragrance-free, all-natural baby bath products
and a squeezable baby whale – just in time
for Oahu’s whale watching season.
Children aged 12 and under receive a
complimentary box of crayons and cultural
activity book of fun and educational
activities celebrating all things Hawaii.
Once the book is completed, children
can exchange it for a souvenir gift. The
property also offers complimentary souvenir
boxes decorated with the child’s choice of
anthurium flowers or Hawaiian fish.
Onsite or at the beach, kids can choose
from a selection of grab-and-go inflatable
fish toys, beach balls and slippers for water
play, and complimentary beach bags with a
pair of children’s sunglasses.
■ lotushonoluluhotel.com
■ FOOTNOTE: Aqua-Aston recently
added two eco-friendly Central American
properties to its portfolio, Crocodile
Bay Resort and the future Botánika Osa
Peninsula, Curio Collection by Hilton.
aqua-aston.com

HOTELS FOR
Hotels as diverse as our guests ®
Our strength in experience and diversity
offers the perfect fit for anyone visiting
Hawaii. From stylish hotels to spacious
suites, from incredible locations to
extensive resort amenities, we are Hawaii’s
leading expert on accommodations.
aqua-aston.com | +1.808.564.7618
Aqua GDS Code: QU | Aston GDS Code: AH

HAWAII: Advertorial

Enjoy a taste of ALOHA CHIC
UNVEILED IN December 2017 as Hawaii’s
new urban resort destination, Alohilani
Resort Waikiki Beach offers a modern and
tranquil oasis in the heart of Waikiki that
pays homage to Queen Liliuokalani and
Hawaii’s rich cultural heritage while defining
“aloha chic.”
The former Pacific Beach Hotel underwent
a $115 million redevelopment that spanned
the entirety of the property from the exterior
facade to all public spaces and 839 guest
rooms and suites, emerging as an all-new,
refined tropical retreat.
With a star-studded roster of
collaborators, including acclaimed
architecture and design firm Rockwell Group
and architectural firms WATG and Pacific Asia
Design Group, the modern resort features
authentic design touches inspired by Oahu’s
lush landscape, rich culture and heritage.
Residing on land held by the Queen
Liliuokalani Trust, the property’s new name
of Alohilani – Hawaiian for “the heavenly
brightness” – was carefully chosen to honour
Hawaii’s last reigning monarch.
Upon arrival, guests will enter Alohilani
Resort Waikiki Beach’s re-imagined,
beautifully landscaped porte-cochere
entrance and will be greeted by a
sophisticated lobby experience that includes
a lounge and bar, 106,000-litre Oceanarium
brimming with sea life, new guest services
and concierge areas, retail boutiques and a
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group arrival lounge.
Located steps from the beach among
oceanfront shops, eateries and a bevy of
activities, the resort features 839 all-new,
currently available guest rooms and suites
that bring authentic Hawaiian spirit and
modern beach house style to Waikiki Beach,
offering postcard-worthy Waikiki Beach and
Diamond Head views.
Morimoto Asia Waikiki will serve as
the signature restaurant featuring Chef
Masaharu Morimoto’s world-renowned
cuisine that seamlessly integrates Western
and traditional Asian ingredients with
unmatched creativity and innovation.
This indoor-outdoor dining destination
will look out toward the ocean and feature a
glass-encased exhibition kitchen, a dynamic
bar and sleek outdoor lanais. For a fun and
casual dining experience at street level
with indoor and outdoor dining options,
Momosan Waikiki will put noodles front and
centre and feature signature Morimoto sake
and beer selections.
In offering the highest level of indulgence
and relaxation, a destination pool deck
features a saltwater infinity pool overlooking
Waikiki Beach along with sophisticated
social and relaxation spaces.
The pool experience also includes an
outdoor pool bar, tranquil tiered day beds,
custom teak furniture and driftwood
sculptures, illuminated festoon lights,

lanterns and glowing fire pits, and stepping
stones to five private cabanas perched atop
a reflecting pool with a separate kid’s pool
and club for family travellers.
Groups, gatherings and celebrations of
all sizes and types will have access to nearly
1,860 square metres of redeveloped meeting
and event space across a variety of indoor
and outdoor options. From social events
and weddings to meetings, retreats and
conferences, the resort will offer new and
enhanced spaces from more than 140 square
metres to nearly 1,115 square metres.
Alohilani Resort Waikiki Beach will offer
culture-based learning adventures and
educational programming. Families with
children ages five to 12 can enjoy The
Monkey Pod Kid’s Club, a kid’s club rooted
in aloha spirit that features cultural and fun
outdoor activities.
■ alohilaniresort.com

Introducing

Aloha Chic
WELCOME TO THE CHIC SIDE OF WAIKIKI. RESORT DESIGN BY DAVID ROCKWELL,
DINING BY IRON CHEF MASAHARU MORIMOTO, DESTINATION POOL DECK, OCEANARIUM. NOW OPEN.
ALOHILANIRESORT.COM | RESERVATIONS@ALOHILANIRESORT.COM

HAWAII: Advertorial

ESCAPE ORDINARY
and get connected at Outrigger
SINCE ITS first property opening in Waikiki
in 1947, Outrigger Hotels and Resorts has
been synonymous with warm hospitality
and a vacation in paradise, aiming to share
the spirit of aloha with every guest.
Seven decades later, Outrigger
encourages travellers to “Escape Ordinary”
and discover local cultures through the
brand’s “Signature Experiences,” creating
a deeper connection with the people and
places they visit.
Today, these founding values continue
to guide the brand’s success, which has
blossomed into a global company that
thinks and acts locally, encompassing the
Outrigger heritage as well as the spirit and
culture engrained at each of its properties
across the globe.

WAIKIKI BEACHCOMBER
BY OUTRIGGER®

In celebration of its 70th anniversary this
year, Outrigger continues to make strides
Maui Brewing Co.

in its commitment to increase and enhance
its brand portfolio, including nine premium
beachfront properties alongside 28 owned
and/or managed hotels, resorts and vacation
condominiums.
Further cementing its presence in Hawaii,
Outrigger recently announced the planned
renovation of its owned and managed 496-key
Holiday Inn Resort™ Waikiki Beachcomber to an
Outrigger-branded property.
Beginning February 1, 2018, the property
will operate as Waikiki Beachcomber by
Outrigger® and will feature extensive $25
million renovations anticipated for completion
in summer 2018.
Located just a few steps away from Waikiki
Beach and adjacent to the International
Market Place, Waikiki Beachcomber by
Outrigger’s impressive updates will usher in a
new chapter for this cosmopolitan retreat.
The property enhancements feature
new dining hotspots Maui Brewing Co. and
Hawaiian Aroma Caffe, as well as the hotel’s
prime positioning to provide travellers
luxury city offerings paired with the nearby
cerulean seas and world renown stunning
Hawaiian Aroma Caffe
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beaches of Waikiki.
Whether travellers are searching for
a resort with a relaxing beach vibe or a
casual place to grab a drink and bite to eat
after a day of shopping in Waikiki, Waikiki
Beachcomber by Outrigger caters to a range
of guests’ needs.
The Hawaiian-inspired design will
complete renovations to the guest rooms,
pool deck and public spaces – including the
lobby, corridors, elevator and hotel exterior –
to deliver an upscale-tier property.
Updated guest rooms will draw in the
calming deep-teal hues of the Pacific Ocean
with accents of marigold found in local flora.
Sophisticated use of texture throughout the
hotel interior – from Hawaiian tapa designs,
carved-wood insertions and intricate rope
art – will provide a unique, well-appointed
ambiance and island sense of place.
Alongside the aesthetic changes and
enhanced arrival experience, the hotel will
feature the latest in-room technology and
embrace contemporary environmental
considerations. An all-new meeting space
will be added, ideal for professionals and
groups working in paradise. Renovations will
be completed in phases for minimal guest
disruption.
Bookings for Waikiki Beachcomber by
Outrigger can be made immediately at
Outrigger.com.
FOR OUR VALUED TRAVEL TRADE
PARTNERS in the Outrigger Expert
Agent program – each booked night
earns 30 reward points. Plus, qualified
bookings of five nights or more from
now until December 21, 2017, earn a
$50 booking bonus. Travel dates for
the bookings must be from February 1
to December 21, 2018. More details at
OutriggerAgent.com

Escape Ordinary.
Outrigger Resorts Signature Experiences immerse you in an array of locally-inspired
programs and amenities that help connect you to the cultures of Outrigger Resorts
throughout the world.
Find out at Outrigger.com/escapeordinary

H AWA I ‘ I

FIJI

THAILAND

G UA M

M AU R I T I U S

MALDIVES

UPCOMING:

VIETNAM

SPECIAL FEATURE

BEDOUIN CAMPING
IN MOROCCO

HOLIDAY HOT SPOTS
Abercrombie & Kent has put together their ‘Hot List’ for 2018, a definitive
go-to inventory for travellers who want to stay ahead of the game and rack
up new experiences.
WHETHER IT’S a wildlife-focused adventure,
an off-the-beaten-track discovery, cultural
engagement or a must-see natural
phenomenon, there’s a journey to suit all
tastes in 2018.

