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Step into the heart of nature with Aurora Expeditions
For the past 25 years Aurora Expeditions has led small-group, expedition-style travel to the polar regions and other
wild and remote destinations. Their aim is to connect like-minded travellers with nature and wildlife, and offer
unique experiences and activities in some of the world’s most inspiring regions. This includes intrepid areas such as
Antarctica, the Arctic, Costa Rica, Scotland, Patagonia and more.
Aurora Expeditions invites you to discover the range of itineraries they have to offer, designed by their team of
experts to inspire your next adventure! Visit us online to view our itineraries in detail and discover why
Aurora Expeditions was voted #1 for the best itineraries in 2018 by Cruise Critic.
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Discover some of our exceptional itineraries
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Svalbard Odyssey

Franz Josef Land Explorer

7 July 2021 | 13 days | Longyearbyen to Kirkenes

19 July 2021 | 16 days | Kirkenes to Murmansk
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Highlights

Highlights

• Cruise past blue glaciers and through stunning fjords

• Marvel at the frozen landscape of Franz Josef Land – 85%
of which is glaciated

• Venture close to 80° north looking for polar bears
on pack ice
• Discover the Arctic’s other widlife: walrus, seals,
reindeer, arctic fox, seabirds and whales
• Enjoy a great variety of diverse terrain: ice caps,
tundra, polar desert and rocky hillsides
Price from $13,600pp*, twin share

• Photograph unique stone spheres at Champ Island
• Look out for walrus, rorqual and elusive bowhead whales
• Watch for hunting polar bears on pack ice and on land
• Get up close to spectacular bird cliffs and visit fascinating
historic huts
Price from $17,340pp*, twin share

For more information and to book, contact your ATAS accredited travel agent or Aurora Expeditions:
P: 1800 637 688 (Freecall) or visit auroraexpeditions.com.au

*Terms & Conditions apply. Valid on select ship voyages only and select cabins. Offer is valid on new bookings only aboard the Greg Mortimer which must be booked and deposited by
March 31, 2019, or until sold out, whichever comes first. Promotion is subject to availability at the time of booking and capacity controlled. The promotion is not available in conjunction with any other offer,
can be withdrawn at any time and is not redeemable for cash. Normal booking terms and conditions apply. Prices and offers correct at time of printing and subject to change. From prices based on Balcony
Stateroom category inclusive of discount, gratuities are not included. For solo or triple share pricing please contact us. To confirm your booking, a completed booking form and non-refundable deposit of
$2,500 pp in the booking currency is required within 7 days of reserved berth/s. Additional terms and conditions may apply. Please visit www.auroraexpeditions.com.au/find-out-more/terms-and-conditions
for full terms and conditions.
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TAKE THE COBBLESTONES LESS TRAVELLED

UNDISCOVERED BRITAIN

GV

ENGLAND
1 Stratford-upon-Avon

past Abbey Road, you’ll discover laurel lanes
and garden paths along the cobblestones less
travelled.
We take care of the logistics—from first-class
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hotels and luxury transportation to VIP access at
the iconic sites. Globus has seamlessly planned
your journey to a Tee, so you can sit back and
enjoy the tea—and every splendid tradition
Britain has to offer.

Book now and save 5%!

HIDDEN TREASURES OF
SOUTHERN ENGLAND
FRANCE
6 days • London return

NOW FROM $2,013*
per person, twin share (departing 20/08/19)

*Terms and conditions apply

For bookings and more information, visit globus.com.au or call 1300 130 134
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SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS
& ISLANDS
14 days • Glasgow return

NOW FROM $4,825*
per person, twin share (departing 28/09/19)

BONNIE SCOTLAND
7 days • Glasgow to Edinburgh

NOW FROM $2,412*
per person, twin share (departing 22/09/19)

Superior hotels • Deluxe coaches with WiFi • Immersive experiences • Expert tour directors • Regional cuisine

NEWStalk

VIRGIN PLANS TO
ROCK THE BOAT
SIR RICHARD Branson is promising to bring
rock and roll to the high seas when he
launches Virgin Voyages in 2020.
The company’s inaugural vessel, Scarlet
Lady, will host more than 2,700 guests when
she makes her debut sailing from Miami to
the Caribbean.
Designer for the 18+ traveller, the ship
will have more than 20 world-class eateries
onboard and has been outfitted in a style
described by Virgin as ‘Rebellious Luxe’.
“Virgin has always avoided stuffy
formalities and brought a lot of excitement
and a bit of rebelliousness to our customer
experiences,” said Sir Richard Branson,

Founder of the Virgin Group.
The first images of the 78 RockStar Suites
aboard Scarlet Lady have just been released.
They come with real leather finishes, marbleclad bathrooms, Terrazzo flooring and
bespoke Tom Dixon furniture pieces.
Highlights of the two Massive Suite’s
aboard include a guitar-clad music room,
unobstructed ocean views and a terrace
complete with outdoor shower, hot tub,
hammocks and a runway outdoor dining
table.
“With these glamorous suites, Virgin
Voyages is bringing rock and roll to the
high seas and spoiling our Sailors like the

The Massive Suite.
Picture courtesy Business Wire
rockstars they are,” added Sir Richard.
The entrepreneur will celebrate his
birthday among celebrity friends aboard
a four-night ‘Havana After Dark’ voyage
departing July 15, 2020. Guests can win a
cabin for two on this voyage until March 31
by following @VirginVoyages on Instagram or
visiting RichardsBirthday.VirginVoyages.com
“Whether they want to sleep all day,
praise the sun with yoga at dusk or party all
night, our RockStar Suite Sailors can live out
their fantasies aboard the Scarlet Lady,” said
Tom McAlpin, CEO of Virgin Voyages
■ virginvoyages.com

Getting ready to make Hayman
FOLLOWING A multi-million dollar
refurbishment, Hayman Island by
InterContinental is preparing to welcome
guests from July 1.
The 166-room luxury resort is located
on a 400-hectare private island. It will
feature new, world-class restaurants and
bars alongside a plethora of bespoke
experiences for guests including a new spa
and business facilities.
Accommodation options will be provided
8 | W W W. T R AV E LTA L K M A G . C O M . A U

across three distinct wings, spanning from
luxurious suites and beachfront villas to
lagoon and poolside rooms. In addition, a
new collection of luxury private residences
will be available to rent for those who
want to experience a more private piece of
Hayman Island.
Perched on hilltops overlooking the bay,
the properties will also have full access to all
the resort has to offer, ensuring each guest
is fully immersed into island life.

“Opening our unique paradise in
the Whitsundays to the world under
InterContinental’s trusted brand is a true
privilege,” said Mark Eletr, Resort Manager.
Jet ski and seaplane rides will help guests
explore the surrounding Whitsundays
and the Great Barrier Reef. The spa has 13
treatment rooms and there’s an all-new
resort boutique, kids’ club and fitness centre.
■ ihg.com

NEWStalk

NEW CARD
DOES YOU
CREDIT

The Savoy, London

SURVEY SAYS WE’RE
IN LOVE WITH LUXURY
A NEW survey has revealed Australia’s luxury
travellers are looking for new destinations,
heritage sites, gourmet food and value for
money in 2019.
Conducted by the Goldman Group in
partnership with AccorHotels, the survey also
underlined the close partnership between
luxury travellers and their travel advisors to
make high-end travel dreams a reality.
Europe remains the most popular
destination, followed by North America,
with 93 cent of respondents stating they
travel specifically to experience new places
and cultures.

Luxury travellers are keen to visit a new
destination on each trip (79 per cent) with
historical sites and heritage at the top of the
hit list (53 per cent).
“This survey proves that the Aussie
adventurous spirit is alive and well in the
luxury travel sector, especially with retiring
Australians making the most of their
additional free time to traverse the globe
and enrich their lives with new experiences,”
said Anthony Goldman, Joint Managing
Director of The Goldman Group.
■ goldmangroup.com.au

QANTAS HAS released an ultra-premium
credit card that offers an extensive range
of benefits for customers.
Cut from metal, the Qantas Premier
Titanium Mastercard provides first
class lounge access, status credits,
flight discounts and enough points for
a business class flight from Sydney to
London upon sign up.
It also offers the highest points earn
rate and the highest number of sign-up
bonus points of any Mastercard or Visa
credit card currently in market.
The card has been introduced to
appeal to Qantas’ growing group of
high spending members, who maximise
their points earn across the program on
everyday purchases.
“We started our loyalty program for
frequent flyers, but as the number of
partners has grown it’s actually frequent
buyers who are now earning the most
points,” said Olivia Wirth, CEO Qantas
Loyalty.
“The expansion of the program means
you can earn points buying wine or
buying a car, so the potential for larger
balances without flying is huge.”
■ qantasmoney.com/credit-cards

Delay on sighting Eclipse
THE FIRST sailing date for Scenic Eclipse, billed as the world’s first
discovery yacht, has been amended to August 15.
The ongoing financial challenges faced by the Uljanik Shipyard
in Croatia, where Scenic Eclipse is being built, have caused a range
of ongoing impacts.
Scenic has committed to providing guests a full refund for the
cost of their cruise and consideration of any other reasonable
associated costs incurred with their travel plans.
In addition, the company will provide all guests who re-book a
Scenic Eclipse voyage a future cruise credit to the value of 25 per
cent of the cost of their rebooked cruise.
“As a company we have done everything possible to complete
the ship within the time limits that were set previously, but a series
of events that are outside our control have put us in a position
where we must delay,” said a company spokesperson.
■ scenic.com.au
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SPECIAL FEATURE
•

Nickel Diner Downtown Los Angeles’s
Nickel Diner is also a significant place for
Sophie and Kevin. It’s where they had their
first kiss and where Kevin tries to win Sophie
back in season one. This vintage-style
restaurant will transport guests back to the
1940s.
524 S Main St, Los Angeles 90013

•

Hotel Café Rebecca’s Valentine’s Day show
in season one ends in drama for she and
her husband Jack. The venue, however, is
a musical landmark in Hollywood, having
notable performers such as Coldplay’s
Chris Martin, John Mayer, Katy Perry and Ed
Sheeran grace the crowd.
1623 ½ N Cahuenga Blvd, Los Angeles 90028

HOLIDAYING
WITH THE STARS
AS THE undisputed entertainment capital
of the world, Los Angeles has starred in
countless new and classic, award-winning
films and television shows.
Movie and TV fans visiting L.A. can follow
in the footsteps of their heroes by visiting
locations from this year’s most talked about
films and shows.

A Star Is Born
A film about a love story between a rock
star and an aspiring singer could pick no
better setting than Los Angeles, the city
where dreams are made. Locals and visitors
can visit locations from their favourite
scenes in the movie.
The Virgil The popular East Hollywood bar
is the location where Jackson first sees and
meets Ally after she performs La Vie en Rose
at the drag show.
4519 Santa Monica Blvd, Los Angeles, 90029

•

# Greek Theatre. After meeting Ally, Jack

heads to his next concert at the Greek
Theater in Griffith Park. After much internal
debate, Ally quits her job and flies to the
Greek where Jack convinces her to sing
Shallow on stage.
2700 N Vermont Ave, Los Angeles 90027

•

Chateau Marmont Before the launch
of Ally’s album, she and Jackson share a
moment in their hotel room, filmed at the
Chateau Marmont, staring at her billboard
on Sunset Boulevard.
8221 Sunset Blvd, Los Angeles, 90046

This Is Us

Numerous locations from the show’s
most tear-jerking or heartwarming scenes
can be found throughout Los Angeles.
Godmother’s Saloon Known as “Froggy’s”
on the show, Godmother’s Saloon, located in
San Pedro, is the local hangout for Rebecca
and Jack.
302 W 7th St, San Pedro, 90731

•

Insecure
HBO’s hit series Insecure has received
numerous accolades for depicting another
side of life in South Los Angeles, more
positive than what viewers generally see in
movies or mainstream TV.
Maverick’s Flat Once known as the
‘Apollo of the West’, this club was one of
the foremost jazz, soul and R&B venues
in the city during the 60s and 70s. Artists
such as The Temptations and Marvin Gaye
performed at this Leimert Park landmark. It is
also the location where Issa runs into Daniel
in the very first episode.
4225 Crenshaw Blvd, Los Angeles 90008

•

•

Merkato Ethiopian Restaurant A scene
finds Molly and Issa at Merkato, one of the
city’s oldest Ethiopian restaurants, for Issa’s
birthday. The intimate establishment is the
perfect place to grab some delicious food in
Los Angeles’s Little Ethiopia district.
1036 ½ Fairfax Ave, Los Angeles 90019

•

Openaire Formerly known as The
Commissary, Openaire is Josiah Citrin’s new
restaurant located at the LINE Hotel’s rooftop
in Koreatown. The restaurant has maintained
the greenhouse décor seen when Molly and
Issa brunched there in season two.
3515 Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles 90010

GLOW
This Netflix comedy pays homage to the
original variety show Gorgeous Ladies of
Wrestling that took place in Las Vegas in the
1980s.
The Pink Motel The ladies of GLOW are
sent to live at the Dusty Spur to prepare
for the show. The Dusty Spur is actually the
Pink Motel in Sun Valley. While this bright,
retro motel is closed for business, fans will
recognise it from numerous other shows and
movies such as Dexter and Drive.
Right next door, visitors will find Cadillac
Jack’s Café, another popular filming location
for GLOW.
9457 San Fernando Road, Sun Valley 91352

•
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•

The Mayan While Ruth and Sam didn’t choose
the Mayan in Downtown L.A. to shoot GLOW, they
did visit the historic theatre when scouting for
locations.
The Mayan is intricately designed with Aztec
features and ornamentation. The theatre now
operates as a nightclub and has been seen in The
Bodyguard and A Night at the Roxbury.
1038 South Hill Street, Los Angeles 90015

•

Hollywood Palladium When the women
finally find a location to shoot the first episode of
GLOW, filming takes place at the Hayworth Hotel,
a fictional location that uses the interior of the
Hollywood Palladium.
The Palladium’s exterior was seen in a different
episode as a movie theatre showing Back to the
Future.
6215 Sunset Boulevard, Hollywood 90028

BIRD BOX

The recently released Netflix movie has taken
over Australia’s screens (and memes!). The
Monrovia home located in Los Angeles County
has become the latest must-see attraction.
Monrovia House The seven-bedroom house
of Sandra Bullock and her children shown in the
film is in Monrovia, which is located 30 kilometres
north of Los Angeles. The district is also home to
houses and commercial areas used in other films,
including Legally Blonde, American Pie and Never
Been Kissed.
304 N Canyon Boulevard, Monrovia 91016

•

■ discoverlosangeles.com

Hotel Café

is your ultimate
travel companion
Get all the latest news, deals and
competitions delivered right to your inbox
when you subscribe to our digital newsletter.
Head to www.traveltalkmag.com.au
to subscribe – and while you’re there, take
our new weekly travel quiz and find out if
you are a travel know-it-all.
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BOOK IT NOW

PRIVATE JET OFFERS
YOU ANIMAL MAGIC
THE WILDLIFE experts at Abercrombie & Kent
have put together one of the most ambitious
and rewarding animal extravaganzas ever
created.
The company has designed a safari by
private jet to visit some of the world’s most
loved species in their natural habitats.
This one-off journey is an opportunity for
no more than 50 guests to encounter often
critically endangered animals and spend
time with leading conservation experts.
Travellers can swim with whale sharks
and go behind the scenes to feed orphaned
orangutans. They will also meet little-known
species like Japan’s snow monkey and the
tiny Philippine tarsier.
Guests can personalise their journey
with a choice of Design Your Day activities,
including active outdoor excursions,
enriching cultural encounters and relaxing
wellness experiences.
In Rwanda, you may choose to hike to
Bisoke Volcano, visit Dian Fossey’s research
centre, search for golden monkeys in
the jungle or simply relax in camp with a
massage.
In India, choices include a tour of historic
Ranthambore Fort, a cultural encounter
in a local village, the chance to savour the
complex spices of Indian cuisine during a
private cooking lesson or be pampered at a
world-class spa.
Take on the role of an assistant panda
keeper during a behind-the-scenes
experience that includes feeding, visiting the
nursery and being photographed with a cub.
During discussions with experts, travellers
will also learn about measures being taken
Di Yates with
around the world to protect endangered
local guide Zeru in
wildlife. Specialists will include a gorilla
Nanuli’s Guesthouse
doctor, the founder of the Bornean Sun Bear
12 | W W W . T R A V E L T A L K M A G . C O M . A U

Conservation Centre and the president of
the Groupe d’étude et de recherche sur les
primates de Madagascar.
One of A&K’s most experienced tour
directors orchestrates the journey from start
to finish. On the ground, guests travel in
small groups of no more than 16, each led
by a tour manager, assisted by expert local
guides who share their personal stories and
lend insights well beyond any guidebook.
Accommodation reflects the distinctive
character of each destination and offers
authentic hospitality.
These include not only the classic luxury
of The Peninsula Tokyo and The Oberoi
Vanyavilas in Ranthambore but also lesserknown gems such as the boutique Temple
House in Chengdu and Angama Mara,
perched on the edge of the Great Rift Valley
overlooking the Maasai Mara.

Meals come with local entertainment
and natural backdrops. Attend an authentic
Japanese kaiseki feast presided over by
accomplished geisha or enjoy a torchlit feast
in an amphitheatre in Ranthambore.
Travelling by private jet allows guests to
experience far more than on a conventional
itinerary, with greater comfort and ease.
Onboard A&K’s privately-chartered Boeing
757 are 50 custom-designed Italian leather
seats equipped with personal massage
system, four-way adjustable headrests and
lumbar support that open to fully lie-flat
beds.
Guests enjoy a fully-stocked open
bar featuring top-shelf wine and spirits,
in addition to first-class meal service.
Completing the in-flight experience is a
dedicated cabin crew with a crew-to-guest
ratio of 1:7.
Amenities onboard are designed to
make guests feel at home, including
noise-cancelling headphones and curated
entertainment selected to complement the
itinerary.
A&K’s 25-day ‘Wildlife Safari: Around the
World by Private Jet’ journey runs from
February 15 to March 10, 2020. It is priced
from $139,950 per person twin share.
■ abercrombiekent.com.au

NORTH AFRICA, ARABIA & PERSIA
Handcrafted Private & Small Group Journeys
Abercrombie & Kent leads the world’s most discerning travellers on journeys to literally dozens of
dazzling, alluring, enigmatic North African and Middle Eastern destinations. From Jordan’s classical
ruins to Morocco’s colourful souks, from Egypt’s monuments and mysteries, and Israel’s biblical sites
and living history, to the dramatic coastlines of Oman, the glittering cities of Dubai and Abu Dhabi,
and the rich Persian history, cosmopolitan people, and sumptuous Islamic architecture
of Iran. McDonald
Above left: Deanne
with furry friend

Talk to your travel agent or call Abercrombie & Kent on 1300 851 925.

www.abercrombiekent.com.au
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Cuba. Below: Vietnam

The cycle of life

With cycling tourism gaining in popularity, FRANK CHESHIRE
from Intrepid Travel has put together his top 10 locations
around the world. So get on your bike and ride!

COLOMBIA IS a cycling-mad destination
and closes its capital city’s main streets every
Sunday for Ciclovia de Bogata, where more
than two million cyclists, or 30 per cent of the
city’s population, can enjoy traffic-free riding.

JAPAN is one of the hot destinations for
2019 and the rustic Noto Peninsula, with
its quiet roads, rugged coastlines and
sleepy coastal fishing villages, is the perfect
antidote to the buzz of Tokyo.

CAMINO DE SANTIAGO is a network
of pilgrims in the northwest of Spain, where
tradition has it that the remains of Saint
James are buried.
While most pilgrims slog it out on foot,
the path is growing popular with cyclists
keen to experience the thrill peaks on the
final hill where you’ll see the towering
steeples of the Santiago de Compostela
Cathedral in the near distance.

NEW ZEALAND’S South Island has
some of the finest ‘rail trail’ cycling routes
in the world and few are better than the
spectacular Otago Central Rail Trail.
It’s the oldest rail trail in the country
and the locals have voted it ‘New Zealand’s
Favourite Ride’ for the last two years in a
row.

ICELAND is known for its scenery and
there’s no better way to experience it than
on two wheels. You will feel dwarfed by the
majestic beauty of Vatnajökull, Europe’s
largest glacier, where the lake glistens with
diamond-like mini icebergs.
Intrepid also take cycling groups out to
the Glacier Lagoon at Jokulsarlon and Game
of Thrones scenery.

EASTERN CUBA is where cyclists can
explore a seldom-visited paradise not far
from Varadero’s popular beaches – the
Yumuri Valley.
Tucked behind the hills that line the
province’s northern edges, the valley
features a mix of rolling pastures, palm
trees, small forests and agricultural plots.
This is a genuine insight into Cuba away
from the tourist crowds.

THE BALKANS include some of Europe’s
best landscapes spread over three countries.
A pit stop in the charming town of Mostar
includes a visit to Stari Most (Old Bridge),
where locals dive almost 30 metres into the
River Neretva below.

