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OVER 90 YEARS 
OF EXPERTISE

The Globus family of brands have spent the last 90 years crafting the 
finest touring experiences, leaving our guests inspired and ready to 

uncover more of this diverse and remarkable world.
 

Join us in 2019 and make this the time to awaken your inner explorer.

Call 1300 130 134 or visit Globus.com.au & CosmosTours.com.au

180820_GFOB19_TravelTalk_Wrap_210x297mm.indd   2 21/08/2018   4:02 PM



You may fancy seeing the smashing sights in Britain, but we can show 

you the undiscovered places that tell the true stories of its green hills 

and seaside cliffs. Rather than stand in line at the usual sites, it’s your 

time to tour Britain’s less-travelled carriageways. From winding paths 

to windswept cliffs, we invite you to discover Britain’s authentic places 

beyond the London Bridge with a selection of travel styles to see Britain in 

a new way. Discover destinations you might not yet know about, or places 

you wouldn’t think of visiting on your own. Say, “Cheerio,” to typical tours 

for a better, brilliant way to see true life in England, Scotland, and Wales.

 2019 tours are out now with incredible earlybird deals!

*Terms & Conditions apply. See website for details. *Terms & Conditions apply. See website for details.

UNDISCOVERED BRITAIN

Call 1300 130 134 or visit Globus.com.au

Superior hotels  •  Deluxe coaches with WiFi  •  Immersive experiences  •  Expert tour directors  •  Regional cuisine Comfy hotels  |  Coach with Wi-Fi  |  Knowledgeable guides  |  Must-see sights  |  Plenty of free time

On a Cosmos tour be blown away by how simple touring has been 

made so special. All your essentials are taken care of – comfortable 

accommodation, transport, and visits to the must-see sights – so you can 

focus on living life to the full. Plus, our fun-filled Tour Directors and Local 

Guides know the ins and outs of every city and will bring each place to 

life. This leaves you with all the freedom and flexibility to immerse your 

imagination and start checking things off your bucket list!

 2019 tours start from only $133 per day!

Call 1300 130 134 or visit Cosmostours.com.au

Special made easy

Dunrobin Castle, Scotland Big Ben, London
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NEWStalk

NEW RESEARCH has indicated that the vast majority of consumers care 
about accredited travel agents.

Commissioned by the Australian Federation of Travel Agents (AFTA) 
and conducted by FiftyFive5, the study found that more than four in five 
(82 per cent) Aussie international travellers were actively looking to book 
with an AFTA Travel Accreditation Scheme (ATAS) accredited travel agent.

“In the research, consumers clearly told us that they want to know 
when a business is accredited,” said Jayson Westbury, CEO of AFTA.

“Sixty per cent of all respondents said that ATAS is relevant to their 
travel plans and more than half of all travellers worry when a business 
fails to articulate their accredited status.

“This is in line with the calls AFTA takes on a daily basis where 
consumers are validating if a business is accredited or not.”

With ATAS playing such a vital role in where consumers book their 
travel, Mr Westbury said agents needed to be more vocal than they 
currently are in promoting their accreditation.

The AFTA boss said one in three (34 per cent) overseas-bound 
travellers were talking to agents, but many weren’t booking through 
them. And he suggests this may have something to do with only four 
per cent of members discussing ATAS with their clients.

“The research says travel agents are missing out on business by not 
telling the consumer they are accredited,” said Westbury.  

“Four per cent of members discussing ATAS is not enough, we need 
everyone working together. Think how wide and deep and powerful 
our message would be if all 3,000 travel agent locations right across 
Australia shared the ‘ATAS’ message.”

AFTA is presently undertaking an industry-wide campaign to help 
ATAS agents realise the value of their accreditation and the importance 
of talking about the scheme with their clients more often.

A NEW study has thrown a question mark on our 
laid-back reputation, with 65 per cent of Aussies 
struggling to get a good night’s sleep on holiday.

Princess Cruises’ 2018 Global Relaxation Report 
compared the sleep and relaxation habits of 12,000 
people across 12 countries, with Australians ranking 
as the third most sleep deprived, behind the UK and 
Singapore.

Apart from those who struggle to sleep on holiday, 
67 per cent of the Aussies surveyed reported they 
experienced “holiday-dampening” sleep-related side 
effects when they travelled, including disturbed 
sleep, insomnia and early waking.

 “Working out while on holiday, keeping a 
consistent bedtime, and reducing alcohol intake 
before going to sleep will help you get a great night’s 
sleep,” said Dr Michael Breus, a world-renowned sleep 
expert.

Top tips for a travel snooze

AUSSIES GIVING AGENTS 
ACCREDIT WHERE IT’S DUEHow to keep  

your pet ‘appy
NEW AUSTRALIAN technology is helping  
take the stress out of caring for your pets  
while on holiday.

App-based mobile vet booking service Pawssum provides 
veterinarians to your home – or your pet sitter’s home – on 
demand, offering peace of mind when you go on holiday.

 “One of the biggest worries for owners when their fur 
babies are left with a sitter while they travel is what will 
happen if their pet gets sick while they’re so far away,” said 
Guy Sharabi, Founder of Pawssum.

“Owners can also track their pet’s progress by checking 
the app for vet updates rather than having to call a clinic 
while travelling.”
■ pawssum.com.au
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IT PROBABLY won’t surprise you to learn that 
many Aussies are using office hours to plan 
their next dream holiday.

According to a survey by leading travel 
search engine KAYAK.com.au, some 56 per 
cent of us planned our trips during the 
standard weekday work hours of 9am to 
6pm. 

During the work day, the peak hours 
for travel searches occur just after 2pm, 
suggesting that perhaps Aussies are inspired 
by their lunchtime conversations, or they 
simply aren’t quite ready to return to the 
reality of work.

KAYAK’s data also reveals the top 
destinations Australian travellers are 
browsing, with perennial favourites Bali, 
London and Sydney ranking as their top 
three choices. 

For Sydneysiders, London, Melbourne 
and Bali are the most popular destinations, 
but Melburnians don’t have the same 
enthusiasm for Sydney, with Bali, London 
and Los Angeles making up their top 
three.

To give Aussies something to dream 
about at work, KAYAK has just launched 
Desktop Escape. The free desktop app 
provides inspirational imagery from more 
than 90 destinations across the world.

“Desktop Escape is a great desktop 
application for providing travel inspiration, 
helping make a dream ‘escape’ into a reality,” 
said Robin Chang, KAYAK’s Country Head of 
Australia and New Zealand.
■ kayak.com.auCONGRATULATIONS!

WE HAD a fantastic response to our recent competition to win a stay at Mantarays 
Ningaloo Beach Resort in Exmouth in Western Australia.

Congratulations to our winner, Kristen Rankin from Flight Centre in Morayfield in 
Queensland. Kristen wins five night’s accommodation for two people in a one-bedroom 
bungalow and full breakfast in Mantaray’s restaurant each morning.  

EVERYONE HERE at Traveltalk is passionate 
about what we do and knows how 
fortunate we are to work in such a 
generous and caring industry.

Whether it is disaster relief abroad or 
helping Aussie farmers, members of the 
travel community are always among the 
first to lend a hand or organise a fund-
raising event.

That’s why we’ve decided to make a 
donation to The Penguin Foundation 
in Victoria, which raises funds to 
protect and enhance Phillip Island’s 
natural environment through research, 
conservation and education programs.

We’ve decided to join the organisation’s 
‘Adopt a Penguin’ project, which is working 
to preserve and protect Little penguins, 
the smallest of all the species. 

The Little penguin colony on Phillip 
Island are wild birds, spending 80 per 
cent of their lives at sea swimming and 
foraging for food. Human impacts such as 

introduced predators, over exploitation 
of marine ecosystems, oil spills, marine 
pollution and climate change can be 
dangerous to little penguins and their 
ecosystem.

But we need help naming the little 
fella and as we consider you part of the 
Traveltalk family, it would be great to get 
your input. 

We’re giving away a family 4 Parks Pass 
to Penguin Island Nature Park to whoever 
chooses the best name for the little guy. 

For details and to enter, head to our 
website (traveltalkmag.com.au)

And if you’re ever down in Philip Island, 
pop in and say hello and learn more about 
this vital conservation work.
■ penguin foundation.org.au

Name our little 
penguin and  win!

We’re all working hard… 
on our next holiday
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TOY STORY Land at Walt Disney World Resort 
transports guests of all ages back into the 
whimsical world of a child’s imagination. It 
has been inspired by the hugely popular Toy 
Story films from Pixar Animation Studios. 

Sited at Disney’s Hollywood Studios, it 
sees Woody, Jessie, Buzz Lightyear, Slinky 
Dog, Green Army Men and other characters 
from the films come to life in the outdoor 
setting of Andy’s backyard. 

Toy Story Land includes two new 
attractions and a new entrance. Guests can 
hop on Slinky Dog for a family-friendly roller 

coaster ride or take a spin with the little 
green aliens from Pizza Planet.

A world of toys surrounds visitors, 
including giant building blocks, Tinkertoys, 
yo-yos, board game pieces, dominoes, 
Scrabble tiles and even a giant roller coaster 
set. There are also Crayola crayons, a Rubik’s 
Cube and other nostalgic toys and games 
to play on. A balsa wood glider, a barrel of 
monkeys, giant playing cards and jacks add 
to the visual tapestry of the new land.

Standing more than six metres tall, Sheriff 
Woody welcomes all to Toy Story Land by 
jauntily leaning on a tall assemblage of 
colorful wooden blocks, tipping his wide-
brimmed hat to guests while holding on to 
his trusty lasso.

“With set pieces, staging, attractions 
and experiences, Toy Story Land represents 
the best of Walt Disney Imagineering’s 
collaboration with our storytelling partners 
at Pixar Animation Studios,” said Bob Chapek, 

BOOK IT NOW

Here, we take a look at the latest multi-million dollar 
attraction that has just opened at Walt Disney World 
Resort in Florida.

Chairman of Disney Parks, Experiences and 
Consumer Products. 

“This new land will place guests inside 
the wondrous world of Woody, Buzz 
and their pals – and invite everyone to 
experience the joy of being a toy.”

Toy Story Land is part of a multi-year 
reimagining of Disney’s Hollywood Studios 
and the largest expansion in the theme 
park’s history. 

Next year will see the premiere of Star 
Wars: Galaxy’s Edge. This new five-hectare 
land will allow guests to visit Black Spire 
Outpost, a remote trading port on the edge 
of wild space, where Star Wars characters 
and their stories come to life, and where 
guests will find themselves in the middle of 
the action. 

Also coming in 2019 is Mickey & Minnie’s 
Runaway Railway. The first Mickey-themed 
ride-through attraction in Disney Parks’ 
history will feature new technology, 
dazzling visual effects and mind-boggling 
transformations that put guests in the 
wacky and unpredictable world of a Mickey 
Mouse cartoon short. 
■ disneyworld.disney.go.com

pSLINKY DOG DASH is inspired by the classic 1940s 
American toy. In each 18-passenger coaster train, riders zip 
around and above Toy Story Land, catching great vistas of all 
the new land has to offer.

In a first for a Disney coaster, Slinky Dog Dash features a 
second launch at its midpoint as riders experience cool sound 
effects and spinning lights, darting through a series of rings 
on their way to the attraction’s finale featuring Wheezy, the 
squeaky penguin from the Toy Story films.

uALIEN SWIRLING SAUCERS sees the little green 
aliens from Toy Story swirl about in toy rocket ships with guests 
in tow, while ‘The Claw’ hangs overhead. Two sets of 11 saucer/
rocket ship pairings spin guests through a multi-coloured 
galaxy to a raucous, energetic musical beat.

THE JOYS OF TOYS

Pictures courtesy Disney



*CONDITIONS APPLY. Agents may charge service fees and/or fees for card payments which vary. A fee will apply for payments made by debit and credit cards. Please check this fee with us or your travel consultant when booking. Conditions apply. Valid for sale 1 Sep – 30 Sep 18 unless sold out prior. Prices 
are per person twin share, unless otherwise stated. Prices correct as at 20 Aug 18 but may fluctuate if surcharges, fees, taxes or currency change. All savings are included in the advertised price. Offers may be withdrawn without notice and are not combinable with any other offers unless stated. Please check 
all prices availability and other information before booking. Late check-out is subject to availability, unless otherwise specified. Seasonal surcharges & blackout dates may apply depending on date of travel. Airfares not included. #Maximum one credit, per adult. Credit is not combineable, non-transferable, 
non-refundable and any unused credit cannot be redeemed for cash. +$7* per person enironmental charge is required at time of booking, including FOC kids. ^You must be a member of the Qantas Frequent Flyer program to earn Qantas Points. A joining fee may apply. Membership and Qantas Points are 
subject to the Terms and Conditions of the Qantas Frequent Flyer program. Qantas Points will only be earned on packages that include Qantas or Jetstar flights with a QF or JQ flight number which must be provided with the booking. Bookings must be made through the Sunlover Holidays Call Centre and the 
Qantas Frequent Flyer number must be quoted at the time of booking. Qantas Points will not be earned for cancelled bookings. Packages must include air and land components. The Sunlover Holidays booking terms and conditions apply, available at https://www.sunloverholidays.com. au/terms_conds.php. 
For more information on conditions and travel dates, visit https://www.sunloverholidays.com.au or call your Travel Agent. ¿ Self-rated accommodation ¯ half rating. Sunlover Holidays is operated by Sunlover Holidays Pty Ltd, an AOT Group Company. ABN 24 113 463 415.

CAIRNS FAMILY ESCAPE
• 6 NIGHTS at The Lakes Cairns in a 2 Bedroom Apartment 
¿¿¿¿¯

• FULL DAY Marine World Outer Reef Cruise ex Jetty+ 
includes all snorkelling equipment, glass bottom boat tour, 
hot/cold buffet lunch plus morning and afternoon tea

• 1 DAY General Admission to Cairns Aquarium

EXCLUSIVE:
• Includes 3 FREE nights
• Up to 2 Kids (11 and under) go FREE

LUXURY PALM COVE
• 4 NIGHTS at Alamanda Palm Cove by Lancemore  

in a 1 Bedroom Pool View Suite ¿¿¿¿¿
• Includes 1 FREE night
• FREE $25 spa credit#

• FREE bottle of sparkling wine on arrival
• FREE late check-out of 1pm (subject to availability)
• Return private car transfers from Cairns airport to hotel

Save
$473*
per couple

Valid for travel 15 Oct - 19 Dec 18,  
11 Jan - 31 Mar 19. Add an extra  
$120* per family for travel 7-13 Oct 18.

Valid for travel 15 Oct - 21 Dec 18, 
7 Jan - 31 Mar 19.

6 Nights 
from

$1,325*
PER FAMILY

based on 2 adults & 2 children (11yrs & under) sharing

4 Nights 
from

$649*PER PERSON 
TWIN SHARE

Qantas Frequent Flyers can earn 1 point^ per AU$1 spent on Sunlover Holidays  
packages when combined with a Qantas or Jetstar Airfare.

Save
$1,072*

per family

1300 665 060Click, call or see your preferred Travel Agent  
sunloverholidays.com.au

ON SALE UNTIL 30 SEPTEMBER 2018

SL_QueenslandEscapes_TT_PRESS_D3.indd   1 22/8/18   2:08 pm
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BOOK IT NOW

AUSTRALIAN-BASED Majestic Whale 
Encounters is offering savings on a unique 
adventure experience in Norway.

Travellers can spot and swim with 
humpbacks and orcas on a nine-night cruise 
that also includes opportunities to meet the 
Arctic’s indigenous people and witness the 
Northern Lights.

The tour is available for two dates in 2019 
– November 16 and 22 – and Aussies can 
save up to $600 per couple by booking by 
October 1.

Led by renowned Scottish photographer 
and conservationist, Grant Thomas, the 
expedition includes a six-night cruise along 
Norway’s wild coastline and three nights in 
boutique cabins. Guests will sail aboard the 
16-passenger MS Stronstad, an expedition 
vessel with hot tubs and central heating.

The round-trip cruise from Tromso along 
fjords lined by snow-capped mountains 

offers guests the opportunity to see 
humpbacks, finn and minke whales, puffins, 
bearded seals and deer. 

With the protection of a wet suit, you’ll 
also have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
to swim with the resident, herring-eating 
orcas.

“Swimming with orcas is an unforgettable 
experience,” said Carmen Ellis, Managing 
Director, Majestic Whale Encounters. 

“Nothing is more humbling than sharing 
the underwater world with these highly 
intelligent, highly social mammals who grow 
up to 10metres in length. We aim to run our 
trip with maximum interaction and minimal 
impact and we feel very honoured to share 
in this experience.”

If booked by October 1, the 10-day cruise 
tour is available from $8,100 per person 
twin share.
■ majesticwhaleencounters.com.au

BACK-ROADS Touring has unveiled its 2019 
brochure, offering guests early bird savings 
on selected European tours.

Couples can save up to $1,339 on deals 
available now until November 30. Offers 
are available on some of Back-Roads’ most 
popular tours, such as ‘Slow Foods of Puglia’ 
and ‘Highlights of Northern Spain’.

The brochure also contains nine 
improved itineraries and two new tours. 
These are ‘Journey through Germany’ 
exploring Bavaria, the Black Forest and the 
famous Romantic Road, a history-inspired 
yet modern travel route built in 1950 to 
encourage tourism in the area after the war. 

Meanwhile the ‘Essence of Austria’ 
tour features traditional cider tasting, a 
fish smoking demonstration and a visit 
to Hitler’s notorious Eagle’s Nest base in 
Berchtesgaden.

Whale be seeing you in Norway

“We are always working to improve our 
products and make them the best they can 
be, therefore the new and revised tours are a 
direct reflection of what our customers have 
asked for,” said Dennis Basham, Back-Roads 
Touring Country Manager APAC.

“This includes more hands-on cultural 
experiences, culinary discoveries and less 
time spent on the bus.

“In line with the launch of our new 
brochure, the significant early bird savings 
make a European or UK getaway with Back-
Roads all too enticing to pass up.”

The two new additions to Back-Roads’ 
existing tour offerings brings the company’s 
range to 52 itineraries throughout Europe, 
the UK and Asia.

“From legendary mountain passes and 
moving battlefield discoveries, to the 
century-old monasteries and cathedrals of 

Sicily, we pride ourselves on offering truly 
unforgettable holiday experiences for the 
mature traveller.

“If you have ever wanted to experience 
the distinctive Back-Roads Touring difference 
of unique, off-the-beaten-track destinations 
and authentic local experiences, now is the 
time.”
■ backroadstouring.com

SAVINGS  
ARE BACK ON  
EUROPE TOURS

 Touring through vineyards in France. 
Below: Germany
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BOOK IT NOW: Advertorial

Interlaken – Jungfrau Region
Settled between two beautiful lakes, 

Interlaken is one of the most popular 
cities in Switzerland and offers the perfect 
combination of beautiful landscapes and 
outdoor activities. 

In the cooler months, Interlaken becomes 
a winter wonderland of fresh powder with 
endless activities offered both above and 
below ground. For those wanting to explore 
above ground, Interlaken is the hub for more 
than 45 mountain railways, cable cars, chair 
lifts and ski lifts. 

If you enjoy hiking, lace up your hiking 
boots and explore some of the many 
walking trails. Below ground, explore 

Winter 
dreams

kilometres of stalagmites and waterfalls in 
the limestone St Beatus Caves. Experience 
the area with Tempo’s four-day ‘Taste of 
Interlaken’ rail journey. 

Zermatt - Matterhorn
Discover the majestic Matterhorn, 

intertwined with Switzerland, which is one 
of the most photographed mountains in the 
world. 

From the picturesque village of Zermatt, 
you can take the highest cable car in 
Europe to 3,820-metres above sea level to 
the summit station of Klein-Matterhorn. 
From here you can take in awe-inspiring 
panoramic views of the highest mountains 
in Italy, France and Switzerland. 

Magical moments 
Tempo Holidays has a range of holiday 

packages to help you explore Switzerland 
in winter, such as their three-day ‘Glacier 
Express’ where you can experience the 
glamour and the dramatic beauty of the 
Swiss Alps on this unforgettable rail journey.

Be inspired by the stunning surroundings 
and spend some time in the winter air where 
there are plenty of ski resorts with natural 
snow and scenic cable cars to take in the 
views from some of the magnificent peaks.
■ tempoholidays.com

SWITZERLAND IS known for its quality of life, 
stunning scenery and winter wonderlands. 
It is the perfect place to visit in the cooler 
months with plenty of things to do. 

Spend your time in luxurious resorts, head 
out into the snow or visit the mountains, lakes 
and valleys. With four official languages and a 
rich culture there is always something to enjoy 
in Switzerland. 

Andermatt

UNCOVER  
SWITZERLAND

Contact us on 1300 362 844 or res@tempoholidays.com | tempoholidays.com
*Conditions apply. See tempoholidays.com for full terms and conditions. 

Be inspired by stunning scenery, fairy-tale villages and awe-inspiring train journeys. 

BERNINA EXPRESS
4 DAYS | Lugano – St Moritz

Cross the magical Bernina 
Pass and experience the 
beauty of Lake Lugano and 
Lake Como.

FROM  
$815*

per person

CHRISTMAS MARKETS 
IN LUCERNE
3 DAYS | Zurich – Zurich 

Travel by rail to the 
picturesque Lucerne and 
meander through the festively 
decorated Christmas markets.

FROM  
$805*

per person

GLACIER EXPRESS
3 DAYS | St Moritz – Zermatt

Cross dramatic bridges, 
uncover ancient mountain 
villages and see incredible 
mountain views.

per personFROM  
$779*
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2-NIGHT
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EXTENSION

VIKINGCRUISES.COM.AU |  138 747 |  SEE YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT

NO K IDS |  NO CASINOS |  VOTED WORLD’S BEST

CHOICE OF 8 DIN ING VENUES |  PREMIUM BEVER AGES |  24 -HOUR ROOM SERV ICE

NORDIC SPA FACIL IT IES |  ENRICHING CULTURE |  WI - F I  AND GR ATUIT IES

YOUR OWN PRIVATE VER ANDA |  SHORE EXCURSIONS

ENJOY, IT ’S ALL INCLUDED

CRUISERS’ CHOICE

2017
Viking Star

Best Small-Mid Size Ship: Cabins, 
Dining, Value and First Timers

NORTH PACIFIC PASSAGE
23 DAYS | TOKYO — VANCOUVER or vice versa

SET SAIL AUG 2019; MAY 2020
FROM $12,195 PER PERSON

INTO THE MIDNIGHT SUN
15 DAYS | BERGEN — LONDON or vice versa

SET SAIL JUN – JUL 2019 & 2020
FROM $9,595 PER PERSON

EMPIRES OF THE MEDITERRANEAN
10 DAYS | VENICE — ATHENS or vice versa

SET SAIL JUL, OCT 2019 | APR – SEP 2020
FROM $5,795 PER PERSON

FREE  
UPGRADE

WITHIN 
STATEROOM
CATEGORY

FREE  
UPGRADE

WITHIN 
STATEROOM
CATEGORY

*Prices are per person, in Australian dollars, based on double occupancy and correct at time of printing. Prices based on the following 2020 departures: Empires of the Mediterranean 6 April in DV6; Into the 
Midnight Sun 8 June in V2; and North Pacif ic Passage 15 May in V2. Prices include all advertised discounts. Free cabin upgrade is to the next available stateroom category. City extension must be taken in 
conjunction with cruise itinerary. Valid on new bookings only, on selected departures and subject to availability. Must book by 30 November 2018 unless sold out prior. For more details visit vikingcruises.com.au

A glimpse into the World of Viking reveals inspiring itineraries in some of 
the world’s most captivating and fascinating locations. We have the world 
covered with cruises to Scandinavia, Asia, North and South America, 
Caribbean, Australia and New Zealand.

Our award-winning ships are among the world’s best and are exceptional 
in every way. With included guided tours, a choice of eight dining venues, 
spa facilities and more, a Viking cruise is a journey of discovery.

We’ve curated a range of offers with hand–picked itineraries that’ll take 
you on a delightful journey, visiting hidden treasures that few seldom see.  
We look forward to bringing you closer to the cultures of the world.