Georgia

ARGENTINA
Home of the tango and engrained with
a deep-seated Latin vibe, Argentina is
richly romantic and hauntingly beautiful.
Its landscapes are vast and its beef world
famous. The gaucho culture is an integral
part of the estancia experience and the
cosmopolitan capital, Buenos Aires, is
European sophistication with more than a
dash of Latin zeal.
From the high altitude vineyards and
desert gorges of the north to the southern
glaciers, the thundering Iguazu Falls in the
east and the Andes-dominated wine country
to the west, it is one of the most diverse
and fascinating destinations with a richly
rewarding culture to match.
Gaucho life
in Argentina
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Channel your inner Lawrence
of Arabia when bedding down in
A&K’s Bedouin camp which is set
up exclusively for guests in the Erg
Chebbi sand dunes near Erfoud on
the edge of the Sahara (pictured).
After a camel ride through the
dunes and delicious sundowners,
sit down to a candlelit dinner and
drinks by a crackling campfire. Retire
to your Caidal tent decorated with
warm, earthy colours complete with
thoughtful luxe touches – handwoven rugs, hot water and camp staff
on hand to look after every guest
need.

HELENA BAY, NEW ZEALAND

GEORGIA
It’s a little known fact that Georgia
was one of the first countries to adopt
Christianity and, as a result, this former
Soviet Republic boasts some magnificent
Orthodox churches in the most unexpected
locations, many of them dating from the
10th and 11th centuries.
It also lays claim to the world’s oldest
wine industry centred around the Kakheti
region, where the wine is skin-fermented
and stored underground in egg-shaped clay
jars. So unique is this method that UNESCO
added it to its Intangible Cultural Heritage
list. Add to that old world European charm,
alpine landscapes, excellent food and warm,
hospitable people.

Three kilometres of pristine coastline, four
private beaches and your choice of secluded
coves await guests at the newest addition to
New Zealand’s luxury lodge scene.
Helena Bay in the Northland region
of New Zealand’s North Island is a chic
hideaway with just five sophisticated suites.
Expect the finest European linen, Austrian
duvets, Swiss bathrobes and Molton Brown
products. Guests can also look forward to
‘estate to plate’ cuisine from a Michelinstarred chef with dining locations around
the property. The lodge is available for
exclusive use if planning a celebration.

Helena Bay, New Zealand

SPECIAL FEATURE
NORWAY
With year-round appeal, Norway is one
of those destinations with endless natural
attractions and a rich heritage. In summer
and spring, one of the best things to do is
take a drive along the Atlantic Road, one of
the world’s most scenic coastal routes.
Oslo is full of museums and galleries as
well as great restaurants dishing up fine
Nordic cuisine. In the winter months, when
the north is heavily blanketed in snow, there
are unique opportunities to interact with
the indigenous Sami reindeer herders of
Lapland, ride snow mobiles, go dog sledding
and see the Northern Lights.
Henningsvaer, Norway.
Photo courtesy
Kristin Folsland Olsen

ISTRIAN PENINSULA
Shared by Croatia, Slovenia and Italy, the Istrian Peninsula is a memorable coastal area
in the northern Adriatic littered with medieval walled cities, Roman monuments and
atmospheric tavernas.
The superb regional cuisine has a distinctly Italian flavour: think rustic pasta with fine
Istrian olive oil and traces of white truffle – a local delicacy. Its little-known wine industry
is famous for the dry white, malvasia varietal. It’s hard to pick just one highlight, but Rovinj
has to go close with its cobblestone streets, brightly coloured Venetian-styled houses,
lively bars and restaurants.

PORTUGAL
Offering incredible diversity and
great hospitality, Portugal has a rich
design heritage, ancient walled towns
and mountain-top palaces. It also has
Mediterranean landscapes, delicious
food, earthy wines and plenty of
sunshine.
There are two coastlines to choose
from and a bevy of beaches, vineyards
and olive groves to explore, plus
an eclectic capital which is busy
reinventing itself.

WEST AFRICA
Rwanda

RWANDA
One of the most outstanding wildlife
experiences open to adventurous travellers
is gorilla tracking and Rwanda’s Parc National
des Volcans is one of the best places to
do it. Once on the brink of extinction, the
mountain gorillas of Rwanda have increased
in number thanks to the conservation work
begun by Dian Fossey.
Tracking through the rainforest in small
groups is challenging and a good level of
fitness is recommended but the experience
is entirely worth it. An easy drive from the
park, the luxurious new Bisate Lodge adds
another memorable eco-experience.

Properly off the beaten track, Ghana, Togo and Benin are steeped in mystery. Voodoo is
still practiced widely and attending a trance dance conducted by a village witch doctor is
one of the most memorable experiences a traveller can have there. Voodoo markets are full
of magic charms and ancestor worship is commonplace.
Ghana’s art scene is flourishing too with its flamboyant fantasy coffins exhibited in museums
the world over and a thriving textile industry
producing the brightly coloured wax printed
fabrics widely admired in European fashion houses.
Ritual celebrations like the Akwasidae Festival,
which honours former kings and ancestors,
are another highlight and travellers can take
part in a traditional Ashanti funeral – a sacred
experience.

SRI LANKA
With a raft of new hotel openings, Sri
Lanka is hotter than ever. Its compact size
belies the wealth of its fascinating ruins
and it lays claim to no less than seven
World Heritage sites dotted throughout
the country. Its mist-covered mountains
and lush tea estates boast charming,
colonial style boutique lodgings like the
new Camellia Hills and along the palmlined south coast there are stylish beach
resorts and villas to equal the world’s best.
■ abercrombiekent.com.au
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ROMANTIC HOLIDAYS

9 MORE REASONS
TO FALL IN LOVE
OUTRIGGER RESORTS has just launched a range
of nine honeymoon packages for all of its Pacific,
Asian and Indian Ocean beachfront resorts.
The packages cover some of the most desirable
and popular honeymoon destinations in the
world, including the Maldives, Mauritius, Hawaii,
Fiji, Guam, and Phuket and Koh Samui in Thailand.
“Outrigger has made it easy for couples to plan
a dream honeymoon and celebrate in paradise,”
said Sean Dee, Executive Vice President and Chief
Marketing Officer at Outrigger Enterprises Group.
Each Outrigger ‘Honeymoon Getaway Package’
is customised to the host location. Standard
inclusions typically feature breakfast in bed,
romantic flower decorations and a selection of rich
chocolates or a chilled bottle of sparkling wine.
Newlyweds visiting Outrigger Konotta
Maldives Resort would enjoy a sunset cruise with
cocktails and canapés, or at Outrigger Mauritius
Beach Resort a honeymoon dinner on the beach
and a 30-minute couple’s massage.
Six of the Outrigger Resorts in the Maldives,
Thailand, Fiji and Mauritius are also announcing
‘Ultimate Honeymoon Packages’. In these,
couples enjoy all the features of the ‘Honeymoon
Getaway,’ plus additional romantic elements.
These include a sundown cruise and Swedish
massage at Castaway Island, Fiji, or a couple’s
spa treatment and VIP Mercedes-Benz airport
transfers at Outrigger Laguna Phuket Beach
Resort. Outrigger Mauritius Beach Resort is
adding a honeymoon seafood dinner on the
resort jetty and a couple’s massage in the VIP
cabin at the spa, while a candlelit dinner for two
on the beach is available at Outrigger Konotta
Maldives Resort.
For the two packages, each resort requires
a minimum stay between three to five nights,
depending on the destination and the travel
period is through December 31, 2018. Guests
must provide proof that their marriage date
occurred less than one year prior to arrival.
■ Outrigger.com
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Enjoy a romantic dinner
on VOVO Private Island

Here’s the answer to

popping the question
TOURISM FIJI has put together a list of some top places to propose to your
sweetheart in the islands of love.
Couples can enjoy a 90-minute cruise to Tivua Island in the Mamanuca
Islands. Surrounded by pristine reef, lovers stroll along a deserted beach before
uncovering a message in a bottle saying “will you marry me?”
Captain Cook Cruises offer this package for $378 per couple, including lunch and
a bottle of sparkling wine in a private bure. Price also includes the help of a special
events coordinator to make the day come together.
Take a helicopter ride to Treasure Island where the message “will you marry
me?” will be written on the beach in seashells. Events Fiji offers island proposals
from $995 per person, including the flights, proposal set up, a three-course lunch,
sparkling wine, private bure, 15-minute leg and foot massage and activities such as
snorkelling.
The 91-hectare VOMO Private Island can be booked exclusively for couples
with management and event planners on hand to create a unique proposal.
The island offers activities such as poolside and private resident cocktail parties,
Rocks Beach dinners, degustation dinners, gourmet picnics, snorkelling, diving,
fishing, Meke and kava ceremonies.
LikuLiku is an adults-only luxury resort with authentic over-water bures.
Couples can laze on their decks or in their separate bathing pavilion with lagoon
views from their grand bathtubs or gaze out at the living aquarium surrounding
their bure. The resort also offers a helicopter ride with the groom-to-be’s
intentions spelled out in coconut husks on the sand.
■ fiji.travel