NORTHERN VIETNAM and the ride
to Mai Chau have you cycling past some of
the country’s most remarkable views. These
include limestone karst peaks rising out of
serene rice paddies and the peaceful and
friendly village of Mai Chau.
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KERALA is on India’s tropical Malabar
Coast and is a dream to cycle, from the
cooler climes of the hilly Western Ghats to
the buzzing port town of Kochi.
A highlight is the ride from Trivandrum
to Varkala, with Kerala on your right and
nothing but long stretches of sand, palm
trees and the Arabian Sea on your left. Best
of all, Varkala has some of the most pristine
beaches in India.
COSTA RICA’S shores of Lake Fortuna, in
the shadow of the Arenal Volcano, is a mustdo in this area of natural beauty. In between
pedalling, you can check out the reggae bars
and even take a chocolate tour.
■ Intrepid’s ‘2019 Cycling Brochure’ is out
now. For more information and prices on
cycling adventures to the places listed
above, visit: intrepidtravel.com/au
Iceland

BOOK IT NOW

THE BEST
OF BOTH
WORLDS

VISITORS CAN explore one of the most
fascinating regions on the planet with an
exclusive package from Canada & Alaska
Travel Connection.
The 17-day ‘Deluxe Rockies & Alaska
Cruise’ itinerary features all the highlights of
the Rockies, Vancouver and Alaska.
Guests will experience the Rockies
onboard Rocky Mountaineer travelling in
GoldLeaf Service. The trip includes ninenight’s superior class accommodation,
including Fairmont properties in the
Canadian Rockies
They will also enjoy a voyage onboard the
contemporary luxury line, Crystal Cruises,
offering superior service, fine dining and
all-inclusive amenities in a deluxe verandah
stateroom.
The seven-night cruise will be aboard
Crystal Symphony and the price includes
all alcoholic beverages, specialty dining,
unlimited Wi-Fi access and pre-paid
gratuities.
Once aboard, travellers can catch movies

in the theatre, enjoy Broadway-inspired
shows in the Galaxy Lounge, or enjoy
lectures and workshops with world-class
experts.
The trip is perfectly suited for the
discerning traveller, with outstanding
service provided onboard both Rocky
Mountaineer and Crystal Symphony.
The 16-night itinerary is priced from
$12,399 per person and departs on
August 27. It includes sightseeing tours in

Vancouver and the Canadian Rockies, nine
breakfasts, 11 lunches and seven dinners.
The company has been designing
holidays to Canada and Alaska for more than
35 years and its staff have both travelled
extensively through the region and even
lived there. This expertise enables them to
tailor-make itineraries to suit all needs and
budgets, based on when to go, what to see
and what to do.
■ canadaalaskatravel.com.au

Deluxe Rockies
& Alaska Cruise
Package
PRICE FROM

AUD

12,399

Per Person Twin Share

Experience the best of both worlds
and build life long memories
Experience the breathtaking Canadian Rockies onboard Rocky Mountaineer along with a 7 night cruise
on the contemporary luxury cruise line – Crystal Cruises offering superior service, extraordinary dining
and all-inclusive amenities. This exclusive 17 day itinerary features all the highlights of the Rockies and
Vancouver, travelling in GoldLeaf Service and Deluxe Verandah stateroom.

1300 794 959 | www.canadaalaskatravel.com.au

Departs
27 August

In partnership with

A division of Entire Travel Group
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INDUSTRYtalk

Family first
She started working in travel at 19 and has gone on to hold
some of the most senior positions in the industry. Here, Gai
Tyrrell discusses her recent appointment as Managing Director
of Globus family of brands Australasia, one of the world’s most
enduring and respected travel companies.
Q: What first attracted you to the job at
Globus?
A: I was approached to have a discussion
and of course it is an amazing opportunity
and an important responsibility to lead the
Globus family of brands team though our
next development phase in Australasia.
I spoke with Scott (Nisbet, CEO Globus
family of brands) in Denver and after that
conversation I was absolutely compelled
to join. In a commercial sense Globus
has an unwavering commitment to
achieving success through partnerships.
It’s an approach I have always believed in,
particularly in our industry.
Relationships stand the test of time
when built on trust, mutual respect and
mutual gain. I have also long admired
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Globus’ respected 90-year heritage and the
company’s culture and values, which are
very much based on family – that is a rarity
and also extremely important to me.

Q: Are you planning any sweeping
changes?
A: Not at all. I do not believe in change
for change sake. Globus already has a
tremendous and knowledgeable team, a
diverse and world-class product range and
solid industry relationships.
Having said that, I can also see that there
are many exciting and some untapped
opportunities ahead in this region. My role
is to steer the ship, to help the team do their
best work in identifying those opportunities
and executing commercial strategy with our
partners.

Gai Tyrrell Managing Dir
ector of Globus
family of brands

Q: What have you been doing since
arriving at the company?
A: One of my first priorities has been to meet
our people both in our local region and
overseas.
It is vitally important in a team to
understand individuals – to understand what
they are passionate about, what aspects of
their present work may be challenging for
them, what opportunities they see and what
I can do to support them.
I absolutely believe that a high
functioning team is a happy team and it is
my role to ensure people have the support,
confidence and opportunity to deliver their
best work.

Q: Customers are obviously a major
focus, too?
A: It is absolutely essential that we stay
in tune with customers across our entire
product range and that we do so both
with our Travel Agency Partners and
also independently with folk who have
experienced our products first hand.
Globus’ heritage is built upon offering
customers extraordinary travel experiences
and delighting our customers which is why
I personally make sales calls each week.
I will never stop doing that, it is vital to
have that interface and to see through our
customers’ eyes how our Globus family of
brands offerings are being experienced and
received.
I take time to listen to what our customers
believe Globus has done really well in the
past, and especially what the customers
would like to see from us in the future.

Q: Where are your various brands
doing really well?
A: Globus family of brands has a focus on
quality and value and our product range
is extremely broad including escorted
tours, independent holiday packages, river
cruise holidays, under the Globus, Cosmos,
Monograms and Avalon Waterways brands.
I am pleased to say we are well positioned
across our entire product range. More
recently we are finding good demand for
holidays combining two or more of our
diverse offerings.
Customers opting to combine back to
back tours: for example a European holiday
tour with a Monograms City experience.
It is particularly exciting to see our new
river cruising product attracting a younger
demographic than our competitors.

Q: Speaking of which, you’ve just
come back from Asia sampling your
Mekong product.
A: Yes, prior to departure I quietly had
very high expectations, as the team had
explained to me how beautiful our river
ships are and given insights into the travel
experience.
However, I have to say everything far
exceeded even my high expectations! The
vessel design, the care and professionalism
of the staff, the onboard dining and the
travel experience of the Mekong and
surrounds.
It was just absolutely exceptional and I
would highly recommend it.

Q: Which particular products are you
most excited about at the moment?
A: European coach touring is going great
guns!
Australian consumers are still in love

In a commercial sense Globus has
an unwavering commitment to
achieving success through partnerships.
with coach touring as we have been for
decades, however we have adapted to offer
new recruits to coach touring and repeat
customers something delightfully different.
We launched ‘Undiscovered Britain’ late
last year and that product is performing
really well. We have a series of ‘Undiscovered’
coach tours which venture to places that
other coach touring companies may not
explore.
‘Escapes by Globus’ are proving popular
– these are short, destination-specific coach
tours in Europe during the northern winter
season. Touring slightly off-peak means
exploring with no queues, blue skies and
of course always great food. Travelling in
the European winter months also gives
customers another perspective of the
continent.
Australians in particular are intrepid
travellers who love the appeal of
undiscovered places and different
experiences – and these products are going
down really well with customers from the
Australian market.

Q: Tell us about Cosmos Lite?
A: Cosmos Lite launched last September
and it allows more freedom and flexibility for
those guests wanting a more a-la-carte style
of coach touring.
Guests on Cosmos Lite tours are
transported in style and comfort between
locations but still have plenty of personal
flexibility to then explore.
Cosmos Lite provides coach
transportation, hotel accommodation, the
services of an expert tour director and daily

breakfasts. Exploring and experiences at
destinations is then by individual choice–
you can choose and do as you please all day
rather than be guided on a group tour.
Our suite of touring products is constantly
expanding and that’s very exciting for the
future.

Q: Are you a goal-setter?
A: Yes, I am a great believer in goal setting
and also in setting timeframes upon those
goals. Once the vision is clear, it’s important
to set steps towards to win!
I am extremely competitive by nature there is no better position than number one.
Having said that it’s important to be flexible,
to monitor and judge what’s working well
and perhaps what isn’t, and identify and
change direction – even in a very short
space of time.
Goal setting is key to success: it is amazing
what people who share a common vision
can achieve and our common vision is to
enhance the lives of our customers through
travel. What an amazing goal that is!

Q: Would you have done anything
other than travel?
A: I can’t imagine it, as travel was a passion in
my teens, which became a lifestyle and then
a career. Or perhaps cosmetics! That is the
only other global industry which fascinates
me – an interesting history, a handful of
competitors, some exquisite products and
still an industry which is developing.
■ globus.com.au; cosmostours.com.au;
monogramstravel.com.au;
avalonwaterways.com.au
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INDUSTRYtalk

Bicton Travel in Western
Australia, winners of the
2018 People’s Choice Award

Jayson Westbury, CEO of
the
Federation of Travel Agen Australian
ts

Consumers show big
appetite for agents

KEY DATES

Voting closes: May 31
Finalists announced: June 21
NTIA Gala Dinner: July 20

Q: The obvious kudos for the winner of
the People’s Choice Award is huge.
A: What we’ve found with previous winners

The travel industry’s version of the Oscars is fast approaching.
Here, Jayson Westbury, CEO of the Australian Federation of Travel
Agents, explains why consumers will play a big role at the 2019
National Travel Industry Awards (NTIA’s).

is that they’re really gone to town on the
social media side of things. The kudos is
really the prize for the agent and particularly
these days where stuff like that does matter
because it makes you stand out from the
crowds.

Q: Nominations have been open for a
while now. How are they tracking?
A: Tracking really well. Clearly the interest

Q: What do you put this increased
interest down to?
A: It’s partly because we’ve dramatically

within the industry is still very high and the
calibre of nominees is as good as ever, if not
even a little better than previous years.
Everything is tracking in the right
direction and setting ourselves up for
another bumper crop of award winners and
a bumper year.

increased the consumer exposure of the
NTIA’s through our new partnership with The
Sydney Morning Herald and The Age, Traveller.
For the last three years, the NTIA’s have
been in the consumer’s eye but our new
relationship with these media outlets has
turbo-charged this connection. This has
been demonstrated by the People’s Choice
Award and the greater awareness among
consumers of the ATAS brand.

Q: Finally, we should also mention
you’ll have the inaugural CATO’s this
year, organised by the Council of
Australia Tour Operators?
A: This is terrific. We’ve got two industry

Q: So 2019 will be bigger and better
than last year?
A: Certainly from the point of view of
nominations and general interest, it is more
than it was. Our consumer-based People’s
Choice Award in particular is well and truly
on fire.

Q: You’ve got a pretty specific goal
for this category this year?
A: We got 10,000 consumer votes last year,
so we would like to achieve 20,000 this year.
And already, if the voting line continues in
the direction it is going in, we’ll easily get to
the 20,000.
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Q: So any travel agency in Australia
could win this award?
A: History has shown it can be anyone and
it doesn’t mean that just because you’re big
you’re going to win this.
A few of the agents who’ve won it in the
past have done really well with their own
pre-emptive strike on social media to garner
the support of their customers. This is the
ultimate form of judging, because this is the
consumer voting.

organisations that have found a really great
way to work together for the good of the
industry and to be able to celebrate that
category within the NTIA’s is a really cool
thing to be doing.
It also means there isn’t another industry
awards night, because it’s all happening
on the same day and there are a lot of
people who are happy about that. It also
demonstrates that we can do a lot more
together.
■ afta.com.au
Voting for the People’s Choice Award
is live right now. Consumers can vote
for their favourite travel agency for the
chance to win an APT Kimberley Cruise
for two people valued at $23,000.
■ afta.com.au/events/ntia/peopleschoice-award

Vote for your Favourite
Travel Agency and WIN!
AFTA is on the hunt to find Australia’s Favourite Travel Agency. Simply vote for your
favourite travel agency for the chance to WIN an 11 Day APT Kimberley Coast Cruise
for two people valued at over $23,500.
Travel agencies in Australia are accredited
by the Australian Federation of Travel
Agents. Those that meet strict financial,
customer service and procedural criteria
are awarded with ‘ATAS’ accreditation.

How can I vote?
There are two ways to vote:
1. Purchase any Australian Traveller or
International Traveller Magazine and
complete the survey. Mail to Reply Paid

If you’ve had a great experience with your

85483, Suite 101, 15 Belvoir Street, SURRY

local ATAS travel agent, let us know and

HILLS, NSW 2010 or

vote for them to win People’s Choice Travel
Agent of the Year and you could win.

2. Go online to internationaltraveller.com/
travel-agency-of-the-year-2019

Voting closes Friday 31 May 2019
*Terms and Conditions can be found at internationaltraveller.com

CRUISEtalk: Aurora Expeditions

Exciting new polar
program launched
AURORA EXPEDITIONS has launched its
2020/21 program aboard the Greg Mortimer,
one of the most advanced expedition ships
in the world.
The program includes a diverse mix
of new and exciting itineraries and
destinations, including Iceland, West
Greenland and Costa Rica. The range
showcases why Australia’s only home-grown
polar exploration specialist was recently
awarded ‘Best Itineraries in 2018’ by Cruise
Critic.
Robert Halfpenny, Managing Director
of Aurora Expeditions, said customers
had responded overwhelmingly to the
company’s expert-led and adventure-packed
itineraries this past year and will be excited
by the new 20/21 program.
“We’re thrilled to launch our new program
which embodies our 27-year long legacy
of offering small group expeditions that

allow passengers to experience and access
these otherwise extremely difficult to reach
destinations,” said Mr Halfpenny.
“Our sales have grown exponentially
over the past year, with 95 per cent of our
Antarctica 2019/20 season and 65 per cent
of our Arctic 2020 season already sold.
“With the launch of our new program,
which includes a mix of new and exciting
itineraries and destinations, we’re confident
this growth will continue.”
Launching with the 2020/21 program is
an exclusive early bird deal offering a saving
of up to 25 per cent on newly launched
voyages booked and deposited by March 31
or until sold out.
Some of the highlights of the new
program include the new ‘Solar Eclipse in
Antarctica’, ‘Franz Josef Land Explorer’, ‘Iceland
Circumnavigation’, ‘West Greenland Explorer’
and ‘Costa Rica & The Panama Canal’.

NEW SOLAR ECLIPSE IN ANTARCTICA –
22 DAYS
According to NASA, the best spot to
witness the total solar eclipse in Antarctica
2021 is well into the Weddell Sea, exactly
where the Greg Mortimer plans to be!

FRANZ JOSEF LAND EXPLORER
– 16 DAYS
Crossing the Barents Sea, passengers will
enter the Russian Arctic National Park with
a chance to see wildlife that includes polar
bears, whales, walruses and seals.

NEW COSTA RICA & THE PANAMA
CANAL – 12 DAYS

Gold Harbour, South Georgia
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This will be an all-star event with
Greg Mortimer, co-founder of Aurora
Expeditions, and Richard l’Anson, renowned
photographer, both onboard. Explore some
of the most biodiverse rainforests in the
world and finish the trip with a guaranteed
daylight crossing of the famous Panama
Canal.

The little
Aussie
company
that could
Scarlet Macaw, Costa Rica

NEW ANTARCTICA COMPLETE
– 23 DAYS
This epic journey will take passengers
south of the Antarctic Circle, where few
travellers have ever been. The trip will
also explore the subantarctic island of
South Georgia, for memorable sightings of
seals and some of the world’s largest King
Penguin colonies.

NEW ICELAND CIRCUMNAVIGATION
– 11 DAYS
Expeditioners have the chance to spot
breaching whales in Husavik and explore
fjords and bays in Westfjords before visiting
Vatnajökull National Park, to witness glacial
lagoons, black sand beaches and Europe’s
largest glacier.

NEW WEST GREENLAND EXPLORER
– 11 DAYS
Boasting the Ilulissat Icefjord, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, West Greenland
offers an adventure-filled voyage to
experience ice-filled fjords and unbeatable
photographic opportunities.
■ auroraexpeditions.com.au

WHEN YOU’VE stood on the summit of
Mount Everest, all other achievements might
somewhat pale into insignificance.
But for Aussie legend Greg Mortimer, one
accomplishment he’s still really proud of is
founding Aurora Expeditions.
Mortimer was one of the first two
Australians to climb Everest without oxygen.
A recipient of the OAM, he founded Aurora
Expeditions with wife Margaret in the early
90s. Although he sold the company a decade
ago, his legacy lives on – the company’s
new vessel will be named after him when it
launches in October.
“What a pretty amazing time it is for a
little Australian company. To have a worldleading ship under its belt pretty soon is
a very exciting thing,” he told travel trade
journalists, who’d gathered to hear about the
company’s latest brochure program.
“A lot of work has gone into this new
vessel and being able to build a purposebuilt expedition vessel from the keel up,
that’s a great joy.”
Mortimer was one of the first to pioneer
expeditions in Antarctica but even when
he started Aurora Expeditions, raising the
bar in environmental awareness was a
fundamental concern.
He admitted that he faced a constant
dilemma balancing the need for Aurora
Expeditions to grow with the environmental
impact that it would have on wilderness
areas such as the Arctic and Antarctica. This
lead Aurora Expeditions to invest in a ship
with such environmental standards. “It’s

CRUISEtalk

Greg Mortimer OAM

an interesting conundrum for the travel
industry generally and the travel trade
media are fundamentally important because
they send out messages relating how
responsible the travel industry can be with
its environmental credentials.
“It doesn’t mean we have religious zeal
to change our habits as an industry. But it is
a constant reminder of us attending to the
environmental concerns that are important
in these wildernesses.”
Mortimer paid tribute to the expedition
cruise industry for coming up with
regulations to protect wilderness areas and
to Aurora Expeditions for sticking to the
core values he and his wife instilled with the
design of the Greg Mortimer ship.
“I’m a geologist/climber bloke, but I saw in
the early 90s that going with small groups of
people to somewhere as wild as Antarctica
– to the end of the world – had a powerful
impact on people.
“That has been instilled throughout time
in Aurora Expeditions’ DNA – we want to
have an impact on people.
“To go there and do it justice, I think you
have to take some risks. But that’s something
Aurora Expeditions does very well – handing
customers the baton and letting them step
outside their comfort zone safely. That’s the
secret of a good expedition trip.”