Offers end 30 November 2018, unless sold out prior.

CRUISE SALE
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CHOICE OF 8 DIN ING VENUES |  PREMIUM BEVER AGES |  24 -HOUR ROOM SERV ICE

NORDIC SPA FACIL IT IES |  ENRICHING CULTURE |  WI - F I  AND GR ATUIT IES

YOUR OWN PRIVATE VER ANDA |  SHORE EXCURSIONS

ENJOY, IT ’S ALL INCLUDED

CRUISERS’ CHOICE

2017
Viking Star

Best Small-Mid Size Ship: Cabins, 
Dining, Value and First Timers

NORTH PACIFIC PASSAGE
23 DAYS | TOKYO — VANCOUVER or vice versa

SET SAIL AUG 2019; MAY 2020
FROM $12,195 PER PERSON

INTO THE MIDNIGHT SUN
15 DAYS | BERGEN — LONDON or vice versa

SET SAIL JUN – JUL 2019 & 2020
FROM $9,595 PER PERSON

EMPIRES OF THE MEDITERRANEAN
10 DAYS | VENICE — ATHENS or vice versa

SET SAIL JUL, OCT 2019 | APR – SEP 2020
FROM $5,795 PER PERSON

FREE  
UPGRADE

WITHIN 
STATEROOM
CATEGORY

FREE  
UPGRADE

WITHIN 
STATEROOM
CATEGORY

*Prices are per person, in Australian dollars, based on double occupancy and correct at time of printing. Prices based on the following 2020 departures: Empires of the Mediterranean 6 April in DV6; Into the 
Midnight Sun 8 June in V2; and North Pacif ic Passage 15 May in V2. Prices include all advertised discounts. Free cabin upgrade is to the next available stateroom category. City extension must be taken in 
conjunction with cruise itinerary. Valid on new bookings only, on selected departures and subject to availability. Must book by 30 November 2018 unless sold out prior. For more details visit vikingcruises.com.au

A glimpse into the World of Viking reveals inspiring itineraries in some of 
the world’s most captivating and fascinating locations. We have the world 
covered with cruises to Scandinavia, Asia, North and South America, 
Caribbean, Australia and New Zealand.

Our award-winning ships are among the world’s best and are exceptional 
in every way. With included guided tours, a choice of eight dining venues, 
spa facilities and more, a Viking cruise is a journey of discovery.

We’ve curated a range of offers with hand–picked itineraries that’ll take 
you on a delightful journey, visiting hidden treasures that few seldom see.  
We look forward to bringing you closer to the cultures of the world.

Offers end 30 November 2018, unless sold out prior.

CRUISE SALE



14   |   W W W . T R A V E L T A L K M A G . C O M . A U

MY FIRST visit to Italy was an unmitigated 
disaster. 

Like the plot for a really bad road movie, it 
involved a day trip to the Italian Grand Prix, 
way too much corporate hospitality and a 
frantic taxi ride to the airport to make my 
flight home… only to discover I was at the 
wrong airport!

Fortunately, my recent visit was plain 
sailing, thanks to an eight-day voyage 
aboard Viking Orion, the fifth vessel in the 
company’s ever-expanding ocean fleet. My 
wife and I were invited to experience the 
‘Italian Sojourn’ itinerary, sailing from Venice 
to Rome, with plenty of interesting and 
unusual stops along the way.

THE VOYAGE
Venice and Rome are two of the great 

cities of the world, likely to be on the bucket 
list of most ardent travellers. To be able to 
bookend a relaxing cruise with time in both 
of these remarkable destinations meant the 
itinerary was off to a promising start before 
we’d even left home.

Venice was everything I’d expected and 
yet so much more. Like most visitors, we 
made St Mark’s Square our starting point, 
taking advantage of some local knowledge 
to arrive early. With many of the buildings 
in the square undergoing renovation, the 
ambiance was a little underwhelming, but 

that certainly wasn’t the case when we began 
exploring the interior.

The city was a delightful mish-mash of 
alleyways, canals and bridges. I felt like one of 
those laboratory mice trying to make its way 
through an elaborate maze to find the cheese. 

The smell from the coffee shops, cafes 
and bakeries was intoxicating and the 
kaleidoscope of colours in the shop windows 
simply dazzling. Italians do two things 
really well – eat and dress – and Venice 
offers devotees of both disciplines plenty of 
opportunity and choice. 

Here you can shop for handbags, shoes, 
clothing and jewellery, or simply sit and 
have a coffee and a tasty cannoli while the 
world sails by, usually on a gondola. Contrary 
to popular belief, Venice is not smelly or 
hideously overpriced, although it can get a 
little crowded in peak season.  

While Venice has been popular for 
centuries, Croatia is a relative newcomer 
to the ‘must-see’ destination charts. Yet its 
impact has been swift and significant, now 

A LIKING  
FOR VIKING
Traveltalk’s JON UNDERWOOD was invited aboard 
Viking Orion, the company’s latest ocean going 
ship, on a sailing from Venice to Rome.

CRUISEtalk: Review

Above left: Vatican City. 
Above Right: St Mark’s 
Square. Below: The 
Colosseum
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Lake Pukaki

rated among the hottest spots in world travel.
Sibenik is the oldest Croatian city 

on the Dalmatian Coast and a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. We docked within 
walking distance of the city centre and 
spent a delightful afternoon exploring the 
cobblestone streets, historic buildings and 
churches, including the Cathedral of St 
James, described as the most important 
Renaissance structure in the country.

Viking offered a comprehensive yet varied 
assortment of optional shore excursions so 
we also paid up to visit the Krka National 
Park, famous for its waterfalls and more than 
1,000 species of native flora and fauna. Here 
you’ll spot figs, blue dragonflies and trout – 
to name but a few – as you wander around 
the specially constructed boardwalk trail.

The second stop on our excursion was the 
delightful little town of Skradin, which received 
global exposure recently following the 
patronage of Microsoft owner Bill Gates. It was 
easy to see the town’s appeal for the billionaire, 
who could wander the tiny streets and stop for 
a coffee or lunch at one of the many little bars 
and restaurants… all in total anonymity.

Returning to the Italian mainland, Orion 
headed south to Bari and then Crotone, 
where we enjoyed another immersive 
excursion, this time to the family-run 
Ceraudo Winery. It was the first property 
in the region to go organic, largely due 
to an accident that almost cost the family 
patriarch his life. 

Roberto Ceraudo was accidentally 
poisoned by the pesticides he was using 
and was in intensive care for some time. 
Thankfully he made a full recovery, but 
pesticides are now banned… and his wines 
and olive oil are so much tastier for it. Guests 
get a tour of the winery, a tractor ride 
through the vines and (most importantly) a 
tasting – the Grisara is delicious!

Left to right: The narrow alleyways of 
Sibenik in Croatia; the waterfalls of 
Krka National Park; shopping for Italian 
provisions in Naples

A stop at Messina in Sicily follows before 
the ship heads north for Naples, which 
puts Pompeii within striking distance. It’s 
remarkable to think that some 30 per cent of 
this historic city is still buried following the 
eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79AD, or that 
some 900,000 people still live in the shadow 
of this active volcano. The petrified remains 
of some of the 20,000 citizens who were 
living here at the time provided a sobering 
reminder of the power of nature.

Fans of Monty Python would have 
chuckled as our guide rattled off all the 
things the Romans invented back in the 
day – street lighting, drainage, under floor 
heating, even using urine to remove stains 
on clothes. 

And so to our final stop in Rome, which in 
the middle of summer is chaotic, crowded, 
noisy and really, really hot. A total contrast 
to the quaint little canals of Venice, this is a 
sprawling metropolis that leaves you open-
mouthed at almost every turn. It’s one of the 
few cities I’ve visited where I wished that a 
time machine came with the tourist map. 

Best advice here is to spend an hour 

on the Hop On, Hop Off bus getting your 
bearings and working out where all the 
good stuff is. Then just head off on foot 
for deeper exploration, whether it’s to the 
majestic Colosseum, Vatican City or the Trevi 
Fountain, which was much bigger than I’d 
expected and featured such attention to 
detail that it almost defied belief.

Yet amid all this historical grandeur, it’s 
still possible to connect with Rome on a 
personal level. We were having dinner at one 
of the many well-priced restaurants fronting 
the Pantheon when the unmistakable sound 
of Puccini suddenly filled the square. 

As a popular aria from Tosca soared into 
the hot summer air, the usual cacophonous 
tourist hubbub fell silent. It was a spine-
tingling moment. Surely the phrase “when in 
Rome…” had never been more appropriate.

Ceraudo Winery
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THE SHIP
There are three little words that can turn a 

good cruise ship into a great cruise ship.
No, it’s not ‘unlimited beverage package’. 

It’s ‘attention to detail’.
Aboard Viking Orion, the ATD is off the 

nautical charts. From leather handrails to 
intricate tapestries to splendid artworks 
scattered around the ship, everything has 
been scrutinised to the Nth degree. 

The first thing you notice once aboard 
is how light and spacious the interior feels, 
testament to the modern, Scandinavian 
design. Having only just been launched, 
Orion still has that ‘new ship’ smell and 
the furniture and fittings are in pristine 
condition. The absence of children (under 
18) and gaudy casinos only adds to the 
overall sense of calm and comfort. 

To my mind, a cabin must really address 
the three b’s: the bed, the bathroom and 
the balcony. Here, Orion ticked all the boxes, 
with our penthouse verandah offering a 
king size bed, replete with luxury linens 
and pillows, a large bathroom with power 
shower and heated floor, and a spacious 
balcony to watch the world sail by.

Our cabin also had some innovative 
touches, including handy bedside dimmer 
switches and charging ports, and a pop up 
dressing table mirror that allowed my wife to 
primp and preen without having to perform 
circus-style contortions in the bathroom. 
Once unpacked, our suitcases disappeared 
beneath the bed and there were oodles of 
storage options throughout the cabin.

Dining options were plentiful, from 
the convenience of the World Café to the 
specialty cuisine of Manfredi’s and The Chef’s 
Table. There was a spa, fitness centre, large 
theatre, sports deck, pools and an Explorers’ 
Lounge that came complete with its own 
planetarium, a nod to Orion’s Godmother, 
former NASA astronaut Dr Anna Fisher.

Although the ship was at full capacity, at 
no time did we feel crowded or were forced 

to queue for long periods just to get fed. 
There was plenty of space around the pool 
or areas to just sit and read, and we made 
plenty of new friends from all around the 
world, who all seemed to be having the time 
of their lives.

Final word must go to the crew, who 
were superb throughout. Attentive and 
knowledgeable, they were always willing to 
help out and soon learned the important 
stuff, like what kind of wine we liked (note: 
for those who do like a tipple, I would 
thoroughly recommend purchasing the 
silver drink package).

THE VERDICT
It was definitely a struggle to say goodbye 

to Viking Orion. We’d covered a huge amount 
of the Mediterranean and Aegean in a 
relatively short space of time, seen some of 
the world’s greatest landmarks and enjoyed 
the camaraderie of our fellow travellers and 
the crew. 

This was my first real ocean cruise and the 
bar has been set pretty high. Viking won’t 
call it luxury, but this is cruising with a capital 
L. So if you’ve always wanted to sample la 
dolce vita in style, Orion could just be the star 
you’ve wished for.
Pictures by Jon Underwood.
■ vikingcruises.com.au

The eight-day ‘Italian 
Sojourn’ is priced from 
$ 4,095 per person and 
departs from either 
Venice or Rome. The 
930-passenger Viking 

Orion will be arriving in Australia in 
December for six sold-out journeys 
over three months. However, sailings 
in the 2019/2020 season are still 
available, priced from $8,995 per 
person. 
■ vikingcruises.com.au

Naples

Left: Arriving into 
Sibenik. Right: the 
Explorers Lounge

You’ll eat well wherever 
you go in Italy



CRUISEtalk

PONANT HAVE just released their Latin America 
& the Caribbean brochure featuring new 
itineraries covering 26 different countries.

The 72-page brochure includes ports of 
call enabling access to 18 UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites. Designed to cover the cruising 
season from November 2019 to April 2020, 
it offers a selection of polar and tropical 
expeditions as well as luxury cruises, varying 
from seven to 13 nights.

A total of 31itineraries, many featuring 
PONANT’s new Explorer ships Le Champlain 
and Le Dumont-d’Urville, explore coastlines 
and islands from Miami to Ushuaia, with 
an emphasis on cultural discoveries and 
encounters with local populations.  

Guests can also probe the Orinoco and meet 
the remote Warao people, or discover vestiges 
of pre-Columbian civilisations and the rich 
architectural heritage of the colonial period. 

Transit the famed Panama Canal, visit 
ancient Mayan sites such as the pyramids of 
Tikal, relax in the Lesser Antilles, or wonder 
at glacial Chilean fjords, all in the refined 
comfort of the latest-generation small luxury 
expedition ships.

Meanwhile PONANT and National 
Geographic Expeditions have announced 
a new strategic partnership to create an 
extensive range of co-branded, luxury 
expedition cruises. 

Targeting customers in Australia, the two 
companies will run 130 itineraries over the 
next four years, with prices starting from 
$4,730 per person. Passenger numbers will 
range from 180 to 240 and core destinations 
will be the Antarctic and Arctic, which will 
be complemented by a range of global 
expeditions covering all continents.
■ au.ponant.com

SILVERSEA EXPEDITIONS is celebrating its 10th anniversary with the introduction of its 
first crossing of the Northeast Passage – a remote cruising route above the Arctic Circle. 

Few cruise ships have transited the passage, which follows the extreme coastlines 
of Asia and Europe and has long enjoyed a fabled reputation among seafarers.

The intimate, all-suite Silver Explorer will set sail on August 10, 2019, travelling from 
Alaska to Norway on a 25-day voyage. The ice-class expedition ship will cover 

5,019 nautical miles of dramatic seascapes and untamed wilderness.
The journey will encompass the UNESCO World Heritage Site of 
Wrangel Island, where polar bears and walruses roam and migratory 

birds nest, and Champ Island, known for the large and mysterious 
stone spheres that dot its otherworldly landscape.
■ silversea.com

TAKE THE PASSAGE TO ADVENTURE

Explorers are just  
spoilt for choices

The Panama Canal. 
Picture courtesy PONANT/
Phillip Plisson

SALES NOW OPEN ON 2020 ARCTIC EXPEDITIONS
Give your clients an adventure of discovery in the Great White North 
allowing them the chance to get close to wildlife, towering icebergs 
and majestic fjords. With over 20 years of polar expedition experience, 
PONANT offers the world’s youngest fleet of ice-rated small luxury 
expedition ships. Accompanied by an experienced Expedition Team 
your clients will be escorted on Zodiac® outings providing opportunities 
to venture ashore and gain access to prime locations to observe Arctic 
wildlife. Your clients could also visit remote Inuit villages in Greenland  
or explore the Norwegian Fjords on one of our new itineraries.

Book now to save up to 30%* on 2020 Arctic Luxury Expeditions.
THE BEST OF SPITSBERGEN: Departs May, June & July 2020. 7 nights from $9,620 pp* 
ALASKA & ITS FUR TRADERS: Departs 19th September 2020. 14 nights from $12,190 pp* 
GREENLAND OF GREAT EXPLORERS: Departs 25th June 2020. 14 nights from $14,650 pp*

Contact our PONANT Cruise Consultants on:  
1300 737 178 | reservations.aus@ponant.com | au.ponant.com

*Ponant Bonus subject to change based on availability. Ponant Bonus fare per person in Australian dollars based on a 
double occupancy in a Superior Stateroom. Rate includes safety & port taxes, yield managed, correct at time of writing – 
06/08/2018. Refer to au.ponant.com for T&Cs. Photographs © PONANT - Lorraine Turci, Eric Laignel. ABN: 35 166 676 517

AWAKEN
YOUR SENSE OF WONDER

World Leader of  
Luxury Expeditions



Aurora Stateroom from
Was US$5,400pp   Now US$4,050pp

PACIFIC TO CARIBBEAN DISCOVERY 
featuring the Panama Canal crossing
departing 28th April 2020 | 11 days

Inclusions:

• 1 night accommodation with breakfast in Guayaquil, Ecuador 

• Guayaquil city tour and transfer to ship 

• 9 night expedition voyage aboard the Greg Mortimer  

•  Daily breakfast, lunch and dinner including housewines^, beers^ 
and soft drinks 

• Shore excursions, guided walks and Zodiac cruises 

• Complimentary Dry bag backpack# 

• Personalised photo book (post voyage) 

Highlights:

Meet blue-footed & red-footed boobies at Isla de la Plata, enjoy a 
warm welcome by indigenous communities and cross the iconic 
Panama Canal before soaking up Afro-Caribbean vibes in Cartagena 
de Indias, Colombia.  

Save 

US$1,350 
per person!

Discover the world  
the Aurora way…  
NEW itineraries out now!

For more information contact Aurora Expeditions  
1800 637 688 | auroraexpeditions.com.au | info@auroraexpeditions.com.au
or your ATAS accredited Travel Agent

*Conditions apply. Save up to 25% is the maximum saving available on new ‘’Americas voyages’’ including Pacific to Caribbean Discovery (PCD001G) aboard the Greg Mortimer. Save up to 25% offer valid on Aurora Stateroom and 
Balcony Stateroom cabin categories only, on twin share basis. Not available on triple share priced cabins. Save up to $US1250 per person available on new bookings only made on selected 2019/20 Antarctic season departures and 2020 
Arctic season departures aboard the Greg Mortimer, except Inuit Arctic and Beyond voyage (IAR001G). Available on all cabin categories except Aurora Stateroom. All offers are strictly limited, subject to availability at time of booking and 
valid until 30 September 2018 or until sold out, whichever comes first. For solo traveller pricing, contact us. No single supplement charged if you are willing to share a cabin with a solo traveller of the same gender. Ship images are artists 
impressions only and may vary. Offers, prices, fees, taxes and availability are correct at time of print and are subject to change. ~Personalised photo book (one per booking). #Complimentary 3-in-1 polar jacket and Dry bag backpack is 
dependent on the voyage booked and subject to change. ^Dinner only. Additional terms and conditions may apply. See our website for up-to-date booking and payment T&Cs. 

SAVE
up to

25%
per person*

Isla de la Plata

Bahía Solano
Ensenada de Utría

Darién 
Jungle

Panama Canal 

Guayaquil

Cartagena

ECUADOR

COLOMBIA

PANAMA

North Pacific Ocean

Caribbean Sea

SVALBARD

Longyearbyen

Magdalene�orden

WHY AURORA EXPEDITIONS

Australian owned and operated Aurora Expeditions has been 
leading small-ship expedition voyages to the polar regions for 
more than 25 years. Aurora Expeditions will continue to be  
at the forefront of expedition cruising with the introduction of  
The Greg Mortimer. 

Setting sail in late 2019, The Greg Mortimer, is a NEW state-of- 
the-art, purpose-built expedition vessel and first to feature the 
environmentally-friendly patented Ulstein X-Bow®, which will 
allow for faster and smoother sailings.

New in 2020, Aurora Expeditions will introduce all-new 
destinations including South America, Central America, the 
Caribbean and East Coast Canada.

Whether it’s a voyage to Antarctica, the Arctic, South America, 
Central America or East Coast Canada, contact us today and 
discover why you should choose Aurora Expeditions for your  
next adventure.

THE AURORA DIFFERENCE

Small ship expeditions means more flexibility and more  
time ashore

Highly acclaimed expedition team will enrich your adventure 
with their extensive experience, knowledge and passion

Personalised photo book~, Complimentary Dry bag 
backpack or 3-in-1 polar jacket#, ‘Track My Trip’ GPS Service

Australian-owned expedition specialist with over 25 years  
of experience in the polar regions

Multiple excursions means more encounters with wildlife, 
nature and local people

No single supplement option for solo travellers willing 
to share+

Introducing the Greg Mortimer, featuring the environmentally-
friendly patented Ulstein X-Bow® allowing for smoother sailings 

antarctica   |   latin america   |   the arctic   |   kimberley coast   |   patagonia   |   iceland   |   scandinavia   |   nepal

Balcony Stateroom from
Was US$10,900pp   Now US$9,650pp

SPIRIT OF ANTARCTICA 
Departing 9th November 2019 | 12 days 

Inclusions:

•  1 night accommodation with 
breakfast in Ushuaia, Argentina  

•  10 night expedition voyage 
aboard the Greg Mortimer  

•  Daily breakfast, lunch and 
dinner including housewines^, 
beers^ and soft drinks

•  Shore excursions, guided walks 
and Zodiac cruises 

•  Complimentary 3-in-1 polar 
jacket# 

•  Personalised photo book~  
(post voyage) 

•  Transfer from pier to downtown 
Ushuaia, Argentina or airport

Falkland
Islands

South Georgia

ARGENTINA

Ushuaia

King George Island

CHILE

ANTARCTIC
PENINSULA

South Shetland Islands

Lemaire
Channel

Highlights:

Step on the white continent and experience bustling wildlife from  
penguin chicks hatching to the sonorous blows of humpback 
whales feeding. Soak in the stunning icescapes and photograph 
polar pastel landscapes under a near-midnight sun.

Save 

US$1,250 
per person!



Aurora Stateroom from
Was US$5,400pp   Now US$4,050pp

PACIFIC TO CARIBBEAN DISCOVERY 
featuring the Panama Canal crossing
departing 28th April 2020 | 11 days

Inclusions:

• 1 night accommodation with breakfast in Guayaquil, Ecuador 

• Guayaquil city tour and transfer to ship 

• 9 night expedition voyage aboard the Greg Mortimer  

•  Daily breakfast, lunch and dinner including housewines^, beers^ 
and soft drinks 

• Shore excursions, guided walks and Zodiac cruises 

• Complimentary Dry bag backpack# 

• Personalised photo book (post voyage) 

Highlights:

Meet blue-footed & red-footed boobies at Isla de la Plata, enjoy a 
warm welcome by indigenous communities and cross the iconic 
Panama Canal before soaking up Afro-Caribbean vibes in Cartagena 
de Indias, Colombia.  

Save 

US$1,350 
per person!

Discover the world  
the Aurora way…  
NEW itineraries out now!

For more information contact Aurora Expeditions  
1800 637 688 | auroraexpeditions.com.au | info@auroraexpeditions.com.au
or your ATAS accredited Travel Agent

*Conditions apply. Save up to 25% is the maximum saving available on new ‘’Americas voyages’’ including Pacific to Caribbean Discovery (PCD001G) aboard the Greg Mortimer. Save up to 25% offer valid on Aurora Stateroom and 
Balcony Stateroom cabin categories only, on twin share basis. Not available on triple share priced cabins. Save up to $US1250 per person available on new bookings only made on selected 2019/20 Antarctic season departures and 2020 
Arctic season departures aboard the Greg Mortimer, except Inuit Arctic and Beyond voyage (IAR001G). Available on all cabin categories except Aurora Stateroom. All offers are strictly limited, subject to availability at time of booking and 
valid until 30 September 2018 or until sold out, whichever comes first. For solo traveller pricing, contact us. No single supplement charged if you are willing to share a cabin with a solo traveller of the same gender. Ship images are artists 
impressions only and may vary. Offers, prices, fees, taxes and availability are correct at time of print and are subject to change. ~Personalised photo book (one per booking). #Complimentary 3-in-1 polar jacket and Dry bag backpack is 
dependent on the voyage booked and subject to change. ^Dinner only. Additional terms and conditions may apply. See our website for up-to-date booking and payment T&Cs. 

SAVE
up to

25%
per person*
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WHY AURORA EXPEDITIONS

Australian owned and operated Aurora Expeditions has been 
leading small-ship expedition voyages to the polar regions for 
more than 25 years. Aurora Expeditions will continue to be  
at the forefront of expedition cruising with the introduction of  
The Greg Mortimer. 

Setting sail in late 2019, The Greg Mortimer, is a NEW state-of- 
the-art, purpose-built expedition vessel and first to feature the 
environmentally-friendly patented Ulstein X-Bow®, which will 
allow for faster and smoother sailings.

New in 2020, Aurora Expeditions will introduce all-new 
destinations including South America, Central America, the 
Caribbean and East Coast Canada.