ROMANTIC HOLIDAYS:CRUISEtalk
Advertorial

Tahiti:
a romantic walk
on the wild side

RISING AMIDST the Southern waters of the
vast Pacific Ocean and ringed by mighty
barrier reefs, Tahiti presents the perfect
picture of a romantic island escape with
its famous turquoise lagoons, black sand
beaches, jagged mountain peaks, and
diverse marine life.
Set foot in Tahiti and you’ll realize that
words can do no justice to the natural wild
beauty of the heart of French Polynesia.
Adventurous couples who seek the rush
of the great outdoors can hike to the lush
emerald peak of Mt. Otemanu which rises at
730 metres off mainland Bora Bora, explore
the Tahitian landscape on a 4x4, or brave
the deep waters and scuba dive wrecks and
reefs.
Playful sting-rays, whales and reef sharks are
common in French Polynesia, and swimming
with these friendly natives is a must.
If you’re looking for activities a bit more
laidback, take a private boat or ride a scooter

into traditional Polynesian villages, or just
drive along quiet roads circling the islands
and take in wonderful, unrestrained vistas
that would fit nicely in any travel magazine.
Tahiti also boasts breathtaking sunsets
best witnessed while relaxing on a cruise ship,
yacht, or an overwater bungalow. The Tahitian
sunset is the perfect backdrop if you plan to
finally ask the big question or say ‘I do’.
Tahiti and its sister islands of Moorea
and Bora Bora are also home to world-class
hotels and resorts that offer the ideal blend
of privacy and luxury that honeymooners
will surely appreciate.
You won’t be hard pressed to find a resort
where you can experience that image of
thatched overwater bungalows set against
clear azure waters that has become iconic
of Tahiti. Bora Bora alone has Four Seasons

Unique And Memorable Experiences

Resort and St. Regis Bora Bora Resort which
both offer first-class accommodations, spa
service, and dining experience.
You can end the day watching the sunset
and sipping cocktails in your own private
villa or bungalow, and have your breakfast
brought to you so you can enjoy a leisurely
morning while getting mesmerised by the
pristine South Pacific waters.
Since it does seem impossible not to be
swept up in the innate beauty and romance
in the islands, some resorts like St. Regis Bora
Bora Resort even have a bridal boutique,
butler service, and wedding planner onsite
– just in case you suddenly decide to tie
the knot there. Be it a romantic holiday,
adventurous escape, or stunning wedding
venue, Tahiti is ready for you.
■ tahititravel.com.au

1300 858 305
info@tahititravel.com.au

Tahiti
Moorea
Bora Bora
Other Islands
Cruising
Sailing
Weddings

www.tahititravel.com.au
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ROMANTIC HOLIDAYS

PUMP UP THE

marital volume
LasVegas

WITH 144,000 lovebirds taking the
plunge in Las Vegas every year, this city
could easily be called the wedding capital
of the world. A better kept secret, however,
is that this diverse city also has plenty on
offer for an unforgettable honeymoon.
After indulging at some of the best
restaurants and taking in the world-class
entertainment, true adventure seekers
can explore a different side of Las Vegas
in the Nevada desert. Couples can take
a helicopter ride over the Grand Canyon,
or discover the Valley of Fire with a more
hands-on approach by chasing your partner
through red sand dunes on sun buggies.
■ sunbuggy.com/lasvegas;
sundancehelicopters.com

Not all honeymooners spend their time lying by the pool
or walking on the beach. Some newlyweds like to get their
adrenaline pumping. Here are a few suggestions for those who
like to mix leisure with pleasure.

Niseko Village, Japan
MOUNT NISEKO Annupuri in Hokkaido, Japan, is at the other end of the honeymoon
fantasy. Here you’ll find snow-capped mountains instead of beaches, and needless to say
these can be equally memorable. Staying at YTL Hotels’ Niseko Village, sporty newlyweds will
be spoiled with a variety of slopes, consistent snowfall and extensive ski trails. When you’ve
aced skiing and snowboarding go on to relax in the hot springs (onsen) or enjoy the famous
culinary scene.
■ ytlhotels.com/niseko-village

Papua New Guinea

New Caledonia

COUPLES WHO surf together stay
together. With thousands of kilometres
of coastline and uncountable surf breaks
waiting to be explored, Papua New Guinea’s
warm waters and tropical climate make for
outstanding surfing conditions.
PNG’s impressive Surf Management Plan
(SMP) limits the amount of surfers in any
one area ensuring waves are never crowded
and the local communities benefit from the
tourism dollar. Make sure to also explore the
local communities and get acquainted with
PNG’s ancient culture and traditions.
■ sapng.com/surf-spots

HEAD UP to the north-west, where
you’ll find ‘the Heart of Voh’, a natural
plant formation that has developed in
a mangrove and is shaped like a heart.
There’s a track up Mount Kathépaïk to a
viewing point at an altitude of 400 metres
which will take you about two hours’
return, but the Heart is best seen from
the air. The flight takes approximately
three hours and not only will you be
treated to memorable landscapes the
flight will also take you and your partner
across the world’s largest lagoon.
■ newcaledoniatravel.com.au/noumeahelicopter-flights
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From Bali to Bhutan
HERE’S A ready-to-book, private tour that
is ideal for newlyweds looking for an off-thebeaten track honeymoon they will never forget.
Beginning in Bali, honeymooners can trek
volcanoes, bike ride through terraced rice fields
and recharge on white sand beaches. From
here, fly to Bhutan, a destination that offers
preserved ancient temples and monasteries,
where the monks, nuns and general population
gather daily to practice the ancient mystical
culture of Himalayan Buddhism. Harmonious
chanting and pounding drums coupled with
incense and butter lamps heighten this oncein-a-lifetime experience.
■ butterfield.com/trip/bali-bhutan-multiactive-private

Texas
AMERICA'S 'LONE Star State' offers a
wild, back-to-nature experience in Big
Bend National Park, where mountains,
deserts and forests await just above
the border with Mexico. Apart from
its natural beauty and wide variety of
natural experiences, there is something
else that sets this place apart.
Due to its distance from civilisation,
the park has some of the darkest skies
in the world and allows couples to view
one of the universe's most impressive
spectacles, the Milky Way. On any given
night honeymooners can expect to
see about 2,000 stars. Campgrounds
are available throughout the park but
why not make your honeymoon truly
authentic and acquire a permit to
camp in the backcountry, away from
developed sites.
■ nps.gov/bibe/planyourvisit/stargazing

Australia
Vanuatu
LOCATED ON the island of Espiritu Santo, the Millennium Cave is a star of the Vanuatu
jungle, with ceilings reaching 50 metres high and covered in bats and swallows. Reaching
the cave is no laid-back stroll and is suitable only for the fit and adventurous.
The challenging trek will give you Indiana Jones vibes while climbing over bamboo
bridges, walking through narrow jungle paths and making your way across rivers.
Topping it all off are the friendly people of the village of Funaspef, the custom
landowners of the Millennium Cave, who will tag along as your tour guides to assure this
an experience you and your new spouse will not easily forget.
■ millenniumcavetour.weebly.com

AN ADVENTUROUS honeymoon might
be closer to home than you think. Located
west of Kakadu National Park, the Bamurru
Plains property treats honeymooners to
extraordinary wildlife experiences in style.
Guests sleep in luxurious safari-like
bungalows, with the wilderness literally
a touch away. During the day newlyweds
can spot crocs while skimming over the
floodplains by airboat, while by night head
out to the secluded romantic treetop sleep
out ‘The Hide’ after indulging in a threecourse, chef prepared meal.
■ bamurruplains.com
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SOUTH AFRICA
A game drive through
the Cradle of Humankind.
Picture courtesy South
Africa Tourism

SAFARI,
SO
GOOD
STHEMBISO DLAMINI, Chief Operating Officer of South African
Tourism (SAT), made her first visit to Australia recently. We caught
up with her to ask about SAT’s plans for 2018 and beyond.
Q: Your visit clearly shows
how important the Australian market
is to South Africa.
A: Towards the end of 2016 we had a revamp
of our strategy and set ourselves a very
audacious goal of bringing in five million
more tourists in the next five years. Australia
is one of the key markets for us to realise
that five-in-five goal and we are hoping for
around 124,000 Australian visitors this year.
One of the levers we have not yet yanked
is around the ex-pat communities living in
Australia, who can become an extension of
South African tourism and ambassadors for
the country.

Q: So how will you tap into
this resource?
A: We have launched the ‘Come Home Bru’
campaign designed to get ex-pats to talk
positively about South Africa. In the Australian
market word of mouth is really important so
we’re using the 180,000 South Africans living
here to market the country for us.
What is very important to SAT is that
to win in tourism we have to take all our
stakeholders with us, so trade becomes
very important, airline partners, the ex-pat
community, government and private sector
institutions all become important. We also
have to look at non-travel businesses to
spread the word for us.
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Q: How will the ‘Come Home Bru’
campaign work?
A: We have linked it to a movement we
have started back home called ‘We Do
Tourism’, which encourages all South
Africans to do their bit to promote the
country. Tourism has been identified as
one of the levers for economic growth in
our country so everybody in the country
has some sort of role to play within
tourism and this movement is about
saying let’s all work together. We have
really positioned tourism at the heart of
the development of our country.