TO CELEBRATE
THE LAUNCH
of its 2020/21 program, Aurora
Expeditions has launched a new agent
incentive.
Agents who book a 2019, 2020, or
2021 departure before March 31 will go
into a draw to win a voyage for two on
board their 11-day ‘Spirit of Antarctica’
expedition.
Taking place aboard the new ship, the
Greg Mortimer, the voyage departs on
November 9 and is valued at US$21,000
twin share.
■ auroraexpeditions.com.au/australiannew-zealand-agents
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CRUISEtalk: Silversea

SISTER ACT
20 YEARS IN
THE MAKING

The world beckons
on Silversea voyages
SILVERSEA CRUISES is launching two World Cruises in 2021, featuring a range of ports in
Australia, New Zealand and the South Pacific.
The world’s first Expedition World Cruise will sail from Chile on January 30, 2021, to
Norway on a 167-day voyage that will call at 107 destinations in 30 countries. Described as
the ‘Uncharted World Tour’, the cruise is aboard Silver Cloud.
This highly experiential expedition will enable guests to engage with remote destinations
through hands-on exploration, immersive shore excursions, informative lectures from
Silversea’s Expedition Team and featured lectures from many world-class experts.
Referred to as the ‘Finest World Tour’, the 2021 World Cruise will be a 54-port, 150-day,
34-country itinerary aboard Silver Whisper. She will sail from Fort Lauderdale on January 7,
2021, concluding in New York on June 6.
After transiting the Panama Canal, guests will reach Lima before heading to Easter Island
and other highlights of the South Pacific region. Auckland, Sydney, Brisbane, Cairns and
Darwin will come and go before reaching Bali and on to the Philippines, Taiwan, South Korea
and Japan.
China, Hong Kong, Vietnam, Singapore and Sri Lanka will all be visited before Whisper
heads for Athens and Lisbon, then crossing the Atlantic Ocean on the ultimate stretch of the
World Cruise 2021 to New York.
“By operating two World Cruises in 2021, we are increasing the offering for our guests
and pushing boundaries in the world of travel,” said Manfredi Lefebvre d’Ovidio, Executive
Chairman, Silversea.
“With a passion for sharing the authentic beauty of our planet, we are enabling our guests
to discover the world on their own terms.”
■ silversea.com
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SILVERSEA HAS celebrated the historic
rendezvous of two of its ultra-luxury
vessels in Sydney Harbour.
Silver Muse and Silver Whisper both
arrived in Sydney last month, the first time
in 20 years that two of the company’s
ships have met in the harbour city. The
last time this happened was in 1999 with
Silver Cloud and Silver Wind.
The two vessels convened at either side
of Fort Denison inside Sydney Harbour and
then proceeded past the Opera House and
under the Harbour Bridge to dock, bow-tobow, at the White Bay Cruise Terminal.
With two ships currently deployed in
the region and a third, Silver Discoverer,
soon to commence her annual Kimberley
cruising season, Silversea is strengthening
its commitment to the local market,
offering guests a variety of itineraries
throughout the region.
“We are absolutely committed to the
growth of the Australia and New Zealand
market, which we expect to soon become
our second biggest market globally,” said
Adam Armstrong, Managing Director
– Australia and New Zealand, Silversea
Cruises.
“The deployment of three of our vessels
here demonstrates our dedication to
this region, led by Silver Muse, which will
be based here every summer, with an
expanded four-month season in 2019/20.”
To commemorate the arrival of Silver
Muse to Australian waters, Silversea
recently announced a campaign to
support Australia’s drought-stricken
farmers and their families via Rural Aid.
■ To donate and be in with the chance
of winning a Silversea cruise, plus a copy
of a selected image of Steve McCurry
photograph from his new Australian
collection, visit: buyabale.com.au/donate

NORTHERN EUROPE.
A DEEPER VIEW OF NATURE.
LET US TAKE YOU CLOSER
TO THE AUTHENTIC BEAUTY
OF THE WORLD
Northern Europe by Steve McCurry

SILVERSEA SIGNATURES

NORTHERN EUROPEAN ENCHANTMENT
Experience travel that is far more personal on a voyage with Silversea. Easily navigating
through narrow waterways, hugging the coastline, our intimate ships can take you closer to the
destination. They can transit the Kiel Canal into the Baltic while others must take the long way

9 Intimate classic and expedition ships, 100
to 608 guest capacity
Sailing to over 1,000 destinations

around. It is this flexibility and sense of personal freedom that is so treasured by Silversea guests.
Butler service in every suite

COMBINE AND SAVE

Champagnes, wines, beers and spirits
served throughout
Several exquisite dining options
Gratuities and unlimited WiFi included

COPENHAGEN TO STOCKHOLM

STOCKHOLM TO COPENHAGEN

SILVER SPIRIT | VOYAGE 5920
11 JULY 2019 | 7 DAYS

SILVER SPIRIT | VOYAGE 5921
18 JULY 2019 | 7 DAYS

FLY/CRUISE FARES FROM au$7,600PP

FLY/CRUISE FARES FROM au$7,600PP

EUROPE AIR OFFER
RETURN ECONOMY CLASS FLIGHTS & TRANSFERS INCLUDED. UPGRADE TO BUSINESS CLASS
FOR JUST AU$4,998PP. DON’T NEED FLIGHTS? TAKE AU$2,000PP OFF THE CRUISE FARE

TO BOOK YOUR SILVERSEA CRUISE, CONTACT YOUR TRAVEL PROFESSIONAL OR SILVERSEA ON 1300 727 155 | SILVERSEA.COM
Fares are per guest based on double occupancy in the lowest available suite category and include air offer. Fares correct at time of print and subject to change, may be
eligible for promotions. Business class return air rate of AU$4,998pp is based on select AUS/NZ gateways only. Available to the 1st and 2nd full-fare guests in a suite.
Additional restrictions may apply. Fares are capacity controlled and subject to change at any time without notice. A non-use Air credit of AU$2,000pp is available. Offer
applies to new bookings made between 1 Feb, 2019 and 31 Mar, 2019. Combine two or more voyages and save up to 5% on each voyage selected, varies by voyage and
subject to change. Bookings made before or after the promotional period will not qualify for the savings. Cancel/re-books do not qualify. Other restrictions apply.

CRUISEtalk: PONANT

FUEL FOR THOUGHT
FROM FRENCH FLEET
PONANT HAS converted its entire fleet to a
more environmentally-friendly fuel – a full
year before legislation makes it compulsory.
Since January 1, the entire PONANT fleet
has been using LS MGO (Low Sulphur Marine
Gas Oil) on all routes and destinations.
In 2020, the law will require the use of
fuels with a maximum sulphur content of
0.5 per cent. PONANT has already exceeded
the requirements of the legislation, using a
fuel with a maximum sulphur content of
0.1 per cent.
The legislation has been introduced
to further minimise the environmental
footprint of the cruise industry.
The French-owned company has placed
the environment at the heart of its priorities
and adopted a number of initiatives to
ensure its protection for the past 30 years.
It has now eliminated the use of Heavy
Fuel Oil (HFO) in favour of LS MGO, a
hydrocarbon fuel obtained from the refining
of crude oil and containing fewer pollutants,
notably sulphur and fine particle matter.
The adoption of this fuel underlines the
company’s commitment to the environment,
going beyond the requirements of current
regulations and anticipating future ones.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

PONANT’s 30th anniversary year was
marked by a 10 per cent increase in the
number of customers transported (34,000
guests), 230 cruises and 20 awards.
A year that opened a new chapter in the
company’s history, 2018 was marked by the
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launch of the PONANT EXPLORERS series,
with the inauguration of the first two vessels
in the fleet: Le Lapérouse and Le Champlain.
The former made her inaugural visit
to Australia last month, sailing down the
east coast on a fully-booked voyage that
ended in Sydney Harbour. The 12-day/11night journey featured intimate dining
experiences by internationally-acclaimed
chef, Guillaume Brahimi.
Designed to allow guests to go ashore
in the most inaccessible locations,
they combine a limited capacity, great
manoeuvrability, an exceptional standard
of comfort, sleek design, cutting-edge

technology and respect for the environment.
In a world first, they are fitted with a multisensory underwater lounge called Blue Eye,
allowing guests to see, hear and experience
the sub-aquatic environment.
Last November, construction began
on the polar exploration vessel, Le
Commandant Charcot. This new ship is the
most ambitious ever conceived in terms
of travel experience and respect for the
environment. It will be delivered in 2021.
This hybrid electric vessel with liquefied
natural gas (LNG) propulsion will be able to
reach the Geographic North Pole and remote
parts of Antarctica such as the Weddell Sea,
the Ross Sea, or Charcot and Peter I islands.
With these new additions to its fleet, the
company is pushing the boundaries of travel
and establishing itself as a benchmark for
excellence in the field of responsible tourism.
■ au.ponant.com

A FIERCE ELECTRICAL STORM provided a dramatic backdrop as industry
VIP’s gathered for a gala dinner aboard Le Laperouse in Sydney Harbour.
The Explorer-class vessel was making her debut in the Harbour City and both Sarina
Bratton, Asia Pacific Chairman, and Monique Ponfoort, Asia Pacific Vice-President, were
aboard to greet their guests.
The 92-stateroom ship will be sailing around New Zealand and the South Pacific
before heading to Darwin for an extended program in the Kimberley.

TOGETHER WE’LL
TA K E YO U F U RT H E R

LUXURY SMALL SHIP EXPEDITIONS
For all lovers of travel, exploration, untouched
nature and unusual encounters, PONANT and
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC have joined forces
and combined their expertise to offer unique and
enriching expedition cruises.
Aboard PONANT’s small luxury expedition ships
and accompanied by a PONANT Expedition
Team and NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC Experts and
Photographers, your clients will sail to destinations
that are among the most remote, the most
fascinating, and the wildest on the planet.

Book now to save up to 20%* on
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC & PONANT Expeditions.
ADVENTURE IN THE CARIBBEAN:
23rd November 2019 - 7 nights from $4,730 pp*(1)
EMBLEMATIC ANTARCTICA:
26th February 2020 - 10 nights from $15,510 pp*(2)
FROM FIJI TO MICRONESIA:
1st April 2020 - 15 nights from $11,990 pp*(1)
ICONIC KIMBERLEY:
7th June 2020 - 10 nights from $14,230 pp*(3)

To request a brochure or for more information,
contact our PONANT Cruise Consultants on:
1800 889 088 | natgeo.au@ponant.com
au.ponant.com/national-geographic

© 2018 National Geographic Partners, LLC. National Geographic EXPEDITIONS and the Yellow
Border Design are trademarks of the National Geographic Society, used under license. NGM0718A
*Ponant Bonus fare per person, in Australian Dollars, based on a double occupancy. Price
includes port taxes, yield managed, correct at time of writing – 05/02/2019. Refer to au.ponant.com
for further T & Cs. (1) In a Deluxe Stateroom. (2) In a Prestige Stateroom Deck 4. (3) In a Prestige
Stateroom Deck 5. Photographs: © PONANT: Olivier Blaud, Nick Rains, Nathalie Michel. ABN: 35 166
676 517.

CRUISEtalk: Hurtigruten

A FOOTPRINT
TO BE PROUD OF
We look at how Hurtigruten provides eco-friendly expedition
cruises for adventurous travellers around the world.
OUR HISTORY and traditions call on us
to explore in the most sustainable way
possible, introduce new technology,
advocate stricter regulations in pristine
destinations, fight ’over tourism’ and involve
and support local communities.
Hurtigruten has adopted the UN
Sustainability Development Goals as their
guide to offer travellers the greenest and
most advanced expedition voyages on Earth.

GIVING BACK

GREEN TECHNOLOGY

With 125 years of explorer heritage,
Hurtigruten is dedicated to preserving and
protecting the areas they explore.
Wildlife observation is done at a
distance to preserve natural behavior and
is performed with the utmost respect for

Innovation has been at the heart of
Hurtigruten for 125 years. In 2019, they will
launch the world’s first hybrid powered
expedition cruise ship, MS Roald Amundsen,
followed by two more hybrid powered
vessels in the coming years.
By 2021, at least six of their ships will
be operating on clean biogas, battery
power and LNG. When you explore with
Hurtigruten, you are joining the next
generation of adventure travel.

PRESERVING OUR WATERS

Hurtigruten is actively advocating a ban
on polluting and toxic heavy fuel oil (HFO)
in all Arctic waters and along the entire
Norwegian coast.
The protection of vulnerable areas
is an important part of the Hurtigruten
philosophy. The company supports stricter
regulations in pristine destinations,
including limits on ships and shore visits.
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The company is dedicated to contributing
to the local communities they visit and to
creating a positive impact everywhere they
sail. By trading locally and sourcing services
from local suppliers, Hurtigruten contributes
to the welfare of communities on its routes.

PROTECTING
ARCTIC WILDLIFE

welfare and habitat. Through science,
research and education, Hurtigruten and
their guests contribute directly to increasing
understanding and preserving animal life.

DELICIOUS FOOD,
WITH MEANING

Great food and snack options are available
every day of your cruise.
Is your preference meat, fish or our
popular plant-based dishes? Whatever your
choice, you can rest assured that suppliers
are held to high sustainability and animal
ethics standards.
The company works to reduce food waste
and introduce new work flows to make sure
that waste is kept to a minimum. And of
course, single-use plastic is a no-go on all
Hurtigruten ships.

CRUISEtalk

Daniel Skjeldam, CEO of Hurtigruten, is
personally engaged in the company’s
projects, such as removing single-use plastic

BANNING SINGLE-USE
PLASTIC

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

CLEANING OUR BEACHES

AMBASSADORS
AND RESEARCH

Plastic pollution is the biggest single
threat to our oceans. Hurtigruten was
the first cruise line in the world to ban all
unnecessary single-use plastic.
As of July 2018, everything from
straws to drinking cups to plastic bags
have been removed and replaced with
environmentally-friendly alternatives made
of biodegradable paper and sustainable
materials.
Much of the Earth’s plastic pollution ends
up on our beaches. Hurtigruten has a long
history of engaging and involving guests in
initiatives like beach clean-up activities.
In addition to creating less plastic waste,
the company is committed to using every
landing and activity as an opportunity
to contribute to a cleaner and healthier
environment.

The Hurtigruten Foundation was
established to ensure the guests of
tomorrow can enjoy the same meaningful
travel experiences as guests do today.
The Foundation supports a wide variety
of projects, such as securing the polar bear
population, fighting plastic and marine
pollution, raising awareness and supporting
local initiatives in the areas visited.
The Hurtigruten Foundation is funded
through onboard activities and donations.

Hurtigruten has worked to raise
awareness about marine pollution’s impact
on our oceans for many years. They hope to
create ambassadors for every destination on
every cruise.
Joining the Expedition Team on landings,
there’s a good chance guests will become
passionate about this issue too. Hurtigruten
also contributes to important research by
working with international science institutes
to contribute vital data about Antarctica and
Arctic environments.

CARING COOPERATIONS

Hurtigruten believes in leading by example
and they encourage cooperation throughout
the travel industry for a greener future.
The company has been actively involved
in establishing the Association of Arctic
Expedition Cruise Operators (AECO) for
Arctic issues.
Through the International Association
of Antarctica Tour Operators (IAATO),
Hurtigruten works to secure environmentally
sustainable tourism in Antarctica.
■ hurtigruten.com.au/sustainability
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Aussies can now
live the dream
DREAM CRUISES will soon bring their brand
of inspirational luxury and transformational
cruises to Australian and New Zealand
waters, providing the opportunity for locals
to experience their very own ‘dream cruise’
when Explorer Dream arrives in October
2019.
Prior to her deployment Down Under,
Explorer Dream will make her way from
Shanghai to Sydney. The 21-night relocation
voyage will commence on October 6,
cruising via nine ports – Hong Kong, Nha
Trang, Ho Chi Minh City, Singapore, Jakarta,
Bali, Darwin, Cairns and Gladstone.
Guests onboard will be among the first to
experience the newest member of the Dream
Cruises fleet following an $US50million
(approx, $AU70million) investment by
Genting Cruise Lines to transform the
much-loved Superstar Virgo (of sister brand,
Star Cruises) into Explorer Dream.
The luxury ship will have the capacity to
carry 1,852 passengers in 926 staterooms.
There will be seven cabin categories ranging
from affordable interior staterooms through
to the decadent palace villas.
For those seeking something in between,
balcony staterooms will appeal, as will the 50
luxurious palace suites which come with
exclusive benefits such as Wi-Fi, premium
beverage package, specialty dining and
bespoke 24-hour butler service.
The former Superstar Virgo will retain her
luxe charm, paired with newly enhanced
opulent interiors and a grand piazza-style
lobby. Staterooms will be rejuvenated with
sophisticated contemporary décor and
eye-catching artwork.
Guests will embark on a journey featuring
some of the finest and unexpected
experiences from around the world. Dance
under the stars, enjoy Broadway-style
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production shows, or indulge in some
exclusive pampering at Crystal Life spa.
Foodies will be well-catered to with
Dream Cruises’ range of bar and dining
concepts onboard, including Umi Uma sushi
and teppanyaki restaurant, Palm Court,
Mozzarella Ristorante & Pizzeria plus a
gelateria and ‘cake corner’ for those with a
sweet tooth.
Couples can enjoy a romantic dinner
under the stars at Seafood Grill, the signature
restaurant of internationally-acclaimed
Australian chef, Mark Best.
Catering to families and multi-gen
cruisers, there will be a kids’ club for ‘Little
Dreamers’.
While the ship will offer plenty of
entertainment and excitement, guests will
Milford Sound

also find plenty of space for some muchneeded relaxation. Drift off to sleep each
evening wrapped in the comfort and luxury
of the ‘dream beds’, thanks to a combination
of high-quality mattresses, silky-smooth
sheets and plenty of pillows.
Explorer Dream will embark on a series of
seven-night cruises with the option to sail
north from Sydney along the coast of
Queensland, or journey south to Tasmania’s
rugged landscapes. Alternatively, guests can
set sail from Auckland and navigate the
shores of New Zealand.
Explorer Dream will bring the best of the
Dream Cruises experience to Australasia,
providing a refreshing new option for local
passengers.
■ dreamcruiseline.com
Sydney

EXPLORER DREAM

australian coastal cruises

PROPERTYtalk: Special Report

New resort
promises
MALDIVIAN MAGIC
THE MALDIVES is one of the hottest travel
destinations of 2019, with more and more
Australians discovering this unspoiled
and idyllic tropical paradise in the Indian
Ocean.
From April 1, Aussies looking for a
luxury, all-inclusive experience in a holiday
retreat for the whole family can stay at the
new Heritance Aarah Maldives Resort.
The property is located on its own
private and pristine Maldivian island in
the Raa Atoll and can be reached by a
40-minute seaplane journey from Male
International Airport. During this brief
journey, guests will enjoy expansive views
of the Indian Ocean.
Heritance Aarah is perfectly suited for
couples, families or groups of friends,
honeymooners or those celebrating a
special occasion.
“Australians love all-inclusive properties
and at Heritance Aarah Resort you will
get more than you thought possible,” said
Mr Suresh Dissanayake / Assistant Vice
President – Sales & Marketing.
“We have six restaurants and five bars
and lounges for guests to indulge in,
plus our special carts that peddle around
the resort loaded with goodies. We look
forward to welcoming you.”
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ACCOMMODATION

Heritance Aarah offers 157 villas and
suites separated by tropical vegetation for
privacy. All villas have direct access to the
pristine white beach and the turquoise
lagoon beyond.
The entire resort has been designed
and built with a fusion of indigenous and
modern architecture, offering an overall
contemporary feel with a Maldivian touch.
All rooms offer privacy and comfort for
a well-deserved and relaxing holiday
experience.

Accommodation is split into 82 intimate
Luxury Ocean Suites and Sunset Ocean Villas
and 75 land villas, including Beach Villas,
Pool Beach Villas, Family Beach Villas and
Family Pool Beach Villas.
The 51 Beach Villas are among the largest
entry level beach-front villas in the Maldives
at 88 square metres. Elegantly designed
with an indigenous touch and open-air
bathrooms, they are nestled along the long
stretch of beach surrounding the island.
Each villa has direct beach access just a few
metres in front of a large open air veranda.

DINING

Guests are treated to a host of dining
options across various world cuisines,
with excellent service in a serene lagoon
setting.
Mealtimes are relaxed and informal,
with a creative emphasis on the resort’s
Dining by Design concepts for an
uninterrupted culinary experience in a
location of the guest’s choice.
All Day Dining Restaurant: A light and
airy coastal-style pavilion offers lavish
buffets for the food connoisseur
Signature Over Water Restaurant:
Exclusively for guests occupying the Water

At 185-square-metres, the Family Beach
Villas are one of the largest in this category
in The Maldives. They are identical in design
to the Beach Villas and offer privacy for
individual guests or families with adult kids
who need more privacy.
The main features of both room types
include king sized beds, an over-sized day
bed, Jacuzzi bathtub, private outdoor areas,
Wi-Fi access, flat screen TV, large bathroom
with outdoor shower and a large sun deck
with direct beach access to the bathroom.
The Pool Beach Villas are the signature
land accommodation units at Aarah
Maldives, offering exclusivity and the
ultimate luxury island holiday.
With an expansive outdoor private area,
including a large veranda, each individual
villa has a private pool complete with sun
loungers. In addition to the above, the villa
provides direct beach access overlooking the
vast lagoon.
Each of the striking Luxury Ocean Suites
features a magnificent plunge pool and the
ultimate in romantic settings. A spacious
bedroom on the upper floor is designed with a
king size bed that is dressed in the finest linens.
Providing a strong sense of place, the
spacious living room on the ground floor
tastefully incorporates indigenous elements
throughout.

Villas, with an unique interactive kitchen
for the food connoisseur.
Sundowner Overwater Restaurant:
Exclusively designed for guests occupying
the Water Suites, this offers a fine dining
experience at the discretion of the guest.
Overwater Teppanyaki Restaurant and
Sushi Bar: Located adjoining the specialty
lagoon restaurant offering authentic
Teppanyaki and Sushi favourites.
The Overwater Sky Bar: The prized
vantage point in the Island with 360
degree views of the ocean offering a
menu consisting of the most premium
beverages and wines.