Whether it’s a voyage to Antarctica, the Arctic, South America, 
Central America or East Coast Canada, contact us today and 
discover why you should choose Aurora Expeditions for your  
next adventure.

THE AURORA DIFFERENCE

Small ship expeditions means more flexibility and more  
time ashore

Highly acclaimed expedition team will enrich your adventure 
with their extensive experience, knowledge and passion

Personalised photo book~, Complimentary Dry bag 
backpack or 3-in-1 polar jacket#, ‘Track My Trip’ GPS Service

Australian-owned expedition specialist with over 25 years  
of experience in the polar regions

Multiple excursions means more encounters with wildlife, 
nature and local people

No single supplement option for solo travellers willing 
to share+

Introducing the Greg Mortimer, featuring the environmentally-
friendly patented Ulstein X-Bow® allowing for smoother sailings 

antarctica   |   latin america   |   the arctic   |   kimberley coast   |   patagonia   |   iceland   |   scandinavia   |   nepal
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dinner including housewines^, 
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•  Shore excursions, guided walks 
and Zodiac cruises 

•  Complimentary 3-in-1 polar 
jacket# 

•  Personalised photo book~  
(post voyage) 

•  Transfer from pier to downtown 
Ushuaia, Argentina or airport
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CRUISEtalk: Special Report

AURORA  
LIGHTS UP THE EXPEDITION WORLD

AUSTRALIAN OWNED and operated Aurora 
Expeditions has been leading small-ship 
voyages to the polar regions for more than 
25 years. In 2020, Aurora Expeditions will 
continue to be at the forefront of expedition 
cruising launching their all-new destinations 
including  Latin America, the Caribbean, 
Iceland, Greenland and East Coast Canada.

The new destinations were revealed as 
a part of the full 2019/20 global program 
aimed at transforming Aurora into Australia’s 
leading expedition cruising company.

There are five new expedition itineraries 
in regions between the poles, as well as 
six new trekking itineraries, including the 
reintroduction of two treks in Nepal.

The global program marks a new chapter 
in Aurora Expeditions’ proud history as it 

Left: Snorkeling,  
Caribbean sea.  

Below: UNESCO  
church in Chiloe
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Aurora 
Expeditions is 
offering early 
bird discounts 

of up to 25 per cent where 
availability permits. 
LATIN AMERICA

The ‘Wild Chile’ itinerary comprises 
16 days visiting Ushuaia, Argentina 
to Valparaiso, Chile and the remote 
Robinson Crusoe Island, priced from  
$US8,100 pp twin share.

The ‘Treasures of a Coastal Desert’ 
itinerary is 14 days visiting Santiago, 
Chile to Guayaquil, Ecuador. Highlights 
include Chinchoro mummies (dates 
from around 5050 BC) or Nazca Lines 
(extra charge). Priced from $US6,200 pp 
twin share.

The ‘Pacific to Caribbean Discovery’ 
itinerary is 11 days visiting Guayaquil, 
Ecuador to Cartagena de Indias, 
Colombia, including a unique daylight 
Panama Canal crossing. It is priced from 
$US4,800 pp twin share.

The ‘Caribbean Odyssey’ itinerary is 16 
days, Cartagena de Indias, Colombia to 
Miami, including old Town in Cuba and 
is priced from $US8,100 pp twin share.

THE ARCTIC
The ‘Inuit Artic and Beyond’ itinerary 

is 21 days visiting Reykjavik, Iceland to 
St John’s, Canada. Balcony Staterooms is 
priced from $AU22,400 pp twin share. 

NEW TREKS: ICELAND
The ‘Land of Fire and Ice’ itinerary is 

nine days trekking Iceland priced from 
$AU8,140 pp.

SCANDINAVIA
The ‘Jotunheimen Explorer’ itinerary 

is 10 days visiting Oslo in Norway and is 
priced from $AU7,450 pp.

The ‘Mountains and Fjords’ itinerary 
is 10 days travelling through Norway 
from Bergen to Oslo. It is priced from 
$AU9,640 pp.

The ‘Swedish Trail’ itinerary is 10 
days visiting Stockholm and Tromso in 
Norway. It is priced from $AU8,510 pp.

NEPAL (10 per cent off, depending 
on availability)

The ‘Classic Everest’ itinerary includes 
11 days visiting Kathmandu and is 
priced from $AU7,700 pp.

The ‘Annapurna Base Camp’ itinerary 
is 15 days visiting Kathmandu and is 
priced from $AU4,100 pp.

■ auroraexpeditions.com.au,  
or 1800 637 688

Roatan, Honduras. 

to offer small ship travel to a range of new 
destinations,” said Mr Halfpenny.

“The new itineraries will allow travellers 
to explore regions rarely visited by cruise 
companies and this new product will see 
the Aurora spirit of small ship expedition 
cruising retained, with wildlife, nature and 
adventure at the heart of these experiences.

“By travelling to warmer climates, our 
journeys will now also feature unique 
cultural excursions and local activities.” 

The new itineraries, ‘Wild Chile’, ‘Treasures 
of a Coastal Desert’, ‘Pacific to Caribbean 
Discovery’ and ‘Caribbean Odyssey’, span 
Chile, Peru, Ecuador, Columbia, Panama, 
Central America and the Caribbean coast.

The program also includes a new ‘Inuit 
Arctic and Beyond’ voyage that will close 
out the 2020 Arctic season with a 21-day 
expedition through Iceland, Greenland and 
East Coast Canada.

In addition to the new voyages, the 
program continues Aurora’s mountaineering 
legacy by introducing new treks and the 
reintroduction of a Nepal trekking program. 
The latter was included with the blessing 
of Greg Mortimer, co-founder of Aurora 
Expeditions, who has a long and proud 
history of mountaineering.

The six new treks, ‘Land of Fire and Ice’, 
‘Jotunheimen Explorer’, ‘Mountains and 
Fjords’, ‘Swedish Trails’, ‘Classic Everest’ and 
‘Annapurna Base Camp’, vary in hiking style 
from easy, moderate or difficult – providing 
options for novice through to more 
experienced trekkers.

Launching with the global program are 
some exclusive early bird deals offering a 
saving of up to 25% on voyages, as well as 
10% off standalone trekking bookings for 
the Himalayas. Travellers can also receive 
10% discount on treks in Iceland, Norway 
and Sweden, when booked in conjunction 
with an Artic voyage.

“As always, we’ll be launching with the 
best value deals so I encourage agents to 
reach out to their clients and book now,” said 
Mr Halfpenny.
■ auroraexpeditions.com.au, or 1800 637 688

prepares to launch the Greg Mortimer in 
October 2019. 

This state-of-the-art vessel has been 
purpose-built for adventure and will allow 
expeditioners onboard to explore new 
destinations and disembark the ship for 
small group excursions and cultural activities 
unique to each location.

Robert Halfpenny, Managing Director 
of Aurora Expeditions, said the launch 
had been extremely well received by the 
company’s customer base with many loyal 
travellers keen for Aurora to offer itineraries 
outside of the polar regions.

“Aurora has been synonymous with 
Antarctica and the Arctic regions but 
with a new ship boasting innovative 
technology and comfort, we are now able 

Torngat Mountains. Photo courtesy  
Parks Canada, H. Wittenborn.
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CRUISEtalk: Review

BEING THE publisher of a travel magazine, 
I am often asked “where is your favourite 
place?” or “what has been your most 
memorable travel experience?” 

I have tons of favourite places and 
experiences – it’s hard to pick – but I have to 
say (much to the surprise of my friends and 
family) that my cruising experiences over 
the past few years are definitely at the top of 
my list. 

We all know how BIG cruising is in 
Australia and how it continues to grow 
exponentially, but there are still a lot of 
cruise ‘doubters’ – like some of my friends 
and family!

After a recent European summer of 
cruising, where I enjoyed ocean, small ship 
island hopping and my first ever river cruise, 
I am more sold than ever on this holiday 
experience. 

Excuse the cliché but you do only unpack 
once, you do see so much, you do get great 
food and wine, and there really is a cruise for 
everyone. Just ask your travel agent….

Having done plenty of memorable ocean 
cruises, I have long yearned to be “taken to 
the river” and in June I got my wish…

Feeling a little bit worse for wear after two 
nights of partying in one of my favourite cities, 
I boarded Avalon Tranquility 2 in Amsterdam for 
a ‘romantic Rhine’ cruise to Basel.

When I was shown to my stateroom, all I 
could see was this HUGE magnetising king 
size bed and I began wishing the evening 
away so I could tuck myself into the zillion 
thread count, Egyptian cotton sheets. 

The stateroom was much roomier than I’d 
expected with a big bathroom fully stocked 
with L’Occitane – in fact, it was more than 
18-square-metres of luxury and comfort with 
amazing wall to wall panoramic windows 
which brought the river in (hang on, was 

I hallucinating??) It was time to get out of 
Amsterdam!

With only 108 passengers there was a 
fairly social atmosphere and you could 
quickly strike up conversations and 
friendships. There was a good mixture of 
Aussies, Brits and Kiwi’s onboard and it didn’t 
take long for people to gravitate towards 
each other and form ‘holiday bonds’. 

While there was a fair amount of 
distinguished (mature) guests, I was 
disappointed not to be the youngest as I 
wanted to be the ‘river cruise kid’. Cruise 
demographics are changing and definitely 
getting younger so if you’re in your fifties 
and you want to be the youngest onboard 

Traveltalk’s JENNY ROWLAND experiences her very first river cruise, then 
reveals why Croatia is such a hot destination right now.

Take me to the river

Amsterdam

Above: Breisach  
Below: A panorama suite  

on Imagery II
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you have definitely (pardon the pun) missed 
that boat! 

Meal times were as social as they 
were delicious and fun. The incredibly 
entertaining crew went out of their way to 
ensure everything was perfect and as my 
waistline will now testify, the food and wine 
were just that.  

The regional cuisine and fresh, locally 
sourced ingredients were fantastic and any 
‘foodie’ would be deliriously happy on this 
cruise.

Breakfast and lunch were both buffet, 
and dinner each evening was a four-course 
masterpiece all served with plentiful (and all 
included) local vino by waiters who look you 
straight in the eye and lie…

“No such thing as calories on Tranquility 2.” 
I must have been hallucinating again!
The counterbalance to all this indulgence 

is the daily city tours and excursions. 
One of the things I loved most about this 

river cruise was being in a different city each 
day and being able to get off and on the 
boat quickly and easily. No big lines and no 
herding. 

The onshore itineraries were jam-packed 
with cultural highlights. Castles, canals, 
cathedrals, forts, churches and city squares 
buzzing with summer festival anticipation.  

My European and Second World War 
knowledge has vastly improved and each 
daily small group city walking tour was 
interesting, fun and welcome exercise. The 
best thing is that they are nearly all included 
in the price.

Each evening we got together in the 
lounge for a cheeky pre-dinner cocktail and 
a rundown from the Cruise Director of what 
was on offer in the upcoming days. This 
ensures you get the most out of the trip and 
the towns and cities along the river.

The relaxation factor on this type of 
holiday is huge – there is plenty to see and 
do each day, but a seat up on the panoramic 
deck watching the lush German countryside, 

verdant vineyards and the river rolling by 
with a glass of something chilled was special.

I am beginning to understand why this is 
fast becoming the ‘hipster beard’ of cruising. 
I enjoyed every single one of the 1,327 
kilometres of this meandering river cruise, 
every one of the four different countries and 
every single invisible calorie. 

My hallucinations turned into a dreamy 
holiday filled with sweet dreams and happy 
memories on the river. Ahhhh!
■ avalonwaterways.com.auFain

IN MY SUMMER OF CRUISING I was also lucky 
enough to sail around the Dalmatian Coast. With all the hype around 
Croatia I was eager to see what all the fuss was about. 

“You have to see it to believe it” is the phrase that comes to mind.
Spectacularly beautiful! Crystal clear waters and ports where it seems that time has 

stood still.
Hvar and Korcula, with their watchtowers, lion statues and curvy, cobbled streets, 

are standout island destinations and the small ship cruise I took with Beyond Travel 
showcased these pearls of the Adriatic perfectly.

Onboard there was a casual, relaxed routine with buffet style brekkie and lunch all 
included…always fresh with lots of delicious seafood. The ship had a large top-level sun 
deck with sun beds, and a spa became our Adriatic lounge bar onboard the Equator.

We had an afternoon swim off the back of the boat and each evening there was a 
different island port to explore and enjoy dinner. With only 32 people onboard, this 
island hop felt more like your own private party!
■ beyondtravel.com.au

Right: Korcula in Croatia.  
Below: Equator

Strasbourg
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PROPERTYtalk: Special Report

VISITORS TO Melbourne have a new luxury 
hotel offering following the debut of the Pan 
Pacific brand on Australia’s east coast, writes 
Mark Harada.

Anyone who’s been to the Victorian 
capital over the past year may have seen 
the hotel’s name soaring over South Wharf 
after the Singapore-based Pan Pacific 
Hotels Group (PPHG), which incorporates 
PARKROYAL, took over the property from 
Hilton last year.

Following some 10 months of extensive 
refurbishments, the hotel is now welcoming 
guests to a transformed interior, which is 
part Pan Pacific group, and definitely part 
Melbourne.

Where the Hilton presented itself in a 
serious tone, as evidenced by its dark colours 
(among many other features), the Pan Pacific 
Melbourne offers a light-filled experience. 

Indeed, as General Manager Craig Bonner 
pointed out at the launch event, the hotel 
asked designers to “lighten and brighten” its 
interior, particularly in the lobby and public 
spaces.

Upon arrival, colourful portraits splashed 
over its walls make it feel like an art gallery 
(so Melbourne!). And with its distinct 
maritime motif – in its high beams and coral 
artwork, for instance – the hotel also gives a 
firm nod to the dockland precinct on which 
it is located.

Bonner put it best when he said, “we are 

now in Melbourne’s oldest, newest precinct” 
– that is, newest in terms of infrastructure, 
but historically significant from a maritime 
perspective. 

Upstairs, hallways borrow from Federation 
Square in their triangular-patterned 
carpets, while rooms are highlighted by 
their sweeping floor-to-ceiling windows, 
with views up the Yarra River particularly 
inspiring. 

Bonner said they’ve kept the colours in 
the 396 rooms neutral to accentuate the 
timbers – though there’s nothing neutral 
about its appeal.

The club lounge is equally impressive: the 
GM informed us that they wanted to avoid 
making it just another “rambling, frequent 
flyer” type space. Instead, its zonal layout, in 
cool colours, gives it a dynamic most hotel 
lounges lack. 

And there’s more to come. Bonner 
revealed that the hotel will be opening a 
rooftop bar next year. Promising an “iconic 
space”, he said it would face east overlooking 
the Yarra’s seven bridges and be much more 
special than a usual hotel bar. If the rest of 
the property is anything to go by, it will be.

The launch event was emceed by Brodie 
Harper, Nine’s Postcards presenter, and 
attended by Lothar Nessmann, CEO of 
PPHG. A violinist played for guests in the 
lobby and later Shakira from the Victorian 
Opera Company sang around a wonderfully 

Stylish debut for Pan-tastic hotel

BREAK OUT BOX//

■ AUSTRALIAN ENTREPRENEUR Martyn 

Barnes has signed a management 

agreement to badge his new Yarra 

Valley property as voco, IHG’s new 

upscale hotel brand, making it the 

second voco signing for Australia. The 

170-room, new build hotel will open 

in 2021 with an on-site gin distillery, 

a lavender farm, mirrored maze, an 

amphitheatre cut from natural ground 

and a provedore that serves and sells 

local Yarra Valley produce. ihg.com

IN BRIEF

presented dinner table in the hotel’s 
impressive Red Desert Room.

The catering was equally amazing, with 
a degustation menu and paired wines 
carefully prepared by executive chef 
Christian Graebler. Think Tasmanian abalone, 
triple-cooked pork and a saffron poached 
pear with blue cheese mousse.

It was one special night. And it all adds up 
to one very special property.  
■ panpacific.com   

A VIEW WITH A ROOM

411 rooms and suites

2 award-winning restaurants  

Hyde Lobby Bar

Complimentary 24 hour gym

Conference & meeting spaces  

 Overlooking Hyde Park 

Royal Lancaster London, Lancaster Terrace, London, W2 2TY
+44 207 551 6000  |  royallancaster.com
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MERITON SUITES continues to revitalise 
and reimagine their luxury services to 
accommodate the growing expectations of 
its guests in the Eastern Suburbs of Sydney. 

Following the opening of a third low-
rise tower which is home to 42 brand 
new rooms, the original two towers have 
embarked on a full refurbishment of all 
rooms – including bedrooms, living areas, 
bathrooms and the inclusion of brand new 
kitchens to match a contemporary furniture 
package.

With the inclusion of the new tower, 
Meriton Suites Bondi Junction will grow 
to 375 brand new self-contained suites 
and continue to stand as the area’s largest 
accommodation option. 

Located over a major transit hub and 
directly opposite Westfield Bondi Junction, 
which is home to hundreds of retail and 
specialty stores, Meriton Suites Bondi Junction 
offers utmost convenience for its guests. 

“It’s clear that Bondi Junction is a prime 
destination for families and groups, who 
want to be close to the shopping and 
business epicentre, while not too far away 
from the beach,” said Matthew Thomas, 

Group General Manager of Meriton Suites. 
“We can attest to the ever-growing 

needs and standards of our guests, and 
having received such fantastic feedback 
both online and in person at our previously 
refurbished hotels, it is clear to see that 
our reimagined suites live up to those 
expectations.” 

Meriton Suites’ range of suites are 
the perfect getaway option for a sought 
after ‘staycation’ and once completed 
every brand new room will offer luxury 
accommodation, designed carefully to 
reflect the relaxed beach vibes known to the 
famous Bondi.

While the hotel ranges from oversized 
studio suites to a collection of luxury 
three-bedroom Penthouse Suites, which are 
perfect for special occasions and families 
wanting to stay together, there is a suite for 
every guest.

Reserve the Harbourside Penthouse for 
an extra special touch to any memorable 
moment, with spectacular panoramic views 
across Sydney’s iconic city skyline and famous 
Harbour from the very top of the hotel. 

All suites are fully-equipped with 

oversized bedrooms, gourmet kitchens, 
along with the essential utensils for a home 
cooked meal, internal laundries and all the 
modern furnishings, including HD TVs in all 
bedrooms, for a comfortable stay.

Access to an on-site fitness centre and 
recreational area is also offered, which 
includes an indoor heated lap pool, spa and 
sauna.

All guests can keep connected with 
complimentary, unlimited Wi-Fi, found in 
all areas of the hotel including individual 
suites, while your entertainment needs are 
also catered to with an extensive range of 
Foxtel channels available.

Overlooking the vibrant precinct, Meriton 
Suites Bondi Junction also parades postcard 
perfect views of Sydney as well as the 
inviting blue ocean over the horizon from 
select suites.

The area is also littered with trendy 
cafes and food-oriented streets, perfect for 
dining out, while Room Service powered by 
Deliveroo offers a variety of local eateries right 
to the suite door, ensuring utmost comfort 
within the sophisticated confines of your suite. 
■ meritonsuites.com.au

BONDI JUNCTION 
CONTINUES  

TO GROW



SKYtalk

VIETNAM AIRLINES has announced an 
aircraft upgrade to their daily Melbourne 

to Ho Chi Minh City flight. 
From now until the end of October, 

all Boeing 787 aircraft travelling 
on the route in and 

outbound to Melbourne 

will be replaced by the new Airbus A350. 
This is the first time the new aircraft will be 
available to Australian passengers travelling 
with Vietnam Airlines. 

The new aircraft implementation comes 
as the increase in demand for flights on 
the Melbourne to Ho Chi Minh City route 
has spiked in recent months. The Airbus 
A350 allows an extra 10 per cent customer 

capacity than the long-standing Boeing 787.  
“It is great to see an increase in demand 

from our Australian travellers and Vietnam 
Airlines is delighted to announce the 
upgrade from some of the current fleet to 
the new Airbus,” said Hung Truong, General 
Manager of VN’s branch office in Australia.

The new aircraft also offers more 
legroom and increased passenger mobility, 
with premium economy on the Airbus 
featuring near-flat reclining seats, a 38 
inch (96.5cm) pitch and recline up to eight 
inches (20cm). Passengers will be able to 
enjoy the latest in entertainment on 10.6 
inch (27cm) private screens.
■ flyvietnam.com

AMERICAN AIRLINES has launched a new initiative to reduce its impact 
on the environment by cutting the amount of plastic it uses.

Maintaining its long history of making sustainable decisions, the 
airline will be changing to biodegradable, eco-friendly bamboo stir 
sticks onboard planes and in its lounges. 

The change takes effect this month in the lounges and from 
November in the air. The two initiatives will eliminate more than 32,205 
kilograms of plastic per year.

“We’re recognisant of our impact on the environment and we 
remain committed to doing our part to sustain the planet for future 
generations of travellers,” said Jill Surdek, Vice President, Flight Service.

American’s environmental sustainability efforts go back to 1989 with 
an onboard recycling program in aid of The Wings Foundation. This is a 
charitable organisation to help flight attendants in times of need. 

American also transitioned away from plastic foam cups to paper 
cups in 2015 and will soon be switching to all eco-friendly flatware 
within lounges.
■ americanairlines.com.au

QATAR AIRWAYS has launched a 
revamped onboard dining menu, offering 
new dishes and 25 per cent larger hot 
meals for economy class passengers.

 Newly-designed and larger casserole 
dishes have also been created and 
coupled with covers depicting brightly 
coloured artwork.

“We have carefully crafted new 
dishes through collaborating with our 
global network of caterers to provide 
our customers with an authentic and 
indulgent experience in the skies,” said 
Mr. Akbar Al Baker, Chief Executive, Qatar 
Airways Group.

The economy class changes follow on 
from dining upgrades made for Qatar’s 

Laying down the 
straw

Airline gives itself an Aussie upgrade

premium customers. These included newly-
designed tableware, in-flight dining menus, 
chinaware and cutlery specially created for 
fine dining in the sky. 

The enhanced signature dishes and 

in-flight menus also feature regional 
influences and locally sourced produce 
based on route destinations and in 
alignment with the four seasons.
■ qatarairways.com

NEW ONBOARD MENU IS A REAL DISH
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SKYtalk

FOR THE first time in 16 years, travellers will 
be able to fly direct between Newcastle in 
New South Wales and Auckland following a 
move by Virgin Australia.

The airline will operate three return 
services per week during the peak holiday 
period from November 22 to February 17, 
2019, creating a gateway to the rest of New 
Zealand as well as the Greater Hunter Region.

The new flights will also make Virgin 
Australia the first airline to provide an 
international service from the upgraded 
Newcastle Airport terminal.

“Importantly, these flights will help drive 
regional tourism growth and dispersal of 
visitors to Australia’s most popular tourism 
destinations,” said Michael McCormack, 
Minster for Infrastructure and Transport.

“New Zealand and Australia remain 
strong reciprocal tourism markets, with 
some 2.845 million travellers moving 
between the two destinations each year. 
Virgin Australia will be providing 13,000 
additional seats across the busy holiday 
season.”
■ virginaustralia.com

Flying Roo 
takes big 
leap on 
world stage
QANTAS IS on the fringe of the world’s 
top10 carriers following the unveiling 
of the 2018 Skytrax World Airline 
Awards in London.

Australia’s national carrier moved up 
from 15th to 11th in the pecking order, 
testament to increased passenger 
satisfaction over the past 12 months. 
Qantas also picked up awards for ‘Best 
Airline in Australia/Pacific’ and ‘Best 
Airline Staff in Australia/Pacific’.

The honour of top carrier went to 
Singapore Airlines (SIA), who pipped 
last year’s winner Qatar Airways. Having 
finished runner-up last year, this is the 
fourth time Singapore has taken out 
the top gong.

ANA, Emirates and EVA Air were next 
in line with Cathay Pacific, Lufthansa, 
Hainan Airlines, Garuda Indonesia and 
Thai Airways rounding out the top ten.

Edward Plaisted, CEO of Skytrax, put 
SIA’s win largely down to the carrier’s 
consistency, which “proved to be a real 
asset for Singapore Airlines who scored 
highly across both product and service.”