Q: And the travel trade here
have an important part to play?
A: At SAT our role is to do effective
marketing and create demand for South
Africa. If there’s no travel trade, people are
not going to travel. They provide security
and comfort for consumers in that they
know the destination so people feel
comfortable going to agents to book their
travel.
So we have to partner with them but
education is also critical. We have to
educate them on how to package and
sell South Africa. Fam trips become very
important because you have to experience a
destination in order to sell it.

Q: Does security still remain an issue
for Aussies looking at South Africa?
A: What will give travellers comfort is to
know that at the helm of government
everyone is taking the whole safety and
security issue very seriously, because tourism
is linked to development, economic growth
and job creation.

Q: What does South Africa offer
as a holiday destination?
A: At the heart of South Africa is its people
and that’s our biggest differentiator. We know
when Aussies travel they are looking for
immersive experiences and as a destination
we pride ourselves on being real. What you
see is what you get and it’s not filtered. You’ll
see our iconic landscapes, go to the beach or
on safari, and meet the people. Once you get
there, your life will never be the same again.
■ southafrica.net

SOUTH AFRICA

HERE’S A TOUR
THAT’S GOOD

Kruger National Park

AS GOLD

LUXURY GOLD has announced South Africa
will be introduced to its portfolio of Luxury
Escorted Journeys in 2018.
The ‘Spectacular South African’ itinerary
promises to showcase the country’s natural
wilderness, eclectic cultures, hospitality and
heritage. From cosmopolitan Cape Town into
the heart of the Big Five territory, travellers
will uncover the history of South Africa while
travelling in total luxury.
In Cape Town, guests will meet Manfred
Jacobs, a former warden at the Victor Verster
prison where Nelson Mandela spent 14
months of his 27-year imprisonment and
will hear stories about history’s most heroic
figure.
During a three-day safari in Kruger
National Park, guests will stay at the Lion
Sand Lodges, exquisite luxury suites
with private decks and plunge pools that
overlook the Sabie River. Guests also
have exceptional dining options and can
experience the Greenhouse Restaurant
in Constantia wine valley to savour South
African cooking at its best.

Travellers will also have the opportunity
to give back to the local community with
a visit to the Amy Foundation, a non-profit
organisation in Cape Town. Here, they will
witness how the lives of vulnerable young
people are being transformed through a
variety of empowering programs.
“Our enhanced 2018 Luxury Gold
collection aims to make each journey
an extraordinary one by bringing an
unparalleled wealth of expertise and insights,
accumulated over nearly 100 years as leaders
in luxury travel, to experiences that will

indulge the senses and open the mind,” said
Ulla Hefel Böhler, CEO of Insight Vacations.
“We are thrilled to showcase that each
luxury journey combines the very best
in dining, hotels, travel and immersive
experiences to ensure that guests return
home with a lifetime worth of memories.”
Travellers can enjoy a diverse selection of
42 small group journeys across the globe,
including Europe, Britain, Africa, India, Asia,
Australia, New Zealand, Latin America and
North America.
■ luxurygoldvacations.com/au

is your ultimate
travel companion
Get all the latest news, deal and
competitions delivered right to your inbox
when you subscribe to our digital newsletter.
Head to www.traveltalkmag.com.au
to subscribe – and while you’re there, take
our new weekly travel quiz and find out if
you are a travel know-it-all.
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IRELAND

WELCOME TO MY

ISLAND

Here, we talk to ALISON METCALFE, Head of North
America & Australia/New Zealand at Tourism Ireland,
about their plans for 2018 and beyond.

Q: Why does Ireland continue
to fascinate Aussie travellers?

A: I think Ireland offers what a lot of Aussies
are looking for. It’s a rugged destination with
great scenery and plenty of heritage and
culture. It’s also very easy for Australians to
get to know the locals and scratch beneath
the surface.
It’s also becoming more popular because
of direct air access and one-stop access into
Dublin so we are hoping people will see
Ireland as the starting or ending point of
their trip to Europe. The cost of getting there
has come down and there’s tons of capacity.

Q: So the Australian market
continues to be important to you?
A: Ireland welcomed 10.5 million visitors
last year and Australians are making a very
important contribution. We welcomed around
230,000 visitors from Australasia last year and
this year is already looking good – we’re up
about 17 per cent through the end of July.
Tourism Ireland is looking to invest
in those markets that offer the greatest
potential and we see this in Australia. The
fact that we have seen a significant increase
in air access to Ireland gives us a great
opportunity to grow this market and we
remain committed to it.

Top: Blasket Islands from Dunmore Head.
Above: Bay Coast fishing at Mulranny in Co. Mayo.
Pictures courtesy Tourism Ireland
for Ireland. So we will continue to roll out our
educational program, which will include famil
trips and visits, working hand in hand with
some of the tour operators and airlines.
We also have an online Ireland Specialists
program for agents that is being re-launched
and a new trade website that is also being
launched. And next year we will be back
with a trade sales mission, where we’ll
have 15 partners from Ireland with us. The
importance of the travel trade here is vital
and we are going to make it easy for you to
do business with us.

Q: How important is your
relationship with the travel trade?

Q: Given it has scenes shot in Ireland,
the next Star Wars movie will also
give you a boost.

A: Education is really important and if we can
get agents to experience the destination and
see the different products on offer first-hand
they come back as much better sales people

A: We’re really looking forward to the
release of The Last Jedi at Christmas. We
will be capitalising on that with a global
social media and publicity campaign. Game

52 | W W W . T R A V E L T A L K M A G . C O M . A U

of Thrones has also provided a new lens
through which to view Northern Ireland.

Q: What are the main aims
for Tourism Ireland in 2018?
A: We are trying to develop experiences that
really talk to people’s passion points and
interests, and food is a big part of what we’re
offering. People may not think of Ireland as
a foodie destination but whether it is food
trails, produce markets or our farm-to-fork
products, things have really taken off over
the last 10 years and Ireland is getting a
really good reputation for its food.
Also, we will continue to talk about the
Wild Atlantic Way, Ireland’s Ancient East,
Northern Ireland, Dublin and Belfast, and
to develop experiences around food, golf,
music and festivals. Every year is a great year
to come to Ireland.
■ ireland.com

IRELAND

PRESIDENTIAL VISIT AIMS TO
STRENGTHEN AUSSIE TIES
DEEPENING AND expanding his country’s
long-standing bilateral ties with Australia
was the main focus of a recent state visit by
Michael D. Higgins, the President of Ireland.
The President also highlighted aspects of
the two countries’ shared history and that his
visit was aimed at strengthening economic,
tourism, cultural and political links between
the two nations.

The VIP spent time with Irish communities
in Perth, Melbourne, Hobart, Canberra,
Sydney and Brisbane while also meeting
key representatives from business, tourism,
sport, academia, culture and the arts.
During a business luncheon hosted by
Tourism Ireland in the Botanic Gardens in
Sydney, President Higgins met with leading
figures of the Australian travel industry

From left to right: Niall Gibbons (Tourism Ireland), Tánaiste Frances Fitzgerald,
President Michael D. Higgins, Sabina Higgins, Alison Metcalfe (Tourism Ireland)

Local flavour.
Breathtaking scenery.
Authentic family experiences.
Discover the best of Ireland & Britain on our new
family-friendly collection of guided holidays.

including travel trade, airline representatives
and travel journalists.
He used the occasion to deliver a speech
highlighting the deep historical connection
between Australia and Ireland. He spoke
about Ireland’s tourism industry, the
relationship between the visitor and the
visited, and how Ireland is ensuring to take
care to look after both – “efficiency should
never defeat hospitality.”
The President also mentioned that Ireland
is a big contender to host the Rugby World
Cup in 2023. Rugby has emerged in recent
decades as one of Ireland’s most successful
and most popular sports, and should the bid
be successful, the tournament will be played
across the island of Ireland.
Guests were entertained by up and
coming Irish band, Ye Vagabonds, comprised
of brothers Diarmuid and Brian MacGloinn,
and who are heavily influenced by folk and
traditional Irish music.
“The President’s visit highlights Ireland’s
ancestral and cultural ties to Australia,” said
Sofia Hansson, Tourism Ireland Manager
Australia and New Zealand.
“Australia offers significant potential for
tourism to Ireland. Recent data confirms that
visitor numbers from Australia/New Zealand
and developing markets are up by 17.5 per
cent in the eight months January to August
over the same period last year.”
■ ireland.com

IRISH MYTHS & LEGENDS

8 days, from A$3107
Your Irish family adventure awaits with a parkland bike ride, visits
to charming towns and popular landmarks, a farm and sheepdog
demonstrations. Cook a traditional Irish meal with a local chef.
Cruise to Spike Island to see a fort where prisoners were held in
Victorian times and enjoy a personalised picnic lunch.
Departs Saturdays, June to August

SCOTTISH LOCHS & CASTLES

8 days, from A$3497
Your whole family will enjoy this medium-paced Scottish adventure
with a speedboat voyage on Glasgow’s Clyde River, a tour of an
authentic Tall Ship, a ride on the Harry Potter train, a Highland
Safari, and a haunted tour of Edinburgh. August departures include
seats for The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo.
Wednesday & Friday departures, June to August

ENGLISH KNIGHTS & WIZARDS

8 days, from A$3757
Embark on a family adventure through England and Wales as you
view London on your private double decker bus, experience the
Tower of London, see Stonehenge, Shakespeare’s birthplace, and
a falconer at work. Enjoy a steam train ride through Snowdonia
National Park in Wales, the magic of Harry Potter, and more.