ACTIVITIES

From fitness to adventure, social activities to competitive sports, offerings are available to
all guests as part of their all-inclusive holiday plan.
The Over Water Spa: This complex of six treatment rooms is set over the lagoon with views
of the eastern coast of the island. It offers a choice of luxurious health and beauty treatments
with professional consultation to balance body and mind.
The Dive Centre: The resort’s PADI licensed Dive Centre is run by a multilingual team of
professionals. Explore the world underwater in its richest sense while you dive your way
through it. The Water Sports Centre includes a variety of motorised and non-motorised
activities for guests to choose from.
Apart from tennis and a gym, guests also have a wide selection of activities specially made
for adults and young adults at the Recreation Centre. There’s also a Kids’ Club and a purposebuilt disco.
■ For more information, visit: heritancehotels.com
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STRAIGHT TO
THE HEART
Meriton Suites are opening Sydney’s
newest hotel in the heart of the CBD.
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PERFECTLY POSITIONED on Sussex Street in the
historic warehouse district adjacent to the Darling
Quarter Precinct on the east side of Darling
Harbour, Meriton Suites Sussex Street, Sydney will
transform the site into a vibrant and modern hotel
hub when it officially opens in April.
Architecturally designed to frame the amazing
views of Darling Harbour and the surrounding
city, the new building elegantly steps away from
Sussex Street revealing a sleek and slender tower
with a layered façade, naturally changing to create
variations as the tower rises into the Sydney skyline.
The design also includes a new sandstone
podium which responds to proportions of
the surrounding heritage buildings, visually
enhancing the relationship between the heritage
building and the contemporary state of the art
tower.
Including a five-storey lobby that is designed
to provide a grand entrance with an active central
space while embracing the history of the original
area, the lobby will be the heart of the hotel.
Its spatial configuration as a five-storey void is
enhanced by bringing light and nature into the
centre of the surrounding podium – it will feature
a floating staircase to connect all entertainment
areas available to guests throughout the lobby
and heritage courtyard.
With street frontage and direct connection
from the hotel via the grand atrium, this is a lively
and vibrant haven featuring restaurants and bars
that will provide world-class dining options for
both guests and the public.
In addition to these great facilities, there will
also be a craft beer brewery located at the rear of
the heritage building that will be home to a wide
selection of drinks. It will also include an openair alfresco courtyard, perfect for hotel guests to
gather, relax and enjoy this prime Sydney CBD
location.
As the fifth hotel located in the heart of the CBD
alongside Meriton Suites World Tower, Kent Street,
Pitt Street and Campbell Street – Sussex Street will
increase the total number of available suites to
1,272 across the city.
The new hotel will have 302 world-class
individual suites and offer large studio, one-,
two- and three-bedroom layouts – including an
exclusive three bedroom penthouse positioned
on the top floor that will offer spectacular views of
Sydney’s skyline.
With more space than a traditional hotel room,
guests will experience a separate bedroom,
lounge and dining space, plus each of the suites
has a large kitchen and full sized private bathroom
just like a residential apartment, with the two- and
three-bedroom suites offering a complete second
bathroom.
The hotel will also offer an exclusive Australian
hotel collaboration between KEVIN.MURPHY and
Meriton Suites. The Repair-Me range is perfect
for travellers on the go who need to recover and
pamper, offering quality products that nourish
and strengthen hair and recharge the body.
■ meritonsuites.com.au

*Artist Impression

MERITON SUITES SUSSEX STREET, SYDNEY

Opening July 2019
230 Sussex Street, Sydney NSW

meritonsuites.com.au
131 672

PROPERTYtalk: Thailand

AUSSIES BENEFIT FROM
THIS OPENING SPECIAL
HOTEL INDIGO Phuket Patong has opened its doors and is offering a special deal for
Aussies.
The package includes accommodation and breakfast for two people starting at
$160 plus $42 credit per day to spend on food and beverage. In addition, there are
two complimentary cocktails at The Cloud Rooftop Bar and late checkout of 3pm.
Designed to appeal to those with a passion for architecture, art, food and music,
the hotel is located in north Patong, just minutes from the beach, shops and
entertainment.
“Guests have everything they need to experience Patong’s history and culture
on-site as well as off-site within walking distance,” said Simon Douthett, General
Manager of Hotel Indigo Phuket Patong.
“Whether you’re after a tropical holiday, a romantic getaway or an entertainmentfilled stay, the Hotel Indigo Phuket Patong caters for your every need.”
The hotel has 180 rooms designed to mirror Patong’s tropical forests, fishing
village heritage and nightlife. There are also nine Oasis pool rooms that allow guests
to plunge into the pool from their own private terrace.
Guests can enjoy a 24-hour fitness centre, pools, authentic dining experiences and
a casual street-front tiki bar with local art. The Butcher’s Garden restaurant boasts an
interactive kitchen with locally-cured and aged meat and fresh seafood.
The opening special is for a minimum two-night stay and is available until March
31 for stays by June 30.
■ phuketpatong.hotelindigo.com

Hotel fit for a river king
THE CAPELLA Hotel Group is to unveil its
first urban resort in Thailand in the second
quarter of 2019.
Capella Bangkok will take up residence
on the east bank of the ‘River of Kings’ (Chao
Phraya River). The new luxury property is the
first to open along the waterway in the last
two decades.
“The revival of the riverside has been
happening organically for some years
now and it’s incredible to experience the
enthusiasm everybody has for a return to
the city’s original roots,” said John Blanco,
General Manager of Capella Bangkok.
“It’s reminiscent of the redevelopment
of historic – and often artistic – waterfront
locales in other major metropolises such
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as the Meatpacking District in Manhattan
and Belém in Lisbon, and I have every
confidence that it will have the same
uplifting effect on the city as a whole.”
Capella Bangkok offers 101 suites and
the city’s first riverfront villas located within
the highly-anticipated Chao Phraya Estate,
a five hectare development that boasts 350
metres of riverfront real estate.
Features at the luxury property include a
signature restaurant curated by celebrated
Michelin-starred chef Mauro Colagreco.
Auriga Wellness has an extensive list of
carefully curated Asian therapies combining
traditional techniques with contemporary
solutions.
The Capella Living Room will host local

artisans, music and culinary delights to
reflect the neighbourhood’s passion for
food, wellness and culture.
“I am sure our guests will enjoy exploring
the locale and discovering the diverse
street food stalls, riverfront seafood markets
and decades-old shophouse restaurants,
including the legendary Thip Volcanic
Fried Mussel & Oyster, in addition to the
fashionable new eateries celebrating
Bangkok’s bygone culinary roots,” added
Blanco.
“Guests are also sure to be enamoured
by groups of all ages performing tai chi
and yoga along the river and games from
badminton to native takraw.”
■ capellabangkok.com

SKYtalk

More Bangkok
for your buck
AIRASIA HAS announced it will operate its
first-ever Australian services from Bangkok
to Brisbane from June 25.
Operated by AirAsia’s long-haul affiliate,
Thai AirAsia X, the new services will bring
around 25,000 visitors per year to Brisbane.
“Queensland became AirAsia’s home
in Australia when the first AirAsia X flight
touched down on the Gold Coast in
November 2007,” said Nadda Buranasiri,
Group CEO, AirAsia X.
“Since that time, we’ve carried more than
two million passengers to and from the
Sunshine State.
“This new route to Brisbane will not
only increase traffic between Thailand and
Queensland, but importantly provide guests
with a low-cost option to explore Bangkok
and the more than 130 destinations found in
AirAsia’s network.”
To celebrate the milestone, AirAsia has
launched special sale fares from Brisbane to
Bangkok starting at just $239.
The airline has also announced it is
planning new flights between Lombok and
Perth, expected to take off from mid-2019. It
commenced international services from Kuala
Lumpur to Lombok in 2012 and currently
operates seven return flights per week
between Lombok and Malaysia’s capital.
■ airasia.com

IN BRIEF
SINGAPORE AIRLINES are going to
extraordinary lengths as they bid to
become the world’s leading digital airline.
The company has just unveiled
KrisLab, a collaborative workspace
designed to help staff develop ideas
and co-innovate with external partners,
start-ups, established incubators and
accelerators.
Technology such as blockchain,
mixed reality devices, artificial
intelligence and data analytics are
among features used and explored
by staff as they develop their digital
initiatives. singaporeair.com

Airlines urged to get their Zen on
MAJOR AIRLINES of the world have been urged to follow Cathay Pacific’s example and
create yoga spaces at their international hubs.
The call came after Cathay Pacific created a dedicated yoga and meditation space in its
lounge at Hong Kong International Airport.
The 65-square-metre area is divided into two zones – The Body Sanctuary, which is
dedicated to yoga, and The Mind Sanctuary, where travellers can meditate to focus and
calm the mind.
In a statement from the U.S., Hindu statesman Rajan Zed termed it as a step in a
positive direction to make yoga and meditation available to passengers at the airport,
and urged other world airlines to follow.
■ cathaypacific.com

SPECIAL OFFER ON
NEW DIRECT ROUTE
AIR VANUATU has announced a new non-stop
service between Melbourne and Port Vila.
Commencing June 18, the new flight
will be the only direct service between the
two cities, expanding the airline’s offering
in Australia and providing greater access to
Vanuatu.
With tickets now available to book, Air
Vanuatu will operate three direct flights per
week between Melbourne and the capital,
using the airline’s Boeing 737-800. Onward
connections are available to 28 destinations
across the country.
“The arrival of this new route will be
particularly exciting for people living in
Melbourne who have already discovered
the wonders of Vanuatu and can’t wait to
go back,” said Derek Nice, Air Vanuatu’s
Managing Director and CEO.
“They can travel non-stop on
conveniently timed flights, giving them
more time in our island paradise,” said Mr
Nice.
“Subject to regulatory and government
approval, we are also pleased to add codesharing with Qantas on the new service,” he
concluded.
To celebrate the launch of the new

route, Air Vanuatu is offering a special fare
starting from $325 one way, with onward
connections to Espiritu Santo and Tanna
Island starting from $350 one way.
Offer is for bookings made between
now and March 31. Travel must take place
between June 18 and December 31.
The airline is also set to launch a
dedicated, non-stop service between
Brisbane and Espiritu Santo, beginning on
June 18.
■ airvanuatu.com
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What future long-haul
customers really want

The top five most frequent
suggestions from customers for
‘Project Sunrise’:

•

•
•
•

•

Provide ‘sense of separation’
experiences where passengers
can be social but then ‘zone
out’ with either virtual reality
relaxation zones, audio mindfulness
experiences, or through the broader
in-flight entertainment.
Spaces to do gentle exercise/
stretches, promoting circulation
and comfort.
Wireless, noise-cancelling headsets.
Innovative cabin designs across the
entire aircraft, considering both
seat and non-seat spaces to focus
on a broad range of traveller needs
including comfort, sleep, dining,
entertainment and state of mind.
An in-flight cafe offering both
alcoholic and non-alcoholic
beverages including wine, fresh
juices, herbal teas and tisanes,
and mocktails along with snacks
including dips with vegetable sticks
as well as ‘treat foods’.
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STATIONARY EXERCISE bikes and virtual
reality relaxation and entertainment are
what Qantas customers would like to see on
futuristic long-haul flights.
Health and wellness are the top trends
coming through from fliers, with a strong focus
on mindfulness and ‘separation of experience’
at different stages of a long-haul flight.
The findings have been released from new
research done by Qantas in conjunction with
Sydney University’s Charles Perkins Centre.
The airline has been conducting focus group
research and surveying customers on the
direct London to Perth services to capture
their experience, suggestions and feedback.
“Customer feedback from the Perth to
London flight has exceeded expectations,
especially in relation to the time saved by
skipping the traditional stopover and going
direct to their destination,” said Ms Alison
Webster, CEO Qantas International.
“The engagement and enthusiasm we’re

seeing from this research highlights how
passionate our customers are to be a part of
the evolution of ultra long-haul travel.”
Qantas is preparing to conquer the final
frontier of global commercial air travel, with
world first non-stop flights from the east
coast of Australia to New York and London to
start from 2022.
“Our job now is to determine where
the most demand is and create this cabin
in a way that makes it both affordable for
customers and commercially viable for the
airline,” added Ms Webster.
“Everything is on the table and we are
excited about what innovations may come
from this research.”
Qantas is expected to make an
announcement around ‘Project Sunrise’ later
this year, including which aircraft type it
would operate, with both the Boeing 777X
and the Airbus A350 under consideration.
■ qantas.com

IN BRIEF
■ EMIRATES HAVE announced the return of My Emirates Pass, which allows customers
to take advantage of discounts and benefits in more than 500 locations across the UAE.
Passengers travelling to and through Dubai now until March 31 can present
their Emirates boarding pass and a valid form of identification to benefit from these
privileges. Discounts include up to 30 per cent on spa treatments, up to 50 per cent off
outdoor activities, up to 50 per cent on fine dining and up to 30 per cent on popular
shopping outlet stores. emirates.com/au
■ CATHAY PACIFIC has launched its new Hong Kong Flavours in-flight menu, featuring
a variety of signature local specialities. Available across all cabin classes from Hong
Kong to Australia, dishes include wok fried lobster in broth with crispy and steamed
rice, and milk tea pudding with tapioca pearls. cathaypacific.com

CELEBRITY CHEF
LUKE NGUYEN
HAS BEEN ELEVATING
VIETNAM’S CULINARY ARTS
ON VIETNAM AIRLINES’
FLIGHTS?
THE WORLD IS CHANGING.
ARE YOU?
Let’s enjoy the authentic Vietnamese
cuisine to the fullest while being up to
35.000 feet above the ground,
served by the heart of Luke Nguyen the Global Cuisine Ambassador of
Vietnam Airlines.

BOOK > vietnamairlines.com
LIKE >

fb/vietnamairlines

UK: Advertorial

How to be king
of your own castle
LUXURY CASTLE Hire has unique and
inspiring venues across the UK to make your
special occasions, anniversaries or holidays
truly memorable.
Whether the location and setting you
have in mind is a major city centre or a
tranquil retreat, the company has venues for
every event and occasion.
Luxury Castle Hire (LCH) pride themselves
on delivering great food and service all in
one exclusive or unusual place, because the
whole experience matters.
Explore their range of extraordinary
spaces including museums, stadia,
cathedrals, galleries, landmarks, stately
homes, castles and conference centres,
available for every kind of event.
The company love organising events and
know how tedious and time-consuming
the process of finding and booking a venue
can be. LCH believe the venue hire industry
needs a modern and reliable venue finding
tool that works for both the venue managers
and venue seekers.
Depending on your event type, venues
can hold 20 to 2,500 people. Whatever the
occasion, the planners at Luxury Castle Hire
will work with you to plan your event and
help it run smoothly.
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Eltham Palace.
Picture courtesy
English Heritage

Eltham Palace.
Picture courtesy
English Heritage

INSPIRING
VENUES FOR...
Conferences, Christmas
and birthday parties,
private dining, meetings,
corporate entertainment
and events, unique events,
Osborne House.
Picture courtesy
English Heritage

PRIVATE PARTIES
Ensure your birthday, anniversary or
get-together is stylish by hosting your
private party at one of the company’s
exclusive properties. Wow your guests in a
historic castle or stately home.

WEDDING VENUES
Luxury Castle Hire’s collection of historic
venues has been the setting of many love
stories.
From Eltham Palace, the former childhood
home of Henry VIII and now stunning art
deco mansion, to Osborne House, the
private retreat of Queen Victoria and her
beloved Prince Albert, host your wedding
day at a fabulous venue.

summer parties and weddings.
UNIQUE CORPORATE EVENTS
TO REMEMBER
A number of the company’s luxury
properties contain conference and
meeting facilities. Stand out from the
crowd by holding your corporate event at
one of these inspiring historic venues.

WHY US?
We offer truly bespoke experiences
with our knowledge and expertise and
assist you in arranging every single detail
– no matter how small or big – and tailor
it according to your requirement.

ABOUT US…

Luxury Castle Hire was established in 1960
by John Bolton, who was passionate about
castles and exclusive venues and always
viewed castle vacation as a big business
opportunity.
In 2008, he partnered with fellow director
Melanie Horrocks. Since then, Luxury Castle
Hire has proudly featured more than 150
unique and historically diverse castles and
properties in its portfolio.
The company is continuously adding new
castles and properties to its portfolio.
So get a taste of royalty and live life like a
king with Luxury Castle Hire.

■ For more information, e-mail info@LuxuryCastleHire.co.uk To find out about weddings,
honeymoon, Christmas and New Year bookings, visit: luxurycastlehire.co.uk
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WINTER BREAKS
UK

GET YOUR
MOTOR
RUNNING
Here are some great ideas to help you get
the most from a road trip around Britain.
PICTURE YOURSELF in a supercar, racing
round a Formula 1 track. How about a
vintage open-top car, leisurely pottering
around classic English villages?
Whether you’ve got 24 hours, a weekend
or even longer, there are coastal drives,
city routes and road trips around Britain
to discover behind the wheels of some
awesome motors. Even better, the Brits drive
on the same side of the road as us!
If racing fast cars is on your bucket list,
visit the legendary Silverstone, two hours
north of London, and drive on the UK’s only
Formula 1 track.
Rev up the engine and test your driving
skills in Ferrari supercars, single-seater
racing cars or Silverstone’s new, exclusive
experience in an Aston Martin Vantage.
Find out all you ever wanted to know
about your motor racing heroes and the
history of the sport – book ahead for the
new interactive visitor attraction, the
Silverstone Heritage Experience, launching
on June 1.
If you’re passionate about cars, you’ll love
the Goodwood Festival of Speed, a huge
celebration of motorsport and car culture.
The 2019 festival (July 4-7) will once again
be packed with supercar debuts, F1 cars,
rallying and speed records being beaten,
all on the grounds of English stately home
Goodwood House near Chichester, two
hours south of London.
Looking for skills over speed? Head offroad at the Land Rover Driving Experience,
spending a half or full day developing your
driving skills and confronting challenging
terrains.
It’s available in nine locations in the UK
so you can choose which environment you
tackle – will it be the undulating Scottish
hills, around a country estate near London,
or Yorkshire’s rugged landscapes?
Whizz around London in one of Britain’s
most iconic vehicles – the Mini Cooper.
Small Car Big City (smallcarbigcity.com)
40 | W W W . T R A V E L T A L K M A G . C O M . A U

Picture courtesy Small Car Big City
shows off the capital on its guided tours,
which range from one hour with a private
guide to an entire day, all from the comfort
of this classic car.
Check out its specific tours, such as the
Banksy & Street Art tour (you’ll even try your
hand at creating your own street art), or the
‘Orrible Murder Tour that tells the story of
London’s grizzly history.
Hiring a car in Britain means you can see
a variety of destinations in a short space
of time. Just one example is the 30-minute
drive between two of north east England’s
exceptional castles.
Start your drive at the mighty fortress
of Bamburgh Castle that proudly stands
high above the sweeping expanse of
Bamburgh Beach and head through the
Northumberland countryside to Alnwick

Castle, the second-largest inhabited castle
in England – you might just recognise it as
Hogwarts in the Harry Potter films.
McKinlay Kidd (mckinlaykidd.com) offers
a road trip in an Aston Martin through
locations featured in various James Bond
movies, including From Russia with Love,
The Spy Who Loved Me and the scenery of
Glencoe as seen in Skyfall.
The Cotswolds in south west England are
a draw for lovers of all things vintage with
a bit of contemporary cool thrown in, an
excellent location in which to hire a vintage
car. Take in the picture-perfect villages,
antique fairs and Regency towns such as
Cheltenham, or medieval towns such as
Tewkesbury.
■ visitbritain.com

Aldourie Castle Inverness

We have access to thousands of UK venues for
everything from conference venues & meeting
rooms to party venues for all occasions.

Luxury Castle Hire has unique and inspiring venues across the UK.

Whether the location and setting you have in mind is a major city centre or a tranquil
retreat, we have venues for every event and occasion.
CALL FREE: 0808 133 5988

To find out about Weddings,
Honeymoon, Christmas and
New Years bookings or visit:
www.luxurycastlehire.co.uk

Farran House Ireland

Chateau de Saint Martory Pyrenees France

INSPIRING VENUES FOR:
• CORPORATE ENTERTAINMENT • CORPORATE EVENTS • CHRISTMAS PARTIES • SUMMER PARTIES
• UNIQUE VENUES • PRIVATE DINING • CONFERENCES • WEDDINGS • MEETINGS • PARTIES
PRIVATE PARTIES

WEDDING VENUES

Chateau Terre Blanche Chalabre France

Our collection of historic venues
have been the setting of many
love stories. From Eltham Palace,
to Osborne House, the private
retreat of Queen Victoria and
her beloved Prince Albert host
your wedding day at one of our
fabulous venues.

Ensure your birthday, anniversary
or get-together is stylish by
hosting your private party at one
of our exclusive properties. Wow
your guests in one of our historic
castles or stately homes.
Assynt House Scotland

UNIQUE CORPORATE
EVENTS TO REMEMBER

CORPORATE EVENTS
A number of our venues contain
conference and meeting facilities.
Stand out from the crowd by
holding your corporate event at
one of our luxury properties.

Stand out from the crowd
by holding your corporate
event at one of our inspiring
historic venues.

Ellenborough Park England

Carlowrie Castle Scotland

Call FREE on: 0808 133 5988
or enquire online today at: info@LuxuryCastleHire.co.uk

UK

HOT PROPERTIES

WHETHER YOU’RE looking for a boutique luxury hotel in leafy Kent or affordable
accommodation in the heart of Glasgow, this round-up of the UK’s new, recently refurbished
or upcoming hotels offers something for every traveller.