Virgin Australia saw their popularity 
take a fairly hefty nosedive, falling 
from 13th in 2017 to 22nd. Meanwhile, 
Qantas subsidiary Jetstar proved its 
relative popularity, finishing as the 
fourth best low cost carrier and in 46th 
position overall. 

Other global category winners were 
Garuda Indonesia for ‘Best Cabin Crew’, 
Bangkok Airways for ‘Best Regional 
Airline’, China Southern for ‘Most 
Improved Airline’ and Emirates for ‘Best 
In-flight Entertainment’.

The World Airline Awards are often 
dubbed the Oscars of the airline 
industry and are awarded following 
a survey of more than 20 million 
travellers. Flyers are asked to rate more 
than 335 airlines between August 2017 
and May 2018.

MURAL DRIVES ART UP THE WALL
HAWAIIAN AIRLINES has furthered its commitment to supporting local artists by 
commissioning its first large-scale mural painted by renowned street artist Kamea Hadar. 

Created during the 2018 POW! WOW! Festival in Long Beach – the latest Southern 
California city to enter Hawaiian’s route network – the artwork tells a story of sustainability 
and the importance of protecting natural resources.

The 18-metre tall mural is located on the Jean Machine building at the intersection of 
Fourth Street and The Promenade North. It is the first artwork to be unveiled in a series of 
upcoming commissioned pieces called ‘Mālama ‘Āina’ (to care for Mother Earth).
■ HawaiianAirlines.com

Virgin offers a direct route
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ETIHAD AIRWAYS has enhanced its upgrade 
offering to a dynamic live auction, making 
it easier for customers to secure a premium 
seat in a higher cabin class.

Customers will be able to take part 
in a bidding system where real-time 
notifications of their bid will be displayed 
on their screen, allowing two or more 
individual bids at the same time. 

Regular email and SMS updates will also be 
sent to notify them if they have been outbid.

“A first in the region, this dynamic live 
auction will give guests the chance to select 
a premium offering at a price they are willing 
to pay by putting them in control of the 
experience,” said Jamal Al Awadhi, Etihad 
Airways Head of Guest Experience Commercial.

“This new gamification layer will also add 
a fun element to travel before the journey 
begins, as passengers compete with each 
other. Our mobile responsive website makes 
it even easier for guests to bid on the go.”

Customers will receive an email invitation 
to bid for a one-cabin upgrade seven days 
prior to their flight or they can visit the 
airline’s website to join directly.

The auction will take place from 24 to six 
hours before their flight’s departure. Once 
the auction closes, the successful winner will 
be notified immediately.

Bidding guests are encouraged to still 

Airline acts to improve auction action

check-in online up to 48 hours prior to 
departure as the optimised system will still 
process their upgrade. 

If an upgrade offer is accepted, a new 
boarding pass will automatically be 
available on the Etihad Airways Mobile App 
or one will be provided at check-in.

Future enhancements will enable Etihad 

Guest members to use their miles to bid for 
an upgrade.  

Etihad Airways has been offering 
guests bidding upgrades since 2012. It is 
particularly popular on routes operated by 
the airline’s Airbus A380s from Abu Dhabi to 
New York, London, Paris and Sydney.
■ etihad.com
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AUSTRALIA IS currently trialling 
groundbreaking biometrics technology 
designed to give fliers a more seamless 
airport experience.

When fully tested, the world-leading 
system will allow passengers to complete 
most stages of their airport journey simply 
using their face as their access identification.

The initial phase of the trial at Sydney 
Airport is testing four key steps in the 
passenger journey, including automated 
check-in, bag drop, lounge access and 
boarding. Additional steps proposed for 
future trials include mobile check-in and 
automated border processing.

Aussie passengers on select international 
flights are participating with Qantas, the 
launch partner for the trial.

Geoff Culbert, CEO of Sydney Airport, said 
this was the most extensive biometrics trial 
to date and was part of a broader focus on 
investing in technology to make the airport 
experience easier and more convenient for 
passengers.

“In the future, there will be no more 
juggling passports and bags at check-in and 
digging through pockets or smartphones 

to show your boarding pass – your face will 
be your passport and your boarding pass at 
every step of the process,” he said.

“I’m pleased that Sydney Airport is well 
advanced in our plans to deliver a full 
‘couch-to-boarding gate’ facial recognition 
process.”

Vanessa Hudson, Chief Customer Officer, 
Qantas, said the airline was focused on 
increasing the use of technology to drive 
innovation for customers.

“There is an increasing need for airlines 
and airports to offer faster and more 
convenient airport experiences and 
we’re excited to see what results the trial 
produces,” she said.

“Qantas customers will not only be 
able to check in for their flight using 
the technology, it is also available for 
our lounge staff who can create a more 
personalised experience when passengers 
arrive.”

The Australian Government’s border 
processing procedures will remain 
unchanged and travellers will still be 
required to undergo the current border 
processes.

CONSTRUCTION OF Melbourne’s long-
awaited airport rail link will commence in 
the next term of a re-elected Labor State 
Government.

Daniel Andrews, Premier of Victoria, has 
committed up to $5 billion for the project, 

which matches the commitment from the 
Federal Government.

“This project has been talked about for 
too long, it’s time to get on and build it 
and that’s exactly what we’ll do,” said Mr 
Andrews in a statement.

The new rail link will travel through 
Melbourne’s western suburbs after an 
assessment showed this to be the most 
efficient of the four routes considered.

The route, dubbed the Sunshine 
Alignment, will see the development of a 
new Sunshine Super Hub, which will also 
connect regional and metro train lines to the 
new airport link.

The rail link project is expected to cost 
between $8 billion and $13 billion, with 
the Federal and State governments putting 
up $10 billion and the private sector the 
remaining amount.

According to the ABC, Jacinta Allan, 
Victoria’s Minister for Public Transport, 
said the government would ideally begin 
construction on the project in 2022, but 
that travellers might need to wait at least a 
decade before trains were up and running.

Details on how long the train will take 
to get from the city to the airport and 
ticket pricing will be looked at in a separate 
business case.

AUSSIE FLIERS ARE 
CHANGING THE FACE  
OF AIRPORT SECURITY

CITY RAIL LINK FINALLY  
GETS THE GREEN LIGHT
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AUSSIE FLIERS ARE 
CHANGING THE FACE  
OF AIRPORT SECURITY

Q: What impact has the volcanic 
eruption had on tourism to Hawaii?

To the island of Hawaii, where the 
eruptions have been occurring, there 
has definitely been an impact, we can’t 
deny that. There’s been a lot of coverage, 
particularly in the North American market, so 
there’s going to be an impact on visitation. 
But the Australian figures are still pretty 
strong. 

Q: What is the current state of play 
regarding the affected area?

We just want to reassure people that it 
really is limited to a very small part of that 
one island and in an area not normally 
frequented by tourists.

From HTO’s point of view, we always try 

to promote multi-island visitation so we’ll 
continue to renew our efforts to encourage 
people to visit all the islands of Hawaii.

It’s important to know that Kilauea 
volcano has been continuously erupting 
since the 1980s and still is, however, the level 
of activity has decreased in the past month. 
In one way it’s a great opportunity to see 
nature at its most beautiful and best.

Q: Why is Hawaii still such a draw card 
for Australians?

I think Hawaii does resonate with 
Australians. The people are very friendly and 
welcoming, they have great beaches similar 
to Australia and it’s a safe and accessible 
destination. 

There are always competitive packages 
in the market as well and we also have great 
airline connectivity, which makes it very 
attractive to Australians.

Q: I believe arrivals from Oceania 
have gone up again this year?

Up 9.34 per cent to the end of May from 
Australia and New Zealand. Oceania is on 
track to reach 400,000 visitors to Hawaii in 
2018.

Q: In such a competitive marketplace, 
what makes Hawaii unique?

It’s the spirit of Aloha and that sense of 
welcome you feel when you’re in Hawaii. 
I think we sometimes underestimate how 
important that is to visitors. It is a very 

unique element of Hawaiian culture. 
Also, out of the four islands most visited 

by Aussies, each has their own distinct 
personality and experiences. So it’s more 
than one destination – it’s a series of 
destinations in one state.

Q: Anything on the horizon that you 
are particularly excited about?

We have the Global Tourism Summit in 
October, which is our annual international 
tourism conference. We also have the 
Sydney Kings basketball team playing the LA 
Clippers on September 30 in Honolulu.

Q: How important are travel agents in 
promoting Hawaii?

Very important. Six out of 10 Australians 
book their Hawaii holidays through an agent. 
And that’s an interesting statistic because I’m 
not sure it’s that high for other markets. 

Agents can put together a package that 
meets the client’s needs in terms of airfare, 
accommodation and any activities they want 
to do once they arrive.  

That’s why our annual road show, 
Aloha Down Under, is such an important 
destination showcase for us and why so 
many market partners from Hawaii travel 
here to attend it. We can reach more than 
1,000 agents in a week and provide all the 
latest product information so they are well 
equipped to sell Hawaii.
■ gohawaii.com/au

 

HOT  
SEAT
It’s been something of a 
baptism of fire (literally!) for 
Giselle Radulovic, who took 
over as Country Manager 
Australia for Hawaii Tourism 
Oceania (HTO) in February. In 
this exclusive interview, we 
talk volcanoes, Aloha spirit and 
basketball.

In the
Giselle Radulovic, Country Manager Australia for Hawaii Tourism Oceania (HTO)

HAWAII: Interview

Pictures courtesy Hawaii 
Tourism Authority (HTA)/Tor 
Johnson & Mark Kushimi
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HAWAII: Advertorial

TRADITIONAL HAWAIIAN hospitality and 
timeless Hawaiian culture is found at the 
premier beachfront Outrigger Reef Waikiki 
Beach Resort. 

Its guest rooms and beautifully appointed 
Voyager 47 Club suites provide a distinctive 
haven for relaxation and indulgence with 
panoramic views of Waikiki Beach.

Enhanced guest experiences that 
launched this Hawaiian summer include:

Hawai`iloa Room: Once a favoured 
gathering place for Hawaiian royalty, this 
prime oceanfront location still embraces 
that spirit of hospitality. The new Hawai`iloa 
Room offers a venue for meetings, 
receptions and more. 

Reminiscent of a plantation-style home 
and named after the famous voyaging 
canoe, this private dining/event location 
can accommodate 150 people (plated 
meal) or 200 (reception-style). All seats offer 
sweeping ocean views and an incomparable 
venue for special occasions.

Rejuvenate  
at the oceanfront  
Outrigger Reef

Cool pool experience: Outrigger 
Reef Waikiki Beach Resort has launched a 
re-imagined pool experience with premium 
poolside pleasures served with an elevated 
level of Outrigger hospitality.  

The revitalised guest offering includes an 
interactive pool experience with fresh food 
and beverage, personalised storytelling and 
Hawaiian music as well as beach and pool-
related retail options reflective of OZONE 
(Outrigger’s ZONE), a coral conservation 
initiative to protect the world’s oceans. 

Six premier poolside cabanas are named 
with inspiration from the Art of Wayfinding, a 
foundational framework provided by the star 
compass for Polynesian voyaging. 

There are also casabella cabanas called 
pune, with the culture carrying through to 
the pool welcome desk, Ho‘okipa Hale and 
the hydration station, Hale Haka. 

The luxury hale cabanas are well stocked 
with a cooler, snack basket, reusable 
beverage containers, magazines and reef-

safe sunscreen. Kani Ka Pila Grille menu 
items are also available for purchase. 

Hale Under the Stars offers an intimate 
poolside cabana from 6pm to 8pm for 
stargazing, while listening to the resort’s live 
Hawaiian music offered nightly at Kani Ka 
Pila Grille. Reservations are required for hale 
and pune and are available for full and half-
day bookings.

Guests can expect highly trained beach 
and pool concierges well versed in attentive 
service, beach information, sun protection, 
OZONE and the history of Polynesian 
voyaging from resort specialists Aqualani 
who also assist with retail sales and rentals.

Kani Ka Pila Grille: Enjoy tropical drinks 
and tasty pupu (local appetisers) while 
Hawaii’s most beloved musicians perform 
contemporary and traditional Hawaiian 
music live every night at this entertainment 
hot spot.

With a refreshed menu and room service 
in the works, Kani Ka Pila Grille is certified 
by Surfrider Foundation for being ocean 
friendly, as is The Reef Bar & Market Grill.

Hale O No`eau: The resort’s House of 
Knowledge, or Hale O No`eau, is a new 
cultural centre where guests immerse 
themselves in Hawaiian values and traditions 
daily. 

Activities include Hawaiian petroglyph 
cardmaking, kupe`e bracelet and lei making, 
hula and ukulele lessons and woodcarving.

■ outrigger.com

32   |   W W W . T R A V E L T A L K M A G . C O M . A U



 WWW.TRAVELTALKMAG.COM.AU  -  ISSUE APRIL 2017  TT627

Australia’s favourite travel news magazine    

A loyalty program 
that keeps giving.
Become a certi� ed Outrigger Expert Agent and we’ll not only provide all 

the information you need to sell Outrigger Hotels and Resorts with con� dence, 

you’ll also enjoy special perks, incentives and bene� ts that include:

•     Earn Reward Points on bookings and redeem for cash or gift certi� cates

•     Exclusive cash Booking Bonus o  ers

•     Complimentary client Welcome Amenity*

Register today at OutriggerAgent.com 
Receive 100 points immediately upon certification

*With qualified bookings of three or more nights

O ‘A H U     M A U I     K A U A‘ I     H AWA I ‘ I  I S L A N D     F I J I     T H A I L A N D     G U A M     M A U R I T I U S     M A L D I V E S

18-0542_OEA - Travel Talk Hawaii Tourism Oceania Luxury Guide ad - 20180801.indd   1 7/30/18   10:14 AM



34   |   W W W . T R A V E L T A L K M A G . C O M . A U

HAWAII

KĀ’ANAPALI BEACH Hotel provides ample 
opportunities to learn about and experience 
local traditions, history and culture.

The hotel is dedicated to supporting 
cultural events throughout the year, to 
enrich and engage both guests and the 
island community, integrating the Hawaiian 
culture into every aspect of what they do. 

Little wonder this oceanfront property is 
proudly known as ‘Hawaii’s most Hawaiian 
hotel’.

In keeping with its ideals, the hotel is 
hosting an inaugural weaving conference, 
Ola I Ka Pū Hala, from October 17 to 20. 

Led by master weaver, Pōhaku 
Kaho’ohanohano, fromMaui, and Gayle 
Miyaguchi, the hotel’s cultural resource 
specialist, the conference will feature master 
weavers from all over Hawaii who will share 
their expertise and unique skills during the 
four-day event. 

These cultural artisans are devoted 
to preserving and perpetuating ancient 
Hawaiian weaving traditions. Conference 
participants will be immersed in learning 
and applying new skills and techniques from 
true masters of the art.

Students at all levels of ability, from 
beginners to advanced, will receive 
guidance and instruction to advance and 
improve their skills while gaining a greater 
appreciation for this time-honoured 
Hawaiian craft.

Later this year the hotel will also be 
celebrating its 28th annual Hula O Nā Keiki – 
Maui’s only children’s solo hula competition. 
Young haumāna (students) aged from five to 

17 will be competing in kahiko (traditional) 
and ’auana (modern) style hula, as well as oli 
(chant) and costume. 

Taking place on November 9 and 
10, the competition encourages its 
young participants to develop a deeper 
understanding and appreciation for the art 
of hula and its roots in Hawaiian culture. 

The weekend event includes workshops, 
demonstrations, local Maui arts and crafts, and 
live Hawaiian entertainment for all to enjoy. 
The genuine spirit of Aloha at Kā’anapali Beach 
Hotel shines through in its commitment to 
support, honour and perpetuate Hawaiian 
traditions, culture and art.
■ kbhmaui.com

Hotel feels  
the need  
to weave
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GOURMANDS and those who just love great 
tucker will be flocking to the eighth annual 
Hawaii Food & Wine Festival next month. 

Staged from October 6 to 28, the festival 
takes place over three weekends on 
multiple islands and features more than 
150 internationally-renowned master chefs, 
personalities and producers.

For those heading to events on Oahu, 
Embassy Suites by Hilton Oahu Kapolei 
offers a perfect base to catch all the 
culinary action. It is just minutes away 
from Ko Olina, where food, craft cocktails, 
specialty beer and wine are served up right 
on the beach.

“Our Oahu Kapolei property embodies the 
modern and inviting atmosphere Embassy 

Suites by Hilton is known for and more,” said 
Alan Roberts, Global Head, Embassy Suites 
by Hilton. 

“The central city location is ideal and 
gives guests the opportunity to experience 
Hawaii beyond the shore.”

Embassy Suites by Hilton Oahu Kapolei 
offers 180 spacious suites with stylish 
Hawaiian décor with some suites offering 
a lanai with a scenic ocean view. Amenities 
include a sundeck with an outdoor pool, 
whirlpool and on-property restaurants such 
as Sprig’s Grille and Manamana Lounge Bar.

Open for lunch and dinner, Sprig’s Grill 
offers regional and global cuisine with a burst 
of flavour from the Islands, while Manamana 
Bar serves daytime drinks and food while 

guests relax by the pool or in the hot tub.
“We are excited for guests to experience 

all that Embassy Suites by Hilton Oahu 
Kapolei has to offer,” said Reid Yoshida, 
General Manager, Embassy Suites by Hilton 
Oahu Kapolei. 

“Business travelers can enjoy our value-
added amenities, spacious meetings rooms 
and the opportunity to turn their business 
trips into leisure getaways by taking 
advantage of our local excursion partners.”

The hotel is also close to popular local 
attractions such as Pearl Harbor, Kapolei Golf 
Course and Wet ‘N Wild Water Park. There 
is a complimentary shuttle that transports 
guests to White Plains Beach.
■ embassysuites.com

Food festival with a tasty choice of suites

HAWAII

the beautiful west side of Oahu.
Discover

808-674-8222    |    oahukapolei.embassysuitesbyhilton.com

The new Embassy Suites® – Oahu 
Kapolei is located on the other side 
of the island from Waikiki, but it 
feels like a world away. Experience 
the more relaxed lifestyle of Oahu’s 
west side at our all-suite hotel. 

• The premier place to stay on Oahu’s  
west side

• 180 spacious suites with Hawaiian decor
• Free, cooked-to-order breakfast &  

complimentary drinks and snacks nightly*
*Subject to state and local laws. Must be of legal drinking age.



HAWAII

‘ALOHILANI RESORT Waikiki Beach has recently been transformed 
through a $125 million redevelopment with a sophisticated design 
that pays homage to Hawaii’s rich cultural heritage. 

A truly cosmopolitan and modern property, it is located on the 
fashionable Kalakaua Avenue, adjacent to one of the most famous 
shorelines in the world. It offers a balance of energy and relaxation in 
a lively, urban location.

Hawaiians have a name for their deep connection to the Earth: 
aloha ‘aina. It describes a kinship with the land, a love that is absolute 
and protective. 

The land that ‘Alohilani resides on belongs to Queen Lili’uokalani  
Trust and the name comes from one of her beachside cottages. To 
honour the Queen’s legacy, ‘Alohilani has partnered with Hawaiian 
Legacy Reforestation Initiative (HLRI), a non-profit organisation 
committed to returning indigenous trees back to the Hawaiian Islands.

When staying at ‘Alohilani guests will feel the property’s 
commitment to preserving the forests that are so important to the 
islands: indeed, a native na’u tree is located on site. This is a holiday 
destination with a purpose and by staying here you can enjoy a good 
deed done while soaking up all that Oahu has to offer. 

Each guest directly contributes to HLRI’s efforts and will be 
encouraged to visit ‘Alohilani’s forest on Gunstock Ranch on Oahu’s 
North Shore and plant their own tree, an incredible experience that 
can last long after the trip, 

Each tree planted can be tracked online through drone imagery 
and a radio-frequency identification chip that records everything 
from genetic makeup and health to the circumstances of the 
planting. At Gunstock Ranch guests can choose to tour the landscape 
by horseback, helicopter, or UTV. 

‘Alohilani also offers on property activities to help guests further 
absorb the Hawaiian culture. These include oli kāholo (rhythmic 
chant) calling the sun to rise, hula lessons, Ti Leaf lei making, Lauhala 
weaving and ‘Ohe Kāpala (Hawaiian bamboo stamping). 

‘Alohilani is also home to exclusive amenities for the area including 
two restaurants by internationally acclaimed Iron Chef Masaharu 
Morimoto, Morimoto Asia and Momosan.

Through the redevelopment, ‘Alohilani created a 1,500-square-
metre seascape pool deck with an infinity pool overlooking the 
ocean. Whether relaxing during the day or playing at night, Swell Pool 
& Bar is a dynamic destination.

Groups and gatherings of all sizes and types have access to nearly 
1,860-square-metres of redeveloped meeting and event space across 
a variety of indoor and outdoor options. The resort offers new and 
enhanced meeting rooms of more than 140-square-metres to nearly 
1,115-square-metres.

An integral part of the property’s history, the newly-restored, 
one million litre saltwater Oceanarium is home to more than 1,000 
indigenous marine animals, where guests can watch mesmerising 
schools of native Hawaiian reef fish and take part it daily Tank Talks.

Guests can also stay on top of their fitness routine with Island Club 
and Spa, which offers a range of options including sunset yoga, tennis 
lessons, TRX classes and even batting cages to work on your baseball 
skills.
Pictures courtesy Michael Kleinberg
■ alohilaniresort.com

Guests offered 
chance to plant 
cultural seeds
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Guests offered 
chance to plant 
cultural seeds

THREE YEARS of planning and 12 months 
of repair and restoration work have led to a 
newly restored section of the USS Missouri 
opening to the public.

Affectionately known as the “Mighty 
Mo”, the retired ship is a popular attraction 
for visitors to Pearl Harbor on Oahu. The 
Battleship Missouri Memorial has been hard 
at work restoring the ship’s superstructure, 
including the navigation bridge, captain’s at-
sea cabin, pilot house and conning tower.

The superstructure is the tallest section 
of the USS Missouri, rising approximately 33 
metres above the main deck, with a mast 

extending more than 15 metres above the 
major structure.

“The work that was done to the ship’s 
superstructure was essential preservation 
work to ensure the USS Missouri is being 
properly maintained for future generations,” 
said Michael A. Carr, President and CEO of 
the USS Missouri Memorial Association, 
caretaker of the Battleship Missouri 
Memorial. 

“We have reopened the Battleship 
Missouri Memorial’s newly restored bridges 
to visitors which features new elements that 
provide a more meaningful tour experience.”

HAWAII

Picture courtesy 
Dwight Okumoto

GRAND OPENING SPECTACULAR

EXPERIENCE ‘ALOHILANI
RATES STARTING AT $290 FOR OCEAN VIEW*

To book, please contact: 808-921-6196 or sales@alohilaniresort.com

*Conditions apply. See website for details. www.alohilaniresort.com

The newly restored navigation bridge 
includes exhibit text panels featuring four 
languages – English, Japanese, Chinese and 
Korean. This exhibit makes the Battleship 
Missouri Memorial one of the first museums 
in the state of Hawaii to incorporate four 
languages on exhibit text panels.

An immersive audio experience, recorded 
with the help of active duty sailors, allows 
visitors a glimpse into what the ship might 
have sounded like on December 7, 1991 
when the Missouri entered Pearl Harbor for 
the 50th Anniversary commemoration of the 
attack on the Hawaiian Islands.

At $US3.5 million (approx. $AU4.8million), 
the repair and preservation of the 
superstructure is the largest and most 
expensive project undertaken by the 
Association since the battleship was placed 
into dry-dock more than seven years ago. 

The Association, a non-profit corporation, 
funded the project entirely on its own, 
primarily through ticket sales of guests 
touring the battleship.

In addition to the repair and preservation 
work, the Association installed replicas of 
two SLQ-32 electronic warfare antennas, as 
well as a radome involved in the operation 
of remotely piloted vehicle onto the 
Superstructure. This equipment was part of 
the USS Missouri before its decommissioning 
in 1992. 
■ USSMissouri.org

Mighty Mo gets a makeover
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WELLNESS TRAVEL is a key trend for 2018 
with a growing proportion of travellers 
seeking a break to detox, unwind and simply 
slow down. 