Departs Saturdays, June to August

Ireland & Britain’s #1 Tour Operator
Call

1800 502 911
or your travel agent.

www.cietours.com
Explore the English countryside

Prices are land only, per person, based on double occupancy and vary by departure date.
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RIVER CRUISING: Advertorial

Good morning,

VIETNAM & CAMBODIA
Discover the vibrant Mekong and Irrawaddy Rivers
with Evergreen and cruise in style for less.
WHEN THE lure of exotic Southeast Asia is a
mere hop, skip and a jump north and luxury
cruises are on offer, it’s not surprising that
Aussies have embraced river cruising in this
dynamic region.
Evergreen Cruises & Tours has been
welcoming guests to Vietnam and Cambodia
for deluxe Mekong River cruising for the past
two years with an eight day journey on the
RV Mekong Navigator at its heart.
With just 68 guests in 34 suites, Evergeen’s
boutique vessel cruises from My Tho to
Kampong Cham soaking up the sights and
sounds of bustling Vietnam and Cambodia
from the peaceful sanctuary of this luxurious
ship.
Due to popular demand, a new
September 2, 2018, departure of the eightday ‘Magnificent Mekong Cruise’ has just
been announced, from $2,545 per person
twin share.
Fully escorted by a Cruise Director, there
are daily shore excursions and guided tours
including Phnom Penh, the Royal Palace
and National Museum. A visit to the Cao Dai
temple in Tan Chau, the historic Anh Kiet
House and the incredible Ankorian period
temple complex of Wat Nokor Bachey is also
included.
In addition, tour Cai Be’s floating
market, visit the home on Huynh Thuy Le
who inspired the novel L’Amant, receive
a Buddhist water blessing and much
more. There are also 20 superb meals with
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Above: Bagan, Myanmar
RV Mekong Navigator

complimentary wine and beer with lunch
and dinner.
This fantastic value cruise links to a
Vietnam tour for a superb 19-day ‘Best of
Vietnam & Cambodia Explorer’ cruise tour
with a Fly Free deal, or savings of $1,000 per
person as Earlybird offers.
In 2019, Evergreen will launch a brand new
Irrawaddy River cruise program with a 10 day
cruise at its centre. Myanmar is still relatively
untouched by tourism and the Irrawaddy
River is key to discovering the essence of the
region. Your floating hotel is the luxurious RV
Irrawaddy Explorer whose 28 suites welcome a
maximum 56 guests on board.
Embark in Mandalay for a nine-night
cruise. From Mingun, discover the
Hpowindaung caves, and the Thanboddhay
Pagoda with its extraordinary 600,000
buddhas. Visit the spectacular guilded
Shwezigon Pagoda, tour Bagan, one of the
world’s great archaeological sites, enjoy a

walking tour of the fortress of Minhla and so
much more.
The 17-day ‘Magic of Myanmar &
Irrawaddy Discoverer’ cruise is expected to
be in high demand with just four departure
dates in 2019. Explore Yangon, then enjoy
three nights at Inle Lake to witness the
famous leg-rowing fishermen and their
floating gardens, the daily market, plus a full
day free time to enjoy and explore the lake.
Touring in Mandalay is also included before
embarking on the cruise.
Enjoy 40 superb meals with
complimentary wine and beer with lunch
and dinner included.
Both programs are packed with inclusions,
the cultural “You’re Invited” program, and
all tipping and gratuities, port charges and
taxes as well so guests can focus on taking in
everything the region has to offer.
■ Call 1300 383 747 or visit
evergreentours.com.au

Upgrade Your View

and see more of Europe’s Rivers
Emerald Balcony
Suite upgrade
from only

750

$

pp*

Usually $2,250pp

LIMITED AVAILABILITY

VIEW FROM A STATEROOM

VIEW FROM AN EMERALD BALCONY SUITE

ENJOY MORE IN YOUR BALCONY SUITE: YOUR 15 DAY RIVER CRUISE INCLUDES:
• More space than Staterooms
• More views – magnificent floor-to-ceiling
river vistas

Emerald Balcony Suite

• EXCLUSIVE onboard pool that converts to a
cinema in the evening

• Innovative drop-down balcony window for
stunning open air panoramas

• Enjoy the newest award-winning ships on the
rivers with complimentary bikes and 24 hour
tea and coffee facilities

• Spacious contemporary styling

• Daily guided tours in 15 cities, towns and villages

• Desirable mid and upper deck positions

• Unique ‘You’re Invited’ events like a home-hosted
afternoon tea with a Slovakian family

• Complimentary Wi-Fi, flat screen TV with
infotainment system, bathrobes and slippers,
individual air conditioning system and bottled
water daily

• “Emerald Active” activities – guided hike to
Durnstein Castle, guided biking tours along
the Danube River, Vienna and Amsterdam

15 Day Deluxe Budapest to Amsterdam cruise

• All meals onboard with complimentary wine,
beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner

From $8,445pp*

• ALL gratuities, tipping, airport transfers, hotel
and ship porterage, port charges and taxes*

Save up to $3,000 per couple*
MORE EUROPEAN RIVER CRUISING

Already enjoyed this river cruise? Enjoy the ‘Star Ship’ experience for less across Europe in a Stateroom.
• 8 Day Rhine River Cruise from $3,765pp*

• 15 Day Southern France & Portugal River Cruise

• 8 Day Portugal River Cruise from $4,245pp*

Call 1300 383 747

visit evergreentours.com.au or contact your
Evergreen Expert Travel Agency

• 10 Day Eastern Europe Danube River Cruise
from $3,860pp*

• 8 Day Southern France River Cruise
from $3,995pp*

from $8,980pp*

2016

Best River Line
for Value

*
Conditions apply. For FULL conditions refer to Evergreen’s brochures & website. All prices based on per person twin share. Valid on new bookings only. Not valid in conjunction with any other offer. All prices based on land and cruise components only. Emerald Balcony Suite – Price based on EWCR 28/7/18 departure including Suite
Upgrade Special in a B category Balcony Suite. Suite Upgrade Special only available on selected departure dates and full payment must be made by 25/1/2018. EWAB 11/9/18 departure including the End of Year Special offer and full Early Payment Discount 6 months prior to departure in a E category Stateroom. EFRC 22/9/18
departure including the End of Year Special offer and full Early Payment Discount 6 months prior to departure in a E category Stateroom. EPDC 22/9/18 departure including the End of Year Special offer and full Early Payment Discount 6 months prior to departure in a F category Stateroom. EWBB 29/9/18 departure including the End
of Year Special offer and full Early Payment Discount 6 months prior to departure in a E category Stateroom. EFPC 30/6/18 departure including the End of Year Special offer in E category Staterooms. $100pp non-refundable deposit due at time of booking and $900 balance deposit due within 7 Days of booking. Valid for bookings with
deposits until 31/12/17 and subject to availability at time of booking or until sold out. Surcharges may apply on credit card transactions. Prices, dates, taxes & availability correct at 17/11/17 & subject to change. Evergreen Tours (a division of Scenic Tours Pty Ltd) ABN 85 002 715 602. Booking Code: EV3610.
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RIVER CRUISING

HONE YOUR SKILLS
WITH THE EXPERTS
THE STRAND Cruise in Myanmar has
revealed the latest details of its new program
of expert-led river cruises for 2018, featuring
photography, cooking and classical music.
Each cruise will follow The Strand’s regular
four-night itinerary on the Ayeyarwady River,
which links the ancient capitals of Bagan
and Mandalay. The expert-led sailings are a
value-added experience offered at no extra
cost to passengers.
The ‘Classical Music Cruise’ features
members of the famous Orchestre de
Paris over a special Valentine’s Day voyage,
departing on February 13. Eight musicians
will perform concerts each evening over

cocktails, with a score featuring Mozart,
Debussy, Vivaldi and Tchaikovsky.
The ‘Gourmet Cruise’ will see guests
accompany chefs Christian and Sylvain
on market visits to discover ingredients
such as the tealeaf, which is used to make
a traditional Myanmar salad of fermented
green tea, and infuse fish recipes such
as Mohinga, a fish and noodle broth
from the Shan region. It will depart on
March 12.
Professional photographer Lucas Gurdjian
will be aboard two cruises departing in
March and September, showing passengers
how to improve their skills. He will explore

different styles of photography, including
landscapes, food photography and portraits,
while offering tips on framing, lighting,
aperture and depth of field as well as postproduction techniques.
Rates for a four-night cruise from Bagan
to Mandalay are priced from $2,446 sharing
a deluxe cabin based on double occupancy.
Rates include all excursions and activities
onboard, three meals during full sailing days,
soft drinks and local beer, house wine during
meals, port charges, English speaking guides
and satellite Wi-Fi in all cabins and public
areas.
■ thestrandcruise.com