London Warehouse

COMING SOON
A terrace suite at
The Marylebone

LONDON
The Marylebone, Marylebone
Situated in the heart of central London a short walk from Bond Street, The
Marylebone is a recently renovated boutique hotel boasting new facilities.
These include The Cocktail Bar, which combines four adjoining spaces themed
around the seasons, the winter lounge complete with a roaring fire and the outdoor
terrace that’s perfect for summer socialising.
Other additions include The Marylebone Rooms and Number Six – a series of stylish
private event rooms designed in the hotel’s signature art deco style. There is also a
range of newly refurbished luxury rooms and suites to choose from.
■ doylecollection.com

SCOTLAND
The Grandtully Hotel, Perthshire
Dedicated to delivering exceptional
Scottish food and drink to its guests, the
newly renovated The Grandtully Hotel
by Ballintaggart offers luxurious culinary
experiences in equally luxurious settings.
With just eight bedrooms, this boutique
property has been lovingly restored and
features a careful blend of traditional
features and contemporary design.
Facilities include a 30-cover restaurant
serving fine local produce, a bar, a private
dining area and an outdoor terrace.
■ ballintaggart.com
Citi Hotel, Aberdeen
Citi Hotel in Aberdeen prides itself on
offering affordable stays in the heart of the
city. Based on the former site of The Royal
Hotel, the property underwent a huge
refurbishment more than a year ago and
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London Warehouse
Set in the Victorian railway warehouse
formerly occupied by The Place Aparthotel,
the newly renovated London Warehouse
hotel will open shortly.
This luxurious 166-bed, four-star
aparthotel will offer facilities including a
gym created by fitness brand BLOK. Other
highlights include an all-day hangout space,
mini cinema, restaurant, bar and lounge
managed by Bistrotheque restaurant.
■ capitalandcentric.com

MANCHESTER

Dakota Hotel
Work has almost been completed
on the £25 million (approx. $45 million)
development of the Dakota Deluxe design
hotel.
Scheduled to open in 2019, the hotel
is located close to Piccadilly Station and
promises to deliver the same elegant style,
tasteful décor and luxurious facilities as its
sister properties in Leeds and Glasgow.
■ dakotahotels.co.uk

Hotel Indigo
Located in the city’s Northern Quarter
opposite Victoria Station, Hotel Indigo
embodies the style and originality that
typifies the former industrial heart of the city
– now a mecca for hipsters, musicians and
the achingly cool.
The hotel offers 187 bedrooms, all of
which have been carefully renovated to
reflect the cultural history of the area, and
combines original Victorian features with
modern facilities including an on-site gym,
bar and restaurant.
■ ihg.com/hotelindigo

Stock Exchange Hotel
Manchester’s historic Stock Exchange
building is being redeveloped into a
luxurious five-star boutique hotel courtesy
of former Manchester United football stars
Gary Neville and Ryan Giggs (GG Hospitality).
Due to open this year, the Edwardian
Baroque building – with its impressive
central dome – is located in Norfolk Street.
In addition to 40 bedrooms and suites,
two luxurious presidential suites and two
fine dining restaurants, the hotel will offer
private dining in the wine cellars.
■ stockexchangehotel.co.uk

reopened at the start of November.
The self-dubbed ‘poshtel’ boasts a new
reception area, newly fitted bathroom suites,
refined décor and 42 bedrooms.
■ citihotelaberdeen.com

IRELAND
AFTER MONTHS in development, Tourism
Ireland has launched its first major global
campaign since 2011.
In an industry first, the ‘Fill your heart
with Ireland’ campaign has been created
by using the heart rate data of two of its
visitors.
Tourism Ireland invited a married couple
(who had never visited the island of Ireland
before) to sample the destination, wearing
custom-made technology to track their
physiological responses along the way.
The couple, Fred and Lisa from Sweden,
was hooked up to covert heart monitors,
which were linked to a head-mounted
camera that captured all of their experiences.
Every time their heart rate changed, a
wireless computer logged that information.
The data provided by these heart rate
monitors determined what footage
featured in the advertising.
Marketers say the result is a campaign
that proves the effect the island of Ireland
can have on its visitors, whether they are
kayaking in Achill Island on the west coast,
exploring Devenish Island’s monastic sites
in Northern Ireland, or climbing the highest
sea cliffs in Europe at Slieve League on the
north west coast.
“Our new campaign, ‘Fill Your Heart
with Ireland’, presents Tourism Ireland with
a great opportunity to drive continued
growth to the regions next year and to
encourage visitors to travel off-peak,” said
Sofia Hansson, Tourism Ireland Manager
Australia/New Zealand.
“It will feature locations that have been
less visited by overseas visitors and will also
highlight outdoor activities like cycling,
walking and kayaking.
“We are confident that our new
campaign will set the island of Ireland apart
from our competitor destinations and help
deliver another record year for overseas
tourism in 2019.”
The new campaign showcases 17 less
well-known locations across Ireland, with
all of them affecting the heart rates of the
featured couple. The results prove that even
the hidden gems, just as much as the obvious
attractions, can excite, inspire and entertain.
“This is the world’s first-ever marketing
campaign to use tourists’ biometric data to
design an advert,” said Mark Henry, Central
Marketing Director at Tourism Ireland.
“We have combined data and creativity
to literally show how the island of Ireland
fills visitors’ hearts with positive emotion.
“The ad has researched extremely
positively because viewers can see it
is clearly authentic and credible, and it
motivates them to want to travel to Ireland
to experience this for themselves.”

Unique tourism
campaign is
all heart

Diamond Hill. Picture courtesy
Tourism Ireland

TIME TO MAKE A HOME RUN

DEDICATED TO world famous poet Seamus Heaney, HomePlace has welcomed thousands
of visitors since opening its doors three years ago.
Events planned for 2019 include a guided coach tour of the country landscape made
famous by Seamus Heaney’s poetry in the company of Heaney specialist Eugene Kielt (April
6) and an evening with award-winning and bestselling author David Mitchell (April 27).
There will also be a number of musical performances as well as poetry readings and
discussions.
HomePlace is just a 40-minute drive from either Belfast or Derry~Londonderry. The
poet’s grave is located down the road at St Mary’s Church and nearby the Turf Man
sculpture interprets Digging, one of Heaney’s most famous poems.
■ seamusheaneyhome.com

HomePlace. Picture
courtesy Tourism Ireland
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IRELAND
Clockwise from left: Music abounds in
Galway; Kirwan Lane; Galway Harbour.
All pics courtesy Tourism Ireland

WHY GALWAY IS
TOP OF THE POPS
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC Traveler has named
Galway among the best places in the world
to visit this year.
The influential U.S. magazine recognised
the Irish city alongside the likes of Cairo
and the Peruvian Amazon in its annual
comprehensive travel report featuring 28 of
the most exciting destinations for 2019.
National Geographic judges noted that
this year will be a perfect time to visit the
city on the Wild Atlantic Way, as it marks the
run-up to Galway’s time as the European
Capital of Culture 2020.
“Galway may sit at the far western edge of
Europe,” the magazine states, “but lately the
‘City of Tribes’ has been the centre of attention.
“Named a 2018 European Region of
Gastronomy, Ireland’s fourth largest city
(population 80,000) is gearing up for the
next big thing: Galway 2020, European
Capital of Culture.”

The publication also cites new
community heritage and arts projects, “such
as pop-up culture cafés and funambulism
(tightrope walking) workshops [that
throughout 2019] will be rolling out in
conventional and unexpected venues
(beaches, fields, remote villages and rivers)
across Galway city and county.”
Galway is one of Ireland’s most engaging
cities. Cultured, artsy and bohemian, its
brightly-painted pubs pulse with traditional
and live music.
Michelin-starred restaurants and cosy
cafés dot the city centre, melding with
a lively farmer’s market and craft shops.
Bridges arch over the River Corrib and a
long promenade leads to the suburb of
Salthill on Galway Bay.
St Patrick’s Day (March 17) and the Cúirt
International Festival of Literature, one of
the oldest and most recognised literature

Say hello to the
nine Glens

Runestone. Picture
courtesy Tourism Ireland
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festivals in Europe (April 8 – 14), are also
great times to go.
The European summer and autumn also
see the artistic, creative and fun qualities
Galway is renowned for come to life in a
selection of international festivals ranging
from the arts and food to film and horse
racing.
Alongside the festivals, shows and events
there is a thriving gastronomic scene to
check out. Galway is especially known for
its oysters and Ireland’s longest running
and greatest gourmet extravaganza – the
Galway International Oyster and Seafood
Festival.
There is more to uncover around County
Galway, where the hills of Connemara, all
sorts of sights and activities on the wild
Atlantic coastline or the rustic lifestyle of
the Aran Islands make this area one of the
world’s best attractions.

ENCOMPASSING GRASSLANDS, forests,
peat bogs, mountain uplands, waterfalls
and glacial valleys, the nine Glens of
County Antrim are a walker’s and nature
lover’s paradise.
They stretch along 80 kilometres of
Northern Ireland’s famed Causeway Coastal
Route. The rugged beauty of the Glens has
provided a backdrop for many scenes in the
TV blockbuster Game of Thrones.
Glenarm is notable for its castle with its
walled gardens, forest park and village of
the same name. Glencloy, the glen of the
hedges, sweeps down to the pretty harbour
town of Carnlough.
The third and biggest glen is Glenariff,
known as the ‘queen of the glens’, which
can be explored through trails in Glenariff
Forest Park. Take the hike high into the glen
for sweeping views over the county and
across the sea to Scotland or follow the
waterfall trail.
■ ireland.com

Clouds slowly drift by, the wind whips at your clothes and the wondrous view
spreads out before you. Then it happens... you feel your heart begin to soar.

Ultimate Ireland
Fam Trip
Test your knowledge and
become a Gold Specialist.
Two lucky entrants will be
whisked away on an epic
Ireland trip!
Register now at
trade.ireland.com

ASIAN ESCAPES: Thailand

FESTIVALS
FOR THE
SENSES
THAILAND IS a land of centuries-old festivals
and celebrations that reflect the country’s
traditions and cultural values.
Most Thai festivals derive from Buddhist and
Brahman beliefs, with many originating from
local traditions, folklore and the way of life.
Two internationally-known festivals are
Songkran or the Thai New Year with its
water-based fun, and the charming full moon
festival of Loi Krathong. Among the many
religious events tourists are encouraged to
witness are the Khao Phansa and Ok Phansa
festivals that respectively mark the beginning
and the end of Buddhist Lent.
Each event has its own outstanding
features, which differ from region to region.
Here are just some of the many Thai festivals
celebrated annually.

SONGKRAN FESTIVAL
(April 13-15, nationwide)
This is an event where boisterous fun
and ancient traditions go hand-in-hand.
For tourists, the festival offers a chance
to enjoy a huge celebration where water
parties break out in the streets of towns and
villages.
For locals, it is a chance to spend time
with their families and visit temples to
observe ancient rites.
Some of the best regional locations to
celebrate the Songkran Festival are Bangkok
and Pattaya in the central and eastern
region, Chiang Mai up north, Khon Kaen in
the northeast and Hat Yai in the southern
region.
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BUN BUNG FAI (ROCKET) FESTIVAL
(May or June, some provinces in the
northeast and south)
This festival is seen as a way of
encouraging the rains to fall and to help the
local rice crops grow. It also allows people to
have a fun and festive break before the hard
work of planting and harvesting begins.
The celebrations differ from province to
province, but mostly involve the firing of
homemade rockets with teams competing
against each other to send theirs the
highest. There are also parades with floats
and displays of traditional costume and
dancing.
The festival can be enjoyed in many
provinces of Isan, including Roi Et, Yasothon
and Kalasin. There is also a rocket festival in
the Sukhirin district in the southern province
of Narathiwat initiated by people who
moved south from Isan.

BUN LUANG AND PHI TA KHON
FESTIVAL
(June or July, Loei)
One of the most vibrant and unique
festivals in the northeastern region is the
three-day Bun Luang and Phi Ta Khon
Festival in the Dan Sai district, Loei.
The entire event is designed to celebrate
the return of Prince Vessandorn (the last
incarnation of Lord Buddha) and to worship
at Phra That Si Song Rak, the highly-revered
Buddha stupa.
The highlight is the Phi Ta Khon masked-

Phuket Vegetarian Festival
Left: Phi Ta Khon Festival
dance procession. Villagers, who are mostly
male, dress in ghost costumes and wear
huge masks made from carved coconut-tree
trunks, topped with wickerwork and sticky
rice steamers.
They dance and strike amusing poses to
the cheerful crowds as they parade around
town. Other activities include the Phi Ta
Khon costume competition and the firing of
Bung Fai (rockets).
■ amazingthailand.com.au; tatnews.org/events

OTHER FESTIVALS OF NOTE:
Khao Phansa & Candle Festival
(Buddhist Lent Day, July) Marks the
start of the rainy season and the period
when monks traditionally retreat to their
temples for a three-month period.

Vegetarian Festival (October) Thai
people, especially those of Chinese
lineage, will restrict themselves to only
a vegetarian diet for nine days and nine
nights as a form of purification of a
person’s body, mind and spirit.

Loi Krathong Festival (November)
Designed to beg pardon from the water
spirits as well as to overcome bad luck,
this is probably the country’s most
beautiful cultural festival featuring lotusshaped floating vessels with lit candles
being released into waterways and
plenty of fireworks.

ASIAN ESCAPES: Thailand

Spend a
day at
the races
AFTER A record-breaking 2018 event with
more than 9,000 runners, the 14th Laguna
Phuket Marathon will take place on June 8
and 9.
Events on Saturday afternoon will
include the 10.5km run, 5km run and
2km kids’ run, with the half marathon and
marathon on Sunday morning.
Sports brands and other exhibitors will
be showcasing, demonstrating and selling
everything from running shoes, apparel,
running watches, sports gels, energy drinks
and eyewear. All will be under one roof at
an expo.
Runners are encouraged to use the
event to raise money for the Laguna Phuket
Foundation. Established in 2009, the
foundation has been supporting educational
and social development of local communities,
marine and natural environmental
conservation, and emergency relief.
For those athletes who want to push
themselves even harder, the 26th Laguna
Phuket Triathlon (LPT) will take place on
November 24.

The Bangkok Marathon.
All pictures courtesy Tourism
Authority of Thailand
Back by popular demand, the LPT will
once again feature a Charity Fun Run.
Comprising both 5km and 10km runs and a
2km distance for juniors, the charity event
will take place on November 23 and will raise
funds in support of local Phuket children.
Runners also get the chance to pound
the pavements of the nation’s capital with
the Amazing Thailand Marathon (held in
February) and the BDMS Bangkok Marathon,
which is due to take place on November 17.
For something slightly different, the
Vertical Marathon sees runners race up
1,093 steps or 61 storeys of the Banyan Tree
Bangkok, finishing at the Vertigo rooftop bar.

The 20th edition of this popular event takes
place on March 10.
Those who prefer two wheels to two legs
might like to check out Singha Park in Chiang
Rai, which hosts several sports events,
particularly for mountain bike enthusiasts.
And sailors should chart a course for the
annual Phuket King’s Cup Regatta, held every
December since 1987.
The regatta attracts keelboats and oceangoing catamaran teams from around the
world, with upwards of 90 boats and 2,000
sailors, ranging from the Formula One of the
sea lanes, the Racing Class, to live-aboard
ocean cruisers, multi-hulls and classics.

PHANG NGA BAY, PHANG NGA

Hugthailand

www.amazingthailand.com.au

Phang Nga is not just ordinary small town
set againts sublime limestone cliffs, it allows you
to immerse yourself in the legendary beauty of Ao Phang Nga Bay
national park. It is renowed for the striking limestone
karst formations, thriving underwater ecosystem,
picturesque beaches, and its place in Hollywood history.

Hugthailand

www.amazingthailand.com.au
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Thailand

Your favouite four are back
BACK-ROADS Touring has unveiled their new
Asia brochure for 2019-20, offering small
group tours across Thailand, Cambodia and
Vietnam.
The latest brochure features four
favourite tours with travellers, each
including improved itineraries, new culinary
discoveries and hand-picked boutique
accommodation.
‘Wonders of Thailand’ now includes a
visit to a tea plantation where guests can
pluck their own Assam leaves and learn the
ancient art of making tea by hand.
Meeting the strong appetite for hands-on
‘foodie’ experiences, ‘Vietnam and Cambodia
Discovery’ now features a private cooking
class at Luke Nguyen’s GRAIN culinary studio
in Ho Chi Minh City.

Here, guests can explore the unique
traditions and techniques of Vietnamese
cuisine with the opportunity to create and
taste everything from fish sauce to local
delicacies.
The revised tour experiences focus
on unlocking unique elements of each
destination. These include exploring
the canals of Bangkok, experiencing the
centuries-old Vietnamese craft of Papiermâché mask making and discovering littleknown secrets of the ancient Khmer people
within the temples of Angkor Wat.
“We place huge value in customer
feedback and have used this to develop
revised itineraries and a new brochure that
reflects both our new and loyal Back-Roads
travellers’ desires to explore South East

Asia,” said David Gendle, General Manager –
Global Sales, Back-Roads Touring.
“Adjusting some of the timings of our
itineraries and their inclusions has ensured
the tours offer a more leisurely-paced feel,
providing our guests with plenty of time to
explore each destination at their own pace
and indulge in one-of-a-kind experiences
usually reserved for locals.”
The boutique, locally-owned
accommodation used by the company has
also been upgraded on a number of tours.
Guests on the ‘Wonders of Thailand’
itinerary will stay at the Sibsan Resort in
northern Chiang Mai, while the ‘Flavours of
Vietnam’ tour group will now be staying at
the Pilgrimage Village Boutique Resort & Spa
during their time at Hue.
“From Thailand’s vibrant culture and
jungle landscapes to Cambodia’s enchanting
architecture, ancient mysteries and aweinspiring temples, Back-Roads promises to
offer truly unique, authentic and memorable
experiences that form the perfect holiday for
any and every mature traveller,” added Gendle.
■ backroadstouring.com/asia
Back-Roads Touring Asia tours are as
follows, available for travel from April 1:

• Temples of Thailand & Cambodia
•

(eight days)

Vietnam & Cambodia Discovery
(12 days)

• Flavours of Vietnam (12 days)
• Wonders of Thailand (13 days)

UP FOR THE CUP

Nakaseno Way
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WALK JAPAN is offering visitors for the 2019
Rugby World Cup the chance to make the
most of their time in the country.
The competition takes place between
September 20 and November 2 with
Australia among the rugby nations of the
world battling for supremacy. Walk Japan
has tours available close to seven of the 12
stadiums being used for the World Cup.
Fans can experience Japan at ease and in
depth between matches by joining either the
company’s top-rated tour leaders on a guided
tour or travelling on a self-guided tour.
Itineraries include following in the
footsteps of samurai and monks along
venerable byways and on ancient
pilgrimages. Walking through little-visited
countryside of paddy fields and forests
dotted with charming hamlets and ancient
shrines. Guests can also visit onsen hot
spring towns, remote islands and sleepy
fishing villages.
Walk Japan’s atmospheric, traditional

Japanese inns also serve delicious, regional
cuisine that always reflects the season.
Onsen hot spring baths feature frequently
and provide a relaxing way to savour the
end of the day.
‘Nakasendo Way’ is the company’s
pioneering 11-day, 10-night tour that
provides a guided introduction to Japan
while strolling along an historical road from
Kyoto to Tokyo.
Guests walk through rural and
mountainous countryside, and visit
traditional and modern inns to eat hearty
farmhouse cuisine. It is priced from
JPY488,000 (approx. $AU6,202).
‘Shikoku Temple Pilgrimage’ is an 11-day,
10-night tour following trails linking some
of the famed 88 temples on Shikoku. Follow
centuries-old pilgrimage paths, sleep in
temples and inns, enjoy onsen hot spring
baths and local cuisine. It is priced from
JPY524,000 (approx $AU6,659).
■ walkjapan.com

DON’T MISS

the Chile Eclipse
CHILE ECLIPSE & ATACAMA
12 day special departure tour from $9,980PP
Includes all airfares, accommodation and touring

®

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?
Go online to wendywutours.com.au, call 1300 727 998 or visit your local travel agent
Prices listed correct as at 18 Feb 2019 and may be subject to change. Prices are subject to availability of tour, airline, special economy class fare and specific airfare class availability. A nonrefundable deposit of $300 per person is due within 3 days of booking and an additional payment of $3,000pp within 4 weeks of the initial deposit. Prices are per person twin share and single
supplements apply for solo travellers. Airline schedules from different cities vary, so additional accommodation may be required at an extra cost; prices are available from our reservations team.
For full terms and conditions of booking for South & Central America tours. Visit wendywutours.com.au for full details. ATAS: A10517.

ASIAN ESCAPES: The Philippines

What a site
DID YOU know that the Philippines are home
to some of the highest numbers of UNESCO
World Heritage ‘cultural sites’ in Southeast Asia?
The Philippines has three such sites in
addition to three ‘natural sites’, offering
travellers an exceptional holiday destination.

THE PHILIPPINES’ UNESCO
WORLD HERITAGE
‘CULTURAL SITES’
Rice Terraces of the
Philippine Cordilleras
An outstanding example of a system of
high, agricultural rice terraces carved into the
contours of the Cordillera Mountains on the
northern island of Luzon. Often referred to as
the ‘Eighth Wonder of the World’, they were
named as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in
1995.
Built between 2,000 and 6,000 years ago,
the rice paddies were created by the Ifugao
tribe in the pre-colonial Philippines and
even predate some of the world’s acclaimed
historic constructions, such as the Colosseum
of Rome and Hadrian’s Wall in the UK.
The rice fields are widely considered a marvel
of engineering, which showcases the Ifugao
people’s agricultural engineering, passed on and
handed down from one generation to the next.
It is the expression of their sacred traditions and
reveals a delicate social balance.
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“The Ifugao helped to create a landscape
of great beauty that expresses the harmony
between humankind and the environment,”
said Norjamin Delos Reyes, Tourism Attaché
at Philippine Department of Tourism
Australia and New Zealand.
“If laid out side by side, the terraces
would reach 22,400 kilometres – enough
to encircle half the globe –and they rise to
a height of 1,525 metres above sea level.
They are unique and distinctive to the
Philippines.”

Historic city of Vigan
Established in the 16th century, Vigan is
one of the best preserved and most intact
examples of a planned Spanish colonial
town in Asia.
Vigan has been carefully conserved and
reflects the fusion of Asian and Spanish
architecture, creating a unique culture and
townscape that is not paralleled anywhere
in East and Southeast Asia.
An important trading post before the
colonial era, Vigan is located at the river
delta of the Abra River, along the north
western coastline of the main island
of Luzon in the Province of Ilocos Sur,
Philippine Archipelago.
Date of inscription – 1999.