Balinese resorts are focusing on activities 
designed to relax and indulge visitors – 
tempered with a taste of local culture and 
cuisine.

With its proximity and easy access from 
Australian capital cities, local hospitality and 
reputation for spa treatments, yoga and 
meditation retreats, it’s little wonder Bali is a 
premier pick for busy Australians looking for 
respite from the hustle and bustle of daily life.

The award-winning AYANA Resort and 
Spa, BALI has devised a series of activities 
and offers to pamper weary travellers and 
return them home fighting fit and ready to 
conquer the rest of 2018.

AN ACTIVITY FOR  
EVERY APPETITE

Whether you want to hit the jogging trails, 
hone your golf skills, play tennis, take a dip 
in one of 12 designer pools, or explore the 
attractions of Bali’s hilly southern peninsula 
on a bicycle tour led by an English-speaking 
guide, there’s an activity for every fitness 
level at AYANA.

For those keen to experience the 
flavours of Bali, a guided tour of Jimbaran’s 
traditional markets, including the impressive 
fish market, plus a Balinese cooking class 
at RIMBA will ensure you return with a few 
additional recipes to your repertoire.

Other culture-inspired activities include 
visiting Uluwatu Temple, creating your own 

fragrance at AYANA’s dedicated perfume-
making studio, or learning the art of 
traditional batik making.

MAKE MORE ‘ME’ TIME
Bali is renowned for its massages, spa 

treatments and ancient healing techniques 
with a focus on holistic treatments and 
restoring harmony to travellers seeking 
time out.

Re-balance your body and mind with 
a sunrise yoga and meditation class on 
the landscaped lawns against an ocean 
backdrop, or choose from an extensive menu 
of pampering treatments at Thermes Marine 
Bali Spa. Signature treatments include the 
hot shell massage, AYANA fusion, seven 
chakra dhara and lava stone reflexology.

For the ultimate pampering package, 
guests can book a treatment at Spa on 
the Rocks, two designated spa villas with 
traditional thatched roofs sitting atop the 
rocks with panoramic views to the ocean 
below.

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER
To help guests make the most of their stay 

and not miss any of the cultural and cuisine 
highlights Bali has to offer, RIMBA Jimbaran 
BALI by AYANA has created a special three-
night package which includes the all-new 
Bali Cultural Experience.

Incorporating a guided tour of Jimbaran’s 
famous markets, a professional cooking 
lesson at RIMBA Scenography Cooking 
School, an authentic Balinese village-style 
dining experience at the resort’s Kampoeng 
Bali restaurant, a sunset ritual and traditional 

Relax and indulge with

Balinese dance form Kecak, the Bali Cultural 
Experience also includes daily buffet 
breakfasts.

The Bali Cultural Experience package 
starts from $360 per night at RIMBA, $465 
per night at AYANA and from $1,073 per 
night at The Villas. Package inclusions:

• Three-night stay at choice of 
accommodation

•  Buffet breakfast at Padi or To’ge Restaurant 
each morning (or DAVA Restaurant for Villa 
guests)

•  Jimbaran market tour followed by Balinese 
Cooking Class

•  Kampoeng Bali dining experience 
with Sunset Ritual and Kecak dance 
performance

■ ayanaresort.com

a local flavour
Above: Ocean Pool.  
Below: Spa on the Rocks

BALI



BALI DYNASTY Resort recently unveiled its 
renovated Sunset Bar, with a new look and 
a vintage style similar to a country bar from 
the 1980’s. 

Centrally located near the adults-only 
pool and therefore for adults only, the bar 
offers a local Balinese vibe with international 
standards in cocktails and assorted drinks. 

The 100-square-metre bar is furnished 
with handmade wooden couches and bar 
stalls, and is perfectly matched with rustic 
fences.

“The Sunset Bar is going to be more 
popular for our in-house guests, to chill 
during daylight or to enjoy a sunset session,” 
said Didit Indra, General Manager of the Bali 
Dynasty Resort.

“We are different from other bars around 
Kuta, because of this unique concept and 
the exotic cocktails you have to try”, Mr Indra 
added during his speech during the grand 
launch.

Open daily from 12pm to 8pm, the Sunset 
Bar offers signature cocktails and a variety 
of house spirits. Happy Hour is from 12pm 
to 1pm and 5pm to 6pm where guests 
can enjoy a 50 per cent discount on house 
cocktails and local spirits, and a 25 per cent 
discount on Bintang beer and house wine.

Bali Dynasty Resort is a premier beachside 
property in South Kuta Bali, renowned for its 
warm hospitality. Among its many rewards, 
the property was recently named as one of 
Asia’s best resorts for families by TripAdvisor 

in the 2018 Travellers’ Choice Awards. 
The property was also voted number 

one in the ‘Top 10 Best Family Resorts in 
Indonesia’ in the four-star category in the 
2017 Readers’ Choice Awards by the readers 
of Holidays with Kids magazine. It was also 
included in the 2017 list of ‘Top Family 
Hotels’ by Out and About with Kids Australia 
magazine.

Following its success in incorporating 
spiritual, social and environmental business 
principles and being part of a sustainable 
charity program to help disadvantaged 
people in Bali since 2000, the resort received 
a platinum medal in the Tri Hta Karana 
Awards.
■ bdr.pphotels.com

BALI

Curtain rises on a new Sunset
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balidynastyresort

Jl. Kartika, Tuban, South Kuta,
Bali - Indonesia
t +62 361 752 403

FAMILY DEALS at Bali’s popular family resort!

Book 60 days before arrival and enjoy 
our EARLYBIRD discount on selected room types!

For details contact reservations@bdr.pphotels.com 
or visit www.bdr.pphotels.com

From 
AUD 242

nett/night

From 
AUD 293

nett/night

From 
AUD 431

nett/night

DELUXE TERRACE 
For 2 adults and 2 children aged max 12 years with a queen 
size bed and a trundle sofa bed.

FAMILY GARDEN, STUDIO, POOL & KIDS SUITE
For a family of 5 with a king size bed, bunk bed and trundle 
and full slide partition.

FAMILY SUITE 
For a family of 5 with a master bedroom, living room with 
Murphy beds and a pull out sofa bed, kitchenette, separate 
bathroom and free beverages from the minibar.

Deluxe Terrace

Family Pool View Room

Family Suites

Travel Talk Aug 2018.indd   1 20/08/2018   16:14
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BALI

TRAVEL WEBSITE Smart Lemur has ranked 13 
places in Bali that should be on the must-visit 
list of every tourist.

The list includes a variety of places offering 
nature, nightlife, yoga, beach bars, temples, 
surfing and diving.

According to the website, the first five 
top destinations in Bali are Ubud, Seminyak, 
Kuta beaches, Bukit peninsula beaches and 
Uluwatu.

Top of the list is Ubud, Bali’s cultural 
and spiritual centre, where health food 
restaurants, galleries and boutiques 
attract authentic experience seekers. It is a 
destination where tourists go for sightseeing 
but mainly to recharge, take a yoga or 
meditation class, have a massage or indulge 
in a good meal.

Seminyak can be called the island’s fashion 
capital with streets lined with designer 
boutiques and lifestyle outlets. Both loud 

bars and tranquility – perfect for watching 
sunsets – can be found on the beach.

In third spot are the Kuta beaches 
– Kerobokan, Canggu and Echo Beach 
– which are 12 kilometres long in total 
and are very popular among surfers and 
food lovers. Canggu offers health food 
restaurants and waterfront bar/restaurants, 
Kerobokan has some of the best beach 
restaurants in Bali, while Echo Beach offers 
great surfing, sunsets and cafes.

White sand, bars and a great selection of 
ocean-front hotels are the main attraction 

TOP AUSSIE CHEF TAKES THE HELM 
THERE’S A new dining venue on the radar 
following the opening of Salon Bali at the 
award-winning Hotel Indigo Bali Seminyak 
Beach.

This intimate, signature restaurant is 
decorated in a contemporary Balinese style 
with metallic accents, cream-coloured walls 
and natural timbers. It features an open 
kitchen which allows guests to view locally 
inspired dishes prepared by Australian-born 
executive chef, Nic Philip. 

Traditional cooking techniques such 
as the use of iron woks and cooking over 
coffee wood and charcoal in the Josper 

will be used to create the daily menu as 
well as Purnama – a ceremonial dinner that 
happens on the full moon of each month.

“There is no other modern Balinese 
restaurant like this in Seminyak, and we are 
proud to be at the forefront of contemporary 
Indonesian dining in this neighbourhood,” 
said Guillaume Epinette, General Manager, 
Hotel Indigo Bali Seminyak Beach.

Salon Bali offers two set menus, either the 
Catur Rasan comprising four courses, or the 
Nenem Rasan comprising six courses. Menus 
may be complemented with cocktails – 
aperitifs, palate cleansers and digestifs using 

indigenous products where possible.
Chef Philip spent time in leading 

European restaurants such as the Michelin-
starred Cove Club in London and acclaimed 
Restaurant Taller in Copenhagen. He will 
be bringing to the table contemporary, 
innovative Balinese dishes created with 
traditional Indonesian cooking techniques 
and ingredients.

“We support the local community and 
sustainable farming practices here in Bali,” 
said Chef Philip. “We work with a couple of 
farms on the island and we don’t import any 
fresh produce from outside Indonesia.”
■ hotelindigo.com

at the Bukit peninsula beaches of Padang 
Padang, Bingin and Balangan. Uluwatu 
Beach, which is also situated on the Bukit 
Peninsula and is one of the most famous 
beaches in Bali, is a place of extreme surfing 
and scenic views.

The remaining destinations on the list 
range from the best nightlife spots, such as 
Kuta city, to historic places like Pemuteran 
Bay or Pura Luhur Batukau. Included at 
number seven are the Jatiluwih Rice Terraces, 
part of UNESCO’s World Heritage List.
■ smartlemur.com/places/indonesia/bali

Hot spots 
make this 
smart list
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SEMINYAK’S ONLY private beachfront 
villa is due to open this month, 
featuring six en-suite bedrooms and a 
professional staff of 25 to take care of 
guests’ needs.

The Noku Beach House has a tennis 
court with views over the Indian Ocean, 
a 27-metre pool and relaxation bale. A 
private spa and plunge pool within a 
walled garden is just one of the secret 
hideaways found in this family friendly 
and event-ready villa.

Designed by Alex Zabotto-Bentley, 
the residence is reminiscent of the 
mythical Shangri-La in James Hilton’s 
Lost Horizon.

Seminyak is famous for its shopping, 
fine dining, bars and clubs, many of 
which are just a short beach walk away. 
The in-house concierge can organise 
outings and make restaurant bookings.

If you prefer to entertain at home, a 
gourmet chef and culinary team are on 
hand to create fine dining experiences, 
paired with a bottle or two from the 
wine room. 
■ nokubeachhouse.com; elitehavens.com

This killer villa 
will be a thriller PRAMA SANUR Beach Bali is the perfect 

gateway from which to discover local art, 
culture and tradition away from the hustle 
and bustle of the rest of the island.

Situated along the Mertasari beach in 
Sanur, it offers 428 rooms with beach and 
sweeping ocean views, all surrounded by 
seven hectares of tropical gardens. 

The resort comes with an array of 
signature restaurants and bars such as 
the Bamboo Bar & Lounge, Basilico Italian 
Pavilion, Tirta Restaurant and the recently-
opened Lada Resto and Prama Café & 
Lounge. 

LADA RESTO  
(INDONESIAN CUISINE)

With terrace seating overlooking the 
tropical gardens, Lada Resto at Prama Sanur 
Beach has an open kitchen style.

 It focuses on bringing a delectable and 
authentic Indonesian archipelago cuisine to 
Bali. The chef and his team serve authentic 
Indonesian cuisine celebrating the diversity 
of Indonesian spices.

Open from 11:30am to 11pm for lunch 
and dinner, the restaurant serves a selection 
of local favourites on the signature menu 
(starters, soups, side dishes and sweets). 
Guests can also enjoy an eclectic assortment 

of local drinks blended in a traditional and 
contemporary setting.

PRAMA CAFÉ & LOUNGE
Located on the ground floor near the 

lobby and with outdoor and indoor seating, 
the lounge is full of vibrant and fun vibes. 

It offers a selection of healthy food and 
drinks, and a games room with a pool 
table and board games are also available. 
Takeaway coffee, tea, sandwiches or cakes 
are also available. 

It is open from 6:30am to midnight for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner.
■ pramasanurbeachresort.com  

Escape the hustle and bustle

AUTHENTIC INDONESIAN HOSPITALITY

Prama Sanur Beach Bali 
Jl. Cemara, Sanur 80228, Bali, Indonesia  |  +62 361 288 011      

     hsb.sales@aerowisatahotels.com       
  

Prama Sanur Beach Bali       @pramasanurbeach
  www.pramasanurbeachresort.com

B A L I

ANUR BEACH
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IT’S A glowing testament to how popular a destination is that it can still win worldwide 
acclaim…even when closed!

The Philippine island of Boracay was closed at the end of April after concerns were 
raised about the effects of over-tourism. It is due to re-open in October.

Despite the closure, the island still made it onto this year’s list of the ‘Top 10 Islands in 
Asia’ as voted for by readers of Travel+Leisure. Boracay placed eighth in the rankings amid 
its on-going rehabilitation.

“We are pleased with the results of this year’s Travel + Leisure World’s Best Awards,” said 
Bernadette Romulo-Puyat, Department of Tourism Secretary. “Even Boracay, which is 
taking its beauty rest, was still ranked among the best in Asia. 

“We are hoping that Boracay will be opened October 26,” Ms. Puyat told reporters on 
the sidelines of the Makati Business Club (MBC) Annual Meeting in Makati City.

Here we take a look at what this island of only 10 square kilometres has to offer.

ASIAN ESCAPES: The Philippines

AN ISLAND TO  
TREASURE

Picture courtesy Dan Moore @DANandMOORE

The island’s main beach certainly lives up 
to its name. White Beach is a four-kilometre 
long strip of white sand and clear, azure 
water that fringes a hub of restaurants, 
resorts and nightlife. 

Here, the bars provide a fantastic 
atmosphere with beach beds, live music and 
cheap cocktails.

But for laidback vibes on a less crowded 
slice of the coast, Puka Beach is the place 
to go. The quiet, 800-metre long beach is 
made up of puka shells bleached white from 
the sun and is perfect for sunbathing and a 
picnic. 

For more relaxation by the sea, Diniwid 

Beach is the ideal setting for lounging into 
the late afternoon and watching the sun set 
from its cliffside bar, Spider House.

Those that are looking for a little bit 
of adventure will love Tambisaan Beach. 
The marine environment here has some 
of Boracay’s best sea life, making it the 
ultimate destination for snorkeling and 
swimming. 

If you want to call a beach your own then 
it is worth embarking on the short trek 
through the forest from Tambisaan, where 
you will discover a secluded, quiet spot.

If it is water sports you want, then head 
to Bulabog Beach – a global hotspot for 

windsurfing and kite surfing. Nearby, discover 
the Sunken Forest, a picturesque spot that is 
perfect for catching a sunset or sunrise. 

Watch the locals fish for sea urchins while 
you relax on the soft sand of Manoc-Manoc 
Beach. Or if you fancy finding some caves, 
take a trip to Illig-Illigan Beach on the east 
coast of Boracay Island. The beach is also 
great for snorkelling.

Boracay also has three private beaches, 
exclusive for the guests of its resorts. Punta 
Bunga Beach is a little coastal strip for 
guests at the Shangri-La, Mövenpick and 
Eco Village resorts. 

Located nearby is Banyugan Beach, 

LIFE’S A BEACH



ACTIVITIES APLENTY
Snorkelling and diving

Along White Beach you will find 
many dive centres with affordable 
prices for scuba lessons and snorkel 
hire. There are roughly 25 dive sites 
– perfect for both beginners and 
experienced divers – to explore the 
colourful marine life.

Windsurfing & kite boarding
Bulabog Beach is popular for 

windsurfing and kite boarding, 
while also providing a relatively 
quiet environment compared to 
White Beach. For beginners, the 
nearby shallow lagoon is perfect 
for practicing, while the pros can 
venture out to the reef for bigger 
waves. 

The island has a few schools that 
offer lessons and board hire, while 
the best time to go for both wind 
and kite surfing is from November 
to April.

Cliff diving
Head to Ariel’s Point – Boracay’s prime 

destination for adventure sports – and 
experience the thrill of cliff diving. In a 
remote part of the island, visitors can get 
their adrenalin kick with a choice of five 
cliff diving platforms, as well as other 
activities. 

To visit Ariel’s Point, guests should 
purchase tickets for a day trip package 
that includes a boat cruise, food and 
drinks, cliff diving, paddle boarding, 
snorkeling and kayaking.

On land
Guests can explore Boracay’s jungle, 

forest and secluded beaches on horseback 
and experience the island’s many 
landscapes. Or for a more of a laidback 
activity, visit Fairways & Bluewater Country 
Club, where you can play the 18-hole golf 
course to the backdrop of ocean vistas.

Flights from Manila to Caticlan, Boracay, 
operate daily. Flying time is about 45 
minutes.
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which is exclusively for Shangri-La guests. 
The resort has built terraces into the rocks 
that offer memorable beach views, while on 
the sand beneath, the shoreline is dotted 
with sunbeds and umbrellas. Lapuz Lapuz 
is a quiet beach for guests at Fairways & 
Bluewater Resort

Although privately owned, Balinghai 
Beach is open to the public for a small 
entrance fee that can be used as credit at the 
local restaurant. An evening spent dining on 
this idyllic beach is a must-do.

Beyond the beaches are the island’s spa 
and wellness houses. Feel pampered and 
rejuvenated with a treatment and massage 
at Bella Isa Salon, Tirta Spa or Mandala Day 
Spa. Or try a beach yoga class, backlit by a 
brilliant sunset. 

In the evening, chill out at the island’s bars 
for cocktails, seafood and live music. Popular 
hangouts are Aplaya Beach Bar, Exit Bar and 
Coco Bar. For reggae and jazz grooves head 
to Pats Creek Bar, or if you are keen to watch 
sport, grab a drink at Nigi Nigi Nu Noos Bar. 

Other relaxing beach hangouts include 
CocoLoco Bar, Red Pirates and Levantin Bar 
on Bulabog Beach.
■ tourismphilippines.com.au

Fly world-class with the Philippines’ best.
Enjoy non-stop flights from Sydney, Melbourne 
and Brisbane to Manila and enjoy seamless connections 
to Asia, North America and Europe.

Visit www.philiipineairlines.com or call our reservations team at 1300 887 822.
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THERE IS a new landmark on Hong Kong 
Island’s North Point waterfront with the 
opening of Hotel VIC on the Harbour.

The five-star property is the perfect 
addition to North Point – regarded as the 
soul of the city and brimming with fashion, 
food and culture.

Every one of the 671 rooms and suites in 
the twin-tower hotel boasts panoramic views 
of the harbour and the city. Guests can enjoy 
access to a 24-hour gym, rooftop outdoor 
swimming pool, sauna and steam rooms. All 
rooms include a deluxe rain shower and in-
room Nespresso coffee machine.

The hotel also features a smartphone app 
with in-room services, chat and reservation 
capabilities, free Wi-Fi and online check-in and 
out. Hotel VIC is also the first in Hong Kong to 
provide a key card kiosk, so that guests can 
access their room key with a QR code sent to 

them following online check-in prior to their 
arrival – perfect for that late check-in.

There are three dining destinations, 
including North Point’s only rooftop bar. 
The Farmhouse is an all day international 
restaurant on the second floor with indoor 
and outdoor seating overlooking the harbour. 

The Farmhouse Deli offers freshly made 
pastries and cakes matched perfectly with 
special house-brewed coffee and a wide 
range of teas. The Cruise restaurant on the 
23rd floor features an outdoor area providing 
sweeping views of Victoria Harbour.

As a celebratory opening offer, a 
discount of up to 20 per cent on standard 
rooms and 25 per cent on club floor rooms 
and suites applies. Room rate starts from 
HK$1,500 (approx. $AU255) plus 10 per 
cent service charge.
■ hotelvic.com

HELEN WONG’S Tours has grabbed pole position in 
unveiling a four-night sports lover package for the 
65th Macau Grand Prix.

The special pack includes A-reserve grandstand 
tickets to the two days of weekend racing on 
November 17 and 18, along with return Cathay Pacific 
airfare from Australia to Hong Kong and Sea Express 
return high-speed ferry transfer from the airport to 
Macao.

Guests will stay at the new 1,390-room and suite 
MGM Cotai (breakfast included) and will also enjoy a 
half-day city tour with English-speaking guide. Prices 
begin at $2,900 per person twin share.

Highlight of the weekend is the Macau Formula 
Three Grand Prix, featuring some of the world’s best 
drivers with the winner awarded the FIA Formula 3 
World Cup. The GT3 motor cycle racing event is also 
held over the weekend.
■ helenwongstours.com

VIC IS THE NEW PICK 
IN HONG KONG

Rev up for the Macau  
GRAND PRIX
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Boracay, Philippines
The Best Island in the World*

www.tourismphilippines.com.au
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THAILAND: Eco-tourism

WOLFGANG GRIMM doesn’t consider himself 
a trailblazer or an innovator. Neither is he an 
environmental zealot, insisting that it’s his 
way or planetary Armageddon.

Wolfgang Grimm is simply a man with 
a mission to demonstrate that sustainable 
tourism development not only protects the 
environment but also generates increased 
profits.

“The tourism industry is contributing 
significantly to unsustainability, so it is upon 
us not to wait until laws are passed, but to 
interpret current needs and put them into 
action,” he says.  

“We are preserving the local environment 
and culture so they can be enjoyed for 
decades and generations to come. We want 
to make sure that holidays become more 
exploratory.” 

Born in Germany and living in Thailand, 
Wolfgang is a proud Aussie and a recipient of 
the Order of Australia. The award recognised 
50 years of service to the hotel industry, 
culminating in becoming Regional Vice 
President Operation AustralAsia and General 
Manager of the InterContinental in Sydney.

It’s this expertise he is bringing to 
Anana, a multi-storey, ecological resort he 
is building on just 400-square-metres in 
the Thai province of Krabi. An eight-minute 
drive from Ao Nang, the property enjoys 365 
degree views of the surrounding jungle and 
cliffs, hence its marketing slogan: ‘a breath of 
fresh air’.

“The biggest treasures we have in life are 
the planet upon which we stand, the land 
that we are custodians of and the attitude 
we show towards the community as part of 

the environment.
“I can think of no better venue and 

platform than a resort to let tourists enjoy 
Thai nature and culture.”

When it opens in November, the five-star 
resort will have 59 studio rooms and suites 
fitted out with eco-friendly luxury comforts. 
Health and wellness programs will be in 
abundance, including yoga and Muay Thai 
classes.

Thailand is taking steps to address the issue of ‘over tourism’, 
with popular beaches closed and green initiatives underway. 
In this exclusive special report, JON UNDERWOOD visits two 
resorts already committed to making a difference.

TO SUSTAIN  
AND PROTECT

Clockwise from left: A studio suite; 
Anana taking shape; Wolfgang 
overseeing construction
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Sparadise will offer invigorating massage 
and beauty treatments, plus a panorama 
sauna, Thai steam room and a Himalayan salt 
cave. Other facilities will include a 25-metre 
infinity pool with sunken lounges and chairs, 
and a fitness studio.

Anana is following the guidelines of the 
Green Globe organisation for sustainable 
tourism and expects to earn their 
certification for environmentally sound 
practices. 

Water supplies will come from the 
overlooking mountains, plastic will be 
banned to a large extent and guests will be 
transported in specially-built electric Tuk 
Tuks.

Cooking will be done using 
supplementary bio-gas powered by 
recycled food waste. These scraps will also 
be re-cycled as compost on a purpose-built 
Permaculture Art Farm adjacent to the 
resort.

“One of the outstanding features of 
the resort will be our food and beverage 
concept,” Wolfgang tells me during an 
exclusive tour of the site.