WELCOME THE NEW MAGNIFICENT SEVEN
VIKING CRUISES has announced it has placed
an order for seven new river ships that will
debut in 2019.
The new build order includes six
additional award-winning Viking Longships,
which will sail the company’s most popular
itineraries on the Rhine, Main and Danube
rivers, and one additional vessel specifically
designed for Portugal’s Douro river.
With the addition of these new ships,
Viking will operate a fleet of 69 river vessels
around the world in 2019. The company will
also welcome its sixth ocean ship in 2019,
becoming the largest small ship ocean cruise
line.
“This new ship order is a reflection of
strong demand for our Europe river cruises,”
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said Michelle Black, Managing Director
Viking Cruises Australia & New Zealand.
“Portugal in particular always sells out
quickly, so a new ship on the Douro River
will help meet the high demand.”
Viking Longships integrate a patented
corridor design and cutting-edge
technology with comfortable amenities.
These include an all-weather Aquavit
Terrace that brings the outdoor scenery
indoors with retractable floor-to-ceiling
glass doors, allowing guests to enjoy the
views and dine al fresco.
As a result of high customer demand,
one of the new vessels will join Viking’s
existing fleet of three ships on the Douro
sailing the ‘River of Gold’ itinerary. Hosting

106 passengers in 53 staterooms, the Douro
ships are smaller than Viking Longships, but
feature many of the same popular features –
including the Aquavit Terrace, a wide variety of
stateroom choices and an organic herb garden.
■ vikingcruises.com.au

RIVER CRUISING

HURRY AND

BOOK THE MURRAY
CAPTAIN COOK Cruises have just released
a range of new packages designed to help
Aussies get the most from a river journey in
South Australia.
The new six-, seven- or 10-night ‘Adelaide
Sightseeing and Murray Princess’ packages
include a three-night stay at the Mercure
Grosvenor Hotel in Adelaide, a half-day
highlights tour of Adelaide, a three-, four- or
seven-night cruise aboard paddlewheeler, PS
Murray Princess, and a day trip to the Barossa
Valley.
The city tour features expert commentary
by a local driver and explores Adelaide’s
main attractions including the cultural

boulevard of North Terrace, home to the
Art Gallery of South Australia, the South
Australian Museum, The University of
Adelaide and the National Wine Centre.
Guests then visit St Peter’s Cathedral, historic
North Adelaide, the famous Adelaide Oval
and Haigh’s Chocolates for a factory tour and
tastings.
Onboard the PS Murray Princess guests
will learn more about the Murray and
Riverland regions and sample some of the
local produce and wines with a structured
tasting event held in the Sturt Dining
Room. The vessel will visit historic towns
including Waikerie, Morgan and Swan

Hermitage Museum,
St. Petersburg

WORLD CUP DATES FOR RUSSIAN TOUR
FOOTBALL FANS following the Socceroos
at the World Cup next year can also take
advantage of a Russian cruise offer from
Bentours.
Until December 31, Bentours are
offering no single supplements on their
13-day cruise package on the Volga Dream
which combines the best of both Moscow
and St. Petersburg, with a deluxe cruise
along the Volga River.
With prices now starting from $4,890

for solo travellers in their own private
cabin, this journey is ideal for individual
travellers looking to explore both the
Russian countryside and the treasures of
the country’s grandest cities.
Departing June 12, this specially
created package includes 12 nights’
accommodation onboard, daily
sightseeing including the Hermitage
museum and iconic Red Square, all meals
and arrival and departure transfers. The

Murray Princess

Reach while wine lovers can indulge with
tastings at Banrock Station Wine and
Wetland Centre.
Other cruise highlights include Ngaut
Ngaut Aboriginal Conservation Reserve,
the Sunnydale Woolshed Sheep Shearing
Show and cruising through Lock No.1 at
Blanchetown (one of thirteen along the
river).
The six-night package starts from $1,320
per person twin share while fares for sevennight itinerary start from $1,639 per person
twin share. The 10-night package starts from
$2,465 per person twin share.
■ murrayprincess.com.au

dates coincide with the 2018 World Cup
being staged in Russia.
The itinerary begins with an orientation
tour of St. Petersburg that takes you inside
the Peter and Paul Fortress, the Romanov
family shrine. A tour of the Hermitage
follows, with 400 rooms containing
examples of nearly every school of Western
art, including one of the finest collections
of French impressionist works. A city tour
includes stops at Peter & Paul Cathedral,
Split of Basil Island, St. Isaac Cathedral,
Spilled Blood Church and Nevskiy Prospekt
drive.
The tour of Moscow includes the famous
Novodevichi Cemetery, where well-known
Russian authors, musicians, playwrights
and poets are buried along with famous
actors, political leaders and scientists.
Guests can also enjoy a walking tour of Red
Square and see St. Basil’s Cathedral, GUM
Department Store and the Cathedral of
Christ the Savior.
Onboard, guests can enjoy a diverse
range of cultural activities, including
four talks by Russian professors that will
give cruisers a personal insight into this
fascinating country.
■ bentours.com
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THAILAND

Go where
the action is

Action and adventure travel
in Thailand is gaining in
popularity, with plenty
of activities available for
individuals and groups.
Here, we look at some of the
many options.
ACTIVITIES SUCH as diving, snorkelling,
rock climbing/abseiling, mountain biking,
diving, trekking and Muay Thai are all readily
available in Thailand. This, coupled with
the country’s diverse geography, makes a
perfect combination that attracts visitors
to engage in activities other than just
sightseeing.
An increase in accommodation styles and
airlines has also made travelling to action
and adventure spots more convenient.
Government agencies have also established
strict standards for operators to ensure
tourists remain safe while enjoying some
adrenaline-fuelled entertainment.

ROCK CLIMBING & ABSEILING

Mountain biking is popular in Thailand.
All pictures courtesy Thailand Tourism
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Rock climbing and abseiling were
originally offered mainly at Railay Bay in
Krabi province, which is renowned for its
picturesque limestone cliffs. Each year,
international rock climbing and cliff diving
contests are held in Krabi.
Travel agencies have recently started
offering this type of activity in other
locations, giving climbers much more
choice. Abseiling is an activity that has also
been added, along with trekking, caving and
canyoning.
Popular rock climbing and abseiling spots
include Naam Bo Phee Cave, better known
as the ‘Spirit Well Cave’, or Hagunee. This is
a spirit cave of the Lahu people in the Mae
Hong Son province in northern Thailand.
It is the largest and deepest cave in
Thailand, with a width equal to two football
fields and a depth of 140-metres. At the
bottom, a thousand stalactites can be found
in perfect condition while evidence of the
shifting of the earth’s crust can also clearly
be seen. Visitors feel as if they are travelling
through a mysterious prehistoric forest.
Railay Bay is called ‘heaven for rock
climbers’ and is situated in Nopparat Thara
National Park, which includes the Phi Phi
Islands in Krabi province. The bay comprises
two sides: Railay East and Railay West.
Climbers usually prefer the east side as the
cliff there offers an ideal height with more
than 600 lines to suit all levels of expertise.
Visitors can bring their own climbing
gear or rent from one of the many shops in
front of the bay area. Those who also wish to

SPECIAL
FEATURE
THAILAND
enjoy the beauty of Phra Nang Cave can take
a boat from the west side. The white sandy
beach and the crystal clear water on this side
also make it a popular spot for swimming or
sunbathing.
Rock climbing is also very popular in Phi
Phi which, thanks to its geological formation,
hosts a fair choice of climbing walls and
routes. The most popular walls are located
on and around Tonsai Tower at the western
end of Tonsai Bay, yet, if you already have a
bit of experience in this activity, you could
try climbing an outstanding site on Phi Phi
Don’s west coast: Nui Beach stands just
south of Lana Bay and features a notable
rock climbing spot named Hua Ling. Four
routes of different grades are available at this
spot overlooking the sea.