Baroque Churches of the Philippines
These consist of four Roman Catholic
churches, constructed between the 16th and
the 18th centuries in the Spanish period.
Santo Tomas de Villanueva Church in
Miagao in Iloilo was built in 1797 by the
Augustinian Missionaries and was designed
to serve as a fortress for Christians.
Nuestra Senora de la Asuncion or the
‘Church of the Assumption’ was built on
top of a hill in Santa Maria in Ilocos Sur

ASIAN ESCAPES

The Puerto-Princesa
subterranean river.
Picture courtesy Eric Beltran

NORJAMIN DELOS REYES, TOURISM ATTACHÉ

The Banaue Rice Terraces. Picture courtesy
Marc Go. Below: The cobbled streets of
Vigan. Picture courtesy Francis Guerrero

at Philippine Department of Tourism Australia and New Zealand, said the destination
offered something for everyone.
“The Philippines offers a hugely diverse range of attractions for a wide variety of
travellers, from backpackers to luxury, discerning travellers.
“We encourage everyone to visit the Philippines and look beyond our worldrenowned beaches to discover some of our tourism gems.
“The Philippines is teeming with exotic wildlife, quaint fishing villages and also
UNESCO World Heritage Sites, which provides a truly unique holiday option, all located
only eight hours’ flight time from the east coast of Australia.
“In addition to our UNESCO World Heritage sites, visitors can choose to stay at
luxurious award winning resorts, or more novel accommodation such as their very own
cottage on stilts above the ocean.”

THE PHILIPPINES’ UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE ‘NATURAL SITES’
Puerto Princesa Subterranean River
National Park

and can only be reached by climbing a
flight of 82 steps.
San Agustin Church is the oldest existing
church in the Philippines and lies inside the
walled city of Intramuros in Manila.
The Church of San Agustin in Paoay
was built by Augustinian friars in 1694 and
was finished after 200 years. The churches
include important attributes that comprise
architectural uniqueness.
Date of inscription – 1993.

The park encompasses one of the world’s
most impressive cave systems, featuring
limestone karst landscapes and pristine
natural beauty.
One of the river’s distinguishing features
is that it emerges directly into the sea and its
lower portion is subject to tidal influences.
The area represents a significant habitat
for biodiversity conservation, containing a
full ‘mountain to sea’ eco-system and has
some of the most important forests in Asia.
The Puerto Princesa Subterranean River
was also listed in 2007 in the ‘New 7 Wonders
of Nature’.
Date of inscription – 1999.

Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park
Positioned in the centre of the Sulu Sea,
this national park includes the Tubbataha
and Jessie Beazley Reefs. It protects an area
of almost 100,000 hectares of quality marine
habitats containing three atolls and a large
area of deep sea.
The property is home to a great diversity
of marine life; whales, dolphins, sharks,

turtles and Napoleon wrasse are among the
key species found here. The reef eco-systems
support more than 350 species of coral and
almost 500 species of fish.
The reserve also protects one of the few
remaining colonies of breeding seabirds in
the region.
Date of inscription – 1993.

Mount Hamiguitan Range
Wildlife Sanctuary
Forming a mountain ridge running northsouth along the Pujada Peninsula in the
south-eastern part of the Eastern Mindanao
Biodiversity Corridor, the Sanctuary provides
critical habitat for a range of plant and
animal species.
The property showcases terrestrial and
aquatic habitats at different elevations and
includes threatened and endemic flora and
fauna species, eight of which are found only
at Mount Hamiguitan.
These include critically endangered trees,
plants and the iconic Philippine eagle and
Philippine cockatoo.
■ tourismphilippines.com.au
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Joining a noble cause
WORLD EXPEDITIONS has joined the
Coalition for Ethical Wildlife Tourism to play
its part in ending the suffering of animals for
the entertainment of tourists.
The move is the newest in the company’s
ongoing drive to deliver ethical wildlife
experiences across its product range,
following the 2014 removal of elephant
rides from its program and the 2015 release
of its industry-leading Animal Welfare Code
of Conduct.

The Coalition’s main objectives are to
demonstrate a strong demand and support for
venues considering becoming elephant
friendly (observation only) and for those that
already are.
Secondly, it wants to drive industry
standards and government policies and
legislation that better protect the welfare of
animals and preservation of wildlife through
tourism.
According to Donna Lawrence,

GET THE WASH-UP ON
NEW SOAP INITIATIVE
OAKS HOTELS & Resorts has been named as an ‘Australasian
Hotel Champion’ for not-for-profit organisation Soap Aid.
The partnership will see Oaks roll out the ‘Hotel to Hands’
initiative across its entire network, with the goal of collecting
and redistributing 26 tons of hotel waste soap per year.
The ultimate aim is to supply more than 10,000
disadvantaged children with soap for 12 months, saving lives
through improved hygiene.
With more than 7,000 rooms in its fold, the brand is
confident it can reach this goal and help to reduce the
number of deaths linked to a lack of sanitation, while also
minimising landfall by recycling and redistributing its used
soap, as well as via a financial contribution.
“We have an incredible opportunity to make a real
difference in communities all over the world who are facing
major hygiene challenges,” said Mr Craig Hooley, Chief
Operating Officer Minor Hotels – Australia and New Zealand.
“With an overall Soap Aid target of collecting 430 tonnes
of soap and delivering 4.3 million bars of new soap to 200,000
children each year, we encourage our employees, guests and
other hoteliers to get behind this truly important cause.”
■ oakshotels.com/en
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Responsible Travel Manager for World
Expeditions, the travel industry has the
potential to influence demand for wildlife
entertainment by removing support of
venues which treat their animals cruelly and
supporting those venues that meet animal
welfare standards.
”We believe we can be most effective
when we partner with organisations which
have the expertise to advise us on industry
best practice,” Ms Lawrence said.
“Our animal welfare policy was developed
in conjunction with World Animal Protection
and our acceptance into the Coalition for
Ethical Wildlife Tourism is a result of our
collaboration with them.
“More than 500,000 wild animals worldwide,
including elephants, sloths, tigers and
dolphins, are suffering for tourist
entertainment, with unwitting tourists visiting
facilities which keep these animals in captivity.”
As well as World Animal Protection, World
Expeditions collaborates with other expert
organisations to develop its industry leading
responsible travel practices and policies.
Partner organisations include ReThink
Orphanages, 10 Pieces, South Pole, Leave No
Trace and the International Institute of Peace
through Tourism.
The sustainable travel practices used by
World Expeditions are explained in its
Thoughtful Traveller Guidebook, which is
available to download for free from the
company website.
■ worldexpeditions.com

MEDICAL TRAVEL

HOW TO
HAVE A
HEALTHY
HOLIDAY

Falling ill while abroad is every
traveller’s worst nightmare. We
asked the experts at the BIMC
Hospital Nusa Dua in Bali for
some advice on what you can
do to keep healthy while visiting
Indonesia.
BALI IS a relatively safe place from a sanitary
point of view: malaria is not present in the
region and the health facilities are quite good.
You are at risk of getting sick when you
travel to a new environment, but don’t
let this prevent you from having a great
holiday. Instead, be more cautious and find
the best way to take preventative measures
to ensure you don’t end up ill while abroad.
For those who already have certain
medical problems and are taking regular

medication, it is highly recommended to
keep your medication list on hand when
travelling.
Consult a travel medicine clinic or your
general practitioner as soon as possible after
planning a trip to any destination where a
significant health risk may be foreseen.
It is best to travel with enough
medication for the duration of your trip and
it is helpful if you can confirm the availability
of your medicines in Bali. Some medication

may not be available.
Find out any particular hazards to your
personal safety and security presented
by the destination and take appropriate
precautions.
If you have misplaced or lost any of your
regular medication, it is reassuring to know
that most medicines and vaccinations are
available at BIMC Hospital Nusa Dua for
adults and children.
■ bimcbali.com

OVERALL RISK OF EXPOSURE
TO INFECTIOUS AGENTS
HIGH RISK

(1 in 10 travelers)
Diarrhea, URI, noninfectious illnesses
such as injuries and
cardiac problems

LOW RISK

(1 in 1,000)
Amebiasis, ascariasis,
measles, mumps,
enterobiasis, scabies,
TB, typhoid, hepatitis B

MODERATE RISK

(1 in 200) Dengue,
enteroviral infection,
gastroenteritis, giardiasis,
hepatitis A, malaria,
salmonella, STD, shigella

VERY LOW RISK

(1 in 1,000)
HIV, anthrax, Chagas,
hemorrhagic fevers,
pertussis, plague,
typhus, hookworm

Some pre-holiday precautions should be taken (including
vaccinations) and we recommend travellers know the
following health facts:

• More than eight million international visitors travel to Bali every
year, with more than a million of these coming from Australia

• 64 per cent report one or more illnesses during travel
• 26 per cent are ill upon return and 56 per cent develop symptoms
after arrival back in their home country

• One in 10 visitors seek medical care after travel.
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ROMANTIC HOLIDAYS: Advertorial

Love is in the air
WHY NOT combine your next romantic
holiday with the thrill of a bucket list
adventure?
Get up close and personal with a whale
shark, humpback whale or the gentle
turtles of the Ningaloo Reef. This is a marine
experience you’ll never forget.
Relaxing, or waking up to sunrise over
the water and a long sandy bay are just
the beginnings of romance at this tranquil
location, Coral Coast’s premier resort,
Mantarays Ningaloo Beach Resort, Exmouth.
Couples can take advantage of the
Romantic Escape Special and enjoy three
nights in a one-bedroom beachfront
bungalow with daily breakfast for two
served in Mantaray’s restaurant.
Also, a gourmet antipasto and cheese
platter in room on arrival with a bottle of
sparkling wine.
Continue the taste of romance at Gold
Plate Award-winning Mantaray’s restaurant
and bar, Exmouth’s top dining destination
with a mouthwatering menu of fresh local
seafood and seasonal produce.
Begin the night with an exotic cocktail
under the stars by the lily pond. Depending
on the season you may see the stunning
staircase to the moon.
Why not plan a very special poolside
dinner, dressed to suit the occasion by Jess
from Salt and Sand Event Hire (0409 986 621).
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As well as wining and dining, guests can
also enjoy the resort’s swimming pools and
gymnasium, the seclusion of their private
balcony or a quiet walk along the beach.
The four-and-a-half star Mantarays
Ningaloo is set in the Marina Village just
metres from the stunning Sunrise Beach.
Bask in the colours and warmth of sunset
with an early evening sail onboard a modern
catamaran. Cruise Ningaloo offers a sunset
tour for $109 per person, $218 per couple, or
$650 for exclusive use. cruiseningaloo.com.au
Plan a self-drive visit for sunset at the
lighthouse to complete a perfect day with
evening delicacies provided by Mantarays
Ningaloo and a quick stop at the Potshot
bottle shop for guests to buy the alcohol of
their choice (complimentary ice and esky are
provided).

Picture courtesy
Tourism Australia

The Ningaloo Reef is a marine paradise
where you can snorkel from the beach yearround, dive alongside manta rays, swim with
whale sharks (late March to early August), the
humpback whales (August to October) and
in summer watch turtles as they nest on the
shore.
Mantarays Ningaloo Beach Resort’s firstclass facilities and enviable location makes
it a convenient, casual and stylish base for
visiting both World Heritage-listed sites, the
Ningaloo Reef as well as the Cape Range
National Park.
The rugged limestone ranges and
breathtaking canyons of Cape Range are
popular for the wildlife lovers and adventureseekers particularly in the early morning and
soft colours of evening.
■ mantaraysningalooresort.com.au

ROMANTIC HOLIDAYS

PERFECT
GETAWAY
FOR TWO

HOTEL INDIGO Bali’s ‘Seminyak for Two’
package is ideal for couples looking for a
revitalising getaway.
The property is set in a prime location
overlooking landscaped grounds and Mesari
Beach on the southern stretch of Seminyak.
Available for a minimum two-night stay,
the package offers the following:

Daily breakfast for two at Makase
The hotel’s neighbourhood café is
contemporary yet casual, with an open
kitchen serving local dishes for breakfast and
dinner.

A 30 per cent discount off select
treatments at Sava Spa
Treatments have been carefully curated by a
team of experts from HARNN, the premium
spa brand.
Treatments are inspired by the traditional
practices and wisdom of Asia’s wellness
heritage and are derived from Balinese,
Siamese and Oriental cultures.

A complimentary afternoon tea
for two at Pottery Cafe
The café is open all day with a finely curated
selection of local specialty coffees, teas and
chocolate, alongside freshly made pastries,
charcuterie, artisan breads, pies and fruits.
The wide selection of coffee, tea and
chocolate is 100 per cent cultivated in the
Indonesian archipelago. You can also shop
for ceramics on display which are produced
by a local partner from Bali, Kevala Pottery.
■ seminyak.hotelindigo.com
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Pop your message in
a beach-side bottle
TOP TRENDY SPOTS
FOR LOVED-UP
AUSSIES REVEALED
THE MOST popular and top trending international
and domestic destinations for Aussies during
wedding season have been revealed.
According to leading travel search engine, KAYAK.
com.au, Bali is the top international destination for
honeymooning Aussies with an 80 per cent year-onyear surge in search volume.
Then comes Tokyo (+169 per cent), New Delhi
(+97 per cent), London (+92 per cent) and Los
Angeles (+18 per cent).
Despite being well off the beaten track, Kathmandu
made a surprise appearance in sixth place with a +348
per cent year-on-year search volume increase.
Tokyo was crowned the top trending international
destination with a year-on-year increase of 169 per
cent. The Japanese capital was followed by Bangkok,
Phuket, New Delhi and London.
The top five domestic destinations for Aussies
tying the knot were Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane,
the Gold Coast and Perth.
■ kayak.com.au
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IMAGINE PROPOSING on a tiny island
surrounded by a circle of white sandy
beach in the middle of the remote
Mamanuca Islands in Fiji.
This romantic scenario can become
reality with the ‘Tivua Island Proposal
Package’ from Captain Cook Cruises Fiji.
The adventure begins onboard the
tall ship Ra Marama or the luxurious
sleek sailing catamaran Fiji One, on
a 90-minute cruise to the tranquil
island of Tivua. Guests will enjoy Fijian
entertainment and morning tea along
the way.
On arrival, experience a traditional
welcoming Kava ceremony before
being whisked away to a deserted part
of the beach.
Here your loved one will discover a
‘message in a bottle’ lying at the water’s
edge and containing a personalised
proposal message, or “Will you marry
me?” written in shells or flowers in the
sand.
Celebrate your engagement over
a tropical buffet lunch and a bottle of
sparkling wine in a private romantic
bure on the beach. Spend the rest of
the day laying on a beanbag under
a beach hut, taking a leisurely swim,
feeding the fish or sleeping on a
hammock.
Active couples can go on a guided
herbal medicine nature walk, snorkel or
take a glass bottom boat over the reefs
and clam gardens escorted by a marine
biologist.
You can also kayak or paddleboard
around the island, or celebrate with a
treatment from Senikai Spa.

For divers, a first dive as an engaged
couple with five-star PADI Diving is a
must. Tivua has enough dive spots for
all levels, with coral gardens, bommies
and a new wreck, Raiyawa.
Then cruise back to Denarau and
enjoy a coconut demonstration, basket
weaving, afternoon tea and more music
and entertainment.
The ‘Tivua Island Proposal Package’
departs daily from Denarau Marina
at 10am and returns at 5pm. Adults
are priced at $435 per couple and this
includes:
• Transfers from most Nadi and
Denarau hotels and return cruise
transfers to Tivua Island

•
•
•

•

Morning and afternoon tea, access
to Special Events coordinator,
message in a bottle or shell
proposal
Tropical BBQ lunch, private lunch
bure, bottle of sparkling wine
Welcome Kava Ceremony and
Fijian entertainment, Captain’s Kids’
Club, guided snorkelling and glass
bottom boat tour with a marine
biologist
Use of kayaks, paddleboards and
snorkelling gear, guided herbal
medicine nature walk, coconut
husking and weaving, beach volley
ball and seasonal bird and turtle
nesting.

Return Coral Coast transfers, drinks
onboard, Padi diving, Senikai Spa
treatments and the sole use of Tivua
Island are available for additional costs.
■ captaincookcruisesfiji.com

ROMANTIC HOLIDAYS

Planner makes you a decent proposal
WANT TO pop the question in five-star
style? The Sheraton Grand Danang Resort in
Vietnam has a Proposal Planner to help you
do just that.
The resort on Non Nuoc beach in the East
Vietnam Sea offers the ideal location for
weddings and proposals. Trang Ha (Tiffany)
works with clients to design the perfect
setting to get engaged.
“Our new Proposal Planner will help make
getting to ‘Yes’ a little easier and less nervewrecking,” said Frank Bochmann, General
Manager.
“Tiffany helps our guests plan the perfect
marriage proposal – from the ideal romantic
setting to the flowers and champagne.”
Sheraton Grand Danang Resort is an
expansive retreat offering 258 luxury guest

rooms and suites, each with a view of the ocean.
It has the city’s longest outdoor swimming
pool as well as six signature restaurants
and bars featuring a variety of local and
international cuisines. The resort is just 20
minutes from Danang International Airport.
Romantic ideas for the perfect proposal
include:

Light the Night: A moonlit stroll on the
romantic pool bridge which will be lined
with roses, followed by a surprise private
dinner set by the infinity pool.

Romantic Picnic: A private car brings
you and your partner to Ba Na Hills where a
cable car filled with pillows and rose petal
awaits you. Post-proposal enjoy chilled cider
and chocolate-covered strawberries.

Romantic Room Makeover: Transform
your guest room into a proposal paradise,
complete with candles, rose petals,
champagne and musicians.

Intimate Dinner for Two: A private
dinner at a poolside cabana or on the beach.

Couples Massage: A massage for two
at Shine Spa followed by an in-suite chef
experience.
Sky High Proposal: A creative proposal
on the resort’s helipad, with flowers, candles
and champagne, followed by dinner
specially created by the Sheraton’s chefs.
All proposal experiences must be booked
in advance.
■ sheratongranddanang.com

Your Bali Experience
A beachfront family resort with the warm-hearted
authentic Indonesian hospitality
Jalan Cemara. Sanur 80228. Bali - Indonesia
P. +62 361 288011 | E. hsb.sales@aerowisatahotels.com

www.pramasanurbeachresort.com

pramasanurbeach

Prama Sanur Beach Bali
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The romantic side of Wakatobi
WAKATOBI RESORT is widely recognised
as one of the world’s premier diving and
snorkeling destinations. But this luxuriously
civilized tropical outpost isn’t just for avid
underwater explorers.
Couples seeking an intimate and
romantic getaway that combines indulgent
personal service, first-class amenities and
unrivaled natural beauty are also drawn to
this quiet and scenic corner of Indonesia.
The resort’s setting couldn’t be more
idyllic. Guests arrive from Bali via direct
charter flights to Wakatobi’s own airstrip
and are transferred with a quick boat ride
to a small island.
There, a collection of traditional Indonesianstyle bungalows and waterfront villas are
nestled into a coconut palm grove overlooking
a white sand beach and one of the most
pristine coral reefs in the Indian Ocean.
The resort sits within a private marine
preserve that teems with a colourful
menagerie of marine life.
Each private guest residence is finished
with rich natural wood interiors that create
a warm ambiance.
Barefoot-friendly sand pathways lead
through a garden-like setting to the water
and to the resort’s oceanfront dining room
and full-service spa.
Adding to the intimate atmosphere are
personal amenities such as Asian-style
outdoor showers, private verandas and
waterfront decks with plunge pools.
Impeccable service and gourmet dining
are hallmarks of Wakatobi Resort and
couples can experience these indulgences
in a number of ways.
Days can begin with private breakfasts
served on a veranda or waterfront deck.
For pure relaxation, couples massages can
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be enjoyed on the beach or in the privacy of a
bungalow or villa.
Special memories are made with private
candlelit dinners on the beach and evening
socials at the Jetty Bar, which perches at the
far end of the resort jetty, overlooking azure
water and the setting sun.
Couples enjoying Wakatobi’s signature
snorkeling or diving activities can begin their
explorations right from the beach, or board
one of the resort’s custom-built boats for a
cruise to one of the more than 40 world-class
sites within the preserve.
For the ultimate shared experience, private
guide services and private boat charters are
also offered.
Guests staying ashore can mix beach time
with nature walks and other water sports. On
request, resort chefs will assemble a picnic
lunch, which couples can enjoy on a remote
section of the beach. Other shared experiences
can include cultural activities such as Indonesian

cooking classes, island and village tours.
Special attentions aren’t confined to
resort stays as Wakatobi also operates
the luxury yacht Pelagian, which makes
weeklong cruises through the Tukang Besi
islands.
Guests can also extend their romantic
holiday with layovers in Bali before or after
their time at Wakatobi. The resort’s Balibased concierge team can arrange details of
a layover, from making hotel and restaurant
reservations to scheduling tours and
shopping excursions.
Wakatobi’s international team of
representatives is available to assist in
customised holiday planning. The resort
also offers a number of incentives such as
extended stay, early pay and loyalty benefits.
■ To learn more, contact: Linda Cash,
Guest Experience Consultant
Email: linda@wakatobi.com
wakatobi.com
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DOMESTIC TRAVEL

Aussie boom in backyard holidays
AUSTRALIAN’S ARE becoming savvier with
how they spend their money and turning
to domestic travel as the solution for an
opportunity to still get away.
With the Australian dollar weakening,
many of us are altering our travel habits,
knowing there’s currently great value for
travelling in our own backyard.
A survey by industry group Tourism &
Transport Forum found five per cent of
travellers had already switched from an
international to a domestic destination because
of the currency’s fall and 15 per cent expected
to travel more domestically in the future.
Figures from Tourism Research Australia
also show domestic overnight tourism
has increased seven per cent with spend
increasing by 10 per cent to $70.3billion
and total nights away up six per cent
($368.2million).
Furthermore, it’s not just Australians
making the most of the weaker dollar –
international tourism into this country is
expected to rise further in 2019 after a six per
cent increase last year.
“In 2019 we expect to see a lot of
Australian’s finally taking the time to book the
trip they’ve always wanted to go on but have
been putting off until later,” said Hans Belle,
Managing Director, AAT Kings and Inspiring
Journeys.
“Australian’s will take advantage of
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the bucket list destinations in our own
backyard, discovering the magic of Uluru,
hiking to the top of Kings Canyon, taking
a river cruise through Katherine Gorge
or exploring the wonders of the Bungle
Bungles.”
AAT Kings is currently offering a sale on
tours to explore the best of Australia and
New Zealand. Guests can save up to $1,300
per couple until March 15 for selected
itineraries and selected departures before
December 31.
Trafalgar has also introduced a new
Australasian program for 2019 that now
offers trips to all seven continents.