“We’ll have a cooking school in our farm 
where you’ll get a basket and a recipe, and 
then you’ll wander around with the chef and 
do the harvesting. You go to the kitchen and 
enjoy the fruit of your labours: a true ‘farm to 
table’ concept.

“We guarantee that guests who indulge in 
our cuisine during their entire stay, including 
dessert, will not gain any weight. I have 
tested it on myself and it works!”

In tune with maintaining the local 
culture, the resort will offer three types of 
experiential tours. Guests will be able to go 
out on the river with local fishermen, taste 
food cooked by some of the best Thai street 
vendors in Krabi, or enjoy a sunset cruise and 
visit to the local night market.

“I’m not doing something unique but 
providing an opportunity to our guests to 
explore local culture while on holiday in an 
all-embracing, all-inclusive way and taking 
home more than memories.  

“Hopefully they are inspired by the Anana 
way of life to adapt into their own lifestyle 
and motivate them to return or send friends.

“The common belief that one initiative 

can’t make a difference will be proven 
wrong as we are prepared to share the spirit 
of sustainable tourism with colleagues 
and community during our forthcoming 
ecological seminars.”

Wolfgang hopes that his environmental 
approach will resonate with fellow 
hoteliers and the community, leading to 
Krabi becoming greener in both spirit and 
landscape.
■ ananakrabi.com

■ THERE’S NO DOUBT KRABI is a 
destination on the rise. Tourism revenue 
has gone into overdrive in the last five 
years, with revenue in 2016 totalling 
THB84billion (approx. $AU3.4billion) on 
the back of more than five million visitors.

More hotel rooms are being built in 
the centre of Ao Nang and there are 
plans to extend Krabi International 
Airport. In short, Krabi is one of 
Southeast Asia’s fastest growing 
tourism markets.
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THAILAND: Eco-tourism

I’VE EXPERIENCED many different forms of 
transport in my travels around the world.

From Tuk Tuks to Jeepneys, DUKW’s to 
Segways, I’ve pretty much tried them all. But 
arriving at Rayavadee was a whole new set 
of wheels.

My speedboat transfer had already 
been entertaining with flashes of lightning 
piercing the night sky like sparklers on 
cracker night. But on arrival at the resort we 
were greeted by a tractor chugging towards 
us through the water, towing what looked 
like a portable greenhouse. 

With an impeccable docking procedure 
that NASA would have been proud of, 
the speedboat and the greenhouse came 
together and we scampered ashore. Not a 
pinky got wet.

This luxury resort is located on the tip of 
the Phranang Peninsula on the Andaman 
coast in the province of Krabi. It was 
designed by a descendant of the Thai Royal 
Family and opened 25 years ago, but not a 
single tree was lost during construction. 

The habitat of the many local species 
of flora and fauna also went undisturbed, 
which was no mean feat given the resort is 
built on 10 hectares. 

re-charge your batteries.”
A recent refurb to all 101 rooms has 

Rayavadee shipshape and modern, but 
with some undeniable Thai touches. There 
are 11 different room categories and I 
was delighted with my two-storey deluxe 
pavilion: the living room and bathroom were 
ultra-luxe and the bed was ginormous, a 
welcome sight after 14 hours of travel.

Food is a definite highlight here and at 
Krua Phranang (one of four dining options), 
I feasted on dishes such as green curry of 
Garoupa fish with eggplant, red chili and 
sweet basil leaf, and chicken with coconut 
soup with galangal, mushroom, fresh 
turmeric and lemon.

Other facilities include a spa offering a 
wide range of treatments and therapies, 
a boutique, large swimming pool and 
activities centre that can organise excursions 
to popular islands like Phi Phi or Phang 
Nga Bay. Rock climbing is particularly good 
here, with limestone cliffs dominating the 
landscape.

Sadly, my stay was way too short but 
even during my brief visit I could see why 
Rayavadee has become such a popular resort. 
For anyone looking to find a part of Thailand 
that remains largely undeveloped, yet do it in 
style and with responsibility, then Krabi and 
Rayavadee should be top of your list.
■ rayavadee.com

Accordingly, the property is home to more 
than 120 types of plants and tropical trees, 
while animals such as Macaque monkeys 
and Spectacled Langurs are frequent visitors. 
I spent an enchanting breakfast watching 
these cute critters flit from tree to tree on 
their way to feast on the neighbouring 
tamarind trees.

“We try very hard to keep the nature 
because if we don’t have nature, we don’t 
have Rayavadee,” said Dalin Snidvongs, 
General Manager. 

To help maintain these surroundings, 
Rayavadee focuses on sustainable 
water and waste management as well 
as energy efficiency, and organises 
regular environmental activities such as 
beach cleaning, mangrove planting and 
repopulation of marine life. 

It was also a founding member of the 
Enlive Foundation, which brings together 
governmental agencies, local businesses and 
community members to raise awareness of 
the need to protect the fragile ecosystem.

“Krabi is like Phuket was 35 years ago 
and we want to keep it like that. If you want 
shopping and nightlife, it’s not us. Rayavadee 
is a special place where you can relax and 

SUNSHINE
A LITTLE RAY OF  



DISCOVER YOUR UNIQUE LOCAL EXPERIENCES
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Hugthailand
www.amazingthailand.com.au
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ADVENTURE TRAVEL: Advertorial

AS ONE of Australia’s premium wine regions, Margaret River stands toe-to-toe with the best 
in the world, but you may not realise that it offers so much more than wine.  

Pristine beaches, world-class surf breaks, tall timber forests, caves, coastal walks, culinary 
experiences, luxury accommodation, and an abundance of fresh local produce – all located 
an easy three-hour drive from Perth.

There are many beautiful wine regions, but a holiday in Margaret River offers ‘WAy’ more.
Make sure you elect a designated driver, or better yet, join one of the many tours such 

as Margaret River Discovery Co, Top Drop Tours, Margaret River Tours, McLeod Tours and 
Lifestyle Margaret River.
■ westernaustralia.com

– ‘WAy’ more  
than wine

■ Enjoy a long lunch of fresh 
local produce prepared by 
award winning chefs at one 
of the region’s many vineyard 
based restaurants such as Vasse 
Felix, Cullen Wines, Leeuwin 
Estate, Wills Domain, Amelia 
Park and Knee Deep Wines.

■ Sample some of the best 
local brews, spirits and ciders 
such as Black Brewing Co, The 
Beer Farm, Cheeky Monkey, 
Eagle Bay Brewery and Bootleg 
Brewery. Or, make your own gin 
at Margaret River Distilling Co’s 
Giniversity.

■ Walk or train to the end of 
the Busselton Jetty, then meet 
the colourful fish and sea-life at 
the Underwater Observatory. At 
1.8 kilometres, the jetty is the 

longest timber piled jetty in the 
southern hemisphere. 

■ Learn about the Margaret 
River region on an Aboriginal 
cultural tour with a traditional 
owner from Koomal Dreaming 
and Cape to Cape Tours.

■ Stock up on local chocolate, 
cheese, olives, olive oil, nougat, 
bread and venison at local 
providores or the weekly 
farmers market, then picnic or 
camp amongst the karri trees in 
Boranup forest. 

■ Head underground and 
explore the ancient limestone 
cave formations. Join an 
underground tour at Lake, 
Mammoth or Ngilgi Caves.

■ Walk a section of the Cape 

to Cape track (or all of it, if time 
permits). The track runs 135 
kilometres from Cape Naturaliste 
near Dunsborough, to Cape 
Leeuwin near Augusta, and 
companies such as Cape to 
Cape Tours and Walk into Luxury 
offering guided walking tours.

■ Climb the Cape Leeuwin 
Lighthouse, Australia’s tallest 
mainland lighthouse, and see 
where the Southern Ocean and 
Indian Ocean meet. There’s also 
the Cape Naturaliste Lighthouse, 
which offers stunning views 
from the top.

■ Jump on a charter boat 
and watch the whales frolic in 
Geographe Bay between June 
and November. Naturaliste 
Charters and All Sea Charters 

Whale Watching both offer 
whale watching tours departing 
from the Margaret River region, 
departing from Dunsborough 
and Augusta.

■ Go rock climbing, abseiling, 
mountain biking, eco quad 
biking, fat biking, horse riding 
and canoeing.

■ Witness spectacular seascapes 
and epic surf breaks at Smiths 
Beach, Surfer’s Point, Three 
Bears, Super Tubes, Injidup and 
Rabbits.

■ Oh, and since the region 
is famous for its wine, taste 
the region’s premium drops 
on a winery tour. The region 
produces a massive 20 per cent 
of Australia’s premium wine, 
with more than 95 cellar doors. 

What to see and do in the Margaret River region: 

TRAVEL TIPS
Before or after your Margaret River 
experience, stay an extra night or two at 
one of the city’s new hotels such as QT, 
Westin or Intercontinental. Then you can 
explore Perth’s flourishing bar, dining, 
cultural and entertainment scene. 

GETTING THERE
Multiple daily flights to Perth operate from 
all Australian cities. Margaret River is an 
easy three-hour drive from Perth city, with 
vehicle hire from Perth Airport or Central 
Business District.

MARGARET  
RIVER

Above: Wilyabrup Cliffs 
Below:  Yallingup Beach
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DOG SLEDDING, snowmobiling, the 
famous Aurora Borealis, ice fishing or a spa 
experience. Canada has no shortage of 
things to do in winter, even for the non-skier.

The ever-popular Snow Train operates 
twice weekly and takes travellers on an 
easy overnight trip from the coastal city 
of Vancouver to Jasper in the heart of the 
Rocky Mountains. From here there are easy 
coach connections to Lake Louise and Banff, 
so winter travel has never been easier.

QUEBEC & ICE HOTEL  
WINTER WONDERLAND

Experience winter in Quebec with 
this eight-day package encompassing 
Montreal and Quebec City. Guests stay at 
the Fairmont Le Chateau Frontenac and the 
Hotel de Glace.

DISCOVER WINTER IN VANCOUVER
Surrounded by coastal mountains and 

one of Canada’s busiest natural harbours, 

Let’s go touring in a  
winter wonderland
Here, Canada & Alaska Specialist Holidays offer some top tips on the 
best way to experience the winter delights Canada has to offer.

Vancouver is British Columbia’s largest city 
and the third largest in the country. Ranked 
as one of the most liveable cities in the world 
for numerous years, Vancouver offers visitors 
an array of activities and attractions.

JASPER WINTER ADVENTURE
Nestled in the heart of the largest park in 

the Rocky Mountains, Jasper offers visitors 
exceptional access to one of the most 
pristine and memorable wilderness areas. 
Covering more than 11,000 kilometres, 
Jasper National Park is listed as one of only 
15 UNESCO Extraordinary Sites in Canada.

WINTER DELIGHTS
Visit the popular winter resorts of Lake 

Louise, Jasper and Banff. Try snowshoeing 
in Marble Canyon, traverse the Icefields 
Parkway and join a wildlife watching Maligne 
Canyon ice walk tour in Jasper. Conclude 
with a memorable sleigh ride along the 
shores of Lake Louise.

NORTHERN LIGHTS & WINTER NIGHTS
Churchill is located directly beneath 

the Auroral Oval, making it one of the best 
places in the world to witness Mother 
Nature’s light show, the Aurora Borealis. 

This tour offers travellers the unique 
chance to watch the dancing skies from right 
on the tundra, while also experiencing the 
culture and warmth of the town and people 
of Churchill,

BLACHFORD LAKE LODGE AURORA 
ADVENTURE

Experience the Aurora Borealis from 
the comfort of Blachford Lake Lodge deep 
within the wilderness. Perched on a rock 
knoll overlooking Blachford Lake, the Lodge 
is a 30-minute bush-plane trip from the 
city of Yellowknife, the capital of Canada’s 
Northwest Territories.
■ canada-alaska.com.au

What to see and do in the Margaret River region: 

MARGARET  
RIVER

Contact your specialists today! 1300 794 959
WWW.CANADA-ALASKA.COM.AU

AURORA ADVENTURE
3 nights from 

$3,484 per person

WINTER IN VANCOUVER
3 nights from 

$715 per person

WINTER DELIGHTS
7 nights from 

$1,135 per person

NORTHERN LIGHTS & WINTER NIGHTS
7 nights from 

$6,269 per person

JASPER WINTER ADVENTURE
3 nights from 

$805 per person

QUEBEC WINTER WONDERLAND
7 nights from 

$1,999 per person

Untitled-5   1 9/08/2018   9:44:50 AM
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ADVENTURE TRAVEL: Advertorial

Cultural adventurers are invited to join 
A&K Managing Director Sujata Raman in July 
on a unique small group journey to West 
Africa, a still largely untravelled part of the 
continent. 

The focus is on three of the region’s 
most fascinating countries -Ghana, Togo 
and Benin–which are home to some of the 
world’s most welcoming people and have 
long and intriguing histories. 

On this adventure, A&K travellers will 
observe a voodoo healing ceremony, see 
traditional witch doctors at work, watch a 
local trance dance and be on the sideline of 
an enthralling funeral ceremony. 

A&K’s 16-day West Africa: People, Past
& Present hosted by A&K Managing
Director Sujata Raman departs from July
2-17, 2019, and is priced at $12,815 per 
person. Maximum 14 guests.

Limited edition equals 

The mountains and deserts of Central 
Asia provide the backdrop for another 
extraordinary A&K adventure to the heart of 
the ancient Silk Road in some of the world’s 
most remote and untouched regions. 

Exploring Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan, 
travellers will experience two countries 
steeped in antiquity with a lasting legacy 
from the warriors and emperors who made 
their mark. 

Some of the oldest cities in the world will 
be revealed, such as legendary Samarkand, 
Bukhara and Khiva, each boasting a glorious 
architectural legacy and rich cultural 
heritage.

A&K’s 16-day Ancient Trade Routes of
Central Asia departs May 22 to June 6,
2019, and September 18 to October 3,
2019. It is priced from $11,495 per person.
Maximum 18 guests.

LOOKING FOR an exquisite adventure to some of the world’s most exotic destinations with 
privileged access to incredible sites and experiences?

Abercrombie & Kent’s ‘Limited Edition’ journeys provide all this and plenty more, 
including unique and varied dining opportunities and the chance to make meaningful 
connections in the places you visit. 

Educational elements and local encounters that broaden the mind are part of the A&K 
signature and are balanced with leisure time for self-discovery to ensure an unforgettable 
adventure.

Here are some favourites from A&K’s 2019 portfolio.

Born in Africa, A&K knows safari and this 
adventure takes travellers on a unique safari 
through Kenya in legendary 1930s style. 

This modern-day adventure channels all 
the glamour of the bygone era with private 
camps set up exclusively for the group. Tents 
are equipped with every expected comfort 
– plush beds and en suite bathrooms, 
handwoven rugs and camp furniture – 
with staff on hand 24/7 and gourmet bush 
cuisine. This is bush luxury at its finest.

A&K’s nine-day Kenya under Canvas
departs June 30 to July 8, 2019, and
September 15 to 23, 2019. It is priced from
$13,995 per person. Maximum 17 guests. 

In remote western Mongolia, A&K has 
handcrafted an adventure around the 
unique Golden Eagle Festival which occurs 
only once a year. 

Competing Kazakh horsemen 
demonstrate their skills with their prized 
Golden Eagles over two days of celebration 
with eagle training, traditional dance 
performances and equestrian challenges 
aplenty. 

While conditions for western travellers in 
this part of Mongolia are rudimentary, A&K 
sets up its own camp to ensure guests are 
comfortable while enjoying warm Mongol 
hospitality and a truly authentic experience. 

A&K’s 12-day Mongolia’s Golden Eagle
Festival is hosted by photographer Palani
Mohan and departs October 2 to 13,
2019. It is priced at $15,555 per person.
Maximum 18 guests.

■ abercrombiekent.com.au

UNLIMITED  
EXPERIENCES



WAyWAymoreyymore
than w� e.

There are a lot of wine regions in Australia. 
But there’s more for your clients to do in Margaret 
River. WAy more. Like taking a dip in the pristine 
waters of Yallingup Beach, which is WAy less 
crowded. Or exploring a natural wonder that goes 
WAy deeper at Jewel Cave. Or taking in views that 
are WAy more breathtaking, standing proud on top 

of the Wilyabrup Cliffs. And it’s all WAy closer to 
Perth than you might expect, at only 3.5 hours away. 
When your clients explore the premium wine country 
that is Margaret River, they’ll fi nd that it has WAy 
more than wine.
For more information, visit 
westernaustralia.com/Margaretriver

MARGARET

WA
MARGARET

RIVER.

SMITHS BEACH
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AS WILDLIFE encounters go, standing 
within 10 metres of a group of big brown 
bears and their juveniles as they feed on 
salmon in a crystal clear river has got to be 
right up there. 

We are in Kamchatka, a fish-shaped 
peninsula hanging off the eastern side of 
Russia. It might as well be an island since 
it is only connected to the mainland by a 
narrow strip of land that is impassable. 

In fact there are few roads anywhere in 
Kamchatka, due to the volcanic terrain. The 
main road, from the capital Petropavlovsk 
north to Esso, is more or less the extent 
of the ‘road network’. After that it’s all by 
helicopter.

So, back to the bears: 
Ursusarctosberingianus – better known as 
the Kamchatka brown bear – is not quite as 
big as his grizzly cousin, but can still grow 
to three metres tall when standing on his 
hind legs and some have recorded weights 
up to 650 kilograms. 

They fish for salmon in the rivers, 
streams and lakes of the peninsula, and we 
head north by helicopter to the impossibly-
named Lake Dvukyurtochnoye – dubbed 
‘Lake D’ by our group – to seek them out.

We spend two nights in rustic but 

comfortable wooden cabins in the pristine 
and untouched wilderness of central 
Kamchatka. It is from here that we trek on foot 
to the bears – a moderate but steady-paced 
walk of about 40 minutes through sometimes 
muddy tracks to the river. 

For safety’s sake we are accompanied by a 
gun-master at the front and the back of the 
group, though the bears are not aggressive 
due to being extremely well-fed: the rivers 
and streams are literally heaving with salmon.

We turn a corner and there, through the 
leaves, a small group of bears is clearly visible 
– two adults, a juvenile and two young cubs. 
The cubs are frolicking in the water, playing 
on a fallen log and batting the water with 
their paws. 

Beside them the adults meander through 
the water, occasionally rising up on their hind 
legs to sniff the wind. They’re no more than 
10 metres away and they pay no attention to 
us at all.

After a few awestruck moments, I find 
myself growing bold, snapping pictures of 
an adult dining on freshly-caught fish, the 
salmon still wriggling in its great paws as it 
sinks its jaws into the pink flesh. 

It is fascinating watching them – especially 
the juveniles and very young cubs. They’re 

Here, SARAH BUTLER, Senior Consultant with Travel Directors, 
reports on the experience of a lifetime with brown bears in Russia.

playful, spirited and utterly unperturbed 
by our presence nearby. Most of us are 
observing them from a wooden viewing 
platform, but I am at ground level with the 
gun-masters. It is an awesome experience, 
indescribable: nature at its best.

Altogether we make four trips to see 
the bears, each about an hour long – early 
morning and early evening, when they’re 
most active. 

Long after our group returns to 
Petropavlovsk, the chatter among us is all 
about the bears – the rightful residents of 
this magnificent landscape, unspoiled by 
industry and untouched by human hands.

‘Kamchatka: Nature’s Tour de Force’ is a fully 
inclusive, 19-day tour priced from $17,500. 
Next departures are in June and July 2019.

■ traveldirectors.com.au

BEAR KIND

ADVENTURE TRAVEL

Close encounters of the  

Pictures by Sarah Butler



LATIN AMERICA

“El realismo mágico es la realidad de América Latina.” – Gabriel Garcia Marquez

Request a
copy of our

new 2019 Latin
America book. Visit 

abercrombiekent.com.au
for details.

Abercrombie & Kent has just released its 2019 Latin America portfolio, including luxury private 
and small group journeys to Mexico, Cuba, Guatemala & Honduras, Columbia, Ecuador & 
The Galapagos, Peru, Brazil, Bolivia, Uruguay, Chile and Argentina. This is a new way to travel in the 
New World, lands fi lled with ancient sites and modern sounds, extraordinary landscapes, unique 
wildlife, mesmerising cultures, cuisines, histories, myth and travel magic unmatched anywhere else. 
Sophisticated cities, unforgettable wilderness experiences, authentic local encounters, privileged 
after-hours and behind-the-scenes access, designer hotels and eco-lodges, gorgeous estancias, 
luxury trains and small ships, glamorous high desert camps – no-one can take you there like A&K.

Talk to your travel agent or call Abercrombie & Kent on 1300 851 800

www.abercrombiekent.com.au
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LUXURY TRAVEL

KNOWN AS the ‘corridor of time’, the Flinders 
Ranges are home to two new fossils, 
prestigiously named after Barack Obama 
and Sir Richard Attenborough.

Geologists continue to process the 
discoveries made in June at the closed 
site. However, travellers can gain access to 
Australia’s geological beginnings at Wilpena 

Pound Resort which offers 4WD adventures 
exploring the land where time began. 

The ‘Time Travel & Gorgeous Gorges’ 4WD 
Tour explores the rugged beauty of Brachina 
and Bunyeroo Gorges and more than 600 
million years of geological history that lies 
within.  

Among the fossils in this region are 

imprints of stromatolites – some of the 
earliest forms of life ever to appear on earth 
– soft bodied animals similar to jellyfish and 
ancient crustaceans such as trilobites, extinct 
relatives of the modern-day crab. 

The half day 4WD tour includes morning 
or afternoon tea and starts from $150 per 
adult, $90 per child or family price of $390 
for two adults and two children.  

Other tours include the Yura Udnyu ‘Our 
Culture, Your Culture’ walk, led by a local 
Aboriginal guide for an informative stroll 
to Old Wilpena Station and the ‘Sunset 
Spectacular’, observing the changing colours 
over Wilpena Pound and the Flinders Ranges 
while enjoying wine and cheese.

Ikara Safari Camp provides a luxury 
camping experience with each tent 
offering a king bed, modern bathroom, 
air-conditioning and a private deck and fire 
pit. Rates start from $320 per night. Resort-
style accommodation is also available at the 
adjacent Wilpena Pound Resort from $233 
(including breakfast for two people).
■ wilpenapound.com.au

ADVENTURE TRAVEL

LAVA FIELDS, waterfalls, glaciers, whale watching and the world’s 
youngest volcano.

These are just some of the highlights of a new expedition cruise 
package from Adventure Canada and Cruise Traveller that takes 
guests on a circumnavigation of Iceland – the land of fire and ice.

With the help of the hit TV show, Game of Thrones, Iceland has 
become one of the world’s hottest tourist destinations. This eco-
friendly voyage aboard the 198-passenger The Ocean Endeavour 
takes place in July 2019.

As part of an early bird offer, discounts of between $US700 and 
$US1,470 (approx. $AU940 and $AU1,980) per person are being 

offered, depending on cabin categories. In addition, a free hotel night 
in Iceland is also offered for bookings made before September 20.

Beginning in Reykjavik on July 4, the ‘Iceland Circumnavigation’ 
package is available from $US6,195 (approx. $AU8,350) per person 
twin share (including the early bird saving). Flights from Australia are 
extra.

Fares include one-night free hotel accommodation, pre-cruise, 
in Reykjavik, complimentary expedition parka, all shipboard meals 
and zodiac shore excursions and the expertise of Adventure Canada 
expedition staff.
■ cruisetraveller.com.au/Iceland2019

Including a free night in Reykjavik and a nine-night, round-
trip expedition cruise from Reykjavik, the 10-night ‘Iceland 
Circumnavigation’ package features:

•   The Snaefellsnes Peninsula – a 100km-long landscape filled 
with fjords, pristine beaches and rolling lava flows, all topped 
by the Snaefellsjokull volcano

•   A visit to Grimsey Island to see the one million seabirds that 
live there, including puffins, guillemots and gulls

•   A visit to Husavik, the whale capital of Iceland, with more 
than 15 different species frequenting the area

•   A visit to the Vestmannaeyjar islands, home to Eldfell, the 
youngest volcano in the world which was formed in 1973.

How to mix fire with ice

Explore the land where time began



LINDBLAD EXPEDITIONS has launched its 
2019 Galápagos brochure with each trip 
offering a myriad of animal encounters as 
well as exploring a region rich in natural 
treasures.