MOUNTAIN BIKING
The best regions to go mountain biking
are in the north (Chiang Mai, Mae Hong Son),
the upper northeast (Loei) and the west
(Kanchanaburi, Tak).
Popular sites for mountain biking
include Doi Inthanon National Park and Doi
Suthep – Pui National Park in Chiang Mai,
the mountains in Mae Hong Son, Erawan
National Park in Kanchanaburi and Khao Yai
National Park in Nakhon Ratchasima.
Spice Roads offer a 10-day mountain bike
journey that takes peddlers from Chiang
Mai through the mountains to the Golden
Triangle, where the Mekong River marks
the borders of Thailand, Burma, and Laos.
(spiceroads.com)
Grasshopper Adventures run an eight-day

White-collared butterfly fish with diver at
Ko Tachai Pinnacles, The Similan Islands
ride from Uttaradit to the north, ending in
Nongkhai. The challenging itinerary covers
some 463 kilometres from the mountains
of Northern Thailand along the border with
Laos to the banks of the Mekong River.
(grasshopperadventures.com)

DIVING
The Similan and Surin National Parks on
the Andaman coast are widely regarded as
the best diving spots in Thailand, but they
are only open between November and May.
The Similan Islands in Phang-Nga
province are an archipelago comprising
nine islands, generally referred to as ‘one
to nine’. The national park provides basic
accommodation/camping ground on island
#4 and #8, however there are plenty of liveaboards on offer. The site has been ranked

as Thailand’s best dive site and one of the
world’s top ten.
The Similan Islands offer a great variety of
diving for all levels across around 20 sites.
Highlights include Fantasy Reef where three
underwater boulder formations adorned with
Gorgonian Fans and hard corals are home
to a vast array of marine species. On the east
side of Ko Payu (island #7), there are both
snorkelling and scuba diving spots where
hard and soft corals, Gorgonian Fans and
schools of colourful fish abound.
Pusa Rock or the Skull Boulder is another
small island where a skull-shaped rock can be
seen above the water and divers can enjoy the
underwater beauty of a many-tiered seabed
full of rock crevices and swim-throughs. On
island #6 divers will find soft corals as well as
Kew Mae Pan
Nature Trail,
Chiang Mai
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Rock climbing in Railay Bay, Krabi
underwater caves where lion fish and giant
stingrays are sometimes sighted.
Snorkelling is also a popular activity in the
Similans with great spots around island #4
(Miang) and island #8. Here lucky snorkellers
will get to swim with sea turtles. Trang and
Krabi provinces are also home to many great
diving and snorkelling sites.
Ko Ha is formed of five islands, which offer
a large variety of unique dive sites including
The Chimney, Twin Cathedral or Ko Ha
Lagoon. Scenery here includes coral-covered
boulders, caverns and swim-throughs, as
well as hard coral gardens.
Ko Rok Nok and Ko Rok Nai feature pristine
hard corals and the untouched local dive sites
– Ko Mook, Ko Wean, Ko Kradan and Hin Nok
– offer a vast diversity of marine macro-life,
including Tiger-Tail seahorses and countless
varieties of exotic nudibranchs and shrimp.
Hin Daeng and Hin Muang – two
submerged rocks only a few hundred metres
from each other – are covered with soft
coral, anemones and gorgonians. Rated as
one of the best dive spots in the world, the
area boasts huge schools of fish that circle
the twin peaks. These shoals often attract
giant barracudas, jacks and tuna.
Encounters with manta rays and whale
sharks aren’t uncommon and for those who
dare to delve deeper, huge rays, leopard
sharks and even grey reef sharks can be
spotted.
Diving in the Andaman is best from
November to April as weather conditions
for the rest of the year prevent boats from
accessing some sites and some national
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parks are closed for environmental
conservation reasons.
The Gulf of Thailand is another great
diving spot, particularly between May and
October, and the marine life on each side of
the Gulf is distinctly different.
Popular sites include Ko Tao in Surat
Thani but for those wanting to avoid the
crowds, check out the small islands of the
neighbouring province, Chumphon. Here,
the reefs are spectacular, the dive sites have
very distinct characteristics and you can dive
on the wreck of the HTMS Prab.
The Thai diving community has long
embraced Chumphon, which is accessible with
night trains and buses out of Bangkok and
with no need to ferry over to an island resort.

TREKKING
Thailand is a land of diverse geography
and there are a great number of sites which
are suited to trekking and camping.
The Khao Yai National Park in Nakhon
Ratchasima has many hiking trails ranging in
length from one to five hours on which you
can immerse yourself in nature. Trails include:
1. Dong Tew – Mo Sing To: This twokilometre trek takes you along a stream and
through a rainforest. The highlight is the
gigantic Sompong tree whose buttress roots
are taller than a man.
2. Dong Tew – Nong Phak Chee: This fourkilometre trek shares the first part of the
Dong Tew-Mo Sing To route through the
rainforest but ends up at the Nong Pak Chi
observation tower.
3. Pha Kluay Mai – Hew Suwat: This three-

kilometre trail takes you along a stream
abundant in a variety of mushrooms. You
may even chance upon animals that reside
on the river bank such as giant lizards or
otters.
Elsewhere, the Kew Mae Pan Nature Trail
is located in Doi Inthanon National Park in
Chiang Mai province. It is considered one of
the top tourist attractions for trekkers who
wish to experience the natural beauty of
Chiang Mai.

MUAY THAI
Muay Thai is Thailand’s native martial art and
is unique in its combat techniques requiring
skill in both body and mind. Eight body parts
are used in the combat, namely the two hands,
two feet, two elbows and two knees.
On top of its being an art of self-defence,
Muay Thai is also a very popular exercise due
to its ability to induce rapid weight loss as
all muscles in the body are required in the
exercise. Sparring also stimulates the heart
to work more efficiently and it burns nine
times more calories than jogging or cycling.
Some boxing camps that train foreign
visitors include Fairtex Camp (fairtex.com)
in Chonburi. This is Thailand’s first sport
hotel and also a brand that sells all kinds
of boxing-related products. TUFF Camp
(tuffcamp.in.th) is a Muay Thai camp with an
international design located in Bangkok.
For something more local, try Kaewsamrit
Gym (kaewsamritgym.com) and Sor Vorapin
Muay Thai Camp (thaiboxings.com) in
Bangkok.
■ tourismthailand.org

DISCOVER YOUR UNIQUE LOCAL EXPERIENCES
Hugthailand
www.amazingthailand.com.au
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Northern Lights

YUKON HAVE A GREAT TIME
Here, NATALIA MACHADO from Canada & Alaska Specialist Holidays
reports on a recent adventure to northern Canada.
NEIGHBOURING THE state of Alaska and
the province of British Columbia, the Yukon
is often overlooked when deciding on a
destination in North America. The vast
territory is home to some of the most diverse
and captivating landscapes, a strong wildlife
presence, rich history, charming small towns
and the Aurora Borealis.
Whitehorse is located a short two-and-ahalf hour flight north from Vancouver and
after spending the entire flight with my head
pressed against the window, the scenery had
me prepared for what was to come.
Being based in Whitehorse, it did not take
long to realise that what the city may lack

in size, it certainly makes up for in heart and
hospitality. The Yukon residents are some of
the nicest Canadians you will come across
and considering that statement can be
applied countrywide, that’s saying a lot!
Downtown Whitehorse is as charming
as they come – a petite area with wooden
slated buildings, colourful murals and views
of the powerful Yukon River. A couple of
hours into our trip, we were quick to learn
the rich history that such a small town holds
and what a huge importance it had on the
Klondike Gold Rush of the 1800s. Standing
proud by the river are both the SS Klondike
and the White Pass & Yukon Route rail
Yukon Wildlife Preserve
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station which both played huge roles in the
transportation and access to the goldmines.
Whitehorse is the perfect gateway to
surrounding towns and attractions. Just short
of a two-hour drive, you’ll find yourself in
Haines Junction where you’ll have easy access
to the Kluane National Park and Reserve.
Our office for the day was a small eightseater airplane which flew us through the
world’s largest UNESCO World Heritage site.
We got so close and personal to the magical
snow land above the mountains that you
could almost smell it. There is something
incredibly awe-inspiring about being so
close to untouched nature while being so
far removed from your everyday life that
it truly gives you a moment of clarity and
perspective.
Visiting Da Ku Cultural Centre is a mustsee in Haines Junction as we met with our
First Nation guide and were taught, in great
articulation and detail, the connection of the
mountains, glaciers and natural wonders we
had just witnessed to the lives of the tribes
who inhabit the area.
One small shift of a glacier can impact the
flow of water, resulting in a cut of salmon
supply to feed the First Nation tribes. Our
guide also taught us about the process the
First Nation tribes have gone through to
claim back the names of their land, with the
first treaty taking 20 years (1973-1993) to be
signed.
As an animal lover, I was excited to visit
the Yukon Wildlife Preserve where animals
are rescued and nurtured back to health in
habitation areas created to closely resemble
their real-life surroundings. Their main aim

CANADA
is to treat the animals to the point of being released back into the wild,
or to offer a safe place for those who would not otherwise survive in the
wilderness.
The staff are incredibly professional, knowledgeable and passionate
about their project and can teach you a thing or two about caribou, moose,
mountain goat and many other breeds.
An hour from Whitehorse you will find a quaint little town called
Carcross. Here you will find a large First Nation presence with towering
totem poles, detailed wall murals and colourful native paintings.
We visited the talented carving artist, Keith Wolfe, who taught us the
importance of keeping their culture alive through art and sculpture, and it
was fascinating to learn about the struggles they faced to pave their way to
reconciliation and recognition.
While all the daytime excursions were a highlight in themselves and
completely different to any other destination, there is one other thing that
drives people (and myself ) to visit the Yukon. Each night, we travelled away
from the city lights to hunt down the Aurora Borealis.
Fighting through freezing temperatures and sleep deprivation is completely
worthwhile when you first spot the green lights dancing above your head.
We were lucky to see it each night that we ventured out, with every show as
spectacular as the previous one. Make sure to bring along a camera with slow
shutter speed so that you are able to capture this phenomenon.
The Yukon has a lot to offer someone who enjoys being surrounded by
kilometres and kilometres of untouched nature, soft adventure and doing
something a little different. There are several cities to choose from and with
accommodation ranging from inns to luxury lodges all the way through to
camping in the summer, I can guarantee that you will leave there wishing
that ‘Yukon’ do it all over again.