Cairns
Above: King’s Canyon

“Australia has so much incredible diversity
and beauty from rich history, some of the
best beaches, extraordinary wildlife and a
fantastic food and wine scene in our own
backyard,” said Matthew Cameron-Smith,
Managing Director of Trafalgar.
Highlights include the company’s sevenday ‘Great Ocean Road and Kangaroo Island’
itinerary, which includes the Twelve Apostles
coastline and some of Australia’s unique
wildlife. Gourmands will also love the food
and wine scene of the Adelaide Hills, the
celebrated Barossa and Coonawarra wine
regions.
■ aatkings.com; trafalgar.com
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Do the NT
with Britz!
WE CAN’T deny it, Australia is a huge
country! With thousands of kilometres of
roads to be driven, the question is where to
explore next?
The Northern Territory is an iconic Aussie
destination, offering so much more than you
would expect with plenty to pack into your
road trip.
Close your eyes and imagine incredible
sunsets, unique animals, the stunning
Australian Outback, mysterious Uluru and
famous Kakadu National Park.
The best way to “DO THE NT” is in the
comfort of your own home on wheels in a
Britz camper.
With branches in Darwin and Alice
Springs, a quick flight into these major cities
will allow you to collect your Britz 2WD or
4WD for an unforgettable holiday.
First time in NT? Start your adventure
in Darwin, a melting pot of cultures. Take
the scenic route – drive to Katherine via
Kakadu National Park along Nature’s Way. The
550-kilometre drive can be done as a one-way
trip or a longer loop back to the state capital.
Longing for something different? Start in

the heart of Australia – the Red Centre is an
adventurous road trip in the Northern Territory
that showcases Australia’s dramatic landscape.
Begin in Alice Springs and travel South
through the magical surrounds of Uluru – aka
Ayers Rock, Kata Tjuta and Kings Canyon. Or
head West through the West MacDonnell
ranges.
You’ll need at least five days to explore the
heart of Australia and then you’ll wish you had
more time.
The next step in planning your trip is
choosing the right vehicle.
There’s a range of 2WDs available
that include fridges, comfy beds and airconditioning (if you stay on a powered site).
Britz also has a unique range of 4WDs campers
that are under six months old – boasting the

‘youngest fleet’ in the 4WD category.
These 4WD campers come with quality
camping chairs and table, tents built for the
Australian outdoors, fridges and storage for
your gear. All great choices whether you’re
travelling with mates, family or solo.
The 4WDs are either Toyota’s or
Mercedes and are perfect after an
adventure-packed day exploring the
outback.
The crew at Britz loves a good 2WD
or 4WD adventure and love helping you
experience this incredible way of seeing
Australia. They will help select the right
vehicle for you.
Explore our range of 4WD and 2WD
campers and get in touch with your
preferred travel agent or britz.com.au

Head to the Northern
Territory for an amazing
camper holiday
Whether you’re a family looking for
variety, a young couple looking for
adventure or an older couple looking
to travel at your own pace, the Northern
Territory will give you lasting memories
you won’t find anywhere else.
Not only is it amazingly vibrant, but
also incredibly diverse with experiences
to suit every age and budget.
Britz has a range of 2WD and 4WD
campers giving you freedom to
explore the magical top end.
Britz branches are in Darwin and
Alice Springs.
Contact us or your travel agent for
our DO THE NT specials on
1800 331 454 or britz.com.au

als

Campervan. 4WD. Car Rent

#GoByCamper

BRI0725_Update Britz Travel Talk_4WD_185x130mm.indd 1
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ON SAFARI

AFRICA.

WHERE
EXPERIENCE
COUNTS
The vast African Continent
continues to be a top
destination for many Aussie
travellers. Here, Richard Ruskin,
Managing Director of African
Travel Specialists, reveals some
of his favourite off the beaten
track experiences.
Q: What travel trends are you currently
seeing into Africa?
A: More upmarket travel, a lot more multigenerational travel and we’re also seeing a
big increase in experiential travel.
We’re finding that more people are
coming to us because there’s a huge
amount of confusion with all these “deals”
from online companies. Once consumers
understand that what they’re actually
getting is different to what is being
advertised, they come to us for expert
guidance.

Q: If people don’t travel with you,
they’re not getting the best possible
experience?
A: We are true specialists. I would rate our
knowledge bank better than any other
operator, simply because every single one
of my staff only deals with Africa and they
all have enormous onground experience.
Probably the greatest asset the company has
got is the team.

Q: What is your point of difference?
A: Attention to detail, over delivering on
expectations and understanding what the
guest wants to see. It’s not about lodges, it
is about experiences. We’re an Australianowned company with more than 50 years in
the industry.

Q: So as the African specialist, what off
the beaten track experiences can you
recommend?
A: Southern Tanzania and places like the
Selous Game Reserve, Ruaha National Park,
Katavi National Park and chimp trekking in
the Mahale Mountains. I’ve guided through
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Richard Ruskin, Managin
g Director
of African Travel Specia
lists

these places manytimes and they are all
amazing areas.
I take walking safaris in some of the bush
camps in the South Luangwa NP in Zambia
and we offer even more remoteexperiences,
like walking with the Masai in Loita Hills in
Kenya. We also offer great travel experiences
to places like Ethiopia and Ghana.

Q: You mentioned experiential travel
earlier. This seems to be the trend in
travel right now.
A: We support four villages in Africa and
I’m also a director of Women for Women in
Africa, which is a charity taking kids out of
the largest slum in Africa, called Kibera in
Nairobi. So there are a lot of opportunities
for people to get immersed in experiential
travel and community involvement in Africa.
We are involved with a variety of
initiatives saving and protecting wildlife
including Rhinos Without Borders and Cause
An Uproar. There are a lot of projects we are
involved with and it continues to be among

our top priorities to put back into the places
we visit, as it has been for more than 20
years.

Q: Can you give us the scoop on
anything new coming up?
A: I spend a lot of time visiting new areas
and developments. We are starting to see
Africa almost dividing into two, it’s either
ultra-luxury or more traditional. Lodges are
going back to where they were 10 years ago
when they were a lot less expensive and
there’s a growing demand for that.
The future will be visitors getting involved
in communities and we are also seeing a big
growth in walking, cycling and horse-back
riding safaris, as well as multi-generational
travel.
The feedback we get from grandparents is
that they want their grandkids to get out there
and actually see the real world and what real
life is about – and Africa is the perfect place for
that. It’s life-changing for them.
■ africantravel.com.au

© Richard Ruskin

How to see the best of Africa….
Let’s be honest first thoughts of organising
travel to Africa can be scary and a little
overwhelming. Such a huge continent, so
many questions but where are you going
to find the time to wade through a huge
amount of conflicting information when
your client is ready to book… RIGHT NOW?!
And how are you going to find answers to
the questions you haven’t even thought of?
Africa is typically a hard destination that
African Travel Specialists makes easy. The
best way to see Africa is on a tailor-made
and personalised itinerary crafted by the
very best in the industry, where attention
to detail is a given, luxury experiences really
are luxury experiences and value for money
is a top priority.
Here’s how to see the best of Africa….

Choose experience

Choose Australian owned

Competition is tough in the marketplace
and when you have been in business as
long as the African Travel Specialists have,
reputation is everything. Over 50 years in
business and boasting a team of specialist
consultants who each have at least 10 years
experience in selling, travelling and/or
working in Africa, some up to 35 years!

This is an Australian-owned family business,
operated by Richard Ruskin. With a team of
experienced consultants all over Australia,
their personalised approach makes all the
difference. Relax knowing that you are in
the hands of knowledgeable specialists who
care about delivering the very best travel
experiences.

Choose customised itineraries

Choose the best of the best

Don’t leave a once-in-a-lifetime trip to chance
or “too good to be true” deals online. Get
expert advice and recommendations from
specialist consultants. Find out when to go,
where to stay and get insider tips and tricks.
This specialist team are passionate about
crafting unique and exciting itineraries that
will inspire, delight and ensure your clients
keep coming back for more. African Travel
Specialists have the skills, expertise and
knowledge to book all 54 countries on the
African continent!

One of the most important factors on a
safari is the guide and vehicle selected. At
African Travel Specialists, local driver/ guides
across East Africa work for the company
and are personally trained by the MD. The
African Travel Specialists safari vehicles are
custom designed offering great leg room
and clever luggage stacking… and, they
never get bogged!!

www.africantravel.com.au

Craft an African experience with the African Travel Specialists and you will soon see
why they are part of one of the longest established and reputable travel wholesalers
in Australia.

For more information:
May Battista
(VIC & TAS)
m: 0411 833 330

Sandra Cahill
(NSW & ACT)
m: 0499 344 919

Debra Kruk
(QLD)
m: 0412 409 614

Sue Harms
(WA & SA)
m: 0414 424 695

PACIFIC ISLANDS: New Caledonia

Six of the best
Here are some great reasons to
put New Caledonia at the top
of your must-visit list for 2019.

A feast of festivals
WITH AN events calendar packed with
colourful cultural festivals and quirky
celebrations, there’s never a dull moment
in New Caledonia. Here’s a look at some of
the highlights coming up in 2019.
Sports enthusiasts can experience
the Transcaledonienne Trail event, join
in the New Caledonia Marathon, or
enjoy the South Pacific Open (PGA) golf
tournament.
Foodies will be in heaven with several
events celebrating the destination’s fresh
produce and flavours on offer. Throughout
the year, local villages across the country will
host a series of unique festivals dedicated to
the avocado, yam, lobster and vanilla.
New Caledonia’s distinct French influence
will also make for some extravagant
celebrations during 2019. The French
Cheese Festival, taking place in Noumea
and Bourail, will offer more than 130
varieties of artisan cheese for tasting, while
the national Bastille Day festivities will
feature a traditional military parade, music,
dancing and grand fireworks display.
Music aficionados won’t want to
miss the Blackwoodstock Rock and
Francofolies festivals – enjoy a melodic
smorgasbord of talented local and
international artists.

VARIETY IS THE SPICE OF LIFE

CULTURALLY RICH

New Caledonia offers outback plains on
the west coast, tropical mountains on the
east coast, beautiful beaches in the Loyalty
Islands, buzzing city life in the capital of
Noumea and deserts in the Great South. You
can have several different holidays in one.

New Cal is a melting pot of people –
French, Kanaks, Caledonians and more – so
offers a unique cultural experience.
Immerse yourself in a French language
music festival like Francofolies, visit the
Tjibaou Cultural Centre in Noumea for a look
back at the history of the Kanaks or head to
the west coast for a glimpse of cowboy life.
Yeehaw!

TASTE FOR ADVENTURE
Skydive over the UNESCO World Heritage
Listed lagoon or hike parts (or all!) of the
Great South’s GRNC 1 100kilometre track.
For the more leisurely traveller with a
penchant for wine and cheese, try a tour of
Noumea’s Port Moselle market followed by
lunch at a French restaurant.

ANY BUDGET WILL DO
Book a serviced apartment and enjoy
home-cooked meals made from the fresh
produce at Port Moselle markets. Or treat
yourself to a luxe resort like Le Meridien
Noumea and enjoy gourmet meals and spa
treatments. Whether on a beer or champagne
budget, New Cal won’t break the bank.

TICKLE THE TASTE BUDS
New Cal’s mix of cultures means you can
enjoy French cuisine one day, fresh caught
fish and other local produce the next, and a
traditional Kanak bougna the day after that.
You’d better arrive hungry…

IT’S SO CLOSE
New Caledonia is only a short flight from
Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane, meaning
you can enjoy breakfast in Australia and
dinner in a tropical paradise.
■ newcaledonia.travel

DIARY DATES
FRENCH CHEESE FESTIVAL: Held in two of New Caledonia’s finest hotels,
Le Meridien Noumea (June 12-23) and Sheraton New Caledonia Deva Resort and Spa.
(June 28-30)
BASTILLE DAY: July 14.
NEW CALEDONIA TRANSCAL TRAIL: July 6 & 7. A two-day endurance
running event which traverses New Caledonia’s south mountain chain.
NEW CALEDONIA INTERNATIONAL MARATHON: August 25.
SOUTH PACIFIC GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP: September.
FRANCOFOLIES: September.
BLACKWOODSTOCK FESTIVAL: September. The sixth Blackwoodstock Rock
Arts and Music Festival offers three days of open air concerts in Fort Téremba on the
west coast.
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PACIFIC ISLANDS: Papua New Guinea

GOING SOLO
WITH CORAL

Take the warrior trail
DO YOU enjoy visiting unspoiled parts of the
world, seeing volcanoes, flying around in a
helicopter and eating fine food?
If so, Latitude 33’s fully-hosted ‘Sepik
Warriors’ journey in Papua New Guinea
might be just what you’re looking for.
Beginning on November 10, this 13-night
journey includes a 10-night expedition
cruise onboard True North.
The journey begins with a two-night stay
at the Niramaya Villas & Spa in Port Douglas,
where you’ll meet your fellow travellers
during a welcome dinner at the resort.
Transfer to Cairns for your private
charter flight to Alotau in PNG, where you
will board True North – your luxuriously
appointed floating base for the next 10
nights.
The ship is purpose-built to access
wilderness areas where the bigger ships

cannot go. Multiple adventure boats
take guests away in small groups to
experience wilderness up close. To add
another dimension to your adventure, most
itineraries feature an onboard helicopter.
Daily activities can include snorkelling,
diving, fishing, hiking, picnics, natural
history, culture and scenic flights, giving
guests the chance to explore both above
and below the water.
The 13-night ‘Sepik Warriors’ journey
is priced from $21,663 per person and
includes return economy airfares to Cairns,
charter flights to and from PNG, transfers,
all accommodation, all meals onboard True
North plus beer, wine and soft drink with
lunch and dinner, as well as an extensive
range of daily activities. Helicopter flights
incur an additional cost.
■ latitude33.travel

Notchup P2018144 - Crédit photo : Getty Images, © GHNC

CORAL EXPEDITIONS are offering solo
travellers no single supplement on their
New Guinea circle voyages onboard new
ship, Coral Adventurer.
This special offer is available on two
2019 departures, the 22-night ‘Customs
and Craftsmen Circle’ and the 25-night
‘New Guinea Circle’.
The former will explore the remote
villages and historic towns of Papua New
Guinea, West Papua and the Maluku
Islands. The latter will take in the history
and colours of the Spice Islands and the
snorkel and dive coral gardens at Raja
Ampat.
Coral Adventurer’s sophisticated
expedition capabilities will allow guests
to get up close to the region’s natural
habitats and hidden communities in
comfort and safety.
■ coralexpeditions.com

#NewCalPulse

newcaledonia.travel
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RIVER CRUISING

FULL STEAM
AHEAD ON
THE MURRAY

St Petersburg

No penalty in going solo
RIVER cruises are notorious for being
costly for solo travellers, with a single
supplement typically costing between 50
to 100 per cent of the twin share cabin
rate.
Beyond Travel offer a range of high
quality ships in Russia that have dedicated
single cabins, available with no single
supplements through its dedicated brand,
Cruise Russia.
These dedicated single cabins
are available with no additional
supplement payable for sole use of the
accommodation. There are several ships
cruising Moscow to St Petersburg or vice
versa in 2019 that offer these solo cabins.
One of the most popular itineraries is
the 11-day ‘Volga Classic’ cruise onboard
the MS Sergey Rachmaninov, which
journeys from Moscow to St Petersburg.
The dedicated single boat deck cabin is
priced at $3,020 for sailings in May, June,
July and August. Availability is limited so
travellers need to book quickly.
Single cabins are also available on
the MS Konstantin Fedin, the MS Nikolay
Chernishevsky and the MS Nizhny

Novgorod, on the 12-day Moscow to St
Petersburg ‘Russian Classic Cruise’.
Prices for solo travellers in a single
cabin start from $3,260 with departures
from May through to late September.
In addition to value, with tours, meals
and sightseeing included, a river cruise
in Russia offers solo guests a safe and
secure option to experience the country’s
rich culture and heritage alongside
like-minded travellers in a relaxed and
convivial atmosphere.
■ cruise-russia.com.au
Sergey Rakmaninov

IN BRIEF
■ EUROPEAN WATERWAYS is investing more than $700,000 toward a fleet-wide
upgrade program.
The revamp will see cabin redesigns, upgraded onboard amenities and modernised
bathrooms on numerous vessels to provide a more comfortable and immersive
experience.
Cabins on L’Impressionniste in Southern Burgundy have been redesigned and
restructured to create a more comfortable environment in which to relax after the
day’s cultural excursions and wine tastings.
Aboard Enchanté, the largest hotel barge on the Canal du Midi, guests can enjoy a
new built-in saloon bar for a cocktail or two before the evening’s fine dining commences.
■ europeanwaterways.com
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CAPTAIN COOK Cruises has released the
2019 departure dates for their seven-night
‘Upper Murraylands Cruise’ onboard PS
Murray Princess.
Departing once a month, the cruise
explores the northern area of the Murray
River from Mannum to Morgan, before
returning to Mannum.
Departures include March 15, May 10,
June 7, August 16, September 13, October
11, November 15 and December 20. The
2020 departures include February 14 and
March 15.
The December 20 departure this year
falls over Christmas and will feature
festivities following in the footsteps and
success of last year’s Xmas cruise.
The Upper Murraylands cruise visits the
historic towns of Waikerie, Morgan and
Swan Reach where guests can enjoy a
guided walk of the townships.
At Morgan, a visit to the Living History
Museum is a must, while at Swan Reach
learn about the history of education and
social history of the area from 1917 at the
Swan Reach Museum.
Wine lovers can indulge with a lunch
and tastings at Banrock Station Wine and
Wetland Centre, while at Caudo Winery
visit the cellar door and tour the gardens
and orchards.
Early booking saver fares start from
$1,902 per person twin share and include
accommodation, all meals, guided nature
walks, eco-excursions and onboard
presentations.
■ murrayprincess.com.au

RIVER CRUISING

RELEASE YOUR
INNER EXPLORER
VIKING HAS unveiled its 2020 river cruise
brochure, featuring itineraries that cover
central Europe, Asia, Egypt, France, Portugal,
Russia and Ukraine.
The new brochure showcases a number
of enhanced itineraries, including ‘Kiev, Black
Sea & Bucharest’, a 12-day river cruise that
will replace Viking’s current 11-day ‘Kiev to
the Black Sea’ itinerary.
Guests will now get to experience
Bucharest, Romania’s elegant capital, as well
as all the highlights of Ukraine, from Kiev to
Odessa. A three-night, pre-cruise extension
package in Istanbul is now also available as

part of the new ‘Kiev, Black Sea & Bucharest’
itinerary, which is priced from $5,795 per
person.
Viking has also announced it will now
offer free air travel to guests who book 2020
river cruises of 12 days duration or longer on
selected itineraries.
Cruises featured in this deal include the
12-day ‘Paris to the Swiss Alps’, 15-day ‘Grand
European Tour’, 13-day ‘Waterways of the
Tzars’ and 14-day ‘Imperial Jewels of China’.
Guests can also make savings during the
company’s Explorer Sale, which runs until
March 31.