The dedicated brochure details six 
in-depth diverse itineraries through the 
Galápagos as well as explorations to Peru, 
tropical Andes and the Amazon.

One of the new expeditions to the market 
is the ‘Wild Galápagos Escape’, which is a 
shorter itinerary for 2019 and packs a host of 
activities into one week.

Set aboard the newly refurbished 
48-guest National Geographic Islander, 

the expedition features five days in the 
archipelago exploring the islands and 
multiple adventures each day on land and 
under the sea.

Guests will enjoy the full Lindblad-
National Geographic Galápagos cruise 
experience with tools to enhance the 
trip, such as a fleet of Zodiacs, kayaks and 

Gallop to the Galapagos

■ LATITUDE 33 will be hosting a small group of 20 travellers in 
August 2019, exploring Norway, Greenland and Iceland over a 
24-night itinerary. Guests will be spotting polar bears and other 
wildlife by day and the famous Aurora Borealis at night. Prices 
start from $26,424 per person. latitude33

ADVENTURE TRAVEL

stand-up paddleboards. Undersea video 
technology will also be in use with enough 
equipment to ensure all guests are able to 
go out on active adventures daily.

Lindblad Expeditions also provides 
activities for families travelling with children. 
Developed in conjunction with National 
Geographic Education, the program is 
designed to help kids and teens develop 
the attitudes, skills and knowledge of an 
explorer, undertaking activities while being 
guided by a National Geographic certified 
field educator.   

Travellers can also enjoy a complimentary 
bar tab and Wi-Fi on all 2019 departures on 
the National Geographic Islander or National 
Geographic Endeavour II.

To coincide with the launch of the new 
brochure, guests can receive a $500 special 
savings offer, plus free return flights from 
Guayaquil to Galápagos – when booking 
before October 31.
■ au.expeditions.com

traveldirectors.com.au
1300 856 661

WORLDWIDE
ESCORTED
TOURS

*Includes: return economy �ights on 
Emirates; all internal �ights in Africa; all 

taxes; all visas and courier fees; Rwandan 
gorilla permit (recently increased by the 

Rwandan Govt to $1500 USD pp); all 
ground transportation; all 

accommodation (twin share); all meals; all 
sightseeing & entrance fees; expert local 

guides; and all tips & gratuities.

Experts in small-group 
tours for the 

discerning traveller for 
more than 25 years.

African Dawn
Join us in January for an unforgettable 28-day tour timed to coincide with one of 
the world’s most spectacular festivals – Timkat – in Addis Ababa on 19 January. 
It’s Africa with a di�erence, as you visit the source of the Nile, Lake Victoria, and 
the Kazinga Channel in Uganda, Dian Fossey’s beloved gorillas in Rwanda, and 
the extraordinary rock-hewn churches and heritage sites of Ethiopia.

UGANDA | RWANDA | ETHIOPIA
27 DAYS | ALL INCLUSIVE* | DEPARTS 5 JAN 2019 | from $20,950
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LUXURY TRAVEL

What’s in a word?
Here, CAMERON NEILL from Bench Africa analyses the true 
meaning of luxury and how it should apply to the world of travel.

HOW CAN you define luxury?  Some will say 
you can tell it’s luxurious by looking at the 
price. Others will say it has to do with how 
many people are doing it, or how exclusive 
the trip is. They are both wrong. 

To feel luxury is to experience a feeling 
of fulfilment, of contentment, of comfort. 
Luxury without feeling is simply “posh” and 
sometimes, “pretentious”.

With travel, luxury is the feeling you get 
when you wake up in the morning and share 
a breakfast with a hungry five metre giraffe.  

It’s the feeling you get when sleeping out 
under the stars in your comfortable treetop 
perch, hearing the sounds of the African 
bush. 

It’s the exploration of modern African 
cuisine from your cosy boma dinner or 
the extra mile your guides take to ensure 
you have the best sightings for your 
photographs.  

It can be a cold gin and tonic served 
with a sunset or a seat at a simple bush 
restaurant made for two, deep in the African 
wilderness. It doesn’t have to be the finest in 
the world to be the best in the world.  

Around the world (and Africa) brands 
constantly use the word “luxury”, talking 

about everything from their bath soaps to 
their brand of binoculars.  

That’s a shallow understanding of 
the word. If luxury is meant to evoke a 
feeling of comfort and to reinvigorate 
the soul, nothing is more luxurious than 
reconnecting with nature alongside the 
ones you love.  

If it’s about exclusivity, experiencing 
a moment on safari that will never be 
repeated for anyone else is the ultimate 
moment of exclusivity. That’s something 
money can’t buy, given to you and your 
significant others only.  

If it’s about relaxation, then what can be 
more luxurious than time away from the 
frantic pace of everyday life, adjusting to the 
soothing ebb and flow of natural life? It’s the 
reason the British royalty vacation in Africa, 
usually staying in a simpler property where 
they can enjoy the luxury of being their true 
selves.  

You may pay more for luxury, but price is 
only painful if that something has no value. 
What’s the value of living out a childhood 
dream? To have time on safari, that’s a true 
luxury in life.
■ benchafrica.com

BREAK OUT BOX//

■ This seven-night tour is both a 

great introduction to safari and to the 

diversity of Kenya itself. 

From Nairobi Airport you will be met 

and transferred to Giraffe Manor, home 

to a “tower” of resident Rothschild 

giraffe. They often poke their necks 

into the windows in the hope of a 

treat, before retreating to their forest 

sanctuary. 

Guests then fly to Solio Game 

Reserve for a bush experience and a 

three-night stay. Solio is internationally 

recognised as the most successful 

private rhino breeding reserve in Kenya 

and sightings of up to 40 rhinoceros at 

a time are not uncommon. 

Transfer by air to the Masai Mara 

where you will be staying at Sala’s 

Camp for three nights before returning 

to Nairobi.

The itinerary includes return airport 

transfers, internal flights, seven-nights 

in five-star accommodation, meals, 

local drinks, laundry services, park fees 

and game-viewing activities.

It is priced from $8,795 per person 

twin share.

DELUXE KENYA 
SAFARI SPECIAL
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LUXURY TRAVEL

RESORT OFFERS GUESTS  
A BIG BIRTHDAY TREAT
IN THE lead up to its 50th birthday in November, the boutique Toberua 
Island Resort in Fiji has a limited time offer.

Toberua is a privately-owned island set on one-and-a-half hectares 
of lush, tropical gardens located in the middle of a private lagoon off 
the east coast of Fiji’s main island, Viti Levi.

Home to 15 oceanfront bures and one, three-bedroom villa, the 
resort fuses contemporary décor with traditional Fijian style and 
warm hospitality. It is perfect for couples and families looking for an 
intimate island getaway.

“A stay at Toberua can be as energetic or relaxing as each guest 
desires,” said Narelle Christoffersen-Langton, Marketing Manager for 
World Resorts of Distinction. 

“They can participate in a wide range of activities including fishing, 
sailing, SUPing, world-class snorkeling and PADI-certified diving.”

Available now until September 30, the celebratory offer is 
two free nights on a minimum seven-night stay. It is priced from 
$NZ2,750 (approx. $AU2,480) per bure and includes two free nights’ 
accommodation and a choice of either $FJ300 resort credit, up to 
three children staying for free, or two-for-one dive experiences.
■ toberua.com

THE INTERCONTINENTAL Fiji Golf Resort & Spa is celebrating 
another win at the 2018 World Luxury Spa Awards.

For the second consecutive year, Spa InterContinental has been 
named regional winner for Oceania/South Pacific’s ‘Best Luxury 
Resort Spa’.

The awards set the benchmark in quality, innovation and 
service for spas around the globe. Awards were presented to 
luxury spas in 32 different categories on a global, continent, 
regional and country basis.

“Being innovative, introducing new treatments and developing 
that into our identity is 
part and parcel of why we 
consider ourselves the best 
in the business,” said Kalpana 
Devi, Spa Manager.

InterContinental Fiji Golf 
Resort & Spa is spread across 
14 hectares of manicured 
tropical gardens. Spa 
InterContinental is a journey 
inspired by Asian, Eastern 
and Western influences, 
offering nine treatment 
rooms for both singles and 
couples.
■ fiji.intercontinental.com

Golf spa is on  
par for success

BENCH AFRICA

TAILOR-MADE SAFARIS | HONEYMOONS | LUXURY TRAIN JOURNEYS | SMALL GROUP TOURS | FAMILY SAFARIS | ADVENTURE SAFARIS | SPECIALIST SAFARIS | ESCORTED TOURS

The Africa travel experts since 1969. We set the benchmark for African safaris.
1300 AFRICA (237 422) | benchafrica.com.au | or contact your travel agent

2019BROCHUREOUT SOON!

J407

WINNER
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LUXURY TRAVEL: Advertorial

DREAMING OF an Arabian escape? Two 
of Dubai’s leading beach resorts are 
offering exceptional deals and experiences 
showcasing the very best of Arabian 
hospitality. 

One&Only Royal Mirage, the chic and 
buzzing beach resort overlooking Palm 
Island Bay in the heart of new Dubai, offers 
guests a blend of fantasy and Arabian 
tradition, comprising of three distinctive 
properties along one kilometre of private 
beach and within 26 hectares of landscaped 
gardens. 

A short boat ride away from One&Only 
Royal Mirage, One&Only The Palm, the 

boutique resort perched on the tip of The 
Palm’s Crescent, feels like a hideaway in a city 
that never sleeps.

One&Only Royal Mirage is now offering 
an exclusive deal for families looking for an 
affordable escape without compromising 
on luxury. Available for a minimum of two 
nights, the package offers 50 per cent off 
a second room for the children and one 
Aquaventure day pass per person per 
stay at the nearby Atlantis, The Palm with 
complimentary shuttle service. 

Those who are looking for a uniquely 
Arabian evening are encouraged to visit 
one of two atmospheric courtyards at The 

Palace and Arabian Court at One&Only Royal 
Mirage. Here, guests will enjoy ‘Majilis’ style 
seating on comfortable cushions, oriental 
mezzehs and the unique experience of an 
aromatic ‘Shisha’, all set to enchanting and 
authentic Arabian music.

On the other side of town, One&Only The 
Palm is offering an indulgent chic hideaway 
perfect for friends or mother-daughter 
bonding with the ‘Ladies Hideaway at 
Guerlain Spa’ package. 

Unwind with complimentary beauty 
treats at Guerlain Spa, from facials to 
massages and manicure to pedicure. In 
additional, guests can relax and spend time 
at the resort’s pool and private beach, and 
delight in the splendid complimentary daily 
breakfast.

The Guerlain Spa at One&Only The 
Palm offers cutting-edge innovation and 
customisation, where guests can enjoy 
personalised spa treatments in an exquisite 
setting and state-of-the-art techniques. 
■ oneandonlyresorts.com

New Dubai experiences 
from One&Only

One&Only The Palm Beach Front Villa 

One&Only The Palm beach
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THE MALDIVES is consistently voted 
one of the most romantic destinations 
in the world and soon loved-up 
couples will have a new property to 
enjoy.

The Westin Maldives Miriandhoo 
Resort is located more than 100 
kilometres north of the capital on an 
uninhabited island on the Baa Atoll, 
the first and only UNESCO Biosphere 
Reserve in the Maldives.

To reach the property, guests can 
take a scenic 30-minute seaplane 
flight or a 20-minute domestic flight to 
Dharavandhoo, followed by 15-minute 
speedboat ride.

The resort will have 70 ocean villas 
and facilities will include a fitness 
studio, spa, swimming pool and tennis 
court. The Westin Family Kids Club will 
offer fun activities and programs for 
children aged four to 12.

Among the dining options is Island 

Kitchen, serving international and 
authentic Indian, Maldivian and Chinese 
cuisine. The restaurant stays true to 
Westin’s Eat Well philosophy through 
a balanced and healthy offering. Live 
kitchens, each with an individual 
identity, are integrated into different 
zones within the outlet’s modern and 
open design.

Other dining options include The 
Pearl, which is focused on refined 
Japanese cuisine, while Hawker will 
offer authentic street food in a lively, 
entertaining atmosphere.

Sunset Bar is a casual lounge bar 
with a strong resort feel. Laid-back 
aesthetically, Sunset Bar is where 
guests can enjoy the sunsets, crafted 
cocktails and some tapas in a sociable 
and relaxed atmosphere.

The resort is scheduled to open later 
this year.
■ starwoodhotels.com

ROMANTIC HOLIDAYS

NEW RESORT COMES 
TO THE MALDIVES

COUPLES WILL be able to tie the knot right 
by the beach when The Apurva Kempinski 
Bali opens at the end of the year.

The opening of the five-star resort will be 
the first on the island for the hotel chain and 
its second property in Indonesia.

“We are excited to welcome The Apurva 
Kempinski Bali and add this iconic property 
to our hotel portfolio,” said Michael Henssler, 
Chief Operating Officer Asia, Kempinski Hotels.

“From its unique architecture to artfully 
curated interior design, The Apurva 
Kempinski Bali will present itself as a majestic 
open-air theatre in which the guests will have 

the opportunity to experience the wonders 
of this unique island.”

Set amid the cliffs and beaches of 
southern Bali, the hotel will feature 475 
rooms, suites and exclusive villas, five 
eclectic dining venues and a cigar and 
shisha lounge. Facilities include an ocean-
facing spa and fitness centre, a 60-metre 
swimming pool, kids’ pool and a family club. 

For events, business meetings and 
weddings, the hotel offers a 1,076-square-
metre, pillar-free and ocean-view grand 
ballroom, meeting rooms, The Apurva 
beachfront wedding chapels and a 

2,200-square-metre oceanfront lawn for 
outdoor gatherings and events.

“We have meticulously researched and 
worked with artisans to assemble the best 
of Indonesian craftsmanship, sharing with 
the traveller the richness of the destination’s 
cultural heritage,” said William Katuari, 
President Director of Wings Group and the 
hotel’s owning company.

“We trust that Kempinski will strengthen 
our vision in delivering an elevated 
interpretation through personalised local 
experiences.”
■ kempinski.com

Hotel promises to raise the bar
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ROSES AND chocolates are good – but travel 
is still the best way to keep the spark alive. 

Couples who travel together stay 
together, they say. And what better way to 
profess your love than through a dreamy 
romantic getaway to the heart of the Pacific 
– New Caledonia.

New Caledonia houses the world’s 
biggest lagoon, second largest Great Barrier 
Reef, and was declared a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in 2008. 

Exceptional eco-system and marine 
biodiversity are part and parcel of New 
Caledonia but it has a lot more in store to 
feed your wanderlust, especially if you’re 
travelling as a couple. 

In this beautiful destination, there are 

plenty of ways to keep the passion alive – 
apart from getting a bird’s-eye view of the 
famous Heart of Voh on board a helicopter.

With a wide selection of tailor-made 
holiday packages, accommodation and 
activities, couples have plenty of options to 
fill their unobstructed one-on-one time in 
the island paradise.  

For those embarking on a honeymoon, 
select packages offer an intimate setting that 
blends the warm atmosphere of the South 
Pacific with romantic French ambience.

A romantic New Caledonian holiday 
allows couples to experience a different kind 
of closeness often not felt in daily life. 

From discovering how much she loves 
being surrounded by lush pine trees in the 

Isle of Pines, to knowing how much he likes 
the adrenaline rush of water activities in Anse 
Vata beach, and even learning about your 
common desire for getting pampered in 
the beautiful Deva Domain, each activity is 
carefully organised to tug at the heartstrings.  

With lots of experiences covered, you’re 
sure to find something that sweeps her off 
her feet.

Planning to surprise your partner? Why 
not give the gift of travel? 

Let New Caledonia Travel Connection, 
Australia’s leading travel specialist to the 
destination, help you arrange an intimate 
vacation to this stunning island of bliss. 
■ Visit newcaledoniatravel.com.au or call 
1300 108 625.

ROMANTIC HOLIDAYS: Advertorial

New Caledonia makes romantic 
holidays even more intimate.

Loved-up in 
paradise

PACKAGES TO NEW CALEDONIA ON SALE

info@newcaledoniatravel.com.au
1300  108  625 

www.newcaledoniatravel.com.au

Flights Transfers Accommodation Taxes

ALL PACKAGES INCLUDE:

•  Free nights
•  Free tours
•  Huge discounts
•  Added values
•  And much more…

Prices start from $1,169 PP twin share
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KORO SUN Resort in Fiji is offering a rainforest 
wedding setting for couples looking to tie the knot in 
memorable surroundings.

The resort is a 64-hectare sanctuary north of Vanua 
Levu and features 50 spacious bures and villas.

“The resort takes pride in making every single 
wedding as magical and memorable as possible, 
offering a selection of packages to ensure each 
service is tailored perfectly to the respective couple’s 
requirements,” said Nina Richards, Marketing Manager 
for World Resorts of Distinction.

The property has an experienced events team and 
will assist couples throughout the entire process. 
Special requests such as intimate ceremonies, Fijian 
wedding costumes, professional flower arrangements, 
photographers and traditional wedding cakes can all 
be arranged.

Couples can select from various locations for the 
ceremony: from the beachfront to the resort’s seaside 
patio, main bure or mountain top villa. For the more 
adventurous, Koro Sun Resort also offers underwater 
weddings.

“Inspired by the spirit of the South Pacific and 
infused with natural elements inspired by the 
rainforest, ceremonies at this resort are filled with chic 
tropical accents straight from the pages of a wedding 
magazine.”
■ korosunresort.com

FIND YOUR RIVER OF

AQUA EXPEDITIONS has announced 
new romantic honeymoon and 
anniversary cruise experiences offering 
couples truly immersive river safaris.

Trips are on the boutique operator’s 
Aqua Mekong and Aria Amazon sailing 
schedules.

On checking into their spacious suite, 
couples will be greeted with a heart-
shaped chocolate cake or chocolate 
truffles, handwritten note and a bottle 
of Champagne. 

Onboard highlights include a gym, 
artisanal boutique, massage rooms, 
indoor bar, lounge area and outdoor 
Jacuzzi, while Aqua Mekong also 
features a library/games room, outdoor 
bar and screening room. A crew-to-
guest ratio of one to one ensures great 
comfort and quality service.

Twice-daily excursions in groups 
of no more than eight by private 
speedboat are led by expert local 
guides. Guests can feel the jungle 
underfoot, bike to local markets and 
temples, hop in the vessel’s kayaks or 
discover unspoiled waters and rare 
indigenous wildlife. 

For couples wishing to immerse 
themselves in local culture, activities 
include visits to busy markets, key nature 
spots and remote floating villages.

World-class local dining onboard 
is designed by renowned consulting 
Chefs, David Thompson on Aqua 
Mekong and Pedro Miguel Schiaffino on 
Aria Amazon – both of whom are known 

Get hitched 
in style in Fiji 

as authorities on the unique cuisine of 
each region. 

After dinner, couples can enjoy a 
drink on the Observation Deck as the 
night sky fills with constellations and 
shooting stars – the ultimate romantic 
setting.

Couples on Aqua Mekong can head 
to the screening room for a range of 
movie classics, or on more balmy nights 
can enjoy the outdoor cinema under 
the stars. Those celebrating a wedding 
anniversary on Aria Amazon will be 
treated to a special cake on the day 
along with songs by the onboard band.

Honeymoon and anniversary 
cruises are priced from $US4,050 
(approx. $AU5,460) per person on 
Aqua Mekong and $US3,825 (approx. 
$AU5,160) per person on Aria Amazon.

Prices are based on twin share 
suite accommodation on three-night 
‘Discovery Cruises’ and include all 
meals onboard, beverages (premium 
non-alcoholic, house wine and 
beer), shore excursions, bike use and 
intermittent Wi-Fi. 
■ aquaexpeditions.com.au

DREAMS
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ROMANTIC HOLIDAYS: Advertorial

THERE REALLY is no better place for the 
ultimate romantic holiday than The Islands 
of Tahiti.

Named in the top five honeymoon 
destinations in the world and for having the 
third best insta-worthy beaches, it’s proven 
that Bora Bora is one of the most idyllic 
places to visit. 

Famed for its iconic overwater bungalows 
and turquoise lagoons, Bora Bora really does 
have everything you could wish for on a 
magical holiday with the one you love.

With a nine-hour flight from Australia 
to Papeete, Tahiti, and a one-hour transfer 
flight to Bora Bora, approaching the island 
by boat or plane, you’ll see the truly surreal 
beauty of the landscape, which fascinates 
visitors thanks to its mystical scenery. 

With enchanting features like the lush 

vegetation and steep point of Mount 
Otemanu, Bora Bora’s beauty will take your 
breath away.

When you arrive on Bora Bora, known 
locally as ‘the pearl of the Pacific’, there are 
lots of different options for accommodation. 

The magnificent overwater bungalows 
that are designed and built in the traditional 
Tahitian style offer direct access into the 
lagoon and allow for the perfect hideaway 
for relaxation and privacy. While the 
pensions (family-run guesthouses) offer an 
immersion into true Tahitian culture with 
and a cost-effective way to learn about 
traditions and hidden gems of the island 
from its locals.

If you’re an adventure-seeking couple, 
you could even try camping! This is a really 
great way to experience the beauty and 

nature of the islands on a smaller budget. 
Bring your camping equipment or buy 
locally when you arrive and you can settle 
straight in, waking up to the sounds of 
nature on the shoreline.

With a few hotels and plenty of bars and 
restaurants, you have the choice of all-
inclusive or half-board options so that you 
and your partner can enjoy the local Bora 
Bora cuisine just as you please.

With a stunning island in the middle of 
the Pacific Ocean comes an abundance of 
activities too! With beautiful weather all year 
round, the idyllic setting of Bora Bora makes 
for the perfect getaway. 

Whether you’re hiking the lush landscape 
or chilling out in the soothing sea breeze 
with sand between your toes, there is 
something for every couple.

BORA BORA. Need we say more?
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There are many sides to The Islands of Tahiti. Yet they are all 

connected by Mana. Mana is a life force and spirit that surrounds us. 

You can see it. Touch it. Taste it. Feel it. And from the moment you 

arrive, you will understand why we say our Islands are

To discover Mana for yourself,  visit TahitiTourisme.com.au
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EUROPE

LET’S BE real – the way to anyone’s heart is 
through their tastebuds. And as such, it’s 
so easy to fall in love with a country simply 
through food. 

Cruising through the Netherlands, 
Germany, Austria and Hungary over 14 
nights on Travelmarvel’s ‘European Gems’ 
river cruise, I familiarised myself with each 
unique culture through the region’s flavours. 

And still, when certain scents waft 
through the air, I’m transported right back 
to those cloudy taverns and twinkling 
market lights of Western Europe. 

Disembarking in Miltenberg, I 
immediately feel as though my river ship 
is actually a time machine. Surrounded by 
crooked half-timbered houses, I am eager to 
hear what tales the town has to tell. 

My wishes are answered as the fabulous 
team at Travelmarvel arrange for us to meet 
a local family in their home. 

Over sticky apple pastries and cheesecake 
with “quark,” we sip coffee and listen to 
stories about the town’s history and way of 
life. I press my finger to the plate, picking up 

the tiniest remaining crumbs, before being 
farewelled by our hosts. 

Back aboard the river ship and with sights 
set on Regensburg, I am taken from the cosy 
family home to an intimate village tavern 
without even stepping ashore. 

With an old-world atmosphere dancing 
alongside the whistle of a Bavarian 
accordion, we are served traditional 
snacks onboard, like pretzels, sauerkraut 
and sausages, washing them all down in 
a quintessential German fashion – with a 
foaming beer, of course.

Sweeping across the water beside 
cobbled lanes and 16th century town 
houses, we indulge in a tipple of apricot 
schnapps before continuing to Vienna.

Among locals snapping up deals on 
regional honey or rye bread, the famous 
stalls of Naschmarkt are revealed. Artisan 
wine, aromatic oils, vinegars and even 
a treat called stone chocolate – in just 
seconds, Naschmarkt proves to be more 
than a standard Sunday marketplace. 

At first there is a smoky, wooden smell 

to the air and with every turn around the 
corner something entirely different fills our 
lungs, setting our imaginations and taste 
buds alight. 