Flightseeing over Kluane National Park.

Natalia travelled courtesy of Destination Canada and Travel Yukon.
Canada & Alaska Specialist Holidays is able to offer your clients a similar
itinerary.
■ canada-alaska.com.au
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OPEN FOR YOUR

BUSINESS

Next year will see a host of new luxury hotels, gastronomy options
and adventure experiences opening up across Canada.

HOTELS

OCEAN HOUSE at Stads K’uns GawGa is a
new, 12-room ﬂy-in lodge anchored oﬀ the
rugged and unprotected coast of Haida Gwaii
in Peel Inlet, British Columbia. It is an ecoretreat offering guests the chance to connect
with the Haida people and their culture.
The upscale Le Germain Ottawa will open
in Canada’s capital city in early 2018, offering
elegance, authenticity and attentive service.
The property will contain a hotel, residential
units, a theatre and the completely
refurbished Ottawa Art Gallery.
The JW Marriott Parq Vancouver is in the
heart of the city’s entertainment district and
offers authentic experiences like ‘Chef on

Show’ culinary presentations. The property
includes two hotels, Parq and DOUGLAS, an
Autograph Collection hotel.

EXPERIENCES

IN 2018, Aussies can cruise the Rideau
Canal in Ontario by houseboat as Le Boat
launches a fleet of 16 state-of-the-art
Horizon cruisers on this UNESCO World
Heritage site. Glide through the downtown
precinct by day and enjoy views of
Parliament Hill before relaxing under the
stars. The boating season starts in May.
Visitors to Yukon Territory will have the
chance to view the Northern Lights from the
air, taking off from Whitehorse with Aurora

Rocky Mountaineer

RAW:almond
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The Rideau Canal
in Ottawa
360 in November. Soar within the auroral
oval for eye-level viewing of the lights on a
private chartered flight, the only experience
of its kind in North America.
Rocky Mountaineer will launch a new set
of Gold Leaf carriages in 2018. New culinary
and adventure-themed packages will also
create new holiday options for guests
wanting to explore and enjoy local dining, or
participate in outdoor activities on the water
and on the mountains.
Disney Cruise Line will sail on two new
itineraries between New York and Quebec
City next year, including stops in several
Canadian ports. The cruise is set to anchor in
sites rich in history and art including Quebec
City, Charlottetown on Prince Edward Island,
St John’s in Newfoundland and Labrador, and
the harbour city of Halifax in Nova Scotia.

DINING

RAW:almond, an annual pop-up
restaurant in Winnipeg, Manitoba, will
hit the ice in January. During this one-ofa-kind dining adventure, you’ll feast on
multi-course meals prepared by some of
North America’s finest chefs, all served in an
elaborate tent on the frozen river.
Fancy getting off the beaten track? At 58°
north latitude near Churchill, Manitoba, you’ll
dine inside the walls of a 300-year-old fort
under the Northern Lights and enjoy a worldclass meal created by one of Canada’s top
chefs. RAW:Churchill takes place from March 2
to 10 March.
The Four Seasons Resort Whistler is
offering a gourmet heli-dining experience
where guests transfer by helicopter to a
glacier for an open-air meal. Sip on cocktails
and savour tailor-made cuisine as you view
the snow-covered backcountry.
■ keepexploring.com.au
aircanada.com.au
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Your Dream

Holiday
IS JUST AROUND
THE CORNER

W

Away from the wilderness and the
beaches, the historic towns through this
region are known for antiques, good food
and history, and there’s no better way to
immerse yourself than a self-drive adventure.
And for a true blue camping experience,
you can choose the popular Britz 4WD
Outback. This new Toyota Hilux has
automatic transmission, making driving a
breeze, and it comfortably sleeps five in the
easy to erect tents.
It’s the perfect choice if you want to set up

AVAILAB

NEW
4WDR
I

LE

NO

TASMANIA. THE Apple Isle. The home of the
Tasmanian Devil. One of the 10 locations in
the Britz Campervan rentals network.
The perfect place to self-drive and
experience the rich history, vast wilderness,
dazzling beaches and the freshest food and
wine imaginable.
It’s no secret that Tasmania has a new
level of sophistication with its cultural and
artistic endeavours and you can experience
it all while enjoying a camping holiday.
Fondly known as ‘Tassie’, you can tick off
the main hot spots during a week-long road
trip or take it easy and travel for weeks on
end through the varied regions.
The east coast featuring Wine Glass Bay
and Bay Of Fires was voted as having some
of the most beautiful beaches in the world.
The west coast and central Tasmania include
small coastal townships and the iconic,
must-stop destination Cradle Mountain.

T

NH A
OB

TICK TASSIE OFF
THE BUCKET LIST

at a camp site, drive and explore the scenic
surrounds then return home. The portable
gas stove, slide-out fridge and all kitchen
equipment supplied enables you to cook the
wonderful Tassie fare out in the open.
Or, if you want to camp, but want the
luxury of a campervan instead of a tent, Britz
has a choice of campervans available to rent.
Your dream holiday is just around the corner,
so book through your travel agent or call
Britz directly.
■ britz.com

The crew at Britz
campers love a great
self-drive adventure,
and Tasmania is the
perfect place to do that.
Check out the great deals available for
the ever-popular 2WD campervans (with
everything that opens and shuts) or grab
yourself a NEW 4WD (under 6 months
old) for a true blue camping experience.
Britz are at conveniently located at
Hobart airport.
Book now for this summer and
tick it off your bucket list.
For further info, contact your preferred
travel agent or call 1800 331 454

ls

Campervan. 4WD. Car Renta

#GoByCamper

BRI0649_Talk-Talk-September-Tassie-List_185wx130h.indd 2
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THE FREEDOM
OF EUROPEAN
LEASING

Travelling in 2018?
There are plenty of Earlybird deals to save you money
on your self-drive holiday! Make sure to book now
before these deals are all gone.
Call 1300 363 500 | Visit www.driveaway.com.au
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Freedom. Comfort. Style.
ARE YOU PLANNING a European holiday

factory with full factory warranty and 24

in 2018? There are plenty of amazing

hour assistance. You’ll have complete peace

destinations to visit, from the sun and surf

of mind whilst travelling in the safety and

in Portugal to the medieval villages of

comfort of your car.

Germany.
Touring Europe in your own car has got

Whether you’re a family or travelling solo,
there will be a Peugeot vehicle to suit your

to be the best way to see it all. Self-drive

needs. Choose from a wide range of vehicles,

holidays give you freedom and flexibility

from diesel models, to compact cars to SUVs.

that tours and holiday packages don’t;

You can collect and return you Peugeot

you can travel at your own pace, explore

vehicle from 28 locations throughout Europe

the roads less travelled and take as many

and what’s more, there are no additional fees

detours as you want.

if the vehicle is collected and/or returned

Leasing a Peugeot vehicle is a fantastic

in France! The car also comes with full
insurance with nil excess to drive throughout
41 countries in Europe and the UK and all

Touring Europe in your
own car has got to be
the best way to see it all.

vehicles come with an in-built GPS.
If you book your Peugeot vehicle for 2018
with DriveAway Holidays now, you can enjoy
15 FREE days on all models, plus 50 per cent
off delivery and return fees*! This offer is
for early birds only, so be quick before this
fantastic offer flies out the window.

option for people wanting to drive around

■ Contact the specialists at DriveAway

Europe for 21 to 175 days. You take

Holidays on 1300 363 500 or visit www.

ownership of a brand new, tax free Peugeot

driveaway.com.au for prices & information.

model of your choice, direct from the

*Terms & conditions apply.

“I am the egg of the world… the first-born, the light of the sky.”
– The Egyptian Book of The Dead

EGYPT REDUX !
Everything old is new again. Right now, the world’s original travel destination is showing signs of a
remarkable resurgence. The latest report from our Cairo office paints an optimistic picture of the country’s
stability and renewed traveller interest. If your clients are ready to book and travel soon, they can still
beat the inevitable return of the crowds and find extraordinary travel experiences at remarkable value.
Abercrombie & Kent has been creating unforgettable journeys through Egypt for more than 30 years, with
our own fleet of luxury small ships plying the Nile, nine local offices and hundreds of A&K staff in Egypt
alone, from security analysts to Egyptologists.

Book A&K’s ‘Treasures of Egypt’ private journey and your clients will save up to $725* (solo travellers) or
$365* per person (twin share) on departures between 1 January and 27 March 2018.
*Terms & Conditions apply.

Visit abercrombiekent.com.au for more information, talk to your travel agent
or call A&K on 1300 851 925

abercrombiekent.com.au