Due to demand, a number of new 2020
departure dates have been released for
Viking’s 12-day ‘Pharaohs & Pyramids’ river
cruise in Egypt, sailing onboard both Viking
Ra and MS Antares. It is currently priced from
$7,695 per person.
Two new departures have also been
released for the previously sold out 15-day
‘Rhine & Viking Shores & Fjords’ ocean and
river cruise combo. Priced from $9,990 per
person, both tours will depart on September
1, 2020 – one from Bergen to Basel and the
other from Basel to Bergen.
“Not only have we released our brand
new brochure and updated itineraries, but
we currently have some amazing river cruise
deals on offer as part of our Explorer Sale,”
said Michelle Black, Managing Director of
Viking Cruises Australia and New Zealand.
■ vikingcruises.com.au

New trio set for European waters
TRAVELMARVEL HAS announced the order
of three new European river ships.
Sailing from Amsterdam to Budapest and
vice versa on the company’s ‘European Gems’
itinerary, the first of the Contemporary Class
vessels will set sail on her maiden voyage in
April 2020, followed by her two sister ships
in April 2021.
“Every aspect of the new ships are
designed with the Travelmarvel guest in
mind; we have included more social spaces,
modern fittings and state-of-the-art design
to ensure the ships suit our guests’ desires,”
said David Cox, CEO of Travelmarvel.
The new ships feature a two-and-a-half
deck design, allowing maximum access to
the ship’s sun deck throughout the cruise.
Guests will be able to enjoy a drink at the
rooftop bar, find a shady spot to unwind
at the terrace garden, or go for a dip in the
heated whirlpool.

Both the main restaurant and Vista
Lounge feature floor-to-ceiling panoramic
windows. The lounge’s bi-folding windows
open out to the front verandah, allowing for
uninterrupted airflow and outdoor access.
The new 91-cabin ships will also feature

a more casual dining and social area,
McGeary’s Bar. Here, guests will be able to
enjoy hearty pub-style meals and soak up
the relaxed atmosphere as they catch up
with friends.
■ travelmarvel.com.au
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RIVER CRUISING

HOLIDAY
WITH HOLI
SAVINGS OF more than $1,000 are being
offered on a tour of India that promises the
Taj Mahal, tigers, elephants and a boutique
river cruise.
The 16-night holiday is with Australia’s
Cruise Traveller in partnership with Indian
river cruise company, Adventure Resorts and
Cruises (ARC).
The itinerary combines independent
touring of Delhi, Ranthambore Game Park,
Agra and Jaipur with a seven-night river
cruise aboard the MV Mahabaahu (right) in
the shadow of the Himalayas.
Aiming to showcase India’s diverse natural
and cultural beauty, the ‘Colour Me India’
package departs from five Australian cities
on March 6, 2020, allowing Australians to
experience the exotic Holi festival.
Holi is India’s festival of colours,
celebrating the triumph of good over evil
with dances, bonfires and games using rich
pigments.
During the festival, travellers will stay
at the historic ‘pink city’ of Jaipur, known

for its rose-hued sandstone architecture,
as brightly-coloured powders and water
balloons are thrown in the air, traditional
Indian songs are sung and special Holi
sweets are baked.
The land and river cruise package is
priced from $8,885 per person twin share,
which includes a saving of $536 per person if
booked by June 30, 2019.
■ cruisetraveller.com.au/india

TIME TO EAT PRAY
LOVE CHRISTEN
ACCLAIMED AUTHOR Elizabeth Gilbert has been revealed as the Godmother of the
latest ship to join the Avalon Waterways fleet.
Ms Gilbert, who wrote the award-winning best-seller Eat Pray Love, will christen the
Avalon Envision on the Danube.
“As somebody who is almost pathologically obsessed with travel and adventure,
what could be more fun than being named the godmother of a beautiful riverboat?”
said Gilbert.
“I’m honoured and delighted to be part of this lovely endeavour.”
Ms Gilbert will christen the Avalon Envision in an international ceremony that will
take place on April 7 in Budapest.
After the christening ceremony, the 135-metre, 166-passenger vessel will join an allSuite Ship fleet to sail the Danube throughout 2019.
“For the first time, our entire fleet in Europe and Southeast Asia is comprised
completely of Suite Ships,” said GaiTyrrell, Managing Director, Avalon Waterways
Australasia.
“With the addition of the Avalon Envision, there’s only one point-of-view on an
Avalon Waterways cruise – the suite view – each featuring our signature Panorama
Suites with the industry’s only open-air balcony and an inviting bed facing the everchanging scenery on two full decks of every ship.”
■ avalonwaterways.com.au
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Elizabeth Gilbert. Photo courtesy
Timothy Greenfield-Sanders

New Orleans to Memphis
American Queen

2020 VOYAGES

8 Night Journey - Departing 28 June 2020

~ NOW ON SALE ~

Fares from US$1,835* per person, twin share
INCLUSIONS
1 Night Pre-Cruise Hotel Stay
7 Night Cruise on American Queen
Hop-On Hop-Off Excursions
Lectures by Riverlorian Expert
Selected Beer & Wine with Dinner
Broadway Style Entertainment
Regionally Inspired Cuisine

Celebrate 4th of July onboard

SAVE
US

up to

$900*

per person

To Book: Contact your travel agent

Call : 02 9959 1355

Web: www.aqsc.com

*CONDITIONS: Fares are in USD, per person, twin share. Fares advertised on this page includes all discounts, port taxes & gratuities (correct as of 21 Feb 2019). Early Bird Discount is only valid on select sailings and cabin categories subject to availability at the time of booking.
Offer expires on 31 July 2019 or when no cabins remain. Valid for new bookings only. American Queen Steamboat Company reserves the right to change, correct errors, withdrawn from sale any or all fares, itineraries, excursions & fees. For full T&C’s see www.aqsc.com.

Great Lakes Grand discovery

The Victory Experience

~ CHICAGO to TORONTO ~
9 night cruise onboard Victory I
Departs: 13 October 2019

All Inclusive Coastal Cruising on the Great Lakes of North America.

SAVE UP TO US$2,400* per person
LITTLE
CURRENT

SOO LOCKS
SAULT STE. MARIE
MACKINAC
ISLAND

TORONTO

WELLAND CANAL
PORT COLBORNE

NIAGARA
FALLS

WINDSOR /
DETROIT

CHICAGO

CLEVELAND

Fares from US$4,558* per person, twin share
Victory Cruise Lines offers 202-guests
an immersive experience, exploring the rich
& diverse shorelines of this incredible region.

Niagara Falls

To book: Contact your travel agent
info@victorycruiselines.com.au

02 9959 1365
www.victorycruiselines.com

*CONDITIONS: Fares are in USD, per person, twin share. Fares advertised on this page includes all discounts, port taxes & gratuities (correct as of 21 Feb 2019). SAVINGS offer is only valid on select 2019 sailings & cabin categories
subject to availability at the time of booking. Offer expires on 31 March 2019 or when no cabins remain. Single occupancy on request. Valid for new bookings only. All offers are capacity controlled & can be withdrawn at any time.
Cancellation penalties apply. Victory Cruise Lines reserves the right to change, correct errors, withdrawn from sale any or all fares, itineraries, excursions & fees. For full terms and conditions visit www.victorycruiselines.com

RIVER CRUISING

Into the heart of
Portugal with Nat Geo
IN A move that brings together luxurious,
all-inclusive river cruisingand130 years of
science, conservation and exploration, Scenic
Luxury Cruises & Tours has joined hands with
National Geographic Society to launch a new
line of National Geographic River Cruises.
The itineraries are set to explore the
waterways of Europe and Southeast Asia
with a dedicated Nat Geo expert on board.
The Nat Geo experts will provide valuable
insights into the regions travelled through
enlightening presentations and informal
discussions.
The Europe itineraries of National
Geographic River Cruises will also be joined
by a National Geographic photographer, who
will offer photography tips on technique and
artistry.
Susan Goldberg
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First in the line of several handcrafted
itineraries is the ‘Douro River Cruise: Into the
Heart of Portugal’.
The itinerary explores the World Heritagedesignated regions around the Douro
River, from the terraced vineyards of the
ancient wine country to its 12th century
monuments.
Guests will experience the various
wonders of Portugal through the eyes of a
Nat Geo storyteller in five-star luxury, while
also capturing great photographs under
expert guidance.
On the May departure, guests will have
the exclusive opportunity to meet and
interact with special guest Susan Goldberg,
Editor in Chief of National Geographic and
Editorial Director of National Geographic
Partners.
Goldberg will present guests with an
exclusive behind-the-scenes look at National
Geographic magazine along with other
valuable insights.
Franklin Knight, National Geographic
expert, historian and former president of
Latin American Studies Association and
the U.S. Historical Society, will give talks
throughout the week and join guests on
offshore excursions.
Krista Rossow, photographer, photo editor
and educator for National Geographic for
more than 10 years, will help guests hone
their photography skills.
A portion of the profits from the cruises
will be donated to the National Geographic
Society, which supports researchers
and experts engaged in protecting and
preserving the planet.
■ scenic.com.au

ENJOY THE
BEST OF
EUROPE

EVERGREEN CRUISES & Tours has released its
latest European river cruising brochure.
The brochure features itineraries ranging
from eight- to 15-days, across France,
Netherlands Germany, Austria, Hungary,
down into Romania and across to Portugal.
Guests will travel onboard the company’s
custom-built Emerald Waterways Star-Ships.
“Now it is the time to secure the best
rates for our remaining 2019 departures and
our early release 2020 departures”, said Mr
Angus Crichton, Director of Sales, Marketing
and Product for Evergreen Cruises & Tours.
“Best prices combined with our
reputation for quality, value and professional
service make this the ideal time to book an
Evergreen European departure.”
Highlights of the new brochure include
the eight-day ‘Secrets of Douro, Porto to
Porto’ itinerary. It is priced from $4,545 per
person.
The tour includes six different towns and
villages along the Douro River, a day tour
to Salamanca, an excursion to Côa Valley
Museum, a tour of the baroque village of
Lamego, city tour of Porto including the
wine caves, dinner at Douro Valley wine
estate and onboard cocktail making lessons.
“A true gem of our European program
is our Portugal product. We have been
cruising the Douro River for two years and
continue to get rave reviews and feedback
from our guests around the world,” added Mr
Crichton.
■ evergreentours.com.au

New
e-Learning
Platform
OUT NOW

Agent Academy is Scenic Group’s new e-learning platform offering you courses
designed to broaden your knowledge of Scenic and Evergreen’s portfolio of products.
The courses now available include:
Introduction to Scenic Luxury Cruises & Tours Scenic Europe River Cruising
Introduction to Evergreen Cruises & Tours Evergreen Europe River Cruising
With new courses being released throughout the year, Agent Academy is the
one-stop online platform for all your e-learnings.

ONE-STOP
PLATFORM

24/7

E-LEARNING PLATFORM

FLEXIBILITY

LEARN & EARN

SIGN UP FOR THE AGENT ACADEMY AT

scenic.com.au/agentacademy
*Terms and conditions apply, refer to www.scenic.com.au/agentacademy

RIVER CRUISING

A win-win
situation
for agents
WITH MORE than 200 cruise departure
options to choose from each season,
Eastern Eurotours & Mediterranean
Holidays is the travel agent’s go-to
solution for the best value and quality
river cruises for clients seeking an
authentic European experience.
The company’s 2020 cruise allocation
is now available, with an early bird offer
of 15 per cent off for all bookings and
deposits by June 30.
Chip Popescu, Managing Director
of Eastern Eurotours, is proud of the
company’s long history in offering clients
quality cruising options.
“With 26 years’ experience ourselves,
we work with the original European cruise

operators, the award-winning four- and fivestar Amadeus River Cruises, who defined the
art of river cruising on the continent’s most
beautiful waterways.
“Whether your clients want to see Portugal,
Spain, Germany, Holland, France, Austria
or other, we have a comprehensive list of
itineraries from which to choose.
“They’re all at the best ‘cruise-only’ price
without any optional extras added into the
package, so they offer the best value for
money for Australian travellers, and travel
agents have the flexibility to build in the
perfect pre and post cruising touring for their
individual clients.”
Itineraries on the MS Amadeus fleet
and other reputable partners are available
across all the major rivers in Europe and
Russia, including the Danube, Rhine, Main
and Moselle.
“A clear point of difference with the
Amadeus product is the cultural element,”
explains Popescu. “Their excursions are run
by local operators, providing expertise and
insights only a local would know, which adds
an unparalleled experiential element.

WHY B SPELLS SUCCESS
THE FIRST river cruise dedicated to a new
generation of adult travellers is proving to
be a success story.
Following its inaugural year, U by Uniworld
has announced that The B will be moving to
Central Europe for the 2020 season.
With increasing demand for the region,
where sister ship The A also resides, The B
will cease operation on the Seine river and
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resume cruising in the 2020 season with
new itineraries in Central Europe.
“Being the first means that we’re not
only inventing an entirely new sector of
the industry, but we’re quite literally in
‘unchartered waters’,” said Ellen Bettridge,
President & CEO of U.
“As a brand, U will always stay true to
its ethos as a sexy, fun, never-before-seen

“The level of service and hospitality also
differentiates the Amadeus River Cruises
product from the others, so we have no
hesitation in recommending and selling
them to our travel agent partners.”
Additionally, all river cruises booked
and deposited throughout March will
attract a 15 per cent commission in
addition to the 15 per cent early bird offer
applicable to the 2020 cruises!
■ easterneurotours.com.au

cruise experience, but we also want to
remain open to consumer trends and
feedback. That is how brands move from
concepts to success stories.”
In 2020, The B will sail from Brussels to
Amsterdam and Amsterdam to Frankfurt,
while The A will sail from Nuremberg to
Vienna and Vienna to Belgrade.
Additional details for the new 2020
itineraries will be announced in the coming
weeks.
■ ubyuniworld.com

RIVER CRUISING

DARING
DANUBE DEBUT
APT HAS announced that its new European
river ship will debut on the Danube in May.
The AmaMagna has been built in
partnership with AmaWaterways. At nearly
twice the width of traditional European river
ships, the innovative and forward thinking
design combines the grandeur of ocean
liners expansive space and facilities with the
intimacy of river cruising.
At 22-metres wide, the AmaMagna was
specifically designed to sail the Danube,
Europe’s second largest river that connects
the shores of 10 countries from Germany to
Romania.
Thanks to its larger than normal locks, the
Danube allows the unique grand design of
this industry-first vessel.
Another first for river cruising, the
AmaMagna’s 10 engine system allows a
more tailored approach to fuel consumption,
using more power when going against the
current or lowering cruising speed as they
wish, reducing the environmental footprint
considerably.
Other features of the environmentally
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conscious new design include LED lighting,
insulated windows reducing heating and
cooling, power locks to plug into a port’s
power supply instead of running generators,
a new freshwater storage system to reduce
chemical usage, a solar heating system and a
water purification plant with more than 420
tons of water onboard.
Despite the extravagant size, capacity will
only increase by 20 per cent to a maximum
of 196 guests, allowing for larger suites
ranging from 19-square-metres to the
65-square-metre owners suite.
The majority of suites feature step-out
balconies and additional inclusions such
as internet, entertainment on demand
(including music and movies), marble
bathrooms, luxury bath products and robes.
The luxury of space also allows for grand
public spaces and amenities, including five
bars, four unique dinning venues (the Main
Restaurant, Chef’s Table, Jimmy’s Wine Bar
Restaurant and the Al Fresco Restaurant),
two massage rooms in the Zen Wellness
Studio, a pop-up elevator to the sun deck

for accessibility to all levels and the one and
only Water Sports Platform on the river.
Active travellers will also enjoy the
walking track and large heated pool on the
expansive sun deck. While the rooftop popup bar, sun lounges and Al Fresco Restaurant
provide the perfect place to sit back with a
drink in hand and watch the world pass by.
The AmaMagna sails from Munich to
Bucharest on the 15-day ‘Majestic Danube’
cruise, departing June 14, 2020.
Prices start from $11,995 per person twin
share, but book before April 30, 2019, to take
advantage of the ‘Fly for $495’ Superdeal offer.
■ aptouring.com.au

GET MORE
OUT OF INDIA

DUE TO increased demand, Pandaw
are sending a third vessel to India, the
18 cabin Kindat Pandaw joining her
identical sister, the Kalaw.
The Kindat belongs to Pandaw’s ultrashallow K-class of ships. This means that
they can sail all the way up to Varanasi
and beyond year-round. Being only
twin-decked, they can also get under
low bridges.
In 2020 Pandaw will expand
operations to include the Brahmaputra
River and plan to offer river expeditions
as far up stream as Dibrugarh.
“India is the jewel in the crown for
river cruising, there are no other rivers
in the world where there is such a
magnificent combination of cultural
treasures and majestic beauty,” said Paul
Strachan, Founder or Pandaw.
■ pandaw.com

Live
Fully
Europe River Cruising – 2020 Pre-Release Out Now
Food & wine, history, culture, the arts; there’s nowhere like Europe for indulging the senses.
And there’s no better way to do it than an award-winning APT Europe River Cruise.
Only APT creates a world where you feel truly free to get out there and make the most of every moment.

15 Day Magnificent Europe River Cruise
Window Suite: From $6,995* pp & Fly Free*
Balcony Suite: From $9,895* pp & Fly Free or Fly Business Class for $1,995*
All-inclusive. All taken care of. So you can Live Fully.
Earn 2 Qantas Points
per $1 spent on APT holidays
that include a Luxury River Cruise~

‘APT LUXURY TRAVEL’
CALL APT RESERVATIONS 1300 278 278 OR INSIDE SALES 1300 668 298

*Conditions apply. SEE: aptouring.com.au/SpecialDeals for full conditions. Prices are per person (pp), AUD, twin share and includes port charges. Prices are correct as at 19 February 2019. Magnificent
Europe window suite prices based on EUMCR15: 9 November 2019 (Cat. E) and 1 April 2020 (Cat. E). Balcony suite price based on EUMCR15: 9 November 2019 (Cat. T). ALL OFFERS: Limited suites on set
departures are available and are subject to availability. DEPOSITS: 2019 departures: A non-refundable deposit of $3,000 pp is due within 7 days of booking. 2020 departures: A non-refundable deposit of
$1,000 pp is due within 7 days of booking. ^Refers to the Grand Empress steam train which operates on all departures from April to September in 2019 and May to September in 2020 on Magnificent Europe.
Australian Pacific Touring Pty Ltd. ABN 44 004 684 619. ATAS accreditation #A10825. APT7684

DRIVE HOLIDAYS: Advertorial

LOVE THE FREEDOM,
feel the flexibility

SELF-DRIVE SPECIALISTS DriveAway provide
you the freedom and flexibility you deserve
when choosing the right vehicle for your
next self-drive adventure. DriveAway has
teamed with Peugeot Open Europe, Renault
Eurodrive, Citroën Euro Pass, and DS Euro
Pass, and formed Euro-Drive to provide you
luxurious yet affordable options for longterm car hire.
If you’re travelling around Europe for at
least 21 days and up to 175 days, Euro-Drive
will allow you to travel freely throughout
over 40 European countries as well as travel
into Eastern Europe.
Euro-Drive is designed exclusively for all
non-European residents who are planning
an extended holiday in Europe. It’s the
perfect alternative to car hire, providing
you the opportunity to explore the best of
Europe as soon as you arrive, in style.
With our Euro-Drive range, you can
enjoy the comfort of driving in a brand new
vehicle, while discovering Europe at your
own pace.
You can choose from a variety of
vehicles with unlimited kilometres, full
comprehensive insurance with nil excess,
free additional drivers and 24/7 roadside
assistance among many other benefits.
With any Euro-Drive vehicle you choose,
it will come with an in-built GPS, giving you
the freedom to navigate the open roads of
Europe.
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EARLYBIRD SALE
And why not take advantage
of our Earlybird sale by
booking your Peugeot, Citroën
or DS vehicle early and receive:

• 7 FREE days on all vehicles
• 50 per cent off delivery and
collection fees on all vehicles

Valid for travel between now
and December 31, 2019. Valid
for all Peugeot, Citroën and
DS vehicles. This offer won’t
last forever, book and pay by
March 29, 2019.
*Conditions may apply

With over 30 years of experience in carefully selecting the right vehicle,
from the right supplier, at the right price around the world – look no
further than DriveAway for your next self-drive adventure.
See www.driveaway.com.au/euro-drive for full terms and conditions,
or contact your local travel agent.

DRIVE HOLIDAYS: Advertorial

With Euro-Drive, you will receive:

•
•
•
•
•
•

A brand new Peugeot, Renault, Citroën,
DS vehicle of your choice, where the
model is guaranteed.
Full vehicle insurance cover including
Third Party Liability and Theft protection
with nil excess to pay
Unlimited kilometres
– to fuel your wanderlust
The freedom to drive through more
than 40 European countries
– you’ll get to see it all!
Our Euro-Drive partners provide you
with 24-hour assistance no matter which
country you are in.
FREE Additional drivers for immediate
family members – take a break and let
someone else take the wheel.

2019 Earlybird Special!
Receive 7 free days PLUS 50% off
delivery and collection fees*
Book now - offer ends 29 March 2019
1300 363 500 | driveaway.com.au/euro-drive or see your Travel Agent

smallgrouptouringco.com.au

We create small group
tours to the world’s finest
destinations.
Stay in superior accommodation. Explore all the key
sites. Delve into your destinations with experiences
that we’ve specifically designed to connect you to a
place and its people. Sample local delicacies. And
make lasting friendships along the way.
All in a group that never exceeds 12 to 18 travellers.
That small group size makes a big difference to
your touring experience. It really is the best way to
connect with the world’s cultures, history and people.

AFRICA
ASIA
CENTRAL AMERICA
EUROPE
MIDDLE EAST
SOUTH AMERICA

Small Group Touring Co. is part of the Bunnik Tours Group.

1800 865 285

Call
Visit smallgrouptouringco.com.au
Or see your local travel agent