Having luckily planned our journey to 
coincide with Mottomarkt, which only runs 
for three days a month between April and 
October, the gastronomic highlights of Vienna 
extend further than we could have hoped. 

Set just behind Naschmarkt, Mottomarkt 
sells everything from spiced gingerbread 
to handmade soap, and with plenty of free 
time to explore, discovering this little-
known treasure is a highlight not even on 
my itinerary!

Even now that I’m back home, every now 
and then I’ll get a snapshot that takes me back 
to the Danube. It might be in the scent of a 
Black Forest cake baking in the oven, or in the 
sizzle of a currywurst as it snaps from the pan. 

My strongest and fondest travel 
memories are triggered through food and 
I am more than happy to welcome the 
digression from everyday life.
■ travelmarvel.com.au

Here, LAYLA HOMEWOOD details the finest foodie highlights of her recent 
river cruise from Amsterdam to Budapest with Travelmarvel.

■ Travelmarvel’s 15-day ‘European 

Gems’ river cruise starts from $5,495 

per person, including a Fly Free early 

bird deal and early payment discount. 

Based on a December 2, 2019, departure 

(Amsterdam to Budapest, Category E)

A taste of tradition
Amsterdam



Würzburg

Regensburg

Nuremberg

Melk

Rüdesheim

Cologne

Utrecht

Passau

Bamberg

Brühl

Dürnstein

Vienna

Amsterdam

Budapest

Netherlands

Hungary

Slovakia

Czech Republic

Austria

Germany

Miltenberg

Travelmarvel
River Ship

14

Paris
3

Prague
3

*Conditions apply. SEE: travelmarvel.com.au/SpecialDeals for full conditions. Prices are per person (pp), AUD, twin share. Prices are correct as at 20 August 2018. Prices based on EUTC15: 2 December 2019 (Cat. E), EUTCRE24 – Eastern Europe and European Gems River Cruise:  
7 September 2019 (Cat. E), EUTCRC26 – Adriatic Highlights and European Gems River Cruise: 19 September 2019 (Cat. E). All offers include an Early Payment Discount of up to $400 pp. EARLY PAYMENT DISCOUNT: Tour must be paid in full 10 months prior to travel. Enquire for  
details. Limited seats on set departures are available and are subject to availability. DEPOSITS: A first non-refundable deposit of $1,000 pp is due within seven days of booking. Australian Pacific Touring Pty Ltd. ABN 44 004 684 619. ATAS accreditation #A10825. TM4733

Member of  
the APT  
Travel Group

FLY FREE
ALL CABINS, 
 ALL DATES*

EUTC15/EUTCPP21

EUROPEAN  
GEMS

15 DAYS FROM

$5,495*
PP TWIN SHARE

EASTERN EUROPE
24 DAYS FROM

$10,290*
PP TWIN SHARE

What does your holiday price include?
ü  A 14 night cruise on a newly refurbished river ship with 

exceptional facilities
ü  Expert services of a Travelmarvel Cruise Director
ü  Key sightseeing with local guides 
ü  Travelmarvel’s unique ‘Insider Experiences’
ü Visit the World Heritage-listed Augustusburg Castle
ü  NEW! Flexi-Tours give you more choice and free time
ü		41	meals,	daily	bottled	water,	tea	and	coffee,	plus	soft	drink,	 

beer and wine during lunch and dinner onboard 
ü  Transfers, port charges and tipping

 travelmarvel.com.au/Europe2019  or contact your  
local travel agent1300 206 471(

Add a 6 night Prague 
and Paris City Stay 

from just $2,600* pp
Prague to  
Amsterdam
15 day European Gems river 
cruise + 10 day land journey

Explore Germany, Poland and 
Slovakia	before	cruising	from	
Budapest to Amsterdam

EUROPE
RIVER CRUISING
YOUR CLIENTS CAN FLY FREE*  
– ALL CABINS, ALL DATES!

FLY FREE 
+ SAVE $1,000 
 PER COUPLE*

ADRIATIC HIGHLIGHTS
26 DAYS FROM

$11,190*
PP TWIN SHARE

Dubrovnik to 
Amsterdam
15 day European Gems river 
cruise + 12 day land journey 

Combine the stunning scenery 
of the Dalmatian Coast with your 
cruise through Europe

FLY FREE 
+ SAVE $1,000 
 PER COUPLE*

COMBINE YOUR CLIENT’S EUROPEAN GEMS CRUISE 
WITH ONE OF THESE IMMERSIVE LAND JOURNEYS

TM4733.indd   1 21/8/18   12:10 pm
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AUSSIE TRAVELLERS continue to flock to 
Europe, with Croatia, Greece, Sicily and 
Southern Italy among the most popular 
destinations.

That’s according to Chris Fundell, National 
Marketing Manager for Globus, who told 
Traveltalk that our love affair with the 
continent shows no signs of slowing down.

“Globus’ 2018 European bookings are up 
by seven per cent versus 2017 which was also 
a good year for the brand,” Mr Fundell said. 

“The momentum continues to build with 
2019 shaping up to be an even better year, 
tracking at almost 11 per cent higher for 
Globus main product, to date.”

Mr Fundell revealed that the company’s 
new product line, Escapes by Globus, has 
proved popular, with Italy, Spain, Britain and 
Ireland leading the way.

Among the Escapes by Globus range is an 
itinerary for fans of art and architecture who 
can visit Barcelona’s Sagrada Familia Basilica, 

architect Gaudì’s masterpiece, that has been 
in construction since 1882. 

For those who appreciate a good tipple 
or two, a tour through the whisky capital 
of the world – Scotland – includes a whisky 
distillery visit and tastings in Glasgow. 

There’s also an ‘escape’ for those more 
interested in simply passing time in a Parisian 
café, eating crêpes and sipping coffee. 
European wintertime departures on Escapes 
by Globus tours start from $769 per person.

Mr Fundell added that the company’s 
new private European touring program was 
also proving extremely popular. Specially 
crafted for parties from two to two dozen, 
Globus Private Touring invites travellers to 
experience all the benefits of an escorted 
Globus itinerary, while handpicking their 
travelling buddies.

“We’re delighted with the reaction 
we’ve received on the introduction of 
private touring,” said Mr Fundell. “Our trade 

partners have welcomed private tours as an 
extension of our current touring portfolio – 
with particular interest coming from families 
and groups wanting a more personal 
experience.

“Similarly, agents have seen great appeal 
and opportunity with this extension for 
multi-generational travel, of which they’ve 
already seen huge growth in the cruising 
market. Our private tours offer an attractive 
alternative for this market.”

Any Globus European itinerary can be 
converted to a Globus Private Touring 
experience once an itinerary is chosen and 
the travelling party’s numbers have been 
confirmed. 

Prices vary depending on the per person 
cost of the published tour itinerary and 
the number of travellers taking the trip (an 
additional premium is added, per guest, 
based on group numbers).
■ globus.com.au

EUROPE

What’s top of the Aussie pops?

ORMINA TOURS have launched their 2019 brochure containing new itineraries and 
destinations, making this their widest ranging program to date.

One of the many highlights is the launch of their Tuscan Villages Small Group Journey. 
Over 11 days, travellers will discover Tuscany’s most picturesque towns, villages and 
landscapes. 

These include the main villages of San Gimignano, Monteriggioni and Montalcino, and 
some lesser known but must-see villages like Radda in Chianti, Pitigliano and Sorano.

The expansion of City Breaks and Regional Discoveries, following the success of the 
seven-day Malta package, sees the addition of 11 new itineraries including Puglia, Sardinia 
and Corsica, Slovenia and Montenegro.

Pre- and post-tour options have been carefully designed to allow travellers to fully 
customise their itinerary and get the most out of their European journey.
■ orminatours.com

TUNE IN TO THIS BIG PROGRAM
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6 REASONS TO GO  

Only three hours from London, NewcastleGateshead is one 
of the hottest destinations in Europe right now. Here are 
just a few reasons to visit this thriving region.

Great Exhibition of the North
You’ll have to be quick to catch this 

major highlight in the cultural calendar, 
which closes on September 9. The 80-day 
exhibition showcases art, culture, design 
and innovation from the north of England 
in venues as diverse as the BALTIC Centre for 
Contemporary Art to Sage Gateshead.

Three themed walking routes guide 
visitors to venues and attractions: The Get 
North Art Trail, Get North Design Trail and 
Get North Innovation Trail. getnorth2018.com

A foodie paradise
With a spate of new restaurant openings, 

Michelin-star restaurants, comforting street 
food and everything in between, the city 
and the surrounding areas are a must-visit 
for any foodie. 

For a romantic date or a special 
celebratory treat, the two Michelin-star 
House of Tides fits the bill, while the 
Quayside has welcomed Dobson & Parnell, 
with its focus on fine dining British cuisine. 

Gateshead has seen the opening of Lola 
Jeans, which features a menu ‘from barn to 
board’ and an inspired cocktail list. Check 
out the neighbourhood of Jesmond for new 
eateries such as Cal’s Own for Brooklyn-style 
pizza pie.

The hottest nightlife
There’s no party quite like a party in 

Newcastle Gateshead, a city packed with 
friendly pubs, stylish cocktail bars, clubs 
playing the hottest DJ sets and music venues 
catering to every taste, resulting in its well-
deserved reputation as one of England’s best 
party cities… and one that keeps evolving. 

Hit the newest hotspots such as Wylam 
Brewery’s Palace of Arts, where you can 
catch live music and street food events while 
enjoying its unique craft beers. 

For quirky surroundings with your 
cocktails, head to Alvinos with its array of 
pinball machines and vintage vinyl records 
or, for an awesome selection of gin, spend 
the evening at Pleased To Meet You where 
you’ll find more than 100 behind the bar.

 Impressive on Instagram
Sir Antony Gormley’s iconic Angel of the 

North is 20 metres high and 54 metres wide 
and is an outstanding piece of public art. 

Dominating the Gateshead landscape, 
this impressive statue is a symbol of pride 
in north east England and makes a great 
photo. A range of special events are planned 
to mark its 20th anniversary this year; look 
out for pop-up #Angel20 activities and 
workshops at Gateshead venues.

Nearby natural beauty
Sometimes you need a breather from the 

bright lights – easily found by heading 45 
minutes out of town to Northumberland 
National Park. 

Here you’ll find a Dark Sky Reserve, the 
Hadrian’s Wall UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
a bracing walk or gentle cycle through more 
than 1,000-square-kilometres of English 
countryside. 

Newcastle is also close to the 
Northumberland coast featuring some of the 
best beaches in Britain. Check out Bamburgh 
Castle Beach or Cresswell Beach for sweeping 
stretches of sand that go on for miles. 

Out of town
Just a 12-minute train journey from 

Newcastle, Durham is one of the most 
picturesque cities in Britain. A cathedral and 
castle dominate the skyline of this city that 
has its own coastline and countless historical 
sites and events. 

This ‘Epic Tale of England’ is an all-action 
blockbuster show travelling through 2,000 
years of history and legend, with 1,000 cast 
and crew. (Runs until September 15).
■ visitbritain.com

GEORDIE

Top: View across the River Tyne.  
Picture courtesy VisitBritain/ Thomas Heaton
Above: Fresh lobster from the North Sea.  
Picture courtesy VisitEngland/
NewcastleGateshead Initiative

Quayside Festival food market. Pictures 
courtesy VisitEngland/NewcastleGateshead 
Initiative

Angel of the North



Experience

Magnificent Europe
in 2019

Delphi

FLY
FREE

FLY
FREE

*All fares in AU dollars, per person, twin share based on category J & including onboard gratuities & port taxes (correct as of 21 August, 2018). Valid for new bookings only. Fly Free offer is based on economy class air to/from 
Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane Adelaide & Perth only, specific airlines, routings & departure dates. Hotel & transfers between airport, port and hotel offered on dates specified on itinerary only, at the discretion of Voyages 
to Antiquity. Offers are capacity controlled and can be withdrawn or modified at any time without notice, and subject to availability at time of booking. Cancellation penalties & conditions apply. Prices based on payment 
by cash or cheque only. Travel agent service fees not included. Voyages to Antiquity reserve the right to change, correct errors, withdraw from sale any or all fares, itineraries, excursions & fees. For full terms & conditions visit 
www.voyagestoantiquity.com or visit your local preferred Travel Agent.

MEDITERRANEAN • AEGEAN • SCANDINAVIA • BALTIC • BLACK SEA

REQUEST OUR GRAND VOYAGE BROCHURE TODAY

02 9959 1345 • info@vta.net.au • www.voyagestoantiquity.com

TOUR EXCITING NEW DESTINATIONS IN 2019 WITH OUR AWARD-WINNING SMALL SHIP CRUISES

Grand Italy, Dalmatia 
& Greece

- Rome to Athens - 
5 September 2019 I 26 nights

Free Return Economy airfare to Europe*
2 night hotel stay in Rome 

22 night cruise onboard Aegean Odyssey 
2 night hotel stay in Athens

17 included shore excursions

Grand Black Sea 
& Southern Italy

- Athens to Rome - 
2 May 2019 | 25 nights 

Free Return Economy airfare to Europe*
2 night hotel stay in Athens 

21 night cruise onboard Aegean Odyssey 
2 night hotel stay in Rome

18 included shore excursions

Grand Iberia to  
the North Cape

- Seville to Copenhagen - 
4 June 2019 I 29 nights

Free Return Economy airfare to Europe*
2 night hotel stay in Seville 

27 night cruise onboard Aegean Odyssey 
Overnight onboard in Copenhagen

18 included shore excursions

FROM $14,695*  FROM $12,350*per person 
twin share

per person 
twin share

per person 
twin shareFROM $12,995* 

OUR AWARD-WINNING JOURNEYS INCLUDE:
• Sightseeing shore tours in most ports of call
• Hotel stays & transfers - as per the itinerary
• Many evening & overnight stays in port
• Experienced team of guest speakers
• All meals on-board Aegean Odyssey
• Complimentary wine with dinner on board
• Gratuities for on-board cabin & restaurant staff

ASK ABOUT OUR SOLO TRAVELLER FARES!

Voyages to Antiquity 
invites you to enjoy 
an intimate, inclusive 
Grand Voyage experience!

ATHENS
SEVILLE

COPENHAGEN

ATHENS

ROME
ROME
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RAIL HOLIDAYS

TRAVELMARVEL’S NEW 2019 Great Rail 
Journeys brochure showcases around 30 
adventures across four continents.

The most popular tour is the nine-day 
‘Edinburgh, the Highlands and Islands’, which 
includes travel aboard the train known as 
The Harry Potter Express. The tour leaves from 
Edinburgh, with multiple departure dates 
from April through to October.

Travellers can also secure a place at the 
2020 production of the Christ Passion Play 
held once every 10 years in the Bavarian 
town of Oberammergau. The 10-day rail 
holiday departs London and will include 
travel through the Bavarian Alps and visits to 
historic castles. 

The new ‘Spain and Morocco Adventure’ and 
the ‘Bordeaux and Basque Country’ itineraries 
can easily combine with a seven-night river 
cruise through Portugal’s Douro Valley.

ECRUISING HAS released an exclusive 
23-night journey, which sees travellers rail 
and sail their way from Singapore to Sydney. 

Boarding Sun Princess on November 13, 
2019, guests will embark on a 14-night 
journey where they’ll cruise into some of 
Asia’s most popular destinations.

Following the first stop in Ho Chi Minh 
City, guests will then sail to Sihanoukville in 
Cambodia and then Bangkok where they can 
explore the ancient temple of Angkor Wat 
and discover the beauty of Laem Chabang. A 
one-night stay in Koh Samui follows before a 
stop in Benoa in Bali.

Entering Australian waters in late 

November, travellers will spend three nights 
in Fremantle at Cape Lodge. The itinerary 
includes private wine tastings in Western 
Australia’s Margaret River, trips to local 
providores, art studios and galleries. 

Before boarding the Indian Pacific to head 
from Perth to Sydney, passengers can enjoy 
an all-inclusive night’s accommodation at 
The Como, The Treasury in a heritage room 
with complimentary breakfast.

Travelling along the longest single stretch 
of railway in the world, guests will visit 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder followed by the Cook and 
Nullarbor Plain before arriving in Adelaide. 
Here you can experience Adelaide Central 

Market, board a coach to view the Adelaide 
Oval, visit the popular Haigh’s chocolate 
factory and visit the Mt Lofty lookout.

The Australian mining town of Broken 
Hill offers the chance to explore the late 
Pro Hart’s art studio or head for the Miners’ 
Memorial. The Blue Mountains is the last 
stop before the train arrives into Sydney.  

Prices start from $7,999 per person 
and include a one-way economy flight, 
with travellers arriving in Singapore on 
November 11.
■ ecruising.travel

All aboard for a rail and sail

Make tracks 
across four 
continents

Also new for 2019 are rail journeys across 
China aboard high speed bullet trains, which 
cross vast distances to include cities such as 
Beijing, Xi’an, Chengdu and Shanghai.

In addition to several overnight train 
journeys in India, Tibet, the USA and 
Australia, Travelmarvel’s Great Rail Journeys 
include accommodation in premium hotels 

selected for their ideal locations, often just 
a short walk from the station. With many 
meals included, the dining is chosen to 
represent each distinct region.

Guests will be accompanied by a Great 
Rail Journeys Tour Escort and on many 
departures most porterage is included, 
meaning luggage is transported from place 
to place, waiting upon arrival at every new 
destination.
■ travelmarvel.com.au

Switzerland

Singapore
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DRIVING THE Pacific Coast Highway (PCH) in California in a motorhome is one 
of the most amazing road trips on earth. 

 Imagine an entire drive where every turn leads to a more beautiful scenic 
view than the last. Every stop seems to be a beach.  

Each evening you camp out on the beach and barbecue something 
delicious or visit one of the many restaurants up and down the California 
coast with cuisine from around the world. Each day is a new adventure 
waiting for you to turn it into that great travel story you’ll never forget.

The biggest challenge with a PCH road trip is limited time. 
You will have to decide whether you would rather surf some of the world’s 

best beaches, relax with a glass of wine in the wine country, stop for a strudel 
in the Danish town of Solvang, visit historic landmarks like Hearst Castle, hike 
to natural hot springs, or visit some of the world’s most beautiful scenic spots 
like Big Sur.  

Oh, and don’t forget to see San Francisco and Los Angeles while you’re 
there.

Visitors from around the world come to take this remarkable trip by RV.  
The campgrounds are friendly, modern, well-appointed and welcoming.  The 
people you meet in the campgrounds and stops along the road share in the 
freedom and enthusiasm this unique travel experience offers.

The only thing missing from this trip of a lifetime is you!  
Rent a motorhome from El Monte RV and make your own California Pacific 

Coast Highway road trip story!
■ intl.booking@elmonterv.com

DRIVE HOLIDAYS: Advertorial

TAKE ONE OF THE WORLD’S 

BEST ROAD TRIPS

California Dreaming

Low Rates on One-Way from San Francisco to Los Angeles or Las Vegas

Calif Dreaming AD_Final.indd   1 8/21/18   6:35 PM



DRIVE HOLIDAYS

LOOKING TO TAKE A HOLIDAY with all the 
freedom and flexibility you can dream of? 
Self-drive specialists DriveAway have a wide 
range of motorhomes for hire in over 100 
locations worldwide with the most reputable 
suppliers. Choose from a collection of 
campervans, motorhomes and RVs ranging 
from 2 to 6-7 berths, and save yourself the 
hassle of booking both hotels and cars. 

Hiring a motorhome is a convenient way 
of discovering new and unexplored roads 
throughout Australia, New Zealand, the 
United States and Canada, Europe and the 
UK – some of the most popular destinations 

to hire a motorhome. It’s the perfect 
opportunity to tour around with your family 
and friends while having the convenience of 
travelling at your own pace. 

Motorhomes are a viable form of travel as 
you are guaranteed the best value for your 
money. You also have the opportunity to 
cook for yourself which in turn will save you 
money in the long run!

DriveAway has amazing deals on 
motorhomes in Australia, New Zealand, 
Europe and the UK, Canada and the United 
States. Wherever you’re going, DriveAway 
has a deal for you!

Calling for self-drive enthusiasts

Freedom & Flexibility with a Motorhome
Unpack once and explore the roads less travelled!
Save with DriveAway’s amazing motorhome deals.

1300 363 500 | driveaway.com.au  
Or speak to your travel agent

MOTORHOME MADNESS



DRIVE HOLIDAYS

Freedom & Flexibility with a Motorhome
Unpack once and explore the roads less travelled!
Save with DriveAway’s amazing motorhome deals.

1300 363 500 | driveaway.com.au  
Or speak to your travel agent

*Conditions may apply – see https://www.driveaway.
com.au/motorhome-rentals/specials for full terms and 
conditions, or contact your travel agent.

■ Book any motorhome in Los Angeles, Las Vegas, San Francisco, Denver, Seattle, New 
York and Orlando with Star RV for collections between 01 September 2018 - 31 March 
2019, 01 April 2019 - 15 July 2019, 01 September 2019 - 31 March 2020.
Book the ‘Star Pack’ and save up to 20% off the daily rate*

PLUS 1000 free miles*

This deal won’t be around for long - Book & pay by invoice due date. 

With 30 years of experience 
in carefully selecting the right 
vehicle for you, from the right 
supplier, at the right price, 
right around the world – look 
no further than DriveAway 
Holidays for your next self-drive 
adventure.

■ Save in Australia with Maui, Britz and Mighty if you’re travelling from Alice Springs 
between now and 30 November 2018.

• Save up to 25% off the daily rate PLUS no one way fees*

• Valid for drop off: Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane only*

• Valid for selected vehicles only*

Hurry as this deal won’t last – Book & pay by 30 September 2018. 

HANDY HINTS & TIPS
Anyone over 21 years can hire a 

motorhome with no young driver 
surcharge – winning!

• 
You don't need a special license 
to hire a motorhome in the USA  

& Canada – you just need a full valid 
Australian licence

•  
Want to travel between the UK & 

Ireland? Great idea – you can, there's 
just a small fee to cover  

the insurances

•  
You can freely drive your motorhome 
into most European countries – you 

just need to let us know which 
countries you're planning to visit 

when you book



MERITON SUITES

To discover why we’re famous for our larger suites and exceptional 
value for money, please call our Australian based reservation hotline 
or visit our website:  

131 672 meritonsuites.com.au

MERITON SUITES SYDNEY AIRPORT // 200 COWARD STREET (CNR COWARD & O’RIORDAN STREETS)

MERITON SUITES MASCOT CENTRAL // 8 JACKSON DRIVE (CNR JACKSON DRIVE & KENT ROAD)

LANDS 2 AIRPORT HOTELS
After the success of Meriton Suites Mascot Central, in its 379 luxury suites, Meriton Suites has opened a second airport 
hotel, introducing a brand new range of 1, 2 and 3 bedroom suites. As a brand standard, all suites offer generous living 
spaces, with even the one bedroom suites featuring a full sized separate bedroom with a flat screen TV, complete with an 
extensive range of Foxtel channels for ultimate comfort.

Meriton Suites Sydney Airport, located on the corner of Coward and O’Riordan Streets - and within a 10 minute drive of 
both Domestic and International terminals -  showcases 179 chic new suites, including the area’s largest and only 3 bedroom 
suites. It is positioned directly opposite Mascot Oval, within 400m of Mascot Train Station for easy access to both Domestic 
and International airport terminals as well as all the iconic attractions in Sydney’s CBD, only a 15 minute transit away, and 
Mascot Central Retail Precinct. Sydney Corporate Park is located only moments up the road on O’Riordan Street, where 
guests can find office spaces, an entertainment precinct as well as trendy food and beverage outlets. 

With Mascot Central Retail Precinct right on the doorstep, Meriton Suites Mascot Central, located on the corner of 
Jackson Drive and Kent Road, is home to an abundance of cafés, local restaurants, a Woolworths supermarket and 
pharmacy, ensuring ultimate convenience with every stay. 

Both hotels feature stunning recreational facilities, including an 
indoor heated lap pool, spa and sauna, as well as a fitness centre for 
exclusive use by guests. All suites feature gourmet kitchens and free 
unlimited Wi-Fi throughout the hotel. 




